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An iconic photo was taken at Marine Barracks Washington, 
D.C., in April 2013. Six Marines in camouflage utilities 
gathered in the Home of the Commandants, all obviously 
very comfortable in each other’s company and each one a 
four star general. Six Marine four star generals. Such a sight 
was startling. The Commandant of the Marine Corps (CMC) 
wasn’t promoted to general until 1945 (the 18th Commandant, 
General Alexander A. Vandegrift) and a second four star 
general wasn’t authorized until 1969 when General Lewis W. 
Walt became the first Assistant Commandant of the Marine 
Corps (ACMC) to receive a fourth star. While there have been 
other four star generals in the Corps in addition to the CMC 
and ACMC over the last few decades, never have so many 
Marines served in the most senior grade at the same time.

All of the generals pictured are especially impressive, but 
when I look at this photo, I’m struck by the fact that four 
of the Marines in the room are focused on Gen Joseph F. 
Dunford. The only one of the generals who is not looking at 
Gen Dunford is Gen John F. Kelly. While I don’t know what 
Gen Kelly was thinking, I do know that as his best friend 
during their decades as Marines and as a fellow native of 
Boston, Mass., Kelly was already very familiar with “Fightin’ 
Joe” Dunford, who would go on to become only the second 
Marine to serve as the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. 

This month, Gen Dunford will retire—the last of the six 
Marines in the photo to leave active duty. While a retiring 
Marine is not unique, Gen Dunford’s remarkable career is. 
As an infantry officer he commanded at all levels including 

service as the commanding general of I Marine Expeditionary 
Force and Marine Forces Central Command and he took his 
Marines to combat in Iraq as a regimental commander, but it 
is his service as a four star general that is historic. No other 
Marine has spent as much time wearing four stars; Dunford 
will have served more than nine years at the senior grade in 
the Corps when he joins the retired ranks this fall. He initially 
served as the ACMC for two years before being selected to 
command the International Security Assistant Force and 
U.S. Forces Afghanistan. After his success in both of those 
assignments, he was nominated to serve as the 36th CMC. 
With less than a year as the Corps’ senior Marine, he was 
selected to be the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs—a role he has 
filled since 2015. 

The son of a Marine who fought at the Chosin Reservoir, 
Gen Dunford’s legacy of service is second to none, and his 
retirement marks a sad day for the Corps. Here’s hoping that, 
like some of the other generals in the iconic photo, our nation 
will be blessed to have Joe Dunford continue to serve even 
after joining the rolls of retired Marines. 

Fair Winds and Following Seas, General.

Mary H. Reinwald
Colonel, USMC (Ret)
Editor, Leatherneck

From the Editor’s Desk

From left, U.S. Southern 

Command Commander 

Gen John F. Kelly; 

Gen James N. Mattis; 

International Security 

Assistance Force 

Commander 

Gen Joseph F. Dunford; 

35th Commandant of 

the Marine Corps 

Gen James F. Amos; 

Gen John R. Allen; 

and the Assistant 

Commandant of the 

Marine Corps 

Gen John M. Paxton Jr., 

gather at the Home of 

the Commandants in 

Washington, D.C., 

April 19, 2013. This 

marks the first time 

that six four-star 

generals are actively 

serving in the 

Marine Corps.
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16  Where the War Ends  By GySgt Bruce Martin, USMC  
In this story from the Leatherneck archives, medical personnel 
stationed at the Naval Support Activity Station Hospital near Da Nang 
fought a different kind of war as they worked desperately to save 
wounded Marines and other servicemembers. 

22  Carrier Casualty  By Sgt John Conner, USMC  
This story from the Leatherneck archives tells of the horror Marines 
and Sailors experienced aboard USS Princeton (CVL-23), after a 
Japanese dive bomber hit the ship with successive explosions, sinking 
her on Oct. 24, 1944 .

28  “Every Marine Has a Story to Tell”: For 100 Years, 
the USMC’s History Division Has Been Documenting the Corps’ 
History for Future Generations of Marines   By Sara W. Bock  
,Q�������WKH�0DULQH�&RUSV�RI¿�FLDOO\�EHJDQ�HIIRUWV�WR�UHFRUG�DQG�
document its own history. Today, the Corps’ historians and archivists 
are caretakers of more than 9 million items and work to make Marine 
Corps history accessible to the masses.

38  Call Sign Chaos: Lessons on Leadership From an Iconic 
21st Century Marine  By Col Mary H. Reinwald, USMC (Ret)  
Gen James N. Mattis sits down for an exclusive interview with 
Leatherneck and discusses his new book, “Call Sign Chaos—Learning 
to Lead,” and the leadership philosophy he honed over more than 40 
years in uniform.

50  The Battle of Okinawa Through One Marine’s Eyes  
By Jonathan Vanhoose   ,Q�-XO\�������DIWHU�PRQWKV�RI�LQWHQVH�¿�JKWLQJ�
DQG�ZLWQHVVLQJ�XQWROG�KRUURUV�GXULQJ�WKH�¿�QDO�EDWWOH�RI�WKH�3DFL¿�F�LQ�
:RUOG�:DU�,,���QG/W�6LG�*DUODQG�IRXQG�WLPH�WR�UHÀ�HFW�RQ�ZKDW�KH�KDG�
just been through in a letter to his parents.
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Letter of the Month

(Leatherneck will pay $25 for a “Sound 
Off Letter of the Month” submitted by an 
MCA&F member or  provide a one-year 
courtesy subscription to a non-member 
whose letter is selected.)

I read with great interest Sara W. Bock’s 
very informative article, “Squared Away—
At The MARINE Shop, Uniform Excel-
lence is the Standard,” in the July issue 
about The MARINE Shop and its founder, 
the late Major Harry D. Elms Sr. 

Having purchased all my Marine 
Corps uniforms from Maj Elms, along 
with my good friend and fellow Marine 
Corps offi cer General Tony Zinni, USMC, 
during our Basic School days from July 
through December 1965, we both had 
more uniforms than civilian clothing.

Harry Elms took a personal as well 
as a business interest in us, and we both 
maintained contact with him for many 
years, Tony Zinni as a career Marine and 
I as a career FBI agent with periodic visits 
to Quantico for training.

I remember Maj Elms describing to 
me how Gen Charles Krulak, 31st Com-
mandant of the Marine Corps, lured him 
to Marine Barracks for a private uniform 
fi tting and surprised him with a party 
celebrating his 76th birthday in 1997 at 
the historic Home of the Commandants. 
Maj Elms was thrilled to be remembered 
in such a meaningful way. 

On several occasions when I visited 
The MARINE Shop, Maj Elms greeted 
me warmly and reminisced on how I had 
been his fi rst uniform customer. When I 
tactfully tried to correct him, he would 
go to his desk drawer and pull out an 
invoice refl ecting the sale of uniforms 
to my brother, Art Armento, who was 
commissioned in 1961 shortly after The 

MARINE Shop opened for business in 
a small store near the train station. Even 
though I tried on several occasions to 
explain to Maj Elms that it was my brother 
and not me, who had purchased the fi rst 
uniform from The MARINE Shop, he 
always greeted me with great enthusiasm 
and warmth whenever I visited. Thanks 
for rekindling great memories of a won-
derful man.

Colonel Reinwald, Sara Bock is an 
outstanding writer. She is one of the 
many reasons why Leatherneck is such 
a wonderful magazine, especially for 
veterans. I look forward to receiving it 
every month. Love the history. Thanks 
for your leadership. 

Ed Armento
USMC, 1965-1968

Prospect, Ky.

• We are glad you like the article. Quite 
a few of our readers had fond memories of 
their interactions with Harry Elms at The 
MARINE Shop. Sara Bock was especially 
pleased to hear that the Elms family also 
enjoyed the article. See below.—Editor

Harry Elms’ Family Thanks Writer

Sara: Your article on The MARINE 
Shop and the associated photos are 
absolutely superb. If Dad was still with 
us, he would be so pleased and honored. 
It is also very special to us that it is in that 
particular issue because, as you know, it 
was his birth month.

We sincerely appreciate your time, 
attention to detail, and excellent writing 
skills. You truly put your heart and soul 
into it, and I’m certain you will receive 
many compliments for it. You really 
deserve an award.

Pamela J. Elms Scott
Punta Gorda, Fla.

SgtMaj Kent Leads 

The Marine Corps Way

“The Leader,” by Cpl Taryn M. Brackett, 
USMC, in the June Leatherneck was very 
well-written and deserving of fi rst place 
prize in the Leatherneck Writing Contest.  

There also was a good example of 
leadership and mentorship qualities in 
the article by Sara Bock, “Don’t Be Afraid 
to Raise Your Hand: For Navy Cross Re-
cipient, Battle of Fallujah Led to Battle 
Within,” about PTSD in the same issue. 

Sergeant Major Carlton Kent’s con-
tinued mentorship, support and guidance 
even after the retirement of [SSgt Jeremiah 
Workman] a Marine previously in his 
command suffering from PTSD gives 
credence to the saying, “Once a Marine, 
Always a Marine.”

Milt Hazzard
Baltimore, Md.

President John F. Kennedy 

Was a Friend to the Marine Corps

The 1962 photo in Saved Round for the 
July issue shows John F. Kennedy becom-
ing the fi rst President of the United States 
to visit the Home of the Comman dants. 
This speaks to his special relationship 
with General David M. Shoup who was 
the only member of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff when Kennedy was inaugurated 
still serving at the time of Kennedy’s 
assassination.

The picture in Sound Off in the same 
issue of Kennedy visiting MCRD San 
Diego in June 1963 played a part in the 
September 1963 White House meeting 
between President Kennedy and Gen 
Shoup. When Gen Shoup refused Pres-
ident Kennedy’s urgent request that he 
serve a second term as Commandant 
because “it would be good for the Marine 
Corps,” JFK offered an alternative. Noting 
how impressed he was by the training 
young Marines received on his recent 
visit to MCRD, Kennedy asked Gen 
Shoup to consider heading a new youth 
training organization, a “youth corps.” 
Gen Shoup agreed to consider it but JFK’s 
assassination ended the idea.

The refusal of Gen Shoup to agree to 
a second term as Commandant as well 
as JFK’s raising the possibility of a job 
heading a new youth training organization 
are documented in Gen Shoup’s personal 
memo, “A Happening in September 1963,” 
which was given to me by the Shoup 
family to assist in writing his biography 
and which has since been donated to the 
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Hoover Institute at Stanford University 
where it has been added to the papers of 
Gen David M. Shoup.

Colonel Reinwald, I want to congratulate 
you on the two photos of John F. Kennedy.
Those pictures are of immense historical 
signifi cance and, as the editor, you deserve 
acknowledgment. When I was writing 
my book, “Kennedy’s General,” Col Walt 
Ford, your predecessor, was of great help. 
I am so pleased you are carrying on the 
high level of performance.

Aside from passing on my congratula-
tions, I did want to make you aware that, 
after purchasing extra copies of the July 
Leatherneck, I offered to mail one to the 
Hoover Institution at Stanford University. 
Jean Cannon, Curator for North American 
Collections at the Hoover Institution has 
requested a copy of the July issue and I 
have done so.

Frank E. Wallace
Martinez, Calif.

• Thank you for your kind words and for 
sending a copy of the issue to the Hoover 
Institution.  

Our senior editor, Nancy Lichtman, is 
responsible for the picture of President 
Kennedy in July’s Saved Round. In ad-
dition to doing an outstanding job helping 
edit the magazine each month, Nancy 
takes great pride in fi nding rare and inter-
esting photos that she thinks our readers 
will enjoy.—Editor

I saw the picture in the July issue of 
Leatherneck [Sound Off] of President 
Kennedy’s June 1963 visit to MCRD 
San Diego. His visit has been mentioned 
before, but I felt compelled to submit this 
story regarding his presidential visit.

I was a recruit going through basic 
training at MCRD San Diego at that time. 

We were close to graduation, and our 
platoon, Plt 222, was selected to do a 
“Junk on the Bunk” presentation for the 
President’s visit, not knowing if he would 
actually have time to come by or not. 
Much to our surprise, President Kennedy 
did pay a visit. We came to attention as 
soon as he hit the forward hatch of our 
Quonset hut, and at precisely that same 
instant, the rear hatch popped open with 
two Secret Service agents entering and 
standing there to observe. President 
Kennedy stopped by four or fi ve of our 
men to briefl y chat. I was one of the 
fortunate men, and he asked me my name, 
where I was from, said “Thank you,” and 
then proceeded on. It’s a moment that will 
never be forgotten.

Sgt Bill Haase
Shelby Twp., Mich.

Acting Enlisted Ranks

There have been many Sound Off com-
ments and anecdotes about the acting 
enlisted ranks during 1959 to 1962. Permit 
me to clarify some enlisted Marine rank 
history during and after World War II and 
during the transition of the early 1960s.

During WW II, the Marines had a seven-
grade rank structure, from private to 
master/fi rst sergeant and sergeant major, 
with the numbering in reverse of today’s 
grades. For example, private was grade 7 
and master sergeant was grade 1. 

During this period, there were line and 
technical grades, such as platoon sergeant/
staff sergeant or gunnery sergeant/tech-
nical sergeant. The tech ranks were for 
specialized fi elds such as administration, 
armorer, electronics, supply, aviation, etc., 
much like the specialist ranks used by 
the Army during the 1960s. The rank 
chevrons were differentiated by rockers 
on line noncommissioned offi cers (NCOs) 

Acting sergeant collar chevron left, and current sergeant collar chevron.
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and ties, a horizontal bar where today’s 
rockers appear. These rank insignia did 
not appear on sleeves of the utility or 
dungaree uniforms.

On Dec. 1, 1946, Marines revised the 
enlisted ranks to reverse the pay grade 
numbering, private was now an E-1, 
etc., and to delete the ranks of platoon 
and technical sergeants. Enlisted ranks 
later began to be stenciled on sleeves of 
the utility jackets, often using a metal 
template from the PX, although any 
reduction in rank obviously made it 
impossible to change.

In December 1954, Marines re-estab-
lished the ranks of sergeant major and first 
sergeant as grade E-7. While pay was the 
same, their order of seniority is as stated.

In January 1959, the Marines again 
revised the enlisted rank structure, add-
ing three pay grades or ranks of E-3, 
lance corporal, previously corporal, E-8, 
first sergeant/master sergeant, and E-9, 
sergeant major/master gunnery sergeant. 
The new E-9 rank had four rockers instead 
of three.

It was during this transition period, 
slated to end July 1, 1963, that the current 
ranks promoted up to the new rank or 
remained in the old pay grade. The NCO 
and staff NCOs were referred to as acting 
temporary grades with the authority and 
privileges of the rank held. The revised 
and acting ranks are illustrated in the 
“Guidebook for Marines,” 1960 edition 
on page 38.

A significant part of this transition was 
the adoption of pin-on metal rank insignia 
worn on the collar of the utility jacket. The 
black metal chevrons for E-2, PFC and 
acting E-3 through E-9 were 1 1/8-inch 
wide and lacked the crossed rifles; current 
style are 7/8-inch wide. Initially, the pin-
on chevron had a threaded screwpost with 
a rounded dome retainer which tended to 
tear the fabric of the collar and were later 
replaced by the current clutch fasteners.

C.M. “Stoney” Brook
USMC, 1961-1965
Santa Cruz, Calif.

Guam: The Tip of the Spear

Major Ralph Bates’ article on Guam 
was a fascinating read for me because I 
lived there from 1980 to 1982. In talking 
about citizenship and voting rights, how-
ever, he failed to emphasize the reason 
that Guamanians can’t vote in presidential 
elections which is that Guam is a territory, 
not a state. Whether that is a good rule or 
not is not the point. The fact is that it is 
the rule. It probably will never be a state 
because of its size and population: 210 
square miles and 165,000 people. Our least 
populated state, Wyoming, has 580,000 
people. People from California, New York, 

and other states with millions of residents, 
would scream bloody murder, and rightly 
so, if Guam rated two senators in Con-
gress. Guamanians do have all of the other 
rights of citizens of the U.S.

Birney Dibble
Eau Claire, Wis.

I am a longtime subscriber to Leather-
neck and always seem to find something 
interesting to read each month.

I found the article on “Guam: America’s 
Tip of the Spear,” by Maj Ralph “Stoney” 
Bates Sr., in the July 2019 issue, to be 
particularly interesting since I was sta-
tioned at Camp Witek on Guam from 
1948 to 1950 with the First Brigade. Upon 
completion of my tour, I shipped out to 
Korea with the 1st Marine Division. When 
I mentioned the article to my Guamanian 
friend who still lives there, he was also 
very interested since he is a historian for 
Guam and the Marianas region. 

Sgt Richard Grim
USMC, 1947-1951
Campbell, Calif.

A Son-in-Law Remembered

My son-in-law, Captain Michael C. 
Wunsch, was KIA July 28, 1969, at Da 
Nang, South Vietnam and received the 
Silver Star for his actions. He learned the 
language and was an interpreter at Quang 
Tri. Capt Wunsch was a good Christian 
and a good son. I will always remember 
Michael. He was a fine young man.

Cpl James Pericles
USMC, 1944-1946

Media, Pa.

• Capt Michael C. Wunsch received the 
Silver Star posthumously for conspicuous 
gallantry and intrepidity in action while 
serving as CO, Co A, 3rd Tank Bn, 
3rdMarDiv, in connection with combat 
operations against the enemy in the 
Republic of Vietnam. Capt Wunsch’s unit 
was participating in Operation Idaho 
Canyon northwest of Cam Lo in Quang 
Tri Province when he detected movement 
forward of his position in the early 
morning hours of July 27, 1969. “Reacting 
instantly, he boldly stood in the turret of 
his tracked vehicle to better observe the 
area. While thus exposed to the intense 
hostile fire, he was mortally wounded by 
the detonation of a rocket-propelled gre-
nade which impacted on his tank.”—Editor

Apollo Launch Anniversary

I received my July issue today. Never in 
my wildest imagination, while working 
for Leatherneck magazine among the last 
active-duty Marines to have that honor, 
did any of us contemplate viewing the 

[continued on page 64]
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THE CARROLL COLLECTION 

YOU EARNED IT

Instantly recognizable, of the high-
est quality and made one-at-a-time 
from the finest precious metals. Mike 
Carroll’s USMC ring is heavy in weight, 
extreme in detail and 100% guaranteed.
Isn’t it about time you try one on? Once 
you do, we’ll bet you’ll wear it forever 
and pass it down to your grandkids.
Call today before the price of precious 
metals increases. 

Free Brochure    888-512-1333 

www.EagleRings.com

Worthy of a Marine and Licensed by the Corps

https://mca-marines.org/leatherneck
http://www.EagleRings.com


FREE PATCH HONORS

YOUR SERVICE

• FREE - A colorful Marine Corps
woven patch* you may choose to
affix to the chest of your jacket.

• AS A WAR VETERAN YOU MAY
ADD YOUR WAR PATCH
to the right sleeve for 
just $20 extra.

