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_| 165TH INFANTRY REGIMENT, 42NC°
1 PIVISION, LEDP HIS RECRUITS ON
2 A THREE-MILE OBSTACLE COURSE
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WAS BORN IN BUFFALO,
NEW YORK, ON NEW
YEAR'S DAY, 1883.

IN 5PORTS.
DECIPING
AGAINST THE
PRIESTHOOD,
HE BECAME
A SLCCESSFLL
LAWYER.

-

LED A CAVALRY TROCP FCOR THE
NEW YORK NATIONAL GUARDP.

o/ = -~y SUPPORT GENERAL
' EOL“\%SEEE ; ) iz 2 JOHN J. PERSHING'S |
CHOOSE SOMEONE MEXICAN EXPEDRITION
OF YOUR OWN : TO FIND THE BANDPIT
. Z 3 \ S| ANZ REVOLUTIONARY |
7t o, PANCHC VILLA.

PROMOTED AN MOVED INTO THE 42ND “RAINBOW" DPIVISIO|
JOINEP THE GITH THE MEN SOCN JOINEP OTHER POUGHBOYS
REGIMENT, THE FAMEDP OF THE AMERICAN EXPEPITIONARY FORCES
YIRISH” REGIMENT OF IN THE KILLING FIELPS OF FRANCE.
NEW YORK CITY. C




RUTH THAT HE FELT THRILLED 2
AT THE DANGER e
OF COMBAT LIKE A , e
“YOUNGSTER AT HALLOWEEN." :

THAT SAME MONTH, | PONOVAN LEP HIS MEN
PARLON, SR, || DONOVAN'S FIGHTING IN RESCUING SOLPIERS
SHOULD YOU BE IRISH WERE ASSIGNED [ ANDP OFFICERS
\ WEAR/N” YOUR TO THE FRENCH TRAPPED WHEN THE
RANK AN SIXTH ARMY. = REGIMENTAL PUEOUT
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THEY C4AN'T

HIT ME ANDP

THEY WoN'T
HIT yeou!

THE FRENCH AWARPED? PONOVAN INITIALLY IN SEPTEMBER, GENERAL PERSHING
CROIX PE GLERRE TO REFUSED IT LNTIL i 3 AWARDPED HIM THE PISTINGUISHEDR
" | SERVICE CROSS FOR VALOR PURING THE

THE RESCUERS. A JEWISH SOLPIER IN
THE UNIT RECEIVEP THE AISNE-MARNE CAMPAIGN THAT SUMMER.

SAME RECOGNITION.
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OCTOBER 1918,

IE MELSE-ARGONNE

OFFENSIVE.,

| ALMOST TWO MILES
SEPARATED THE TRENCHES
OF THE TWO ARMIES,

A HEL o
ARTILLERY AN
MACHINE GUN FIRE.

IN TOTA = RE o) “‘v 4
WE'LL
Hi& OWN SAFETY, PONOVAN
| "URGED HI& MEN TOWARD NEVER GET
THE GERMAN POSITION.

i — 1
THE GERMAN MAIN LINE OF DEFENSE, THE
ENEMY MOWEDP POWN PONCOVAN'S MEN
FROM THE SAFETY OF BLINKERS.

WHERE THE
HELL IS THAT
COMING
FROMZ

MORE THAN HALF OF
THE BATTALION WAS
KILLEP OR WOLINPEDP
BEFORE THEY HAL? EVEN
SEEN A GERMAN.




STILL, PONOVAN
DPROVE THEM ON WITH
THE EXAMPLE OF HIS

OWN COURAGE.

THEY LEFT TOO MANY OF
THEIR BUPPIES PEAR IN
THE MU BEHINI? THEM.

-

DONOVAN'S MEN
APVANCED FURTHER
THAN ANY OTHERS
IN THE PIVISION.

