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SOMETIMES, ON THE BATTLEFIELD, ONE MAN CAN MAKE ALL THE
DIFFERENCE. IN THE BRUTAL FIGHT TO WREST THE ITALIAN PENINSLLA
FROM THE STRANGLEHOLE? OF HITLER'S ARMY. THAT MAN WAS..,

BORN IN
WYOMING, VERNON BAKER AS A RAILROAD PORTER AND
WAS ORPHANED AT AGE WORKEDP THROUGHOUT THE
FOLR AND TAKEN IN BY GREAT PEFPRESSION.

HE JDINEF' HIS GRANFFATHER

HIS GRANPPARENTS.

HIS FIRST ATTEMPT TO JON
THE ARMY WAS REBUFFED.

WE AIN'T GOT NO
@ULOTAS FOR YOU
E PEOPLE.

PETERMINER TO ENLIST,
BAKER RETURNEDR AND WAS
ACCEPTEPD INTO THE INFANTRY.




BAKER WAS 'WOLUNTEERED'
FOR OFFICER’S TRAINING
TO FILL AN LURGENT NEED
FOR BLACK OFFICERS.

HE ANP HIS FELLOW
CANPIDATES WERE
SEGREGATED WHILE
RECEIVING THEIR
INSTRUCTION.

IN ORDER TO PREPARE FOR LEADING MEN IN |
COMBAT, BAKER STLDIED ACCOUNTS OF PAST =
BATTLES ANP ANY MANUAL HE COULP FINE.

THAT
LIEUTENANT
ALWArs
GOT HIS
NOSE IN A

MAYBE
HE'S LOOKIN'
FOR HITLER'S

ADDRESS,

HE PROVED HIMSELF
TO BE MORE THAN
CAPABLE AS A COMBAT
LEAPER THROUGH THAT
BLOOPY SUMMER.

Hi& HARD WORK AND
PEPICATION EARNED HIM
A SECOND LIEUTENANT'S

BARS IN THE 92NPP

IN

IS WAS THE UNI
FAMOLIELY KNOWN AS
THE BUFFALO SOLPIERS.

BAKER AND THE 370TH
INFANTRY COMBAT
TEAM PISEMBARKED

IN THE FALL
HE WAS WOLNPED
AND MOVED TO
A HOSPITAL NEAR
PISA LNTIL THE

ENP OF THE YEAR.

NEAR NAFLES.

r—

BE
RELEASED, FIT |l
FOR DUTY; FOR  f—
WHAT WOULD BE |
THE FIGHT OF
HIS LIFE.




1245. THE GOTHIC LINE WAS A
KNIFE PRAWN ACROSS THE TOF OF
ITALY'S BOOT AN MANNEDP BY
GERMANS PETERMINEDR TO KEEP
THE ALLIES FROM THE SOFT
UNPERBELLY OF THE THIRD REICH.

THE 5LOPES BELOW THE
CASTLE WERE DPOTTED WITH
DPOZENS OF MACHINE GLIN
NESTS, LISTENING POSTS,
ANE? MINES.

/ERY STEP
ON THE PATH
TC THE SUMMIT
WAS A

POTENTIAL
DPEATH TRAR.

IT WAS
A GERMAN
FORWARDP
CBSERVATION
POST.

FOLLOWING A PRE-DAWN
ARTILLERY BARRAGE, THE
LIEUTENANT LED A TWENTY-FIVE

§ MAN WEAPONS PLATOON LP THE

GAUNTLET OF A ROCKRY PRAW.

W prESS JACKET

YOL'RE WEARIN',
SIRZ _

IF I'M
GONNA DIE
I WANT TO

Go uP

SHARF,

| CASTLE AGHINOLFI WAS ONE

OF THESE STRONGHOLDS,
THE APEX OF WHAT THE
ITALIAN PARTISANS CALLED
THE TRIANGLE OF TERRCR.

AS THEY ASCENDED
THE DRAW, BAKER
o SPOTTEP A GLINT
OF SUNLIGHT OFF
AN CBJECT AHEAD.




" FIGURING THAT THE FORWARD POST HE COMPANY COMMANFER R
SERVED A NEARBY MACHINE GLN NEST, | HAD ARRIVED TO FINALIZE g Sy
BAKER TOOK CARE OF THAT THREAT COVERING FIRE.

ANY WORD? ON THE
MORTARSZ

BUT THEIR PLANS
WERE INTERRUPTED.

LET'S MAKE
A TRACE,
\_'cOLDIER.

L
N HoLp THat
\ 7HoMPsON
A\ A WHILE.