VETERANS COMMEMORATIVES MA-1 FLIGHT JACKET
is inspired by historic Military flight jackets and updated to meet
NASA’s specifications. It's personalized to honor your service to
Country and reflect today's active lifestyles:

• Tailored in rugged wind and water-resistant “Gun Metal
Black” fabric, comfort rated at temperatures between
25-40 degrees Fahrenheit for three-season wear.

• Quality features include “fell stitching” for superior
fit, knit collar, cuffs and waistband, high visibility
orange inner lining, heavy duty front zipper with
storm flap, multiple snap closure pockets - plus
utility pocket on sleeve.

• EXCLUSIVE CONCEAL CARRY OPTION - two inner
pockets to secure valuables, which are fitted with
holster straps for those licensed to carry a firearm.

• Available in sizes Small through 3XL.

• Thank You Introductory price starting at just $99
(See order form for details and available options)

To order call Toll free: 1-800-255-3048

or VisiT us online aT www.VeTcom.com

To order call Toll free: 1-800-255-3048

or VisiT us online aT www.VeTcom.com

TO HONOR MARINE CORPS & WAR VETERANS

WITH THANKS FOR YOUR SERVICE TO COUNTRY

oR, MAIl to: Veterans Commemoratives™, P.O. Box 572, Valley Forge, PA 19481-0572

YES. I wish to order my MA-1 Flight Jacket as follows: 
Please include my FREE Service Patch & “Proud To Be A Veteran” Zipper Pull!

SIZE: (See chart above) S      M      LG      XL      XXL† 3XL†

MA-1 FlIGht JAckEt wIth FREE MARINE coRpS pAtch*: ........................ $    99.00

Conceal Carry Feature (Add $30)......................................... $_________

War Veteran Patch for right sleeve (Add $20)...................... $_________
WWII    Korea    Vietnam    Desert Storm    Afghanistan    Iraq

American Flag Patch for left shoulder (Add $20) ................. $_________

†Sizes XXL to 3XL (Add $20) ............................................... $_________

Plus Shipping & Handling ........................................................ $     19.95

TOTAL DUE:.............................................................................. $_________

I pREFER to pAY AS FollowS:

Enclosed is my check payable to Veterans Commemoratives for the Total Due

Charge my credit card for the Total Due

Charge my credit card in two equal interest-free monthly payments

cREDIt cARD: Visa      MasterCard      AMEX      Discover

CC#: _______________________________________  Exp. Date: ____ / ____

Card Security Code (CSC):________   Signature: ________________________

ShIppING ADDRESS: (We CANNOT ship to P.O. Boxes) Allow 2-3 weeks for delivery.

Name__________________________________________________________

Address________________________________________________________

City____________________________________ State_____ Zip __________

Phone # (________) ______________________________________________

Email __________________________________________________________
(In case we have a question about your order)

© 2019, ICM   MA1JKT-LTN-1019

ORDER TODAY & 

RECEIVE A FREE PROUD TO

BE A VETERAN ZIPPER PULL!

THE VETERANS COMMEMORATIVES

MA-1 Flight JACKEt

INSPIRED BY HISTORIC
MILITARY FLIGHT 

JACKETS. UPDATED FOR
TODAY’S LIFESTYLES.

AVAILABLE WITH
CONCEAL CARRY 
TWIN HOLSTER 

FEATURE!

*Service Branch Patches are purchased from Officially Licensed suppliers.

Bonus!

IF YOU WEAR THIS SIZE: 34-36 38-40 42-44 46-48 50-52 54-56

ORDER THIS SIZE: S M L XL 2XL† 3XL†SI
ZI

N
G

YOU HAVE EARNED THE RIGHT TO WEAR THIS SPECIAL JACKET!

PLUS A FREE SERVICE BRANCH PATCH & OPTIONAL WAR VETERAN PATCHES

Add an American Flag
patch for just $20!

ADD CONCEAL CARRY
TWIN HOLSTER FEATURE

FOR JUST $30 EXTRA.

(WWII and Afghanistan Veteran
also available.)

http://www.VeTcom.com
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QUEENSLAND, AUSTRALIA

Amphibious Assault Central 

To Talisman Sabre Mission

U.S. Marines, Australian soldiers and 
members of the Japan Ground Self-De-
fense Force (JGSDF) conducted simulated 
amphibious mechanized and direct-action 
raids in Bowen, Queensland, Australia, 
as part of Exercise Talisman Sabre 19, 
July 22-23.

Assault amphibious vehicles loaded 
with Marines from “Fox” Company, 
Battalion Landing Team 2nd Battalion, 
1st Marines, 31st Marine Expeditionary 
Unit launched from the amphibious 
transport dock USS Green Bay (LPD-20), 
landing on the beach in waves along with 
Australian soldiers assigned to the Am-
phibious Task Group and members of the 
JGSDF’s Amphibious Rapid Deployment 
Brigade. Following the landing, Force 
Reconnaissance Marines with the 31st 
MEU’s Maritime Raid Force pushed in-
land on Light Armored Reconnaissance 
Vehicles and up-armored humvees brought 
ashore by Landing Craft, Air Cushion 

(LCAC) hovercraft from the amphibious 
assault ship USS Wasp (LHD-1) to con-
duct a simulated limited small-scale raid 
on a factory as the culminating event for 
the exercise.

“Exercises like Talisman Sabre are 
UHDOO\�EHQH¿FLDO�IRU�XV�DV�D�FRPSDQ\�́ �
said Captain Ryan J. Moore, Fox Co 
commander, BLT 2/1, 31st MEU. “They 
offer my Marines and [me] the ability to 
operate in a complex and challenging 
multinational environment, allowing 
us to hone our skills and improve our 
interoperability with our Australian and 
Japanese partners.”

During Talisman Sabre, the 31st MEU 
supported 3rd Marine Division as Com-
bined Task Force 79, integrated with Sail-
ors of the Wasp Amphibious Ready Group 
under Expeditionary Strike Group 7 as 
Combined Task Force 76.

“The Marine Corps and Navy relation-
ship is inherent to amphibious operations, 
and during a large forcible entry, it be-
comes much more deliberate and focused 
to accomplish that objective,” said Major 

Mike Mroszczak, 31st MEU operations 
RI¿FHU��³7KH�IDFW�WKDW�8�6��0DULQHV��WKH�
Australian Army and Japan Ground Self-
Defense Force conducted an amphibious 
combined joint forcible entry into the 
same objective area here during Talisman 
Sabre cannot be understated. Alongside 
the landing force, the U.S. Navy simul-
taneously tied in with the Royal Australian 
Navy and Japan Maritime Self-Defense 
Force to make this large-scale amphibious 
operation happen.”

After completing simulated actions on 
objectives, the combined force rapidly 
withdrew from the landing site and re-
turned to amphibious shipping in prep-
aration for the next potential mission.

Talisman Sabre is designed to improve 
partner nation combat readiness and inter-
operability through realistic, relevant 
training, enhancing the MEU’s ability and 
SUR¿FLHQF\�WR�UHVSRQG�WR�FULVLV�DV�SDUW�
of a combined effort while maintaining 
regional security, peace and stability.

Capt George McArthur, USMC

Compiled by Sara W. Bock

In Every Clime and Place
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U.S. Marines with the 31st MEU come ashore in Queensland, Australia, while conducting a simulated amphibious assault with 

Australian soldiers during Exercise Talisman Sabre 19, July 22. 
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SENEGAL AND MALI

Marines Establish CSL, 

Prepare for Crisis Response 

Special Purpose Marine Air-Ground 
Task Force–Crisis Response-Africa, 
Marine Forces Europe and Africa, re-
hearsed operations to establish and operate 
from a cooperative security location (CSL) 
in Dakar, Senegal, July 28-Aug. 10.

Once the CSL was established by the 
forward logistics element, the air, ground, 
logistics and command elements arrived in 
Dakar and began mission planning within 
a complex scenario. The scenario required 
the participating U.S. Marines, Sailors 
and airman to exercise quick reaction 
force and U.S. embassy reinforcement 
procedures. The ground combat element 
also participated in bilateral training with 
the Senegalese Armed Forces to increase 
SUR¿FLHQF\�DQG�LQWHURSHUDELOLW\�ZKLOH�WKH�
logistics combat element established a 
Forward Resuscitative Surgical System 
(FRSS) within the CSL.

During the training, the FRSS played 
a vital role as a mobile operating room 
containing Role 2 medical capabilities to 
treat trauma patients. The system and its 13 
team members, who ranged from surgeons 
to laboratory technicians, demonstrated 
their ability to conduct forward damage 
control resuscitation and damage control 
surgery. Throughout the duration of the 
training evolution, the FRSS team had the 
opportunity to validate their capabilities 
and rehearse the setup of the facility in a 
dissimilar environment.

“The FRSS is important because it 
brings life-saving treatment closer to 
wherever the battle may be,” said Lieu-
tenant Commander Sarah Sebby, USN, 
an emergency medicine physician and 
officer in charge of the FRSS. “This 
allows us to bring the operating room 
closer to the patient and potentially save 
lives from preventable causes of death.”

From Aug. 2-4, the ground combat 
element of SPMAGTF–CR-AF partici-
SDWHG�LQ�D�ELODWHUDO�¿HOG�WUDLQLQJ�H[HUFLVH�
with members of the Senegalese Armed 
Forces. The Marines and Senegalese 
soldiers rehearsed basic marksmanship 
skills, static shooting and machine gun 
ranges during the three-day exercise. In 
addition, Marine scout snipers exchanged 
tactics with the Senegalese snipers to 
increase their lethality as a force.

“We conducted this training because 
we have a good rapport with the Senegal-
ese as a whole, and we are trying to build 
a stronger bond with them, exchange pro-
cedures and improve our overall relation-
ship with them,” said First Lieutenant 
Zachary Taylor, a platoon commander 
with SPMAGTF–CR-AF.

On Aug. 5, a QRF rehearsal required 

Marines to respond to an evolving 
scenario against a simulated enemy, with 
assault support provided by the aviation 
combat element.

“Anytime Marines get the chance to 
get out and train, they are going to get 
better at what they do,” said Major Joseph 
+DUGLQ��WKH�630$*7)�RSHUDWLRQV�RI¿FHU��
“Getting away from where our logistics 
are set up and our communications are 
stable, it adds a new dynamic to the train-
ing we conduct.”

The culminating event took place Aug. 

6-7 and involved an embassy reinforce-
ment rehearsal at the U.S. Embassy in 
Bamako, Mali. The Marines inserted into 
the embassy Aug. 6, received a scenario 
update from the Marine Security Guard 
detachment and provided additional 
security around the embassy. They re-
sponded to a notional complex enemy 
attack on the embassy Aug. 7 and re-
hearsed securing the embassy compound, 
safeguarding personnel and treating 
simulated casualties.

“The Marines did an excellent job and 

Above: During a QRF rehearsal in Thies, Senegal, that took place on Aug. 5, Marines 

with SPMAGTF–CR-AF extract a simulated casualty. The rehearsal increased the 

SPMAGTF’s ability to conduct link-up procedures, on-scene and en-route trauma 

stabilization, and offensive and defensive operations.

At a cooperative security location in Dakar, Senegal, July 31, a Marine with SPMAGTF–

CR-AF establishes generator power for a forward resuscitative surgical system, which 

provides medical treatment capabilities in a deployed environment.
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really knocked it out of the park,” said 
Colonel Eric Cloutier, the commanding 
RI¿�FHU�RI�630$*7)±&5�$)��³,�DP�SURXG�
RI�HDFK�DQG�HYHU\�RQH�RI�WKH�0DULQHV�����
everyone came down here intent on 
PLVVLRQ�DFFRPSOLVKPHQW��(YHU\WKLQJ�ZDV�
done with a potential that this could be 
GRQH�IRU�UHDO�DW�DQ\�WLPH��6R��KDWV�RII�WR�
HYHU\RQH�ZKR�PDGH�WKLV�SRVVLEOH�́

Cpl Margaret Gale, USMC

CAMP PENDLETON, CALIF.

Regimental-Level Exercise 

Improves Interoperability 

Among Units

0DULQHV�ZLWK���WK�0DULQH�5HJLPHQW��
�VW�0DULQH�'LYLVLRQ�FRQGXFWHG�6XPPHU�
)LUH�([HUFLVH�DW�0DULQH�&RUSV�%DVH�&DPS�
3HQGOHWRQ��&DOLI���$XJ����
6XPPHU�),5(;�LV�GHVLJQHG�WR�EULQJ�
WKH�HQWLUH�UHJLPHQW�WRJHWKHU�DQG�PD[LPL]H�
the training areas available on the base, 
which enhances their ability to conduct 
UHDO�ZRUOG�RSHUDWLRQV��7KHUH�ZHUH�DSSUR[�
LPDWHO\�������0DULQHV�DQG�6DLORUV������
YHKLFOHV�����0����KRZLW]HUV�DQG����0����
+LJK�0RELOLW\�$UWLOOHU\�5RFNHW�6\VWHPV�
�+,0$56��LQ�WKH�¿�HOG�VLPXOWDQHRXVO\�
³&DPS�3HQGOHWRQ�LV�D�YHU\�JRRG�WUDLQ�
LQJ�DUHD²LW¶V�QRW�WKH�ODUJHVW�LQ�WKH�0DULQH�
Corps, but it does give us a lot of options,” 
VDLG�&RORQHO�5LFDUGR�0LDJDQ\��WKH�FRP�
PDQGLQJ�RI¿�FHU�RI���WK�0DULQHV��
7KHUH�DUH�PDQ\�DGYDQWDJHV�WR�WUDLQLQJ�

at the regimental level, including a chance 
to work together with a variety of units 
WR�DFFRPSOLVK�WKH�PLVVLRQ��
$FFRUGLQJ�WR�&DSWDLQ�*UHJRU\�6FRWW��

WKH� EDWWHU\� FRPPDQGHU� IRU� ³6LHUUD´�
%DWWHU\���WK�%DWWDOLRQ����WK�0DULQHV��KH�
DQG�KLV�0DULQHV�EHQH¿�WWHG�IURP�OHDUQLQJ�
tactics, techniques and procedures from 
RWKHU�XQLWV�DQG�UH¿�QLQJ�VWDQGDUG�RSHUDWLQJ�
SURFHGXUHV��6LHUUD�%WU\�FRQGXFWHG�D�KLJK�
PRELOLW\�UDLG�LQ¿�OWUDWLRQ��+,�5$,1��GXU�
LQJ�ZKLFK�WKH\�FRQGXFWHG�RQ�ORDG�RIÀ�RDG�
GULOOV�E\�SXWWLQJ�DQ�0����+,0$56�LQ�D�
.&����-�+HUFXOHV�

$IWHU�WKH�GULOOV��6LHUU\�%WU\�¿�UHG�0���$�
5HGXFHG�5DQJH�3UDFWLFH�5RXQGV��7KHVH�
URXQGV��XVHG�RQO\�LQ�WUDLQLQJ��JLYH�0D�
ULQHV�WKH�FDSDELOLW\�WR�GR�OLYH�¿�UH�UDQJHV�
without impacting any areas outside 
&DPS�3HQGOHWRQ��VDLG�6WDII�6HUJHDQW�/HYL�
(LVHQKRXU��+,0$56�RSHUDWRU�ZLWK�6LHUUD�
%WU\��������
0DULQHV�ZLWK�³)R[´�%DWWHU\���QG�%DW�
WDOLRQ����WK�0DULQHV�FRQGXFWHG�EDWWHU\�

Marines with Fox Btry, 2/11 load a 155 mm round into an M777 howitzer during 

Summer FIREX at MCB Camp Pendleton, Calif., July 23. The live fi re regimental-

level exercise maximized the use of the training areas on the base and improved 

interoperability among the units of 11th Marine Regiment, enhancing their ability to 

conduct real-world operations. (LCpl Alison Dostie, USMC)
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An M142 HIMARS is fi red by Marines with Sierra Btry, 5/11 during 

Summer FIREX at MCB Camp Pendleton, Calif., July 23. (Photo by 

LCpl Alison Dostie, USMC)
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training and readiness manual evaluations 
with the battalion. They used M777 
Howitzers and 155 mm rounds to train 
and contribute to Summer FIREX.

“The battery itself has our gun line, 
fire direction center, communication 
sections, [motor transportation] sections 
and supply, all contributing to getting 155 
mm artillery rounds on target so we can 
continue to train to be all-weather support 
for 1st Marine Division,” said Capt Patrick 
Owens, the Fox Btry commander.

The regiment uses the Summer FIREX 
and other regimental training to prepare 
to deploy as a regiment and to see how 
other units work and integrate. 

“Marines don’t want it easy,” said Col 
Miagany. “They want to be challenged 
and this is when we do that. We take them 
WR�WKH�¿HOG�DQG�ZH�FKDOOHQJH�WKHP��DQG�
I think on the back end of this, they’ll 
feel like they accomplished something 
DQG�WKH\¶UH�D�EHWWHU�ZDU¿JKWHU�IRU�KDYLQJ�
participated in Summer FIREX.”

LCpl Alison Dostie, USMC

CAMP LEJEUNE, N.C.

26th MEU Prepares for Life at Sea

The 26th Marine Expeditionary Unit 
successfully completed Amphibious 
Squadron MEU Integration Training 
(PMINT) with the U.S. Navy Bataan Am-
phibious Ready Group off the coast of 
Onslow Beach, N.C., July 19. The training 
evolution was executed in order to 
familiarize the ARG/MEU Marines and 
Sailors with life aboard amphibious ships 
and prepare them for an overseas deploy-
ment later this year.

The training began with the 26th MEU 
embarking onto the amphibious assault 
ship USS Bataan (LHD-5), amphibious 
transport dock USS New York (LPD-21) 
and dock landing ship USS Oak Hill (LSD-
51). The embarkations occurred in Norfolk, 
Va.; Mayport, Fla.; and Morehead City, 
N.C. From there, more than 1,100 Marines 
and Sailors assigned to the 26th MEU 
integrated with their Amphibious Squadron 
�3+,%521����FRXQWHUSDUWV�IRU�WKH�¿UVW�
time as an ARG/MEU while at sea.

Embarking onto multiple ships is not an 
easy task. One of the most complex groups 
to move was Battalion Landing Team, 
2nd Battalion, 8th Marine Regiment. For 
many Marines and Sailors, it was their 
¿UVW� WLPH�ZRUNLQJ�WRJHWKHU��ZKLOH�DOVR�
bringing equipment and personnel onto 
WKH�VKLSV��:KHWKHU�LW¶V�WKHLU�¿UVW�WLPH�RU�
their tenth, Marines and Sailors always 
discover new training opportunities and 
ZD\V�WR�EH�PRUH�HI¿FLHQW�DV�DQ�RYHUDOO�
blue-green team.
³)URP� RQ�ORDG� WR� RIÀRDG� WKHUH� LV� D�

lot of great training and learning that 
is occurring,” said Lieutenant Colonel 

Thomas Siverts, the BLT 2/8 commanding 
RI¿FHU�� ³:H�DUH� OHDUQLQJ�KRZ� WR� ORDG�
our ships, live on ship, train on ship and 
prepare for and execute missions from 
ship. It’s impressive to see the teamwork 
that has occurred through PMINT. We’ve 
established a solid foundation that we will 
build upon throughout the remaining 
training cycle and deployment.”

