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Books

ecent events in Iraq and

Afghanistan have heightened

interest in insurgency and
counterinsurgency. Military profes-
sionals and civilians alike are search-
ing for resources to help them
understand this form of warfare. To
understand insurgency, the obvious
starting places are Mao Tse Tung’s
On Protracted War (University Press
of the Pacific, 2001) and GEN Vo
Nguyen Giap’s People’s War, People’s
Army (University Press of the Pacific,
2001). Finding good material on
counterinsurgency has been much
more difficult. That’s why the
reprinting of LTC David Galula’s
Counterinsurgency Warfare: Theory and
Practice 1s so timely. Although now
over 40 years old, Galula’s book
remains one of the most comprehen-
sive and useful books on counterin-
surgency ever written.

Galula starts with the understand-
ing that insurgency and counterin-
surgency are distinctly different
wars. He states that while the same
laws and principles apply to both
sides in conventional war, insur-
gency is different.

Revolutionary war . . . represents
an exceptional case not only
because, as we suspect, it has its spe-
cial rules, different from those of the
conventional war, but also because
most of the rules applicable to one
side do not work for the other. .. . It
is the same war for both camps in
terms of space and time, yet there
are two distinct warfares. . . .

This book reflects his deep under-
standing of both the theory and prac-
tice of counterinsurgency tech-
niques. He starts by addressing the
political and social prerequisites for
an insurgency/insurgent doctrine
(of the time) and then lays out coun-
terinsurgency techniques from the
strategic to the tactical level. Galula
provides a succinct guide for an
operator in a counterinsurgency.
From ecstablishing effective com-
mand relationships (very difficult), to
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selecting the area to initiate opera-
tions, to political preparation for the
operations, to initial counterinsur-
gency operations, Galula takes the
reader through a thoughtful, practi-
cal process that ensures that the
rcader understands the reasoning
behind the actions. By placing the
actions in context, Galula ensured
that they remain applicable even
today. Galula stressed that each
insurgency will be unique and there-
fore each response must also be
unique.

LTC Galula died in 1967, so he
could not observe the evolution of
insurgency between then and now.
He wrote about rural insurgency as
ke studied and fought it in China,
Indochina, Greece, and Algeria. He
did not think urban insurgency was
viable because, at the time, govern-
ments had tight control in their
cities. Yet in his discussion of the
nature of insurgency he predicted
the future well. His description of
the ideal area for insurgent opera-
tions is still valid.

The strength of the insurgent’s orga-
nization among the population that
has been achicved in preliminary
work. The remotencess of the areas
from the center of the counterinsur-
gent’s power. Their inaccessibility
due to terrain and poor communica-
tions. Their location on both sides
of administrative borders, which
makes it difficult for the enemy to
coordinate his reaction.

Each of these points can easily be
applied to the large, ungoverned
slums that have sprung up in the
megacities of the Third World. In
fact, Sadr City in Baghdad, Iraq pro-
vided just such a sanctuary for the
Sadr organization during the first
year of the U.S. occupation of Iraq.

The only development in insur-
gency that LTC Galula did not antici-
pate was the shift from hierarchical
organizations like Mao Tse Tung’s
and Ho Chi Minb’s to networked
organizations like the Afghan muja-
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hideen and al-Qaeda. He did not
anticipate that these organizations
would evolve or that they would not
execute a Phase III conventional at-
tack against the counterinsurgent. He
can be forgiven for this oversight
since many of today’s writers contin-
ue to miss the same points. However,
the steps he used to analyze a Maoist
insurgency can also be applied to the
networked version ensuring that his
work remains relevant.

Galula wrote what remains as one
of the clearest, most comprehensive,
and useful volumes ever on insur-
gency. Hailer Publishing has done a
great service by making this classic
available again. This is a book for
your personal library. You will want
to refer to it periodically and make
numerous marginal notes. It’s a
must-own for anyone who seeks to
understand counterinsurgency.
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