/[ T'M GON'
AHEAD TO
HAVE A

LIEUTENANT BAKER DIP
MORE THAN HAVE A LOCK.

HE RETURNED TO HIS MEN [P
TC FINP THEY HAD? ENGAGED

ENEMY TROOPS WITH 58

W GRENADES AND SMALL ARMS. -

TP

4 i AN GERMAN ||
" g B SPOTTERS HAD

THOSE BIRDS : % | PINPONTED |

FLYIN' P Z . THEIR POSITION. [

T




FORM
A PERIMETER.
SHOOT ANYTHING
THAT MOVES.

THE GERMANS CONTINUEL?

THEIR ASSALLT TO THROW
THE BUFFALO SOLPIERS
OFF THE MOLINTAIN.

WHEN THE STORM WAS OVER,
THREE MEN LAY DEAZ WITH
THREE MORE WOLINDED.

THIS 16 CAARLIE
COMPANY! WE'RE IN

FRONT OF THE CASTLE

ANP CATCHING
HELLS

WE RAVE NO

REFPORTS OF
ANY LUNITS P

THAT HIGH. @

WE
NEED THAT
ARTILLERY
Now! L
- — "

BAKER FOLUND THE COMPANY | [
COMMANDER NEARBY.

WE MUST
STAY ANDP
FIGHT IT

WE NEED

§75 - revFoRCEMENTS!




NS

MORE MORTAR ROUNDS 2 | FOLLOWED BY MACHINE

FELL ON THE SHRINKING
NUMBER OF AMERICANS.

DOWN TC &/EAHT MEN,
BAKER AND THE
OTHERS KEPT THE
ATTACKERS AT BAY.

BUT WITH NO SIGN OF
REINFORCEMENTS AN
H ALMOST CUT OF AMMO,
WITHPRAWAL WAS
THE ONLY OPTION.

TWO MACHINE GLIN NESTS
THEY HAD BYPASSED NOW
BLOCKED THEIR RETREAT.

PESTROYEP BOTH

EUN FIRE AND THE

A FRESH SHOWER OF MORTARS REPUCEDR THEIR
NUMBER TO S£VEAN. A SNIPER MAPE |T SiX.
GET THE

WOLINPED
DPOWN THE
HILL.

WE
WANNA
STAY WITH

M
COVERIN'
YOUR BUTTS.
MOVE
LT’

-

LIELITENANT THE MEN HAD BEEN IN
COMBAT FOR TWELVE

WITH GRENAPES. CONSECLITIVE HOURS.

VT

BAKER ALONE
HAD KILLED NINE
ENEMY SOLPIERS.

|| AND ELIMINATED

|| THREE MACHINE
GUN NESTS,

AN OBSERVATION
POST AND?
A BUNKER.




THE PLATOON THE FOLLOWING DAY BAKER LEP A FRESH
RETURNEDR-- : ASSALLT TOWARE THE CASTLE ALONG THE SAME
BUT THEY HAD PAID J PATH THAT HAP LEFT HIS UNIT SHATTERED.
A HIGH PRICE. g — M
5 N 1

HI& COMPANY COMMANDER
NOMINATED BAKER FOR THE
PISTINGUISHED SERVICE CROSS.

WHEN HIS WARTIME COMMISSION NEARLY 50 YEARS AFTER THE END OF
ENDEDP, BAKER RE-ENLISTED WORLDP WAR [I, THE ARMY INVESTIGATED
AS A MASTER SERGEANT ANDP WHY NO AFRICAN AMERICAN SOLDPIERS HAD
SERVED AS A PARATROOPER BEEN ANARPEDP THE MEPAL OF HONOR.

ANP IN THE SIGNAL CORPS.

[armer cLose

TO THREE
DECAVES OF
SERVICE, HE
RETIRED TO
CIVILIAN LIFE. - o -
SEVEN WERE L SN GOP BLESS
RECOGNIZER WITH . YOU, VERNON
THE NATION'S _ BAKER, ANP?
HIGHEST MILITARY 8% ¥ Al GOD BLESS
DPECORATION. AMERICA.
BAKER WAS THE .

st ivne. I BAGHR THE

END




The Medal of Honor graphic novel series is brought
to you through the generous sponsorship of

GENERAL DYNAMICS

For information on the AUSA Book Program
and to see other issues in the Medal of Honor
series, visit www.ausa.org/moh.

ToN

éﬁ‘ ASSOCIATION OF THE
)5 UNITED STATES ARMY

Become a member today at www.ausa.org/join.