One BLT 2/8 asset was the Combined 
Anti-Armor Team (CAAT), which em-
barked via LCAC. Multiple vehicles and 
more than 30 Marines were transported 
from shore-to-ship by the LCAC Navy 
Craft Masters.

“It was a great experience for many 
Marines integrating with the Sailors 
onboard,” said Second Lieutenant Connor 
Mahoney, BLT 2/8 CAAT platoon com-
mander. “The shore-to-ship movement 
via the LCAC was executed smoothly 
thanks to our Navy partners. Once aboard, 
we were able to validate armory spaces, 
berthing allotments and workspaces for 
Marines and staff.”

Once all personnel and equipment were 
fully embarked, Marines and Sailors then 
conducted ship-to-shore movements with 
Assault Amphibious Vehicles, LCACs 
and aviation assets assigned to Marine 
Medium Tiltrotor Squadron (VMM) 365 
(Reinforced). The embarked Marines 
DQG�6DLORUV�DOVR�SUDFWLFHG�VKLS�VSHFL¿F�
exercises such as man overboard drills.

“Successfully embarking and getting 
accustomed to life aboard naval vessels 
can be challenging for Marines and 
Sailors who have never deployed on a 
ship before,” said Colonel Trevor Hall, 

WKH�FRPPDQGLQJ�RI¿FHU�RI�WKH���WK�0(8��
“PMINT allows us to integrate into one 
WHDP�VR�ZH�FDQ�HI¿FLHQWO\��DQG�VDIHO\��
execute missions across the full range of 
military operations from the sea.”

PMINT not only puts shore-to-ship and 
ship-to-shore movements to the test, but 
LW�LV�DOVR�WKH�¿UVW�WLPH�IRU�PDQ\�0DULQHV�
and Sailors to communicate as one team.

“Over the course of PMINT, working 
with the crew of USS New York has 
been an enjoyable experience,” said 
First Lieutenant James Foley, BLT 2/8 
communications officer. “They have 
D�¿UVW�FODVV�JURXS�RI�6DLORUV� WKDW�KDYH�
helped us tremendously in setting up 
connectivity and providing command and 
control throughout the ship. It’s extremely 
impressive how much of a focus that they 
have on a team mindset, working together, 
and supporting the Marines on ship.”

MEUs operate continuously across 
the globe to provide a forward-deployed, 
ÀH[LEOH�DQG�UHVSRQVLYH�VHD�EDVHG�0DULQH�
air-ground task force. The ability to move 
Marines, Sailors and equipment from ship 
to shore is a key function that allows the 
ARG/MEU team to rapidly respond to 
a variety of situations—ranging from 
full-scale combat operations to foreign 
humanitarian assistance.

“We are a stronger, more capable force 
when we integrate as a blue-green team,” 
Col Hall said. “It’s about teamwork and 
maximizing the tremendous capabilities 
of our forces so we provide commanders 
around the globe with a scalable, ready 
and resilient force.”

2ndLt James Sartain, USMC
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GySgt Christopher Oakley, USMC, a combat cargo assistant with Amphibious Squad-

ron 4, guides an expendable boom forklift during a Navy-Marine Corps joint loading 

exercise aboard USS Carter Hall (LSD-50) at Naval Station Norfolk, Va., July 11.
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ARABIAN GULF

Maritime Raid Force Rehearses 

Ship-to-Ship Operations

During a Visit, Board, Search and 
Seizure (VBSS) exercise in the Arabian 
Gulf, July 25, Marines with the Maritime 
Raid Force, 11th Marine Expeditionary 
Unit boarded the amphibious transport 
dock ship USS John P. Murtha (LPD-26). 
The 11th MEU and Boxer Amphibious 
Ready Group are deployed to the U.S. 
5th Fleet area of operations in support 
of naval operations to ensure maritime 
stability and security in the Central 
Region, connecting the Mediterranean 
DQG�WKH�3DFL¿�F�WKURXJK�WKH�:HVWHUQ�,QGLDQ�
Ocean and three strategic choke points.

Right: A Marine with MRF, 11th MEU 

holds a tactical assault ladder while con-

ducting a VBSS exercise in the Arabian 

Gulf, July 25. (Photo by Cpl Matthew 

Teutsch, USMC)

14        LEATHERNECK / OCTOBER 2019 www.mca-marines.org/leatherneck

https://mca-marines.org/leatherneck


Using a caving ladder, MRF Marines with the 11th MEU board 

USS John P. Murtha (LPD-26) during a VBSS training exercise. 

(Photo by Cpl Matthew Teutsch, USMC)

Left: Marines with 

MRF, 11th MEU 

ride in a rigid-hull 

infl atable boat 

operated by Sailors 

from Assault Craft 

Unit 1 during a 

VBSS exercise in the 

Arabian Gulf, July 25.
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They fight a different kind of battle at the 

Naval Support Activity Station Hospital near Da Nang

Story and photos by GySgt Bruce Martin, USMC

T
he Naval Support Activity Station 
Hospital near Da Nang is where the 
war ends for hundreds of Marines 

each week. But for the Naval medical 
SHUVRQQHO�VWDWLRQHG�WKHUH��LW�LV�D�EDWWOH¿HOG�
where a different kind of war is fought 
every hour of the day. For them, the 
hospital is the theater for a continuing 
drama in which they, as the cast, come 
to grips with death.

The dramatic effort to sustain life 
begins with the landing of a medical 
HYDFXDWLRQ�KHOLFRSWHU�À\LQJ�VWUDLJKW�IURP�
D�EDWWOH¿HOG�ZKHUH�WKH�0DULQHV�RQERDUG�
were wounded only moments before in 
a brief encounter or from an exploding 
booby trap or any form of confrontation 
with the enemy or what some regard as 
“fate.”

As the helicopter approaches a landing 

site on the hospital’s grounds, stretcher-
EHDUHUV�DUH�DOUHDG\�VWDQGLQJ�E\�WR�RIÀRDG�
the casualties. The triage area where the 
FDVXDOWLHV�ZLOO�¿UVW�EH�WDNHQ�WR�KDYH�WKHLU�
wounds cleaned and their conditions 
diagnosed stands ready as it does 24-hours 
a day. Special sections, such as X-ray, 
stand by to offer their services.

As the medevac choppers touch down, 
there’s no hesitation on the stretcher-
bearers’ part to rush forward and begin 
immediately removing the casualties. 
Some wounded are ambulatory and make 
it to triage with a minimum of assistance, 
but others are lying on stretchers, and 
for some of them, their lives are in the 
hands of men whom they’ve never seen 
and whom they may never see again after 
they’ve made a successful recovery.

Leatherneck followed a seriously 

From the Leatherneck Archives: September 1969

Where the War Ends ...

Above: Naval medical research special-

ists constantly seek the causes and cures 

for illnesses peculiar to those who are 

serving in Vietnam.

Below: The dramatic effort to sustain 

life begins when a medical evacuation 

helicopter arrives at the NSA hospital.
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wounded Marine through the lifesaving 
processes performed by the NSA Hospital 
personnel. The result was what laymen 
might term a miracle, but what has seem-
ingly become routine to the men who 
performed it. It began with a tension-
packed dialogue in the triage room where 
organized chaos reigned.

“Squeeze it, Charlie, squeeze it!” a 
WDOO��JUHHQ�FODG�¿JXUH� LQWRQHG��DOPRVW�
frantically.

Charlie squeezed his right hand into a 
¿VW�DQG�WKH�FRUSVPDQ�LQVHUWHG�D�QHHGOH�
into an arm.

“Where you from, Charlie?” asked 
another Sailor armed with a clipboard, a 
sheath of forms and a pencil.

“G ... Georgia,” Charlie stuttered 
through clenched teeth as he fought the 
pain.

“How’d you get it?” another corpsman 
asked as he cut Charlie’s clothes away.

“Damned booby trap,” grunted Charlie.
“How you feel?” asked one of Charlie’s 

buddies lying next to him on another 
stretcher.

Charlie hesitated before he answered the 
question. He must have decided to survey 
the damage before he could ascertain how 
he felt. He raised his head to assess the 
damage caused by the booby trap: he 
saw that both his legs were gone above 
the knees and that he was missing three 
¿QJHUV�DQG�D�WKXPE�IURP�KLV�OHIW�KDQG�

“Uh-oh!” sighed Charlie, fully realizing 
IRU�WKH�¿UVW�WLPH�ZKDW�KDG�KDSSHQHG�WR�
him. But Charlie never related how 
he felt; instead, he seemed to be more 
concerned about his buddy who had asked 
the question.

“Hey, Smitty! You OK, man?” Charlie 
asked.

“Yeah,” Smitty said, forcing a grin 
that Charlie couldn’t see, “but I feel like 
a porcupine turned inside out.”

Smitty was riddled with tiny fragments 
from the booby trap Charlie had stepped 
on, but he was considered to be in “excel-
lent” condition by the hospital personnel. 
No real battle here for them, but for 
&KDUOLH��LW�ZRXOG�EH�DQ�XSKLOO�¿JKW�DOO�WKH�
way because he was bleeding internally, 
had large fragments from the booby trap 
in his torso, arms, and face, and faced the 
possibility of slumping into what would 
be a fatal shock.

After a half-hour of stabilizing Charlie’s 
life-signs, getting blood into him and 
VWHPPLQJ�DV�PXFK�RI�WKH�ÀRZ�IURP�KLV�
wounds as possible considering their size, 
Charlie was carried into X-ray. After a few 
moments in X-ray, Charlie, who was still 
conscious and carrying on a conversation 
with the corpsmen in an effort to keep his 
mind off his wounds, was taken straight to 
one of the hospital’s six operating rooms.

Waiting for Charlie in the operating 
room were four surgeons, an anesthetist, 
a nurse and eight corpsmen. There was 
no need for a conference on the procedures 
to be performed on Charlie because, for 
the most part, Charlie’s wounds were very 
obvious. Preparations began immediately 
on Charlie’s arrival for treating his injuries. 
1RUPDOO\��KH�ZRXOG�KDYH�¿UVW�JRQH�WR�D�
pre-operation area where he would have 
been shaved, bathed and completely 
prepared for surgery but because of his 

wounds and the fact that every second 
counted in saving his life, he was prepared 
for surgery on the operating table where 
doctors discussed and planned their 
procedures.

The operating room personnel were 
swift and sure. Arteries were tied and 
bleeding stopped; frayed f lesh was 
trimmed and cauterized; metal fragments 
were dug out of Charlie; surgery was 
required to halt internal bleeding; an 
orthopedist set Charlie’s left arm which 

Above: A Navy doctor and his assistant study X-rays of a Marine’s fragmentation 

wounds before his scheduled surgery.

For Navy medical personnel at the NSA hospital, the war continues daily, although 

it may be only a brief and easily won skirmish with a flesh wound or a hard-fought 

battle against death.
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had been broken by the explosion; another 
doctor worked to save Charlie’s one 
UHPDLQLQJ�¿QJHU�RQ�KLV� OHIW�KDQG��DQG�
¿QDOO\��VL[�KRXUV�DIWHU�&KDUOLH�KDG�DUULYHG�
DW� 16$� KRVSLWDO�� KLV� ZRXQGV� ZHUH�
EDQGDJHG�DQG�WKH�VXUJHRQV�KDG�SHUIRUPHG�
DQRWKHU�³PLUDFOH�́ �%XW�PRVW�RI�WKHP�FRXOG�
not step back and admire their work be-
FDXVH�RWKHU�³&KDUOLHV´�ZRXOG�VRRQ�UHTXLUH�
their attention.
$IWHU�VXUJHU\��&KDUOLH�ZDV�PRYHG�WR�

the hospital’s Intensive Care Unit (ICU). 
+HUH�� KH� ZDV� ZDWFKHG� OLWHUDOO\� HYHU\�
PLQXWH�RI�WKH�GD\�IRU�VLJQV�RI�LQIHFWLRQ�
LQ�WKH�ZRXQGV��UHDFWLRQ�WR�DQ\�PHGLFDWLRQ�
or any indication that his already critical 
condition might worsen. When emergen-
FLHV�GLG�DULVH��WKH�QXUVHV�DQG�FRUSVPHQ�
LQ�,&8�HLWKHU�FRXQWHUHG�WKHP�RU�FDOOHG�
IRU�D�GRFWRU¶V�DVVLVWDQFH�
7KUHH�GD\V�DIWHU�&KDUOLH� WULSSHG�WKH�
ERRE\� WUDS��KH�ZDV� LQ� VXFK�JRRG�FRQ�
dition—and high spirits considering the 
H[WHQW�RI�WKH�LQMXULHV�KH�KDG�VXVWDLQHG²
WKDW�KH�ZDV�HYDFXDWHG�WR�WKH�6WDWHV�
³7KHVH�SHRSOH�DUH�UHDOO\�ZRQGHUIXO�́ �
&KDUOLH�VDLG��³,�GRQ¶W�NQRZ�DQ\�RI�WKHP²
EXW�,�NQRZ�,�RZH�WKHP�VRPHWKLQJ�,�FDQ�
never repay.”
&KDUOLH¶V�GHEW�RI�JUDWLWXGH�LV�VRPHWKLQJ�
WKRXVDQGV�RI�0DULQHV�RZH�WR�WKH�PHGLFDO�
SHUVRQQHO�DW�16$�KRVSLWDO�EXW�WKH�GRFWRUV��
QXUVHV�DQG�FRUSVPHQ�VHHP�WR�IHHO�WKDW�QR�
one owes them anything.
³:H�JHW�RXU�RZQ�VDWLVIDFWLRQ�RXW�RI�

seeing a man who’s more dead than alive 
ZKHQ�KH�DUULYHV�KHUH�OHDYH�IRU�WKH�6WDWHV�
ZHOO�RQ�WKH�ZD\�WR�UHFRYHU\�́ �VDLG�RQH�
FRUSVPDQ��³,W¶V�D�KDUG�IHHOLQJ�WR�GHVFULEH�
����EXW�LW¶V�D�JRRG�IHHOLQJ�́

%XW�WKHQ��WKHUH�DUH�WKRVH�0DULQHV�ZKR�
are beyond help when they arrive at the 
KRVSLWDO�DQG�IUDQWLF�HIIRUWV�WR�VDYH�WKHP�
are not so happily rewarded.
³,W�UHDOO\�KXUWV�\RX�ZKHQ�\RX�¿JKW�OLNH�
KHOO�WR�VDYH�D�PDQ¶V�OLIH�́ �H[SODLQHG�RQH�
FRUSVPDQ��³DQG�\RX�EHJLQ�WR�VHH�KLP�VOLS�
DZD\�IURP�\RX�DQG�\RX�¿JKW�DOO�WKH�PXFK�
KDUGHU��EXW�\RX�ORVH�KLP�DQ\ZD\�EHFDXVH�
WKHUH¶V�MXVW�QR�SRZHU�RQ�HDUWK�WKDW�FDQ�
VDYH�KLP��$QG�DIWHU�KH¶V�JRQH��\RX�DVN�
\RXUVHOI��µ'LG�,�GR�VRPHWKLQJ�ZURQJ"�:DV�
WKHUH�VRPHWKLQJ�HOVH�,�FRXOG�KDYH�GRQH"¶�

DQG�HYHQ�WKRXJK�WKH�DQVZHU�DOZD\V�VHHPV�
WR�EH�µQR�¶�\RX�VWLOO�ZRQGHU�́
:KLOH�WKH�UHVXOWV�RI�WKH�GHGLFDWLRQ�RI�
WKH�KRVSLWDO�VWDII�LQ�FDVHV�OLNH�&KDUOLH¶V�
VSHDN�PRUH�FOHDUO\�WKDQ�SULQWHG�IDFWV�DQG�
¿JXUHV��LW�VKRXOG�EH�QRWHG�WKDW�VWDWLVWLFV�
DUH�LPSRUWDQW�LQ�WKH�FDVH�RI�16$�KRVSLWDO��
7KH\�DUH�QRW�VWDWLVWLFV�FRPSLOHG�IRU�WKH�
VDNH�RI�EHDWLQJ�ROG�UHFRUGV��EXW�WKH\�DUH�
GDWXP�DFFXPXODWHG�WKURXJK�WKH�QHFHVVLW\�
RI�SURMHFWLQJ�WKH�KRVSLWDO¶V�QHHGV�IRU�SHU�
VRQQHO�DQG�HTXLSPHQW�WR�KDQGOH�FDVXDOWLHV�
ZKRVH�QXPEHUV�ÀXFWXDWH�GDLO\��6WDWLVWLFV�
JDWKHUHG�E\�WKH�KRVSLWDO�IRU�)HEUXDU\������
UHIOHFW� QRW� RQO\� WKH� KRVSLWDO¶V� EXVLHVW�
PRQWK��EXW�WKH�KDUGHVW�IRXJKW�PRQWK�RI�
WKH�9LHWQDP�:DU��7KH\�DUH��������DGPLV�
VLRQV��������RXWSDWLHQW�YLVLWV��DQ�DYHUDJH�
VWD\�RI�����GD\V�SHU�DGPLVVLRQ���������
LPPXQL]DWLRQV������ UHIUDFWLRQV��������
VSHFWDFOHV�IDEULFDWHG���������SUHVFULSWLRQV�
GLVSHQVHG���������ODE�WHVWV�SHUIRUPHG��
�������;�UD\V�WDNHQ�DQG�������XQLWV�RI�
ZKROH�EORRG�WUDQVIXVHG�
³<RX�PLJKW�WKLQN�WKDW�WKH�PDMRULW\�RI�WKH�
DGPLVVLRQV�KHUH�FRPH�IURP�WKH�EDWWOH¿HOG�́ �
RQH�GRFWRU�SRLQWHG�RXW��³EXW�RGGO\�HQRXJK��
PRUH�WKDQ�KDOI�WKH�SDWLHQWV�DGPLWWHG�DUH�
VXIIHULQJ�IURP�GLVHDVH�RU�LQMXULHV�́
&RPSDUDWLYHO\��LQ�)HEUXDU\������RQO\�
����SDWLHQWV�DGPLWWHG�WR�16$�KRVSLWDO�
VXIIHUHG�IURP�GLVHDVH�RU�LQMXU\�ZKLOH�WKH�
UHPDLQGHU�ZHUH�EDWWOH� FDVXDOWLHV��%XW��
LQ�6HSWHPEHU�������������SDWLHQWV�ZLWK�
GLVHDVHV�RU�LQMXULHV�ZHUH�DGPLWWHG�ZKLOH�
����FRPEDW�FDVXDOWLHV�ZHUH�DGPLWWHG�
³%HFDXVH�RI�WKH�KLJK�GLVHDVH�UDWH��VXFK�
DV�PDODULD��IHYHU�RI�XQNQRZQ�RULJLQ�DQG�
VR�RQ��KHUH�LQ�9LHWQDP��D�1DYDO�PHGLFDO�

The intensive care unit of the NSA hospital is the scene of 24-hour-a-day activity. 