=8 BUT O LONGER HAD
| THE STRENGTH TO BREAK
d  THROUGH THE LINE.

p—— THE ADVANCE STALLED,
; Sl '
% fgfg/ﬁ' 3 W (e DONOVAN REQUESTED SUPPORT.
THE c'L.EArlz R j TELL THEM T
LIKE THATZ : Vet NEED 74NKS!
y RLN; MAN!
== 4 : Q
NOBOPY 5 = N
IN THIS
REGIMENT

HIS REGIMENT PINNER POWN ANP
THE ASSAULT STALLED, PONOVAN
SCOUTER AHEAD UNDPER THE
COVER OF PARKNESS.




THE NEXT MORNING, DONOVAN e - A MACHINE GUN BULLET
LEP HI& MEN FROM COYER TO " ” STRUCK HIM IN THE LEG,
PRESS THE ATTACK ONCE MORE. " i = g BREAKING THE BONE.

THOUGH HE'D ORDPERED MEN WITH SIMILAR WOLNDS HE WAS DETERMINEDR THAT
TO BE EVACUATED, DONOVAN STAYED ON. THE ASSALLT CONTINLE.

NOT WHILE
THE FIGHT'S
STILL oM/
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| ARRIVED, THEY WERE TURNEZ | e THEY'RE
BACK BY THE DEADLY ACCURACY | |, WITHPRAWING. : Dofu%kfg”,sl-'ms
OF THE GERMAN ARTILLERY. & B
? A : : PREPARING A
COLUNTER-




IN 1823, AFTER INTENSIVE LOBBYING BY HIS
FRIENP FATHER FRANCIS P. PUFFY, PONOVAN WAS "
AWARPEDR THE MEDPAL OF HONOR AT A CEREMONY |

ATTENPED BY FOLR

BRING UP
THE STOKES!
ANDP SWING THAT
MACHINE GLN
AROUNP!

THOUGH HE WOULP NOT

LEAVE THE FIELI? UNTIL

RESERVES ARRIVER TO
HOLP THE LINE.

THE COUNTER-ATTACK
WAS SMOTHERED, BUT
THE REGIMENT HADP
BEEN PEVASTATEDR.

DONOVAN COUNTERMANDED |
A NEW ORDER TO RESUME
THE ATTACK.

AFTER MORE THAN
TWENTY-FOUR HOURS IN
BATTLE, HE ORPEREP N\
A WITHPRAWAL.

FATHER, YOU'RE A =
PISAPFOINTEDR MAN. YOU |
EXPECTEP TO HAVE THE

\ PLEASURE OF BURYING

ME OVER HERE.
WITH NOTHING
MORE THAN
YOU'VE
GOT.
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| W e owrer
1 THE MEPAL TO

=
) HI& REGIMENT.
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TO THE BOYS <
WHO ARE NOT HERE; THE
BOYS WHO ARE RESTING
UNPER WHITE CROSSES IN
FRANCE OR THE CEMETERIES
CF NEW YORK, ALSO TC
THE BOYS LUCKY ENOUGH
TO COME THROUGH.




1 _
THIS WAS NOT THE ENP?
OF WILP BILL'S SERVICE
TO HIS COLNTRY.

\
HE BECAME A U.5.
ATTORNEY BATTLING
RUMRUNNERS AND?
BUSTING TRUSTS.

THROUGHOUT THE 19305 PONOVAN
N VISITEDR COLUNTRIES ACROSS ELIROPE
AND ASIA TO GATHER INTELLIGENCE.

T W TV WY B
HIS PILIGENCE ANP
EXPERIENCE CAUGHT THE [=
ATTENTION OF PRESIPENT
ROOSEVELT WHO
TOOK PONOVAN ON
AS AN APVISOR.

T

THE O55 WAS A
PREPECESSOR
TO THE CIA.

e

IN 1944, HE LANPED WITH THE
| ALLIER? TROOPS AT NORMANPPY
| ANDP TOOK ON THE ROLE OF
PIRECTING ESPIONAGE ANDP?
SABOTAGE MISSIONS ACROSS
THE ELUROPEAN THEATER.

b
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WILLIAM J, PONOVAN |5 THE CNLY
AMERICAN TO HAVE RECEIVER?
THE MEPPAL OF HONOR, THE
PISTINGUISHEP SERVICE CROSS,
THE PISTINGUISHER SERVICE
MEPAL, AN THE NATIONAL
SECURITY MEPAL.
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