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IN TIMES OF WAR, NOT ALL HEROES TAKE UP ARMS. SOME RISK THEIR LIVES TO
PROVIPE SPIRITUAL AIP ANP MORAL SUPPORT FOR OTHERS. SUCH A MAN WAS..,

\EMIL KAPAUN-

SAS | ANSWERING A CALL FROM HIS FAITH, HE ENTERED
BE?A?[F Lth,lA’RANEAPNTHE \'/::EL% | THE SEMINARY AND WAS ORPA]NEI?I A CATHOLIC
OF HARD WORK. — 2 PRIEST IN 1940. HE WAS 24 YEARS OLD.
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AS AMERICA ENTERED THE SECONDP
WORLD WAR, KAPALIN VOLLINTEERED
AS AN AUXILIARY CHAPLAIN AT A
NEARBY ARMY AIR CORPS BASE.

WHEN
WILL THE
ARMY GET You

FULL TIME,

I'VE
WRITTEN
MY BISHOP
AB?UT
IT.
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AFTER RETURNING TO THE STATES AND EARNING
A MASTER'S PEGREE, KAPAUN RESUMED

PASTORAL WORK IN KANSAS.

WE PRAY
THAT THE HOPE
5 OF PRESIPENT
ROOSEVELT; A TRUE
PEACE AMONG
NATIONS, BE
REALIZEP AND
PRESERVED.

MILITARY SERVICE TO FIGHT
THE SPREAD OF COMMLINISM
AND RETURNED TO ACTIVE
DUTY IN 1948.

BUT HE FELT cALLED Back To | 7 'g ;
%
g
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KAPAUN
MINISTERED TO
THE MEN'S
SPIRITUAL
NEEDS ON THE
FRONT LINES.
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KAPAUN WAS SERVING AS CHAPLAIN FOR
THE 8TH CAVALRY REGIMENT, 1ST CAVALRY (4
PIVISION; WHEN NORTH KOREA INVAPED
THE SOUTH ON JUNE 25, 1950.
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THE REGIMENT WAS SENT TO THE
KOREAN PENINSULA AS PART OF THE
FIRST WAVE OF REINFORCEMENTS. I
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WHEN MORTAR FIRE
TOOK OUT HIS JEEP,
KAPAUN PATROLLED
THE FRONT LINES ON

AN OLD BICYCLE HE
HAD REPAIRED.

You BoYS
]/ NEED TO FEED

THE CHAPLAIN
TENDED TO
BOTH THE
WOUNPEDP ANDP
THE PYING.

I COMMEND
You, MY DEAR
BROTHER, TO

ALMIGHTY GOD,

YOU DON'T
HAVE TO sAY
NOTHING ELSE.
I'M GOING TO
MAKE IT.
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~| IN AUGLST, KAPALUN RECEIVED

A BRONZE STAR FOR RESCUING
> =] A WOUNPED SOLPIER WHILE
N UNDER INTENSE ENEMY FIRE.

KOREAN ALLIES AT THE
END OF OCTOBER.

h

THEY OVERWHELMED SOUTH
KOREAN UNITS AND THEN ATTACKED
THE 8TH CAVALRY REGIMENT.
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THEY STRUCK KAPAUN'S UNIT
AT LINSAN ON NOVEMBER 1.

AN

THOUGH THE AIR
WAS THICK WITH
\| LEAD, HE CARRIED
ONE DPOWNED MAN
AFTER ANOTHER
TO COVER.




, DAWN BROUGHT A BRIEF REPRIEVE
= FROM THE CHINESE ASSALILT. KAPALIN
USEP THE TIME TO CHECK ON THE MEN.

Y YOU KNOow,
SERGEANT, IT'S
ALL souLs’
DAY.

I HOPE TO
HELL SOMEONE'S
LOOKING AFTER

OUR sOULS
BECAUSE WE SURE
e == NEEP IT.
o e
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Y
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THE ENEMY FOLIND HIM STILL
RESOLUTELY TREATING AND
MINISTERING TO THE MEN
TOO SERIOUSLY INJUREDP
TO WITHPRAW.

THE
MEN INSIPE
ARE WOLINDED!
THEY ARE NOT
ARMED!

)

ENEMY
SNIPERS AND
MORTAR

THANK YOU,
PADRE. I WAS
AFRAIP YOU WERE
GOING TO LEAVE

KAPAUN REPEATEDLY
BRAVED NO-MAN'S
LAND TO BRING THE
WOUNPED TO
RELATIVE SAFETY.

MY BOYS
NEEDP ME

W |
THE CHINESE
GATHERED THE
PRISONERS ON A
ROAPWAY, PREPARING
{ FOR A LONG MARCH
NORTH. THEY WOULDP S‘!x
NOT BE HELP UP BY
STRAGGLERS.

you CAN'T
3 CARRY ME

IF T PUT
yYou POWN,
THEY'LL
SHOOT YA.




SHARING HIS LIVING BURPEN
WITH ANOTHER SOLPIER,
KAPALIN JOINEP A CRUEL

DEATH MARCH TO THE NORTH.

ALL THAT FELL TO
WOLINDPS, ILLNESS, OR
THE COLDP WERE SHOT

OR LEFT TO PIE.