Casualties just out of surgery are kept under constant surveillance by medical 

personnel who are alert to the slightest change in a patient’s condition.

Thousands of lives have been saved because of rapid medevacs, the excellent facilities 

of NSA hospital, and the professional competence of its medical and support personnel.
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research unit works with the hospital in 
WU\LQJ�WR�¿QG�FXUHV�DQG�FDXVHV�RI�WKHVH�
GLVHDVHV�́ �VDLG�D�GRFWRU�
7KH�PHGLFDO�UHVHDUFK�XQLW�LV�RQH�RI�WKH�
¿YH�VSHFLDO�WDVNV�DVVLJQHG�WKH�KRVSLWDO��7KH�
RWKHU�IRXU�DUH�VKRFN�UHVHDUFK��RSHUDWLRQ�RI�
D�IUR]HQ�EORRG�EDQN��SUHYHQWLYH�PHGLFLQH�
UHVHDUFK��DQG�RSWLFDO�IDEULFDWLRQ�
7KHUH�DUH����VSHFLDOW\�GHSDUWPHQWV�ZLWK�
LQ�WKH�KRVSLWDO�PDQQHG�E\����GRFWRUV�����
QXUVHV�����PHGLFDO�VHUYLFH�FRUSV�RI¿FHUV��
����FRUSVPHQ�DQG�����VXSSRUW�SHUVRQQHO��
7KH\�DUH��JHQHUDO� VXUJHU\��RUWKRSHGLF�
surgery; neurosurgery; genitourinary 
surgery; anesthesiology; opthalmology; 
RWRODU\QJRORJ\��LQWHUQDO�PHGLFLQH��UDGL�
RORJ\��GHUPDWRORJ\��SUHYHQWLYH�PHGLFLQH��
DQG�ODERUDWRU\�SDWKRORJ\�
$GGLWLRQDOO\��WKHUH�LV�D�GHQWDO�IDFLOLW\�
DW�WKH�16$�KRVSLWDO�VWDIIHG�E\����GHQWLVWV�
DQG� ��� WHFKQLFLDQV�� 'HQWDO� SHUVRQQHO�
KDQGOH�D�ORW�RI�VSHFLDOW\�FDVHV�UHVXOWLQJ�
IURP�FRPEDW�ZKLFK�UHTXLUH�VXUJHU\�RU�
WUHDWPHQW��$QG��LQ�DGGLWLRQ�WR�WKH�QRUPDO�
GXWLHV�RI�D�GHQWDO�FOLQLF��D�VHW�RI�GHQWXUHV�
FDQ�EH�WXUQHG�RXW�LQ�RQH�WR�WKUHH�GD\V��
GHSHQGLQJ�RQ�FLUFXPVWDQFHV�
3HUKDSV�LW�LV�VRPHZKDW�LURQLF�WKDW�DOO�RI�
WKH�IDFLOLWLHV�DYDLODEOH�DW�WKH�16$�6WDWLRQ�
+RVSLWDO�FDQ�EH�XWLOL]HG�E\�9LHW�&RQJ�RU�
1RUWK�9LHWQDPHVH�$UP\�FDSWLYHV��$QG��
LQ�VRPH�FDVHV��9LHWQDPHVH�SDWLHQWV�DUH�
WUHDWHG�DW�16$�KRVSLWDO��GHSHQGLQJ�RQ�WKH�

W\SH�RI�WUHDWPHQW�WKH\�UHTXLUH��+RZHYHU��
DV�DQ\�GRFWRU�RU�FRUSVPDQ�ZLOO�EH�TXLFN�
WR� LQIRUP�\RX��PHGLFDO� WUHDWPHQW�RI�D�
0DULQH��RU�DQ\�RWKHU�8�6��VHUYLFHPDQ��LV�
WKHLU�¿UVW�REOLJDWLRQ�
³:H¶YH�JRW�HYHU\WKLQJ�JRLQJ�IRU�XV�KHUH�
LQ�WKH�ZD\�RI�HTXLSPHQW�DQG�SHUVRQQHO�́ �
D� QHXURVXUJHRQ� SRLQWHG� RXW�� ³2XU�
HTXLSPHQW�LV�XS�WR�GDWH�DQG�FRPSDUDEOH�
WR�PDQ\�H[FOXVLYH�SULYDWH�KRVSLWDOV�LQ�WKH�
6WDWHV��$QG�ZH�IHHO�WKDW�ZH�KDYH�WKH�EHVW�
DQG�PRVW�H[SHULHQFHG�KRVSLWDO�VWDII�\RX¶OO�
¿QG�DQ\ZKHUH�LQ�9LHWQDP�́
7KLV�VWDWHPHQW�PD\�EH�ZK\�RQH�0DULQH�
SDWLHQW�ZDV�TXLFN�WR�SRLQW�RXW�WKDW�³����LW¶V�
EHWWHU� WR�JHW�KLW� LQ�9LHWQDP�WKDQ�WR�EH�
LQ�D�WUDI¿F�DFFLGHQW�RQ�WKH�/RV�$QJHOHV�
IUHHZD\��<RXU�FKDQFHV�RI�VXUYLYDO�DUH�
EHWWHU�́ �+H��RI�FRXUVH��LQFOXGHG�WKH�IDFW�
WKDW�VSHHG\�KHOLFRSWHU�PHGLFDO�HYDFXDWLRQ�
WR�WKH�16$�KRVSLWDO�KDV�JUHDWO\�LPSURYHG�
VXUYLYDO�FKDQFHV�
)RU� HYHU\� VHYHQ� 0DULQHV� DGPLWWHG�
WR�16$�KRVSLWDO��RQH�UHWXUQV�WR�GXW\�LQ�
WKH�¿HOG�ZLWK�KLV�XQLW�DQG�WKH�RWKHUV�DUH�
HYDFXDWHG� WR� WKH�6WDWHV��%XW� IRU�HYHU\�
0DULQH�DGPLWWHG�WR�WKH�KRVSLWDO��KLV�ZDU�
KDV�HQGHG��RIWHQ�RQO\�WHPSRUDULO\��)RU�
WKH�1DY\�SHUVRQQHO��WKHLU�ZDU�FRQWLQXHV�
GDLO\�DOWKRXJK�LW�PD\�EH�RQO\�D�EULHI�DQG�
HDVLO\�ZRQ�VNLUPLVK�ZLWK�D�ÀHVK�ZRXQG²
RU�D�KDUG�IRXJKW�EDWWOH�DJDLQVW�GHDWK�IRU�
D�0DULQH¶V�OLIH�

Corpsmen assigned to the hospital’s triage area find a few moments for relaxation while waiting for another medevac helicopter 

to arrive.
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Leatherneck Laffs

“It’s a high and tight, Gunny.”

“Does this happen with every full moon

or just at Halloween?”

“OK, guys. We go for the full-size candy bars first!”

“I don’t care if you’re from a Reserve group in Kentucky ... 

lose the hat!”
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“I hear there’s a pilot shortage. How can I help?”

“Kevlar is our most popular vest with the military.”

“You ever notice that we practice with gas masks

the day after we have beans in the mess hall?”

Counter intelligence
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Marines aboard had some bad moments when Princeton sank on Oct. 24, 1944

 By Sgt John Conner, USMC 

T
he blazing Princeton (CVL-23), 
shuddering with successive explo-
sions, and almost hidden under a 

dense pall of smoke was getting too hot 
for comfort. Private First Class Mike 
Flinn hung on to the paravane chain for 
long seconds waiting for PFC Warren 
Abriel to come to the surface with the 
lifejacket they were going to share in the 
squally sea. Flinn could swim but the 
JRLQJ�ZRXOG�EH�URXJK��7LPH�ZDV�À�\LQJ�
and he looked again, this time well be-

yond the spot one would expect a buoyed-
up man to reappear and saw his buddy in 
a swirl of foam moving swiftly astern 
and already out of reach. Flinn had no 
choice but to kick off and try to reach the 
nearest destroyer under his own power.

The can was about 50 yards off the 
carrier’s starboard beam and closing in, 
cutting her speed to that of the drifting 
À�DWWRS��,W�VKRXOG�KDYH�EHHQ�DQ�HDV\�VWUHWFK�
for Flinn’s practiced crawl but when he 
¿�QDOO\�UHDFKHG�IRU�D�NQRWWHG�OLQH�VZLQJLQJ�
from the destroyer’s fo’c’stle, he knew he 
could not make the hand-over-hand ascent. 

He was too tired. The waves he had been 
¿�JKWLQJ�KH�QRZ�XVHG�WR�KLV�DGYDQWDJH��
When the next one lifted him almost to 
the weather deck he grabbed the rope near 
the rail and hung on. The wave withdrew, 
the rearing bow lifted him clear and in 
another moment he would have been 
aboard with a single, last heave had not a 
pair of desperate Sailors reached from a 
roller’s crest and pulled him down with 
them. Flinn spluttered a warning, but too 
late. They had him around the waist and 
shoulders with the tenacity of the drowning 
men and his cramped hands wouldn’t hold.

CARRIER CASUALTY

From the Leatherneck Archives: 

February 1945
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Flinn got back to the surface in time to 
see a cargo net, slung overside amidships, 
going by him. He grabbed again but now 
the waves, sloshing with washing-machine 
vigor in the shrinking space between can 
and carrier, knocked him loose. The de-
stroyer drove on. Its stern fender, a Sailor 
astride it, dipped by and the Sailor, grin-
ning encouragement, leaned over and 
extended an arm. Their palms slapped 
together, held a moment, and were jerked 
apart. Flinn swore and went under a third 
time, spinning in the propellers’ wake, 
and praying. Then he was free again on 
the roaring surface.

Gasping for breath he looked around. 
Now and then another head would come 

and go in the glimpses he would get from 
the crest of a wave. Faint cries interposed 
themselves in the general din of a dying 
ship. Cries of “Help me,” “I can’t swim,” 
and “Oh, God, save me” came to him 
faint ly, and he thought of Abriel, a non-
swimmer with luck enough to find a 
lifejacket in the scramble. Sucking more 
water than air into his lungs and almost 
blinded by the brine sluicing over his face, 
he caught the picture of a raft skidding 
down the side of an advancing mountain 
of water.
�$OWHUQDWHO\�À�RDWLQJ�DQG�GRJ�SDGGOLQJ²

he was too tired to raise an arm out of 
WKH�VHD�WR�VZLP²)OLQQ�ZRUNHG�KLV�ZD\�
toward it. He couldn’t, he was certain, 

make it in his sodden clothing. He ducked 
under and pulled at his shoelaces, but 
didn’t have the strength to pull them 
untied. A Sailor in a lifejacket splashed 

past, ignoring his yells, but two 
others wearing Mae Wests caught 
him under either arm and helped 
him along. After an eternity of more 
struggling in a nightmare of ocean 
he felt himself being dragged onto 
something rubbery, and there was 
air to breathe again.

The second Battle of the Philippine 
Sea had moved on, leaving the 
stricken Princeton in the care of 
cruisers and destroyers. The task 

force was steaming north to intercept the 
ELJ�-DSDQHVH�FDUULHU�À�HHW��7KH�%DWWOH�RI�
Princeton had been a sudden, one-punch 
URXQG�LQ�ZKLFK�D�ERJH\��LGHQWL¿�HG�DV�D�
GLYH�ERPELQJ�-XG\��KDG�NQRFNHG�WKH�À�DW�
top cold with its one egg.

Marine Corporal Frank Rutkowski, a 
control talker in a 40 mm gun director 
pit, heard Control yell “dive-bomber over-
head” and looked up to see the Japanese 
come screaming out of a low cloud 
ceiling directly off the bow. Up forward 
DQWLDLUFUDIW�JXQV�FUDFNOHG�EULHÀ�\�DQG�WRR�
late. His eyes picked out the red disks 
on the wings and Rutkowski noted the 
dull, blackish bomb start on its separate 
downward path. He knew it couldn’t miss. 
It seemed to be coming right down his 
throat. He folded to the deck behind the 

Above: Birmingham assists Princeton

with fi refi ghting on Oct. 24, 1944.

Left: Princeton explodes as one of Reno’s 

torpedoes strikes home moments before 

the stricken carrier takes her fi nal plunge 

on Oct. 24, 1944. (USN photo)

PFC Mike Flinn PFC Warren Abriel Cpl Frank Rutkowski
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director shield and covered up.
The 40 Marines and hundreds of Sailors 

aboard the carrier were hardly aware a 
¿�JKW�KDG�VWDUWHG�EHIRUH�LW�ZDV�RYHU��7KH�
FORXGV�ZHUH�OHVV�WKDQ�������IHHW�KLJK�DQG�
few had had time to see the enemy as 
he bore down and jumped back into the 
RYHUFDVW�DJDLQ��VFRW�IUHH�
+LV�ERPE�VOLFHG�WKURXJK�WKH�À�LJKW�GHFN�
D�IHZ�IHHW�IURP�D�FUHZ�RI�0DULQH�JXQQHUV�
and splattered destruction in the bowels 
of the ship. Acrid smoke belched from the 
FOHDQ�ZRXQG�DQG�EXUVW�WKURXJK�KDWFKHV�
DQG�FUHZ�VKHOWHUV�EHKLQG�WKH�JXQV�
$W�WKH�¿�UVW�VRXQG�RI�¿�ULQJ�WKH�0DULQHV��
DW�JHQHUDO�TXDUWHUV�VLQFH�EHIRUH�GDZQ��
loaded their pieces and stood by. Cpl Bob 
%DLOH\�ZDV�LQ�D�FOLSSLQJ�URRP�KDQGLQJ�
���PP�PDJD]LQHV�WKURXJK�D�SDVVDJHZD\�
to PFC Nathan Smith. Smith, who had the 
control phones on, didn’t have time to tell 
Bailey about the bomber. The bomb’s 
impact bounced him into the corporal and 
WKH\�VOLG�VSUDZOLQJ�XS�DJDLQVW�D�EXONKHDG��
,W�KDG�JRQH�WKURXJK�D�QHLJKERULQJ��LQQHU�
FRPSDUWPHQW��FXWWLQJ�D�6DLORU�LQ�KDOI�LQ�

LWV�SDVVDJH��)HDWKHUV�IURP�D�VPDVKHG�
VDFN�À�RDWHG�WKURXJK�WKH�DLU�DV� WKH�
Marines, dressed only in skivvy 
VKRUWV�� JUDEEHG� WKHLU� FORWKHV� DQG�
scrammed outside. Be hind them the 
FOLSSLQJ�URRP¶V�DPPXQLWLRQ�DOUHDG\�KDG�
EHJXQ�WR�SRS�
�,Q�DQRWKHU�FOLSSLQJ�URRP�)LHOG�0XVLF�

Cpl Carl Heumann had a sandwich and 
cup of coffee whisked from his hand. He 
KDG�EHHQ�PDNLQJ�D�IDVW�WU\�DW�JUDEELQJ�
VRPH�FKRZ��7KURXJK�WKH�VPRNH�KH�FRXOG�
VHH� WKDW�KLV� OHIW� WURXVHU� OHJ�ZDV�JRQH��
ripped off.

R
HDG\�WR�¿�JKW��0DULQHV�KDG�QRWKLQJ�
WR�VKRRW�DW��1R�PRUH�ERJH\V�DS�
peared, but the dose of smoke 

JHQ�HUDWHG�E\�WKH�RQH�ZDV�PRYLQJ�RYHU�
the carrier fast and became Enemy No. 1. 
No one could live in it. The leathernecks 
were ordered to abandon one battery, then 
DQRWKHU��7KH�JURZLQJ�FRQÀ�DJUDWLRQ�VSOLW�
WKHP�XS��VRPH�GHSOR\LQJ�IRUH�DQG�VRPH�
aft.
6HUJHDQW�*HRUJH�*D\ORU� DQG� WZR�RI�
KLV�PHQ�VWDUWHG� WR�FORVH� WKHLU�FOLSSLQJ�

room when they heard someone inside 
\HOO�³+H\��OHW�PH�RXW�RI�KHUH�́ �7KURXJK�D�
VFXWWOH�EDUHO\�ELJ�HQRXJK�IRU�D�PDQ�WR�JHW�
his shoulder into, they hauled PFC Roy 
*DOODWLQ��D�OLWWOH�GRSHG�RII�DW�EHLQJ�OHIW�LQ�
WKH�OXUFK�E\�KLV�FROOHDJXHV��+H�KDG�EHHQ�
WU\LQJ�WR�VHFXUH�WKH�FOLSSLQJ�URRP�DQG�
WKRXJKW�WKH�JXQ�FUHZ�ZDV�RXWVLGH�
7KRVH� IRUFHG� DIW� ZHUH� SXUVXHG� UH�
OHQWOHVV��O\�E\�WKH�VPRNH��6WXPEOLQJ�EOLQGO\�
in a search for air, some started to jam on 
JDV�PDVNV��RWKHUV�HLWKHU�WXPEOHG�RU�MXPSHG�
RYHUERDUG��)LUVW�6HUJHDQW�$�&��&KLVKROP�
\HOOHG�KLV�OXQJV�RXW�WU\LQJ�WR�JHW�WKHP�WR�
VWRS��(YHU\ZKHUH�PHQ�JDJJHG�DQG�YRPLWHG�
XQWLO�WKH�VORZLQJ�VKLS�YHHUHG�LQ�KHU�FRXUVH�
DQG�WKH�ZLQGVZHSW�SDUW�RI�WKH�DIW�À�LJKW�
deck clear.
)RUZDUG��WKH�¿�UH¿�JKWHUV�FRXOG�GRGJH�
WKH�VPRNH��$�VFRUH�RI�0DULQHV�ZHUH�DV�
VLJQHG�WR�MHWWLVRQ�¿�JKWHU�SODQHV��DQ�H[�

Crewmen on board Birmingham spray water from 

fi re hoses onto the burning carrier as the cruiser closes 

to render assistance on Oct. 24, 1944.

