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E SOLDIER'S MEDAL 1S THE HIGHEST HONOR THE ARMY

. ANARDS
IN NON-COMBAT SITUATIONS. ONLY FOUR SERVICEMEMBERS HAVE

RECEIVED BOTH IT AND THE MEDAL OF HONOR.

THAT SELECT GROUP INCLUDES... |

'BORN IN CLI , IN 1939, PARIS D. DAVIS
ATTENDED 6OUTHERN UNNERSITY IN LOUISIANA,
WHERE HE STUPIEP POLITICAL SCIENCE ON AN
ARMY ROTC SCHOLARSHIP.

HE WAS ALSO A LEADER
OF THE ALPHA PHI ALPHA
FRATERNITY.

ARMY RESERVE ARMOR
OFFICER IN 1959, DAVIS
GRAPUATED FROM
AIRBORNE ANDP RANGER
SCHOOLS ANP THEN
VOLUNTEEREP FOR
SPECIAL FORCES.

HE SERVEP AS A GREEN
BERET IN KOREA IN 1962
AND VIETNAM N 1963.




DAVIS WENT BACK TO VIETNAM IN APRIL 1965
AS COMMANPER OF AN A-TEAM WITH THE
S5TH SPECIAL FORCES GROUP (AIRBORNE).

CAPTAIN
o DAVIS, T WANT A
i| REPORT OF WHAT'S
HAPPENING ON
THE GROUNP.

HIS TWELVE-MAN DETACHMENT
TRANED LOCAL VIETNAMESE MEN |
TO RESIST THE VIET CONG AND

THE NORTH VIETNAMESE.

DAVIS LED THREE OTHER GREEN BERETS AND THE
VIETNAMESE 883RD REGIONAL FORCE COMPANY
ON ITS FIRST COMBAT MISSION-A NIGHT-TIME RAIP

ON AN ENEMY BASE NEAR BONG SON.

THEY EXPECTED TO BE OUTNUMBERED BUT HAD
THE ELEMENT OF SURPRISE ON THEIR SIPE.

i

THEY SOON CLEARED THE CAMP, KILLING
APPROXIMATELY 100 ENEMY SOLPIERS.

THEIR SUCCESS WAS
INTERRUPTED BY A
FATEFUL SOUNP.

THEY'RE '\
REGROUPING.
BRING THESE

MEN TO

THE RALLY
POINT. g
I'LL
GET THE

OTHERS.




THE ENEMY COUNTERATTACK
SWEPT THE BATTLEFIELD.

] DAVIS WOULD HAVE TO PEAL WITH

HI& WOUNDS LATER. HIS PRIORITY
NOW WAS TO ORGANIZE A DEFENSE

ON THE HIGH GROLIND.

THE VC WERE KIND
ENOUGH TO LEAVE
THESE FOXHOLES FOR

TO GOOP USE.

us. LET'S PUT THEM

= R R Rl g

DAVIS MOVED FROM POSITION TO
POSITION TO ENCOURAGE THE MEN
ANPD PIRECT THEIR FIRE.

=

HE OFTEN HAD TO
TAKE ACTION INTO
HI& OWN HANDS.




AVADE T BACK
THE RALLY POINT.

WE
NEEP AR
SUPPORT AND
ARTILLERY.

WE
LLEAGUES, WERE PINNEDP ] ALSO NEEDP
DOWN IN THE DRY RICE FIELDS, RESUPPLY ON
- . AMMO.

'COVER TO HELP GET
THE MEN TO SAFETY.

WHO W, Cl
CESSPOOL AFTER BEING
KNOCKEP UNCONSCIOUS
FROM MORTAR BLASTS.




DETERMINED TO
BRING HIS TEAM - =
SERGEANT TO SAFETY. | ATTEMPTS WERE
FOILED BY INTENSE
ENEMY FIRE.

: >N ~ (HoLp oN,
I NEED A5 \ . N )
MUCH COVER | = WAUGH:
AS YOU CAN
PROVIVE. /

A BULLET GRAZED DA 18 : A HI ER Al ED TO
THE BACK OF THE LEG. BUT | R DROP OFF SUPPLIES AND TAKE
HE KEPT MOVING FORWARD. | - THE WOUNPED TO SAFETY.

— Z -




I 7/
[ SENDING You
COMMANPER. OUT WITH THE
7| cHOPPER. you
NEED MEDICAL
I\ ATTENTION.

SIR; I'M
JUST NOT
GOING TO

LEAVE. /

I'VE GOT
TO GET MY
GUYs out
OF THIS.

THE COMMANDER RELENTED. |
DAVIS ANDP A NEW SOLPIER
BROUGHT BADLY NEEPED
SUPPLIES TO THE REST OF
THE COMPANY.

THERE WERE NO SAFE HAVENS | p—— T =T
ON THIS BATTLEFIELD. e PROVIPED LEAPERSHIP AND HE STILL

e S INEPIRATION TO THE REGIONAL NEEDED TO |

, i F P ;

| PAVIS GAVE PROMPT FIRST | REPELLED SEVERAL VIET CONG

AP AND CALLED IN
ANOTHER MEDEVAC. AQQALILTQ ON THE?R POSITION.




ONE OF THE INTERPRETERS
HAD SEEN THE AMERICAN
IN THE RICE FIELPS.

DAVIS DIPN'T KNOW IF THE
MEPIC WOULPD STILL BE ALIVE.

BUT HE KNEW THAT HE
WOULDP GET HIM OFF
THE BATTLEFIELD,
NO MATTER WHAT.

DAVIS PULLED HIS FELLOW
GREEN BERET BACK TO THE HILL
A FEW INCHES AT A TIME.

DAVIS ENSURED THE MEPIC ANDP ALL
| THE OTHER WOUNDED HAD BEEN
EVACUATED BEFORE HE WOULDP
LEAVE THE BATTLEFIELP.

AFTER HEARING ALL THE
REPORTS OF THAT DAY, DAVIS
COMMANDER RECOMMENDED HIM
FOR THE MEDAL OF HONOR.

WHEN HE FOLIND OouUT
THE PAPERWORK
HADP BEEN LOST,
HE SUBMITTEP A
SECOND PACKET.

| THAT ONE
ALSO WENT
MISSING.




SPECIAL FORCEQ, TRAINING THE ROYAL
THAI ARMY VOLUNTEER GROUP ANDP
SERVING ANOTHER TOUR IN VIETNAM.

1OTH QPECIAI. FORCEs ANP RET IREP
FROM THE ARMY AS A COLONEL.

: THAT Hlé ME?AI. OF HONOR PAPERWORK HAD NEVER BEEN
REVIEWED. THEY SENT IN YET ANOTHER NOMINATION.

WORKEP FOR ALMOST A
DECAPE TO KEEP IT ALIVE.

BRAVE AND BIG
HEARTED, PETERMINED
AND DEVOTED,

You ARE SELFLESS AND
EVERYTHING STEAPFAST.
THIS MEPAL 4 . AMERICAN.
AMERICAN.

You ARE
EVERYTHING
OUR NATION

16 AT OUR

BEST...
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