CONPITIONS
PIP NOT
IMPROVE FOR

BY JANUARY 1951, THEY WERE
SETTLEP IN THE ICY HELL
KNOWN AS PYOKTONG.

THE CHAPLAIN GATHERED THE
OFFICERS EVERY NIGHT FOR PRAYER.

\ W
THAT'S GOOPD.
LOUPER, 60 ALL
THE BOYS WILL

FATHER,
WHO ART IN J
HEAVEN..,

KAPALN WAS HORRIFIED AT THE [

UNHEATED HUTS AND STARVATION
DIET IN EFFECT AT THE CAMP.
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GUARDS TO VISIT THE ENLISTED CAMPS.

HE SHARED NEWS,
ENCOURAGEMENT,
AND WHATEVER
SUPPLIES HE
COULP FIND.

INTO OFFICER
AND ENLISTED
COMPOUNDPS, ALL |-
WERE EXHAUSTED,
MALNOLRISHED,

ANP ILL.
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| HE USED MECHANICAL SKILLS
ACQUIRED BACK ON THE
FAMILY FARM TO FASHION
VESSELS FOR MELTING SNOW.
CLEAN WATER HELPEP FIGHT
RAMPANT PYSENTERY

“COFFEE"
15 READY;
BOYS.

| _ HE CARED
FOR THE SICK,

CLEANING
 THEIR WOLNDPS
AND WASHING
THEIR SOILED

CLOTHING.

o e | HE WAS EXPOSED TO
FEROM THER GLARDS SUBZERO TEMPERATLRES
TO HELP FEEPD HIS AS PUNISHMENT.
HUNGRY FLOCK,

ST. PISMAS,
PLEASE FORGIVE
ME THIS
TRESPASS.
AND
KEEP AN
EYE ouT

FOR THE
GUARDS.

ONE TIME HE
BREAKING APART ;
I A FENCE FOR LA 7]

FIREWOOPD. ﬁ,«%

gty 7 READY FOR
HAPPENED, HE KEPT s}
UP THE MEN'S SPIRITS / ,,~ ANS;?&SREAY'
WITH FAITH AND ; §
HUMOR.

NE ILLEGITIM/
CARBORUNZUM
ESSE,
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COMMUNISTS ATTEMPTED
TO RE-EPUCATE THE PRISONERS,

KAPAUN POLITELY AND FIRMLY
REFUTED THEIR PROPOGANDPA.

WHERE 15
YOUR GOP NOW?Z
YOU SHOULD THANK
MAO TSE-TUNG
INSTEAD FOR YOUR
DALY BREAD. YOU
CANNOT SEE YOUR
GOP; HE POES
NOT EXIST.

THE GOOP LORP
WILL TAKE CARE OF US.
HE IS AS REAL AS THE AR
WE BREATHE,; THE SOLINDS
WE HEAI&ETﬁE THOUGHTS

HE FINISHED THE
SERVICE WITH A
SONG FOR ALL.

4

IGNORING THE PRISONERS' PLEAS,
THE GUARDPS ANNOUNCED THAT
KAPAUN WOULD BE MOVED TO THE
CAMP HOSPITAL. NO PATIENT EVER
RETURNEDP FROM THERE.
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MARCH 25, 195

PEFYING COMMLIN|
FATHER KAPALN L
SERVICE ON E,

CATHOL|

BUT THE DREADFUL CAMP CONDPITIONS
AND HIS CONTINLOUS EXERTIONS TOOK
THEIR TOLL. KAPAUN SUFFERED ONE
MALADY AFTER ANOTHER.

— THE
CHAPLAIN FOCLSED ON
COMFORTING OTHERS.

I'M GOING WHERE
I'VE ALWAYS WANTED
TO GO. ANP WHEN T
GET UP THERE, I'LL
SAY A PRAYER FOR
ALL OF You.




KAPALIN DPIEP TWO
DAYS LATER.

HE WAS WELCOMED
HOME WITH
HONORS AND LAID
TO REST IN
WICHITA; KANSAS,
THE CATHOLIC
CHURCH 15

CONSIPERING HIM
FOR SAINTHOOP.

KAPAUN'S REMAINS WERE
IPENTIFIEDP IN MARCH 2021,
HE HAP BEEN BURIEDP
AMONG THE LNKNOWNS AT
THE NATIONAL CEMETERY
OF THE PACIFIC.

THE CHAPLAIN'S FELLOW
PRISONERS WORKED FOR
YEARS TO GET HIM THE
RECOGNITION HE DESERVED.
THEIR WORK WAS REWARDED [
ON APRIL 11, 2013.

I CAN'T
IMAGINE
A BETTER
EXAMPLE FOR
ALL OF

us.

FATHER
KAPALN'S LIFE,
I THINK, 15 A
TESTIMONY TO THE
HUMAN SPIRIT, THE
POWER OF FAITH;
AND REMINDS LS
“\ ; OF THE GOOD THAT

L

WE CAN DO EACH
AND EVERY
DAY.
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FATHER EMIL KAPAUN REPEATEDLY RISKED HIS LIFE
| TO SAVE HIS FELLOW AMERICANS. HE INSPIRED
OTHERS TO SURVIVE HELLISH CONDPITIONS AND
RETAIN THEIR FAITH IN GODP ANDP COUNTRY.
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