Cpl Bob Bailey Cpl Carl Heumann
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SORVLYH�¿�UH�KD]DUG��7KH\�ZHUH�FURZGHG�
WRJHWKHU�ZKHUH�WKH\�KDG�EHHQ�SDUNHG�DIWHU�
D�À�LJKW��DQG�KDG�ODQGHG�MXVW�EHIRUH�WKH�
ERPE�LQJ��$QRWKHU�H[SORVLRQ�EHORZ�GHFNV�
TXDNHG�Princeton��7KH�0DULQHV�KXUULHG�
ZLWK�WKHLU�MRE��3XUVXLW�DIWHU�SXUVXLW�ZDV�
UROOHG�WRZDUG�D�GHFNVLGH�UDPS�DQG�ZLWK�
D�UXQQLQJ�VKRYH�ZDV�WRSSOHG�LQWR�WKH�VHD��
2QH�SODQH�VWXFN��KDOI�RYHU��,W�ZDV�SULHG�
ORRVH�DQG�IHOO�DZD\��OHDYLQJ�D�EHOO\�WDQN�
MDPPHG�LQ�VXSHUVWUXFWXUH�JHDU��LWV�KLJK�
WHVW�JDVROLQH�SRXULQJ�WKURXJK�D�SDUWHG�
VHDP��:LWK� D� VXSHUKXPDQ� \DQN�� 3)&�
&RQUDG�/HSDJH�KHDYHG�LW�ORRVH�
)LYH�¿�JKWHUV�KDG�EHHQ�GLVSRVHG�RI��7KH�
0DULQH�FUHZ�KDG�JRQH�IRUZDUG�IRU�D�VL[WK�
ZKHQ�DQ�DLUFUDIW�HOHYDWRU�EOHZ�XS��,W�URVH�
VN\ZDUG�RQ�D�FROXPQ�RI�\HOORZ�¿�UH�DQG�
FUDVKHG�EDFN�VLGHZLVH�RQ�WKH�EOD]LQJ�ZHOO��
7KH�FDUULHU�VKRRN�DV�LI�ZLWK�WKH�DJXH��$�
SLHFH�RI�VKHHW�LURQ�ZUDSSHG�LWVHOI�DURXQG�

WKH�FUDQH��D�WLPEHU�IURP�WKH�KDQJDU�
À�RRU�VWUXFN�GRZQ�D�VLJQDOPDQ�RQ�WKH�
RSHQ� EULGJH�� IDWDOO\� LQMXULQJ� KLP��
DQRWKHU�6DLORU��VWDQGLQJ�DW�WKH�HGJH�RI�
WKH�VKDIW��KDG�KLV�FORWKHV�EXUQHG�RII�
KLP�ZKHUH�KH�VWRRG�
7KH� ZUHFNHG� HOHYDWRU� EORFNHG�
IXUWKHU�ZRUN� RQ� WKH� ILJKWHUV�� )LYH�
PLQXWHV�ODWHU��D�VHFRQG�HOHYDWRU�ZHQW�
XS�LQ�D�VHULHV�RI�³ZKRRI�ZKRRIV�́ �$�
JURXS�RI�HLJKW�0DULQHV��FURXFKHG�QHDU�

WKLV�QHZ�YROFDQR��FRYHUHG�XS�LQ�D�IUXLWOHVV�
HIIRUW�WR�VKLHOG�IDFHV�DQG�KDQGV�IURP�WKH�
VHDULQJ�JH\VHU�RI�À�DPH�DQG�GHEULV��0DQ\�
RI�WKHP�ZHUH�EXUQHG�
7ZHQW\� IHHW� DZD\�� �VW6JW�&KLVKROP�
WXUQHG�KLV�EDFN�DQG�ZDV�SURPSWO\�OLIWHG�
RYHUVLGH�RQ�D�EODVW�RI�KRW�DLU��,W�ZDV�D����
IRRW� WULS� GRZQ�� EXW� WKH� ¿�UVW� VHUJHDQW��
KXJJLQJ�NQHHV�WR�FKHVW��GLGQ¶W�IHHO�DQ\�
VKRFN�ZKHQ�KH�KLW�WKH�ZDWHU��7KH�H[SOR�
VLRQV�RQ�WKH�VKLS�ZRUULHG�KLP�DQG�ZKHQ�
KH�VTXDUHG�KLPVHOI�DZD\�RQ�WKH�VXUIDFH��
KH�UROOHG�RYHU�RQ�KLV�EDFN��VWLFNLQJ�KLV�
FKHVW�RXW�DV�IDU�DV�KH�FRXOG�WR�HVFDSH�WKH�
HIIHFW�RI�FRQFXVVLRQ��'R]HQV�ZHUH�LQ�WKH�
ZDWHU� DURXQG�KLP�FOLQJLQJ� WR� WDWWHUHG�
WLPEHUV�LQ�JURXSV��$Q�LQMXUHG�0DULQH�NHSW�
DGGUHVVLQJ�KLP�EOHDNO\�
³6HUJHDQW��KRZ¶V�P\�IDFH"´
7KH�IDFHV�RI�DOO�EXW�WKLV�0DULQH�ZHUH�
EODFN�ZLWK�WKH�JULPH�RI�WKH�¿�UH��+LV�ZDV�

ZKLWH��DV�LI�WKH�VNLQ�KDG�EHHQ�SHHOHG�RII��
%XW�WKH�¿�UVW�VHUJHDQW�FRXOGQ¶W�WHOO�KLP�WKDW�
³,W�ORRNV�2.�́ �KH�ZRXOG�DOZD\V�UHSO\�
³/RRN�DW�LW��ORRN�DW�LW�́ �WKH�0DULQH�NHSW�
LQVLVWLQJ��³6HUJHDQW��,¶P�ZRUULHG�DERXW�
P\�IDFH�́
7KH�DEDQGRQ�VKLS�RUGHU�ZDV�JLYHQ�DW�
������LPPHGLDWHO\�DIWHU�WKH�VHFRQG�HOH�
YDWRU�H[SORVLRQ��EXW�ZLWK�WKH�3$�V\VWHP�
NQRFNHG�RXW�LW�KDG�WR�EH�SDVVHG�E\�ZRUG�
RI�PRXWK��0DQ\�GLGQ¶W�KHDU�LW��,Q�WKH�WXU�
PRLO��GXULQJ�ZKLFK�WKH�¿�UH¿�JKWLQJ�FRQ�
WLQXHG��1DY\�SLORWV�SXOOHG�OLIHMDFNHWV�DQG�
LQÀ�DWDEOH� UDIWV� IURP�SODQHV�DQG� WKUHZ�
WKHP�LQWR�WKH�VHD��7KH\�KHOSHG�WKH�0D�
ULQHV�ZKRVH�MDFNHWV�KDG�EHHQ�OHIW�LQ�FUHZ�
VKHOWHUV�EHKLQG�WKHLU�JXQV�WR�PDNH�PRUH�
URRP�IRU�¿�ULQJ��7KH�VPRNH�ZDV�QRZ�WRR�
WKLFN�WR�UHDFK�WKHP�
6JW�*D\ORU��ZKR�KDG�EHHQ�KHOSLQJ�ZLWK�
WKH�SODQHV��ZDV�LOO�IURP�WKH�VPRNH��+H�
ZDV�ZRQGHULQJ�KRZ�ORQJ�KH�ZRXOG�ODVW�
LQ�WKH�KHDY\�ZHDWKHU�ZKHQ�D�À�LHU�WKUHZ�D�
OLIHMDFNHW�RYHU�KLV�VKRXOGHUV�DQG�SURSHOOHG�
KLP�WRZDUG�WKH�VWDUERDUG�VLGH��*D\ORU�KDG�
WKURZQ�D�OHJ�RYHU�D�OLQH�DQG�ZDV�VWDUWLQJ�
WR�GHVFHQG�ZKHQ�D�QDYDO�RI¿�FHU�UDQ�XS�
\HOOLQJ� WKURXJK�FXSSHG�KDQGV� WKDW� WKH�
DEDQGRQ�VKLS�RUGHU�KDG�EHHQ�FKDQJHG�
IURP�VWDUERDUG� WR�SRUW�GHEDUNDWLRQ��$�
GHVWUR\HU�ZDV�SXOOLQJ�XS� WR� VWDUERDUG�
WR� WDNH�RII� WKH�ZRXQGHG��7KH�VHUJHDQW�

A starboard quarter view of the newly 

commissioned USS Princeton as she 

steams in the Delaware River during her 

preliminary sea trials on March 28, 1943.

1stSgt A.C. Chisholm PFC Conrad Lepage
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VWDJJHUHG�DFURVV�WKH�À�LJKW�GHFN�DQG�PDGH�
LW�GRZQ�WKH�SDUDYDQH�FKDLQ�WR�EH�SLFNHG�
XS�ODWHU�
%\�QRZ�GHVWUR\HU�JLJV�DQG�ZKDOHERDWV�
ZHUH�FOLPELQJ�WKURXJK�WKH�ZDYHV�RQ�WKH�
ORRNRXW�IRU�VXUYLYRUV��2QH�DSSURDFKHG�&SO�
+HXPDQQ��7KH�FR[VZDLQ�ZDV�FKHHUIXOO\�
VLQJLQJ�RXW�
³7D[L��WD[L��IUHVK�ZDWHU��VDOW�ZDWHU�WD[L�́
$V�KH�KHOSHG�WKH�WLUHG�0DULQH�RXW�RI�WKH�
RFHDQ�DIWHU�D����PLQXWH�VZLP��KH�SLSHG�
³*HH]��MXVW�D�ZHHN�DJR�ZH�ZHUH�SLFNLQJ�
XS�-DSDQHVH��DQG�QRZ�LW�KDV�WR�EH�\RX��
PDWH�́
,W�ZDV�KDUG�WR�JHW�PDQ\�RI�WKH�PHQ�WR�
OHDYH�WKH�FDUULHU��1DY\�/LHXWHQDQW�9�$��
0RLWRUHW��WKH�QDYLJDWRU��EHOORZHG�WKH�¿�QDO�
ZRUG��³([HUFLVH�VDOYDJH�FRQWURO�SKDVH�́ �
1RQH�EXW�WKH�VDOYDJH�FUHZ�ZDV�WR�UHPDLQ�
DERDUG�
)LUVW�/W�6DP�-DVNLOND��0DULQH�GHWDFK�
PHQW� DGMXWDQW�� OHIW� WKH� VLJQDO� EULGJH��
FODPEHULQJ�GRZQ�WKH�LVODQG�VXSHUVWUXFWXUH�
WR�LQVLVW�RQ�LPPHGLDWH�GHEDUNDWLRQ��+H�
PHW�6JW�-�$��0HOE\�
³6DUJH��URXQG�XS�DOO�WKH�PHQ�\RX�FDQ�
¿�QG�DQG�JHW�WKHP�RII�́ �KH�RUGHUHG�
$V�KH�WXUQHG�WR�FKHFN�RQ�RWKHU�GHWDLOV��
KH�UHPHPEHUHG������KH�KDG�OHIW� LQ�KLV�
URRP� EHORZ��+H�ZDV�ZDUGURRP�PHVV�
WUHDVXUHU�DQG�WKLV�ZDV�QRW�KLV�PRQH\��+H�

VSRWWHG�/LHXWHQDQW� -XQLRU�*UDGH� -RKQ�
3HWHUVRQ��D�JXQQHU\�FRQWURO�RI¿�FHU�
³3HWH�́ �KH�\HOOHG��³7KLQN�,�RXJKW�WR�JHW�
WKDW�PRQH\"´
³+HOO��QR��\RX�QHYHU�FDQ�WHOO�ZKDW¶V�JRLQJ�
WR�EORZ�QH[W�́ �WKH�RWKHU�RI¿�FHU�UHSOLHG�

M
HQ�ZHUH�UXQQLQJ�SDVW�WKHP�WR�
WKH�KRVHV��URSH�OLQHV�DQG�FKDLQV�
KDQJLQJ�RYHUVLGH��6JW�0HOE\�

KDG�UHDFKHG�WKH�IR¶F¶VWOH�ZKHQ�KH�KHDUG�
WKH�URDU�RI�SODQHV�RYHU� WKH�UDFNHW��7KH�
GHVWUR\HUV�DQG�D�FUXLVHU�ZHUH�RSHQLQJ�XS�
DV�KH�VDZ�¿�YH�-DSDQHVH�WRUSHGR�ERPEHUV�
FRPLQJ�LQ� ORZ�RYHU� WKH�ZKLWHFDSV��+H�
QRWLFHG�WKH\�ZHUH�WZR�HQJLQHG�%HWW\¶V��
FKXEE\��JURWHVTXH�SODQHV��EHQW�RQ�VFRULQJ�
DQ�HDV\�YLFWRU\��7KH�³SDZP�SDZP�SDZP´�
RI�WKH�$PHULFDQ�VKLSV�GUXPPHG�ORXGHU�
DV�0HOE\�JRW�RYHU�WKH�VLGH��KDVWLO\��,Q�WKH�
ZDWHU��KH�ORRNHG�DJDLQ��7KH�-DSDQHVH�KDG�
GLVDSSHDUHG��6RPH�VDLG�DOO�KDG�EHHQ�VKRW�
GRZQ�HLWKHU�E\�¿�JKWHUV�WKH�Princeton had 

SXW�XS�HDUOLHU�WKDW�GD\��VRPH�E\�DFN�DFN��
7KH�-DSDQHVH�KDG�QRW�EHHQ�DEOH�WR�ODXQFK�
WKHLU�¿�VK�
�8S�RQ�WKH�À�LJKW�GHFN�3)&�$EULHO�VWRRG�
XQFHUWDLQO\�QHDU�D�JURXS�RI�6DLORUV��7KHUH�
ZDV�D�VKRFN�DQG�WKH�0DULQH�DQG�6DLORUV�
ZHUH�WKURZQ�LQ�D�KHDS�WR�D�JXQ�SODWIRUP��
(YHU\RQH� JRW� WR� KLV� IHHW�� WKH� 6DLORUV�
FOHDUHG�DZD\�DQG�WKH�3)&�IRXQG�KLPVHOI�

VWDULQJ�DW�D�OLIHMDFNHW�GURSSHG�DW�KLV�IHHW�
OLNH�PDQQD�IURP�+HDYHQ��+H�VQDWFKHG�LW�
XS�DQG�UDQ�IRU�WKH�SDUDYDQH�FKDLQ��$V�KH�
UHDFKHG�LW�)OLQQ�VWRSSHG�KLP��+H�GLGQ¶W�
KDYH�D�OLIH�SUHVHUYHU�
³+RZ�DERXW�KDQJLQJ�RQ�WR�\RX��FKXP"´�
KH�DVNHG�
³&RPH� RQ�´� $EULHO� MHUNHG� KLV� KHDG�
WRZDUG�WKH�VLGH�
6L[�IHHW�IURP�WKH�ZDWHU�$EULHO�MXPSHG��
:KHQ�KH�SRSSHG�WR�WKH�VXUIDFH�KH�ZDV�WRR�
IDU�DZD\�WR�WU\�WR�ZDLW�IRU�)OLQQ�
7KH�GULIW�ZDV�IDVW�DQG�EHIRUH�ORQJ�KH�
EHJDQ�WR�KDYH�WURXEOH�ZLWK�KLV�MDFNHW��,Q�
KLV�KDVWH�KH�KDG�QRW�WLHG�LW�VHFXUHO\�HQRXJK�
DQG�QRZ�LW�ZDV�EDQJLQJ�DJDLQVW�KLV�FKLQ��
$IWHU�PRUH�WKDQ�DQ�KRXU�RI�¿�JKWLQJ�WR�
NHHS�KLV�KHDG�IURP�VOLGLQJ�GRZQ�WKURXJK�
WKH�FROODU�KH�UHDOL]HG�KH�ZDV�RXW�RI�VLJKW�
DQG�VRXQG�RI�WKH�VKLSV��7KH�MDFNHW�ZDV�
VORSSLQJ�ZDWHU�GRZQ�KLV�WKURDW��VORZO\�
GURZQLQJ�KLP��ZKHQ�VL[�6DLORUV�FDPH�XS�
RYHU�D�ZDYH��WKHLU�DUPV�ZUDSSHG�DURXQG�
DQ�HPSW\�SRZGHU�FDQ��7KH\�JDYH�KLP�
D�KDQG�DQG�KH�FDXJKW�RQ��7HQ�PLQXWHV�
ODWHU�WZR�RI�WKH�6DLORUV�VWDUWHG�EORZLQJ�
ZKLVWOHV�DQG�WKH�UHVW�\HOOLQJ�DQG�SRLQWLQJ��
$�GHVWUR\HU�ZDV�SOXQJLQJ�WRZDUG�WKHP�
)RU�D�PLQXWH�LW�ORRNHG�OLNH�DQ�HQHP\�
VKLS�EHFDXVH�LW�ZDV�¿�ULQJ�LWV�DQWLDLUFUDIW�
JXQV��$EULHO�FRXOG�KHDU� WKH�FKDWWHU�RI�

Survivors jumped from a motor whaleboat to 

USS Cassin Young (DD-793) on Oct. 24, 1944.
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PDFKLQH�JXQV�DQG�WKH�FUDFN�RI�ULÀ�HV�IURP�
its decks. The water around him boiled 

in the rain of bullets. What the hell were 

WKH\�¿�ULQJ�DW"�+H�ORRNHG�DURXQG�DQG�ZKDW�
he saw made him jump nearly out of his 

waterlogged clothes. Long, yellowish 

bodies were lazily edging in.

“Sharks!” one of the Sailors screamed 

DQG�¿�YH�RI� WKHP�VWUXFN�RXW�ZLOGO\� IRU�
the destroyer. Abriel and a barber stayed 

behind. Neither could swim.

Abriel’s legs tingled with apprehension. 

+H�ZDWFKHG�WKH�FDQ�KHDYH�WR�DQG�ORZHU�
D�ZKDOHERDW��+H� FRXQWHG� WKH� VHFRQGV�
IHYHULVKO\��6RPHZKHUH�KH�KDG�UHDG�WKH�
sharks were harmless to man, but you 

couldn’t count on that in a spot like this. 

A Sailor in the bow of the whaleboat stood 

up, shouting oaths and prodding at the 

water with a boat hook. This became an 

HIIHFWLYH�WUHDWPHQW�DV�WKH�ERDW�JRW�FORVHU�
for one by one the underwater forms 

disappeared and Abriel, almost done in, 

was hauled out of their element.

Aboard the destroyer he found Melby, 

who had been one of those doing the 

shooting.

“I had just put on my Sailor’s suit and 

come on deck when someone recognized 

me as a sharpshooting Marine,” he ex-

plained. “They handed me an ’03, but I 

couldn’t see what they were shooting at 

until a Tommy gun on the bridge opened 

up. Then I saw the sharks. I don’t know 

whether we hit any, but they would dis-

appear when our shots got close.

From the destroyer’s deck Princeton
ORRNHG�OLNH�D�VROLG�PDVV�RI�¿�UH�DQG�VPRNH��
Another can was still tied up to her, and 

there were some aboard getting off the 

last of the injured. Two of these were 

Marines, Cpls Bailey and Carl Munski, 

WKH�ODVW�HQOLVWHG�PHQ�WR�OHDYH�WKH�À�DW�WRS�
&OLPELQJ�GRZQ�D�ODGGHU�IURP�WKH�À�LJKW�
GHFN�WR�WKH�IR¶F¶VWOH��LQWHQGLQJ�WR�VKRYH�
off, the corporals stopped to watch the 

GHVWUR\HU�WLH�XS��,W�KDG�PRYHG�XS�WKH�VLGH�
of the carrier and as its upper decks tilted 

toward the catwalk with each 

KHDYH�RI�WKH�VHD�PHQ�VFUDPEOHG�
aboard from the carrier. Now it 

was being made fast to the bow 

and the two Marines noticed 

there were wounded waiting to 

be transferred. They pitched in.

Those who could still walk 

they boosted to the destroyer’s 

fo’c’stle. Others were put into a transfer 

chair and swung across on a line. Still 

others were literally tossed into the arms 

of crewmen on the can. The Princeton
was trembling from the almost constant 

concussion of exploding am muni tion and 

might go down at any moment.

When all the wounded were off, Bailey 

IROORZHG�WKHP�RYHU��0XQVNL�FOLPEHG�EDFN�
WR�WKH�À�LJKW�GHFN�ZKHUH�HIIRUWV�ZHUH�VWLOO�
EHLQJ�PDGH�WR�FRQWURO�WKH�¿�UH��$�JURXS�
RI�PHQ²\RX�FRXOGQ¶W�WHOO�RI¿�FHUV�IURP�
enlisted men—were manning hose lines 

DW�DQ�HOHYDWRU�VKDIW��$W�WKH�QR]]OH�RI�RQH�
was the ship’s commander, Captain 

William Buracker, hardly recognizable 

in his soaked and blackened khaki uni-

IRUP��+H�ZDV�OHDQLQJ�LQWR�WKH�VPRNH�WR�
point the stream down.

³*DZG�́ � WKRXJKW�0XQVNL��³,¶YH�UHDG�
about captains staying with their ships to 

WKH�ODVW�PDQ��,¶YH�DOZD\V�ZDQWHG�WR�VHH�
it, and here it is.”

7KH�FRUSRUDO�DQG�WKH�IHZ�¿�UH¿�JKWHUV�
caught the destroyer as it  cast off. When 

the smaller ship was clear, two of the other 

rescue ships were assigned to turn guns 

and torpedo tubes on what was now a 

À�RDWLQJ�S\UH��6KH�ZHQW�GRZQ��VSHF�WDFXODU�
ly, in an explosion of color as brilliant as 

D�VHWWLQJ�3DFL¿�F�VXQ�

Sgt J.A. MelbySgt J.A. Melby Cpl Carl MunskiCpl Carl Munski

Birmingham, left, helps Princeton, right, during her ordeal, 

Oct. 24, 1944. The two ships grinded together in the swells 

and the cruiser’ s starboard side crushed part of the carrier’s 

portside catwalk and a 40 mm gun mount. A fl ight deck tractor 

hangs precariously over Princeton’s deck edge and crewmen 

position Hellcats and Avengers forward. (USN photo)
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Archivist John Lyles displays “Let’s Eat,” the WW II diary of POW Cpl Martin E. Eichman, one of the “treasures” among the personal 

papers collections at the Marine Corps History Division in the Simmons Center at Marine Corps University, Quantico, Va., Aug. 21. 

(Photo by Stephen Collins)

“Every Marine 
Has a Story to Tell”

For 100 Years, the USMC’s History Division 

Has Been Documenting the Corps’ History 

For Future Generations of Marines

By Sara W. Bock

Corn fritters with Karo; fried apple 
sandwiches with mayonnaise; lamb 
chops covered with a mix of soy and 
Worcestershire sauces. 

These unique combinations are just a 
few of the recipes in the personal papers 
collection of Corporal Martin E. Eichman, 
which he penciled within the pages of 
a diary he aptly titled “Let’s Eat.” Out 
RI�FRQWH[W��LW¶V�D�VHHPLQJO\�LQVLJQL¿�FDQW�
list of ideas for main dishes, desserts and 
drinks written by a young Marine.

But for Eichman, who was captured 

during the fall of Corregidor in 1942 while 
serving with Company H, 2nd Battalion, 
4th Marines and held by the Japanese as 
a prisoner of war for 40 months, a diary 
of recipes—written in his malnourished 
state in captivity—was a mental exercise 
that sustained his hope that he’d one day 
return home and eat to his heart’s content.  

The Eichman collection is just one of 
5,700 personal papers collections in the 
possession of the Marine Corps History 
Division, which has amassed more than 
9 million items ranging from original 
SKRWRJUDSKV�DQG�¿�OP� WR�RUDO�KLVWRULHV�
DQG�VLJQL¿�FDQW�GRFXPHQWV�DQG�VLQFH������

has been located in the Brigadier General 
Edwin H. Simmons Marine Corps History 
Center on the campus of Marine Corps 
University in Quantico, Va. The diary is a 
personal favorite of archivist John Lyles, 
who has spent nearly a decade working for 
the division and has seen more historical 
papers than he can count. 

“On the surface you say, ‘it’s a cook-
book—what does that really have to 
do with the Marine Corps or with this 
particular Marine?’ But I think it’s a 
fascinating look at a Marine doing what he 
needed to do to survive the ordeal of being 
a POW,” said Lyles, who compares each 
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day in the division’s Archives Branch— 
where family members often come to 
donate photographs and letters that be-
longed to a Marine in their family—to 
Christmas morning. “You never know 
what’s going to be on the other end of 
that door!” 

Lyles and six other full-time archivists 
work to collect and preserve the primary 
source materials that tell the story of the 
Corps and to make those documents 
accessible to both military and civilian 
researchers. Each individual item, such as 
Eichman’s “Let’s Eat” diary, has its own 
distinct story and is properly archived, 
cataloged into a database, and may even 
be referenced by staff historians as they 
continue the division’s 100-year effort to 
ZULWH�DQG�SXEOLVK�WKH�RI¿FLDO�KLVWRU\�RI�
the Marine Corps. 

“Every item that we get is sort of like a 
grain of sand on a beach. As an individual 
grain, it’s not much, but when you start 
piling all of the grains together, then 
the entire picture comes together,” said 
Lyles. “That’s sort of the way I view our 
collection.”

As home to the Marine Corps’ reposi-
WRU\�IRU�KLVWRULFDOO\�VLJQL¿FDQW�SDSHUV��
photographs and audiovisual materials, 
the History Division celebrates its cen-
tennial this year. It’s a multifaceted 
organization that has evolved greatly over 
the last century and became a component 
of Marine Corps University in 2002. Its 
mission includes preserving, researching, 
writing and publishing the “long and 
illustrious history” that is ingrained into 
the collective Marine identity and its 
organizational culture as a whole. Marines 
have long immortalized legends of the 
Corps like Chesty Puller, Dan Daly and 
John Basilone and passed along the stories 
of Belleau Wood, Iwo Jima and Khe Sanh 
for posterity, and it’s up to the division to 
ensure that these narratives—and those 
of today’s Marines serving in every clime 
and place—are accurately preserved and 
documented.

With director Dr. Edward Nevgloski, a 
retired Marine lieutenant colonel, at the 
helm, the individuals who comprise the 
History Division’s staff are energized 
and excited to help usher in the division’s 
second century with an increased focus 
on digitization of its records and a com-
mitment to harnessing the power of 
technology to make Marine Corps history 
more accessible to the masses than ever 
before.

“There’s really no point in preserving 
it if you’re not going to provide access to 
it,” said Lyles, who also is responsible for 
managing the Marine Corps’ command 
chronologies program. Utilized by the 

History Division as the foundation for 
RI¿FLDO�KLVWRULHV��EDWWOH�VWXGLHV�DQG�RWKHU�
publications, command chronologies—
required submissions from every Marine 
Corps unit—serve as the primary source 
materials, detailing the unit’s operational 
KLVWRU\�GXULQJ�D�VSHFL¿HG�SHULRG�RI�WLPH��

The tradition of documenting and 
disseminating the history of the Corps 
RI¿FLDOO\�EHJDQ�LQ�6HSWHPEHU������ZLWK�WKH�
establishment of the Historical Section, as 
it was then called, at Headquarters Marine 
Corps. By directive of Secretary of the 
Navy Josephus Daniels, Commandant 

Maj Edwin McClellan, the first officer in 

charge of the History Division, wrote the 

Corps’ first historical publication, “The 

United States Marine Corps in the World 

War,” in 1919.

Of the more than 9 million items in the possession of the History Division, Eichman’s 

“Let’s Eat” diary stands out to Lyles as a unique piece of Marine Corps history. Lyles 

views the individual items in the Archives as “grains of sand” that together tell the 

story of the Corps.

Its mission includes 

preserving, researching, 

writing and publishing the 

“long and illustrious history” 

that is ingrained into the 

collective Marine identity.
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Major General George Barnett ordered 
the creation of an archive of records 
and tasked Major Edwin N. McClellan 
with writing the history of the Marines 
in World War I. His report, “The United 
States Marine Corps in the World War,” 
emphasized the lessons learned by Ma-
rines and was intended to be a useful 
resource in future wars. McClellan also 
EHJDQ�ZULWLQJ�D� VHYHQ�YROXPH�RI¿FLDO�
history of the Marine Corps, a task that 
KH�QHYHU�¿QLVKHG�EXW�ODWHU�ZDV�FRPSOHWHG�
by Lieutenant Colonel Clyde H. Metcalf 
and published as “A History of the United 
States Marine Corps” in 1939.

The evolution of the History Division 
is best understood within the greater 
context of what was happening in the 
Marine Corps at the time, said Dr. Seth 
Givens, one of the division’s historians, 
who has studied at length the correlation 
between the two.

While the Marines were heavily en-
JDJHG�LQ�WKH�3DFL¿F�WKHDWHU�GXULQJ�:RUOG�
War II, the division faced challenges 
publishing histories and battle studies due 
to restructuring and frequent personnel 
FKDQJHV��7KH�¿UVW�XQLW�KLVWRULHV�SXEOLVKHG�
by the division were based primarily on 
war diaries and after-action report and 
highlighted a need for a more clearly 
organized “wartime historical program” 
in the future, with trained historians 
JDWKHULQJ�LQIRUPDWLRQ�LQ�WKH�¿HOG�

The 1947 publication of “The Defense 

of Wake” by then-director of the History 
Division, LtCol Robert D. Heinl Jr., was 
WKH�¿UVW�RI�D�VHULHV�RI����PRQRJUDSKV²
book-length studies of campaigns and 
RSHUDWLRQV²FRYHULQJ�WKH�UROH�RI�0DULQHV�
during WW II. A decorated combat 
veteran and one of the Corps’ most re-
nowned historians to date, Heinl and his 
counterparts laid the framework for future 
monographs, which the division continues 
to publish today.

The authors of the WW II monographs 
were “critical where warranted,” wrote 
Givens in a Marine Corps History article 
entitled “The History Division and Change 
in the Marine Corps: A Historiography” 
in commemoration of the division’s 100th 
anniversary.

“The criticism was constructive as 
much as it was academic, providing plan-
ners lessons from the last war that might 
be applied to the next,” Givens wrote.

According to Givens, in the late 1940s 
when the Marine Corps was threatened 
with dissolution by Congress and the 
Pentagon, its leaders used the History 
Division’s WW II monographs to justify 
their position that the Marines should 
remain their own independent branch of 
the Armed Forces.

Another of Heinl’s initiatives as director 
gained traction during the Korean War 
with the deployment of History Division 
¿HOG�KLVWRULDQV�WR�WKH�IURQW�LQ�DQ�HIIRUW�
to accurately record events for future 
publications, a practice that had begun 
during the tail end of WW II and has 
continued through subsequent wars and 
conflicts. The division also began to 
hire civilian historians, which resulted 
in accounts of Korean War battles being 
SXEOLVKHG�DV�HDUO\�DV������ZKLOH�0DULQHV�
ZHUH�VWLOO�HQJDJHG�LQ�WKH�¿JKWLQJ�

The Marines’ involvement in the 
Vietnam War led to a number of works, 
WKH�¿UVW�RI�ZKLFK��³6PDOO�8QLW�$FWLRQ�LQ�
Vietnam, Summer 1966” was published 
in 1967 with the intention of keeping the 
Marines involved in the war informed 
about lessons learned the previous year. It 
was written by Captain Francis J. “Bing” 
West Jr., who later became the assistant 
secretary of defense under the Reagan 
administration and who has in recent 
\HDUV�EHFRPH�D�SUROL¿F�DXWKRU�RI�ERRNV�
about the role of Marines in both Iraq and 
Afghanistan.

Following the war, the division pub-
lished a nine-volume series, “U.S. Ma-
ULQHV�LQ�9LHWQDP�́ �7KH�¿UVW�YROXPH�ZDV�

published in 1977 under the direction 
of BGen Edwin H. Simmons, for whom 
the History Division’s current building 
is named. BGen Simmons served as dir-
ector from 1971 to 1996 and under his 
leadership, said Givens, the division 
“expanded and thrived.”

In the 1990s, the History Division began 
publishing commemorative histories, 
beginning with “Opening Moves: Marines 
Gear Up For War,” written by former chief 
historian Henry I. Shaw Jr., in conjunction 
ZLWK�WKH���WK�DQQLYHUVDU\�RI�WKH�8�6��HQWU\�
into WW II. 

During the Gulf War and later during 
Operation Iraqi Freedom and Operation 
(QGXULQJ�)UHHGRP��WKH�GLYLVLRQ�VHQW�¿HOG�
historians to document events, gather 
materials and conduct interviews, re-
sulting in numerous publications. The 
HIIRUW�WR�FRPSOHWH�WKH�RI¿FLDO�RSHUDWLRQDO�
histories of Marines in Iraq and Afghani-
stan remains underway to this day.

LtCol Clyde H. Metcalf wrote “A History 

of the United States Marine Corps,” pub-

lished in 1939.

During the Gulf War and later during Operation Iraqi Freedom and 

Operation Enduring Freedom, the division sent �eld historians to document events, 

gather materials and conduct interviews, resulting in numerous publications.
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This 1978 photo shows the exterior of Building 58 at the Navy Yard, 

Washington, D.C., which housed the History Division—then the 

Marine Corps Historical Center and Museum—until it was relocated 

to Quantico in 2005.

LtCol Robert D. Heinl 

Jr., pictured here in a 

reinforced bunker in 

the Hawaiian Islands, 

served as director of 

the History Division 

following WW II 

and wrote the first 

monograph about 

the war, which set the 

standard for future 

publications.
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Existing under a variety of names, 
including Historical Section, Historical 
Division, Historical Branch and History 
and Museums Division, what is now 
known as the History Division was 
located in Washington, D.C., until 1941, 
when it was moved to Arlington, Va. The 
division returned to Washington at the 
Navy Yard in 1977 and later was relocated 
to Quantico in 2005. 

Having been aligned previously with 

the Marine Corps’ Museums Division, 
which became its own separate element 
in 2005 prior to the 2006 opening of the 
National Museum of the Marine Corps, 
the present-day History Division is focused 
on papers, idea and concepts while the 
museum specializes in objects. There is a 
great deal of interaction between the two, 
SDUWLFXODUO\�ZKHQ� LW� FRPHV� WR� ¿HOGLQJ�
questions from the general public and 
accepting donations of personal collections 

that may include a combination of papers, 
photographs, uniforms and other items.

Throughout a century of evolution 
and change, the History Division’s staff 
members emphasize that one thing has 
remained the same: a realization that a 
Marine Corps that knows and understands 
its history can use that knowledge to 
improve its future. 

“The division’s importance is not in 
chronicling what has already been, though 
that history is an important component 
of Marine culture,” Givens wrote in his 
historiography of the division. “More 
crucial is its role in producing works 
that inform those responsible for making 
decisions that will shape the future of the 
service. As a result, the division’s pub-
lications are historical documents in 
and of themselves, illustrative of what 
the leadership has deemed important 
enough to study at a given moment. To 
analyze them is to understand how the 
Marine Corps has evolved institutionally, 
doctrinally and philosophically.”

Givens, who earned his doctorate from 
Ohio University in 2018 and has been 
with the Marine Corps History Division 
for a year, is one of the historians in the 
Histories Branch, which is responsible for 
ZULWLQJ�WKH�&RUSV¶�RI¿FLDO�KLVWRU\��ERWK�
operational and institutional. 

“We’re strictly interested in the narrative 
RI�ZKDW�ZHQW�RQ��:H¶UH�WKH�¿UVW�GUDIW�RI�
history,” said Givens. “Scholars can then 
use our narrative and they can analyze any 
type of question they have, but we’re just 
trying to get the record down.”

Using primary source materials held 
by the Archives Branch, Givens and his 
counterparts are tasked not only with 
writing history, but also with anticipating 
what the Marine Corps might need or want 
in the future. 

Givens’ current area of focus is on 
writing the history of the Marine Corps 
in Operation Iraqi Freedom, which pre-
viously had only been completed through 
2004. It’s a project that he says has proven 
PRUH�GLI¿FXOW�WKDQ�RQH�PLJKW�WKLQN��'RF�
uments like command chronologies and 
unit records that in previous eras would 
have been paper-based were computer-
based during OIF and OEF, and many 
H[WHUQDO�KDUG�GULYHV�DQG�¿OHV�FRQWDLQLQJ�
unit records were lost or destroyed.

“It’s indicative of our digital age, isn’t 
it? At once it makes our lives really 

Since joining the staff of the History Divi-

sion’s Histories Branch in 2018, Dr. Seth 

Givens has become a subject matter ex-

pert on Marines in OIF and OEF and is 

working to complete the service’s of-

ficial histories of those conflicts.

Gen Wallace M. Greene Jr., 23rd Commandant of the Marine Corps, left, receives the 

first copy of the third volume of the history of Marine Corps operations in WW II from 

Henry I. Shaw, one of the authors and the chief historian with the History Division, 

June 21, 1967, in Washington, D.C. 
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“The stacks,” pictured here in the 1970s, continue to be a valuable resource for reference historians as they work to answer 

questions about Marine Corps history.

The History Division’s sta� members 

emphasize that one thing has remained the 

same: a realization that a Marine Corps that 

knows and understands its history can use 

that knowledge to improve its future. 

Daniel Crawford, a reference historian with the division in the 

1970s, uses a microfiche machine to conduct research. 

A History Division employee works among stacks of papers in 

this 1970s photo. Today, the division is working toward digi-

tization of its collections as it enters its second century.
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easy but it also complicates them,” 
said Givens, who also is working on 
various commemoratives for the 50th 
anniversaries of battles and operations 
during the Vietnam War. 

While the digital age presents some 
challenges for the division, Givens also 
sees technology as a force multiplier—an 
opportunity to get Marine Corps history 
into the hands of more people. With such 
a large volume of items in the archives, 
complete digitization of all the division’s 
materials on a research-friendly website is 

a tall order but ultimately is the end goal, 
said director Nevgloski. 

Utilizing social media sites Facebook, 
Instagram, and Twitter and photo shar ing 
forums like Flickr to share Marine Corps 
history with the world, the division is 
slowly but surely growing its online pres-
ence and ensuring its viability for future 
generations. But the division’s mainstay 
continues to be its publications: mono-
graphs, battle studies, commemoratives, 
GH¿�QLWLYH�KLVWRULHV��DQG�DQWKRORJLHV�XQGHU�
two distinct imprints: History Division 

and MCU Press; as well as two biannual 
professional journals: Marine Corps 
History, which replaced the division’s 
magazine, Fortitudine, in 2015; and MCU 
Journal. 

“I think the goal for each of these pub-
lished products is to analyze the Marine 
Corps’ past as a way to enable those 
‘thought leaders’ and military leaders who 
would like to draw from its past as an 
example of lessons learned—to help 
inform their decisions for the future,” said 
Stephani Miller, managing editor of 
Marine Corps History. 
0LOOHU�DQG�WKH�¿�YH�RWKHU� LQGLYLGXDOV�

who make up the division’s Editing and 
Design Branch are committed to accuracy 
and spend their days fact-checking and 
editing materials written by in-house 
historians like Givens, outside historians 
who have been asked to contribute, and 
instructors and students at MCU. In 
addition to the two journals, the division 
generally publishes between eight and 10 
books each year. Publications are available 
digitally and are free to the public, with 
print copies sent out primarily to libraries 
DQG�WR�XQLWV�LQ�WKH�À�HHW�

As part of Marine Corps University, 
the History Division is strategically 
positioned to interact with the students at 

Reference Branch: history.division@usmcu.edu
Publications: https://www.usmcu.edu/Outreach/Publishing/History-
Division-Publications

  Flickr: Marine Corps Archives

  Facebook: Marine Corps History Division

  Twitter: @CorpsHistory

  Instagram:  @MarineCorpsHistory

Located in the BGen Edwin H. Simmons Marine Corps History Center at Marine Corps University, today’s History Division is at the 

epicenter of the Marine Corps’ academic community, giving its historians the opportunity to participate in discussions that affect 

the future of the Corps. (Photo by Jason Monroe)

How To Access the History Division:

34        LEATHERNECK / OCTOBER 2019 www.mca-marines.org/leatherneck

mailto:history.division@usmcu.edu
https://www.usmcu.edu/Outreach/Publishing/History-
https://mca-marines.org/leatherneck


the university’s various schools, which 
include Expeditionary Warfare School 
and Command and Staff College, helping 
them better understand the history of their 
service and to use that knowledge to im-
prove situational awareness, said 
Nevgloski. The division provides lectures 
and presentations on the operational 
history of the Marine Corps and its insti-
tutional development, giving its historians 
a prime opportunity to be involved in the 
academic discussions and debates within 
the Marine Corps at large, Givens added.

But the division is far more than a just 
resource for the Marine Corps’ academic 
community—its Reference Branch reg-
XODUO\�¿HOGV�LQTXLULHV�IURP�+HDGTXDUWHUV�
Marine Corps, federal agencies and the 
general public. And for historian Mike 
Westermeier, these interactions, which in-
clude everyone from the Commandant to 
junior enlisted Marines and middle school 
students working on history projects, may 
just be the most rewarding of all.

Piled in the Reference Branch’s seem-
LQJO\�HQGOHVV�³VWDFNV´�DUH�¿OHV�RQ�D�ZLGH�
range of subjects related to the Marine 
Corps—“everything from colonial Ma-
rines to movies about Marines and bio-
JUDSK\�¿OHV�RQ�HYHU\ERG\�IURP�6DPXHO�
1LFKRODV�WR�/HH�+DUYH\�2VZDOG�WR�$GDP�
Driver; Commandants and Medal of 
+RQRU�UHFLSLHQWV�́ �VDLG�:HVWHUPHLHU��DQ�
Army veteran who received his master’s 
in military history from Norwich Uni-
versity and joined the division in 2017. 
$OO�RI�WKH�¿OHV�ZHUH�FRPSLOHG�RYHU�GHFDGHV�
DV�WKH�UHIHUHQFH�KLVWRULDQV�¿HOGHG�UHTXHVWV�
for information on a wide variety of 
Marine Corps-related topics. 

“The great thing about working here 
is every day I’m going to get something 
new,” said Westermeier, who emphasized 
WKDW�KH�WDNHV�HYHQ�WKH�PRVW�PLQRU�UHTXHVWV�
as seriously as the more substantial ones. 
“Sometimes it’s verifying a Montford 
Point Marine. Sometimes it’s just an 
email. I like to take pride in the fact that 

that small email is going to mean the world 
to somebody whose father was a Montford 
Point Marine, and they’re going to receive 
that recognition they’ve been waiting for.”
,Q�DGGLWLRQ�WR�DQVZHULQJ�LQTXLULHV�DQG�
UHTXHVWV��:HVWHUPHLHU�LV�WKH�GLYLVLRQ¶V�XQLW�
historian and is responsible for ensuring 
accurate lineage and honors, allowing 
Marines to know and understand their 
unit’s history and heritage.

Last year, Westermeier had an oppor-
tunity that he considers the highlight of his 
career: he traveled to Marine Corps Base 
Camp Pendleton, Calif., and shared his 
knowledge with the Marines of I Marine 
([SHGLWLRQDU\�)RUFH��+H�WROG�WKHP�WKH�

stories of the Marines who fought for their 
OLYHV�RQ�WKH�VWUHHWV�RI�+XH�&LW\�DQG�RI�
the daring exploits of the Marine Corps’ 
¿UVW�DYLDWRUV�ZKR�EUDYHG�WKH�VNLHV�DERYH�
Europe during World War I.
+H�DOVR�VKDUHG�D�VLPSOH�\HW�SURIRXQG�

message with the next generation of 
history-making Marines:  

“This is what you are part of now. 
This is a part of you. You own it. You’re 
responsible for it. You’ve got to perpetuate 
it—but look at what you’re a part of, and 
what these Marines did. Maybe someday 
you’ll have to do the same, but you’ll be 
able to do it because you know that other 
Marines have done it.”

But the division is far 

more than a just resource 

for the Marine Corps’ 

academic community—

its Reference Branch 

regularly �elds inquiries 

from Headquarters Marine 

Corps, federal agencies and 

the general public.

Reference historian Mike Westermeier fields inquiries from both inside and outside 

the Marine Corps and enjoys the opportunity to interact with Marines and help them 

identify with and learn from the history of the Corps.
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Lessons on Leadership 
From an Iconic 21 st Century Marine

By Col Mary H. Reinwald, USMC (Ret)

CALL SIGN
CHAOS

After arriving in Iraq during a July 2007 visit to the region, LtGen James N. Mattis, left, takes a moment to talk to Cpl Brian E. Bell, 

center, and Cpl Gregory L. Souza, right. (Photo by LCpl Brian L. Lewis, USMC)
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A
nyone who spends even just a few 
minutes with former secretary of 
defense and retired Marine Gen-

eral James N. Mattis quickly realizes that 
his so-called nickname of “Mad Dog” is 
completely inappropriate for such an 
intelligent, rational and deliberate man. 
His new book bears the far more ap-
propriate moniker by which the general 
is actually known. “Call Sign Chaos: 
Learning to Lead,” co-authored with Bing 
:HVW�� FRQWDLQV� UHÀ�HFWLRQV� DQG� OHVVRQV�
learned by a giant of the Corps whose 
successes leading Marines in both 
Afghanistan and Iraq are the stuff of 
legend. Gen Mattis spoke with the editors 
of the Marine Corps Gazette and Leather-
neck on May 28 and discussed his upcom-
ing book and the leadership philosophy 
he honed over more than 40 years in 
uniform.

The book’s title, like everything Gen 
Mattis does, was deliberate. “My troops 
never called me ‘Mad Dog.’ It was ‘Chaos’, 
it was ‘Six.’ It was never that thing made 
up by the press. That was never an accurate 
moniker.”

With service in Iraq during Operation Iraqi 
Freedom and Operation Desert Storm and in 
Afghanistan during Opera tion Enduring Freedom, 
Gen Mattis has an exceptional combat record, but 
it is his intellect, judgment and knowledge of his-
tory that ensure his place in the pan theon of iconic 
Marines. Coupled with his command of two com-
batant com mands, U.S. Central Command and 
Joint Forces Command, and, of course, his re cent 
service as Secretary of Defense, few leaders of any 
service have the incredible record of James N. 
Mattis. 

West, a Marine veteran whose service in Vietnam 
stood him in good stead years later when as an 
embedded writer he accompanied Marines young 
enough to be his grandchildren on patrols in Iraq 
and Afghanistan, is one of the legions of Marines, 
veteran and active duty, who look up to Gen Mattis. 
“When the 1st Marine Division went to Baghdad 
in 2003, I kept seeing General Mattis at the points 
of attack at one place, another place.” But it wasn’t 
RQO\�LQ�,UDT�WKDW�:HVW�VDZ�0DWWLV��³,�¿�UVW�NQHZ�
him as a one-star, then a two-star, then a three-
star, then a four-star, but the commonality was 
that he was always where the action was, and he 
was immediately with the troops. He just had that 
essence of getting along with the troops,” West said. 

The general still feels a responsibility to those 
troops and others. “I benefited from all the 
reading I’d done [and that] I was required to do 
by commanders who insisted I read,” Gen Mattis 
said. “I was reminded that I had some lessons that 
I’ve learned along the way that I pass on in the 
VDPH�VSLULW�WKDW�,¶YH�EHQH¿�WHG�IURP�́ �KH�FRQWLQXHG�

Lifelong Love of History

The lessons the general learned along the way 
were in large part due to that devotion to reading 
and studying history.  “I took responsibility for 

my own learning and I was never at a loss 
when I ran into the enemy.” The former Task 
Force 58 commander remembered being on 
a site survey in late 2001 as he prepared 
to take his Marine Expeditionary Brigade 
into Afghanistan. “I remember looking 
down from a P-3 when the admiral had 
asked if I could get the Marines from the 
0HGLWHUUDQHDQ�DQG�WKH�3DFL¿�F�WRJHWKHU�DQG�
move against Kandahar.” Then-Brigadier 
General Mattis had no doubts. “As I was 
circling that night, I could see very clearly 
from 100 books. I could see very clearly 
that the Taliban senior leaders or generals 
were dumber than a bucket of rocks. And so 
I took advantage. Thanks to Marine Corps 
coaching, thanks to the [Commandant’s 
Professional] reading list, thanks to Quan-
tico, thanks to doing my homework, I knew exactly 
how I was going to nail them. And I didn’t care 
how brave their boys were. I didn’t care how many 
artillery guns or rockets they had. I knew that we 
were going to destroy them there in those opening 
battles after 9/11.”  

A native of Washington, Mattis grad  uated from 
what is now Central Washington University with 
a degree in history. His love and appreciation of 
all facets of the past have been clearly evident 
throughout his many decades as a Marine. The 
new Director of the Marine Corps’ History 
Division, Dr. Edward Nevgloski, retired Marine 
lieutenant colonel, met then-Major Mattis when 
Nevgloski’s father, retired CWO-5 Alexander 

The lessons the general learned along the way were in 

large part due to that devotion to reading and studying 

history. “I took responsibility for my own learning and 

I was never at a loss when I ran into the enemy.”

LtGen James T. Conway, left, consults with MajGen James N. Mattis in central Iraq on 

March 30, 2004. LtGen Conway was the commanding general of I Marine Expeditionary 

Force and MajGen Mattis served as the 1stMarDiv commander during the initial 

phase of Operation Iraqi Freedom.

Gen Mattis said 

that the leadership 

lessons that he and 

co-author Bing West 

included in “Call Sign 

Chaos” can be applied 

to military or civilian 

life.
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Nevgloski, was the drill master at the Naval 
Academy Preparatory School in the early 1980s. 
At the time, Mattis was the school’s battalion 
RI¿FHU��:KLOH�YLVLWLQJ�KLV�IDWKHU�DW�ZRUN��WKH�MXQLRU�
Nevgloski often saw Mattis, who took an interest 
LQ�WKH�IXWXUH�0DULQH�DQG�HQFRXUDJHG�KLV�ORYH�RI�
history. 
³:H� WDONHG�DERXW�0DULQH�&RUSV�KLVWRU\�DQG�

military history in general,” said Nevgloski. “He’d 
ask me what I was interested in, and, later, if I 
ZDV�UHDGLQJ�DQ\WKLQJ�VSHFL¿F��+H�DOZD\V�UDWWOHG�
RII�D�QXPEHU�RI�ERRNV�DQG�DXWKRUV��,�UHFDOO�KLP�
UHFRPPHQGLQJ�µ7KH�&DPSDLJQV�RI�1DSROHRQ¶�E\�
'DYLG�&KDQGOHU�́ �1HYJORVNL�FRQWLQXHG��
2WKHU�VXJJHVWLRQV�LQFOXGHG�-DPHV�:HEE¶V�³)LHOGV�
RI�)LUH´�DQG��³$�5XPRU�RI�:DU´�E\�3KLOLS�&DSXWR��
According to Nevgloski, Mattis told him that both 
RI�WKRVH�FODVVLFV�ZRXOG�QRW�RQO\�JLYH�KLP�DQ�LGHD�RI�
ZKDW�ZDU�ZDV�OLNH�EXW�DOVR�GHVFULEH�WKH�PRUDO�DQG�
ethical challenges of leading Marines in combat.

“He also reminded me, more than once, how 
KLVWRU\�DIIRUGV�XV�WKH�RSSRUWXQLW\�WR�OHDUQ�IURP�
someone else’s experiences—good or bad—and 

Above: James N. Mattis, Secretary of Defense, 

left, and Gen Joseph F. Dunford Jr., Chairman of 

the Joint Chiefs of Staff, conduct a joint press con-

ference at the Pentagon, Aug. 28, 2018.

Left: The two Marines had previously served 

together during Operation Iraqi Freedom when 

then-Col Dunford, left, as the CO, 5th Marines, 

worked for then-MajGen Mattis, right, during his 

tenure as CG, 1st MarDiv.

“Operations occur at the speed of trust. And once you are 

running on trust, and you are rewarding initiative and 

aggressiveness ... you get brilliance in the basics and then 

you reward the initiative of aggressive implementation.”
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that if you read enough, you will never really be 
surprised or caught off guard,” said Nevgloski, a 
UH�WLUHG LQIDQWU\ RI¿FHU�

The general provided additional recommenda-
tions for professional reading during his recent 
interview with Leatherneck� ³, WKLQN IRU DOO
0DULQHV� UHDG (�%� 6OHGJH¶V µ:LWK WKH 2OG %UHHG¶
RU UHDG0V� >*DLO@ 6KLVOHU¶V ERRN� µ)RU &RXQWU\ DQG
&RUSV >7KH /LIH RI *HQHUDO 2OLYHU 3� 6PLWK@¶ DERXW
the commanding general of 1st Marine Division 
who brings the division out of being surrounded 
DW &KRVLQ 5HVHUYRLU� , ZRXOG UHFRPPHQG WKRVH
two books because they will remind everybody 
WKDW ZH¶UH QRW JRLQJ WR DVN DQ\ PRUH RI RXU WURRSV
in the future in terms of grit than Marines have 
SURYHQ FDSDEOH RI GHOLYHULQJ LQ WKH SDVW� :H QHHG
to know that we will not be asked to do anything 
PRUH WKDQ WKRVH YHWHUDQV LQ WKHLU SDVW�
³)RU WKRVH LQ KLJKHU UDQNV� WKRVH ZKR ZLOO KDYH

to make the operational, even strategic, decisions 
or provide advice to the operational and strategic 
OHDGHUV RU EH WKRVH OHDGHUV WKHP�VHOYHV� , GRQ¶W WKLQN

\RX FDQ JR ZURQJ LI \RX UHDG WKUHH ERRNV� 2QH LV
µ7KH 0HPRLUV RI 8O\VVHV *UDQW�¶ 7KH RWKHU RQH LV
µ'HIHDW LQWR 9LFWRU\¶ E\ )LHOG 0DUVKDO 6OLP� DQG
WKH RWKHU RQH LV /LGGHOO +DUW¶V ERRN RQ 6KHUPDQ
>µ6KHUPDQ� 6ROGLHU� 5HDOLVW� $PHULFDQ¶@� (YHQZKHQ
WKH FKLSV DUH GRZQ� HYHQ ZKHQ LW¶V KDUG WR FRPH
up with other options because of the situation you 
IDFH� LQ WKRVH ERRNV \RX FDQ ¿QG PHQWDO PRGHOV
IRU ZKDW \RX QHHG WR GR LQ RUGHU WR ¿QG \RXU ZD\
RXW RI WKH VLWXDWLRQ� 7KHQ \RX QHHG WR HPSOR\
HIIHFWLYHO\ ZKDW \RX KDYH OHDUQHG�́

Leadership Lessons for All

0DQ\ RI *HQ 0DWWLV¶ OHDGHUVKLS OHV�VRQV DSSO\
EH\RQG WKH 0DULQH &RUSV� +H EHOLHYHV WKDW
organizations, whether civilian or military, should 
reward the right behavior while also delegating 
decision-making authority as far down the chain 
DV SRVVLEOH� ³2SHUDWLRQV RFFXU DW WKH VSHHG RI
WUXVW� $QG RQFH \RX DUH UXQQLQJ RQ WUXVW� DQG
you are rewarding initiative and aggressiveness, 
LW GRHVQ¶W PDWWHU ZKHWKHU \RX¶UH LQ EXVLQHVV RU

LtGen James N. 

Mattis, commander 

of Marine Corps 

Forces Central 

Command, speaks to 

Marines with 

Marine Wing Support 

Group 27 in Al Asad, 

Iraq, May 6, 2007.
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marketing. It doesn’t matter whether 
you’re playing football or you’re a 
coach on the battlefield. You get 
brilliance in the basics and then you 
reward the initiative of aggressive 
implementation.” He added, “In 
the Marines, our greatest honor is 
¿JKWLQJ�DORQJVLGH�RXU�FRPUDGHV��2XU�
WURRSV�JRLQJ�LQWR�WKH�¿JKW�GHVHUYH�
commanders who clearly state the 
misson.”

And according to the general, this 
approach ensures that even the most 
junior members of an organization 
are appreciated. “Everybody knows 

how important they are. Right down to the youngest 
Sailor and Marine or the youngest kid or gal fresh 
out of college in your business.”

Using a story from his time in Iraq as an example, 
he described young Marines showing him how 
lessons were passed down the chain of command 
and implemented. “When a funeral procession goes 
down the street, a Marine patrol on the street stops 
and takes their helmets off as a sign of respect. I 
never taught them to take their helmets off. They 
knew to take their helmets off because they were 
there not as an occupying or dominating force. They 
were there trying to give the Iraqi people a fresh 
start. And I think that when you have that level of 
initiative going on, a hundred things are happening 
that you don’t control, but they’re exactly what you 
need to carry out that clearly articulated aim.”

Preparation for the Future

“Call Sign Chaos: Learning to Lead” serves not 
only as an outstanding source of leadership lessons 
for organizations but also individuals. It includes 
advice for military professionals on how to prepare 
themselves for the future—physically, mentally 
DQG�VSLULWXDOO\��³)XWXUH�FRQÀLFW�LV�JRLQJ�WR�EH�PRUH�
unrelenting. There will be everything from robots 
and information operations that are demanding 
constant adaptation. But I think what you have to 
do is make certain your small unit leaders are 
physically the toughest guys in the unit. If someone 
can’t do the pull-ups … if they can’t do the run in 
JRRG�IRUP�DQG�VWLOO�EH�DEOH�WR�¿JKW�DW�WKH�HQG�RI�LW��
if they can’t pick a machine gun off the back of a 
0DULQH�ZKR¶V�JRW�WKH�ÀX�DQG�FDUU\�LW�IRU�KLP�IRU�D�
while, if they haven’t done enough homework that 
as fast as the situation changes, they’re able to ac-
commodate it, integrate it, and have a mental model 
for it. And if spiritually, they don’t have a reservoir 
of spiritual strength that will allow them to take 
WKH�WUDJHGLHV�RI�FRQÀLFW��RI�FRPEDW��LQ�VWULGH��\RX¶UH�
not going to be able to delegate the authority down. 

“And because of information technology, cyber 
attacks and all, we know we’re going to lose com-
munications at times—they’ll be up and down, up 
and down. So the kind of a unit that needs ‘Mother, 
may I,’ doesn’t delegate responsibility because they 
don’t trust that their troops are disciplined enough 
or effective enough on their own to make good de-
cisions—those units will become basically irrelevant. 
And the ones that have tough guys who know what 

“The kind of a unit that needs ‘Mother, may I,’ doesn’t delegate 

responsibility because they don’t trust that their troops are 

disciplined enough or effective enough on their own to make 

good decisions—those units will become basically irrelevant.”

Above: The Marines who were assigned to the staff of the Naval Academy Preparatory School in the early 1980s included Maj 

Mattis, left and GySgt Nevgloski, right.

When he was a 

lieutenant colonel, 

Mattis commanded 

1st Bn, 7th Marines 

during Operation 

Desert Storm.
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they’re doing, can create affection inside 
the unit, and can keep exercising initiative 
and aggressiveness, they’re going to have 
to be prepared to do all that sort of thing. 
And if you can’t do that, then you simply 
will not be a player in future conflict 
because it’s going to be so chaotic.” 

Communications

*LYHQ�KLV�VLJQL¿FDQW�DQG�LPSUHVVLYH�
record in command billets from the platoon 
to the combatant command level, it should 
come as no surprise that Gen Mattis has 
much to say about commander’s intent and 
communications up and down the chain 
of command. “Can he [the commander] 
say what it is that he stands for and what 
it is [he] will absolutely not stand for?” 
And the general recognizes that in today’s 
world where young Marines and other 
servicemembers are bombarded by a 
variety of communications, there has to 
be greater emphasis on the commander’s 
persuasiveness. “Let’s assume that leaders 
are good leaders, then it’s not any more 
GLI¿FXOW�WR�OHDG�>LQ�WRGD\¶V�WHFKQRORJLFDOO\�
dominant environment].”  

But he is quick to point out that the 
leader who is a throwback to the strong 
silent type will have issues in a world 
where Marines have access to almost 
limitless amounts of information 24/7. 
³7KH�VWURQJ�VLOHQW�W\SH�ZLOO�¿QG�KLV�WURRSV�
are listening to someone who is more 
vocal or getting their values off of the 
Internet. And those may or may not be 
ones that we’re comfortable with.

“Can [the commander] go out in front of 
an 800-man battalion and give his intent in 
very plain and clear language?” Leaders 
should be talking to their Marines and 
emphasizing what it is that they stand 
for while coaching to achieve what they 
want, according to Gen Mattis. He also 
added that commanders must be able to 
articulate what they need done yet leave a lot of 
leeway for subordinates to accomplish the mission. 

His co-author, Bing West, continued the discus-
sion on communication by referring back to the now 
classic letters that Gen Mattis sent to the entire 1st 
Marine Division when he served as the Division’s 
commander during the early days of Operation 
Iraqi Freedom in Al Anbar Province. “Those two 
letters made quite clear to everyone in the division 
what the commander’s intent was and I think they 
are models for what any senior commander has to 
do to convey what he wants his troops or whatever 
his subordinates are in business to do.” 

Gen Mattis emphasized how crucial it is for 
leaders to do the right thing. “I used to tell the 
troops that if taking a shot at a terrorist across a 
crowded marketplace, they also take a chance on 
killing a woman or child, don’t take the shot. Hunt 
him down and kill him another day but don’t do 
something that you can’t live with personally or 
that’s just going to create more enemies.”

“Mattisims”

Many of the general’s sayings have become 
engrained in the culture of the Marine Corps 
including “First, do no harm” and “The most 
LPSRUWDQW���LQFKHV�RQ�WKH�EDWWOH¿HOG�EHLQJ�EHWZHHQ�
your ears.” 

Perhaps the most famous of all is “No better 
friend, no worse enemy,” a phrase Gen Mattis found 
from the Roman general Lucius Cornelius Sulla, 
138B.C-8 B.C. “In other words, discriminate,” 
Mattis said explaining the iconic phrase he used 
in the letter of March 2003 to the Marines of 
1stMarDiv. “Don’t let the enemy make you hate 
all Iraqis. How can you clearly convey what you 
want, and how can you go as often as possible face 
to face with your troops and emphasize it personally 
so they know that you know you want them to 
destroy the enemy? No mistake about it, you’re 
there to break their spirit, but at the same time, 
you’ve got to keep your honor clean to put it in 
words of ‘The Marines’ Hymn.’ ”

MajGen Mattis’ 

famous “Message 

to All Hands” was 

sent  to the entire 

1stMarDiv when 

he served as the 

Division’s commander 

during the early 

days of Operation 

Iraqi Freedom, 

making clear 

what he expected 

of his troops.
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Taking Care of His Marines

LtCol Mattis commanded 1st 
Battalion, 7th Marines during 
Operation Desert Storm, and it 
was during this time that the future 
four-star general experienced his 
best day in the Marine Corps. 
As one of the assault battalions 
of Task Force Ripper with the 
mission of breaking through the 
YDXQWHG�,UDTL�PLQH¿�HOGV��0DWWLV�

had received devastating casualty estimates for 
KLV�XQLW�EHIRUH�WKH\�RSHQHG�WKH�PLQH¿�HOG�IRU�WKH�
rest of the Division—estimates were up to 400 
Marines from the battalion’s 1,250 men would be 
lost. “But the best day was when we broke through 
DQG�JRW�WKURXJK�WKH�VHFRQG�PLQH¿�HOG��:H�KDG�VRPH�
vehicles knocked out, we had some lads wounded 
but the best day was realizing we’d gotten through 
and I hadn’t had one guy killed despite all the 
IRUHFDVWV�RI�GLVDVWHU�LQ�WKH�PLQH¿�HOG��:KLOH�FRPEDW�
always has exciting moments, so long as you have 
VWURQJ��GLVFLSOLQHG�1&2V��WKH�RXWFRPH�RI�DQ\�¿�JKW�
is not in doubt.” He also noted that it was the last 
time he brought all of his Marines home alive from 
an operation.

His worst day in the Corps would come more 

than a decade later during Operation Iraqi Freedom 
when his 1stMarDiv had advanced deep inside 
)DOOXMDK�EXW�ZDV�RUGHUHG�WR�SXOO�EDFN��³:H�ZHUH�
literally on the cusp of getting Zarqawi and the 
rest of them.” The general’s frustration was still 
clearly evident more than 15 years later. “They 
were running out of ammo. They hadn’t stockpiled 
DPPR�IRU�WKH�¿�JKW²WKH\�KDGQ¶W�DQWLFLSDWHG�LW��,�
hadn’t wanted to go in that way, but once we were 
underway, I didn’t want to stop; being told to stop 
and pull back after we’d lost that number of Marines 
and Sailors. That was a rough day.”
%LQJ�:HVW�DGDPDQWO\�DJUHHG�ZLWK�*HQ�0DWWLV¶�

assessment of that day in Iraq and elaborated even 
further. “I was with 3rd Battalion, 4th Marines on 
WKDW�GD\��(DVWHU�6XQGD\������LQ�)DOOXMDK��:H�FRXOG�
hear over the radio that the terrorists were really 
FRQIXVHG��:H�NQHZ�URXJKO\�ZKHUH�WKLV�EDVWDUG�
=DUTDZL�ZDV��DQG�,�EHOLHYH�LI�*HQHUDO�0DWWLV�KDG�
EHHQ�SHUPLWWHG�WR�¿�QLVK��LW�ZRXOG�KDYH�FKDQJHG�
history because he would have been able to smother 
the Sunni terrorists who were killing Shiites that 
[later] provoked the civil war.” 

Personal Refl ections

:KHQ�DVNHG�ZKDW�KLV�IDYRULWH�WLPH�DV�D�0DULQH�
was, Mattis recalled his early days as a young 

LQIDQWU\�RI¿�FHU��³7KHUH¶V�QR�GRXEW�LQ�P\�
mind the most enjoyable job was being a 
second lieutenant infantry platoon leader 
where the physical toughness and the 
mental abilities are on full display to your 
troops.” The general was blunt as he said, 
“There’s no hiding from your Marines at 
that level. They see you in the mud with 
them. They see you making decisions on 
FDOOLQJ�¿�UH�RU�RQ�PHGHYDF�RU�KXPSLQJ�WKH�
hills or doing as many pull-ups as they can 
do, plus one.”  

As high as his expectations are for 
WKRVH�OLHXWHQDQWV��*HQ�0DWWLV¶�WROHUDQFH�
of mistakes from young Marines may be 
somewhat of a surprise. “You’re tolerant of 
mistakes but absolutely intolerant of a lack 
of discipline, coaching out any bad habits 
during peacetime. That’s the same unit 
that cannot maintain low DUI rates, no 
drug abuse, no sexual harassment; that’s 
WKH�VDPH�XQLW� WKDW�FDQQRW�PDLQWDLQ�¿�UH�
GLVFLSOLQH�LQ�D�¿�JKW�EHFDXVH�\RX�HLWKHU�OHDG�
a disciplined life, or you do not,” he said. 
“Consider every week of peace your last 
week to prepare your Sailors and Marines 
for combat.”
:KHQ�DVNHG�ZKDW�KLV�PRVW�LPSDFWIXO�
MRE�ZDV��*HQ�0DWWLV¶�UHVSRQVH�LV�OLNHO\�WR�
be echoed by his Marines. “Commanding 
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As high as his expectations are for those lieutenants, 

Gen Ma� is’ tolerance of mistakes from young Marines may be 

somewhat of a surprise. “You’re tolerant of mistakes 

but absolutely intolerant of a lack of discipline.”

James N. Mattis 

served as the 26th 

Secretary of Defense 

from January 2017 to 

December 2018.
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1st Marine Division—23,000 Sailors and Marines. 
7KDW�XQL¿HG�'LYLVLRQ��WKDW�'LYLVLRQ�LQ�LWV�SULPH�
ZDV�SUREDEO\�WKH�PRVW�LPSDFWIXO�EXW�,�ZRXOG�DOVR�
VD\� WKDW� ,�ZDV� OHDUQLQJ� WKH� OHVVRQV�DOO� WKH�ZD\�
WKURXJK�DERXW�KRZ�WR� OHDG�LQ�D�YHU\�FRQIXVLQJ�
NLQG�RI�ZDU�VLWXDWLRQ�́ �
6R��ZKR�GLG�RQH�RI�WKH�¿QHVW�0DULQHV�WR�HYHU�ZHDU�
WKH�XQLIRUP�ORRN�WR�IRU�LQVSLUDWLRQ�DQG�PHQWRUVKLS�
WKURXJKRXW�KLV�RZQ�FDUHHU"�7KH�JHQHUDO�GLGQ¶W�
KHVLWDWH�ZKHQ�DVNHG�WKDW�TXHVWLRQ��TXLFNO\�UHVSRQG�
LQJ�ZLWK�QXPHURXV�QDPHV�VWDUWLQJ�ZLWK�&RUSRUDO�
:D\QH�-RKQVRQ��KLV�¿UVW�SODWRRQ�VHUJHDQW��$V�KH�
FRQWLQXHG��WKH�QDPHV�*HQ�0DWWLV�SURYLGHG�ZHUH�
DQ�LPSUHVVLYH�UHÀHFWLRQ�RQ�KLV�OLIHORQJ�SUDFWLFH�RI�
OHDUQLQJ�IURP�HYHU\RQH��UHJDUGOHVV�RI�JUDGH��³2YHU�
WKH�\HDUV�WKHUH¶V�MXVW�EHHQ�D�KRVW�RI�WKHP��$�ORW�
RI�1&2V��REYLRXVO\��*XQQHU\�6HUJHDQW�&ROOLHU�DW�
2&6�«��,�VWLOO�UHPHPEHU�WKH�OHVVRQV�KH¶G�JLYH�XV�́ ��
*HQ�0DWWLV�UHODWHG�D�VWRU\�IURP�GHFDGHV�DJR�
ZKHQ�KH�ZDV�DQ�RI¿FHU�FDQGLGDWH��³*\6JW�&ROOLHU�
RQFH�FKHZHG�PH�RXW�IRU�P\�WLPH�RQ�WKH�REVWDFOH�
FRXUVH�DW�&DPS�8SVKXU��+H�ZDV�FKHZLQJ�PH�RXW�
EHFDXVH�P\�WLPH�RQ�WKH�REVWDFOH�FRXUVH�ZDV�VORZHU�
WKDQ�LW�KDG�EHHQ�D�GD\�RU�WZR�EHIRUH��EXW�IUDQNO\��
,¶G�EHHQ�SDFLQJ�WKH�RWKHU�JX\V�WKHUH�DQG�,�FRXOG�
EHDW�WKHP�ZLWKRXW�JRLQJ�IDVWHU��$QG�KH�VDLG��µ,I�
\RX¶UH�QRW�JRLQJ�WR�JLYH�����SHUFHQW��MXVW�JHW�RXW��
,¶P�QRW�LQWHUHVWHG�LQ�VRPHERG\�ZKR�FRPHV�LQ�KHUH�
DQG�VD\V�µ,�WKLQN�,¶OO�JLYH����SHUFHQW�¶�+H�VDLG�µ/HW�
PH�EH�EOXQW��,¶P�JRLQJ�WR�EH�����SHUFHQW�GLVVDWLV¿HG�

ZLWK�\RX��1LQHW\�QLQH�SHUFHQW�LV�IDLOXUH�LQ�P\�ERRN�
IRU�VRPHRQH�ZKR¶V�JRLQJ�WR�EH�DQ�RI¿FHU�LQ�WKH�
0DULQH�&RUSV�¶�´�
*HQ�0DWWLV�KDV�VHYHUDO�RWKHU�QDPHV�RQ�KLV�OLVW�
RI�LQÀXHQFHV�LQFOXGLQJ�/W&RO�&DUO�0XQG\�>ODWHU�
WKH���WK�&RPPDQGDQW�RI�WKH�0DULQH�&RUSV@�DQG�
*HQ�7RQ\�=LQQL��IRUPHU�&RPPDQGHU��8�6��&HQWUDO�
&RPPDQG��³%DVLFDOO\�,�MXVW�ZHQW�IURP�RQH�JUHDW�
PHQWRU�RU�OHDGHU�>WR�DQRWKHU@��EXW�DOO�WKH�ZD\�DORQJ��
,�ZDV�YHU\�IRUWXQDWH�WR�KDYH�PHQWRUV�RI�DOO�UDQNV�
IURP�ODQFH�FRUSRUDO�DQG�FRUSRUDO�DOO�WKH�ZD\�XS�WR�
IRXU�VWDU�JHQHUDOV�DQG�IRUPHU�6HFUHWDULHV�RI�6WDWH�
*HRUJH�6KXOW]�>DQG@�+HQU\�.LVVLQJHU��DQG�IRUPHU�
6SHDNHU�RI� WKH�+RXVH�RI�5HSUHVHQWDWLYHV�1HZW�
*LQJULFK��,¶YH�OHDUQHG�DOO�DORQJ�WKH�ZD\�́
6L[�\HDUV�LQWR�KLV�UHWLUHPHQW�IURP�WKH�0DULQH�
&RUSV� DQG� OHVV� WKDQ� D� \HDU� DIWHU� KLV� WHQXUH� DV�
6HFUHWDU\�RI�'HIHQVH�FDPH�WR�D�FORVH��WKH�JHQHUDO�
UHÀHFWHG�RQ�KLV�GHFDGHV�RI�VHUYLFH��³,�ZDV�DOZD\V�
DPD]HG�WKDW�WKH�0DULQH�&RUSV�DOORZHG�PH�WR�VWD\�
LQ�WKH�UDQNV�VR�ORQJ��,W�ZDV�D�MR\�WR�ZDNH�XS�HYHU\�
GD\��2QFH�LQ�D�ZKLOH�WKH�ODGV�ZRXOG�JHW�PH�LQ�D�
OLWWOH�ELW�RI�WURXEOH�ZLWK�WKHLU�KLJK�VSLULWV��EXW�,�FRXOG�
JR�XS�DQG�VHH�DQ�DVVDXOW�XQLW�JHWWLQJ�UHDG\�WR�JR�
LQWR�)DOOXMDK��,Q�PRVW�FDVHV�PRVW�RI�DQ�LQIDQWU\�
FRPSDQ\�LV�QRW�ROG�HQRXJK�WR�EX\�D�EHHU�OHJDOO\��,�
PLVV�WKRVH�JX\V�DQG�WKHLU�VSLULWV�PRUH�WKDQ�DQ\WKLQJ�
HOVH��EXW�,�NQRZ�WKH�0DULQHV�ZLOO�FDUU\�RQ��,�KDYH�
D�JUHDW�GHDO�RI�FRQ¿GHQFH�WKDW�WKH\¶OO�RYHUFRPH�
HYHU\�FKDOOHQJH�́

The Marines of 

1/7 reunited with 

their battalion 

commander, Gen 

Mattis, 25 years after 

they participated 

in Operation Desert 

Storm in 1991.
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Marines Reach New Heights 

With UAS Capabilities

7KH�¿�UVW� HQOLVWHG�0DULQHV� WR�EH� DV�
VLJQHG�DV�VHQVRU�RSHUDWRUV�IRU�WKH�04���
5HDSHU�8QPDQQHG�$LUFUDIW�6\VWHP��8$6��
JUDGXDWHG� IURP� WKH�$LU� )RUFH¶V�%DVLF�
6HQVRU� 2SHUDWRU� &RXUVH� �%62&�� DW�
5DQGROSK�$LU�)RUFH�%DVH��6DQ�$QWRQLR��
7H[DV��$XJ����
/DQFH�&RUSRUDOV� -RVKXD�&XGG\�DQG�
7\OHU�5RGULJXH]��DVVLJQHG�WR�0DULQH�$YL�
DWLRQ�7UDLQLQJ�6XSSRUW�*URXS�����ZHUH�
SDUW�RI�WKH�%62&�JUDGXDWLQJ�FODVV�ZLWK�
WKH�����)O\LQJ�7UDLQLQJ�6TXDGURQ�ZKLFK�
DOVR�LQFOXGHG����$LU�)RUFH�VWXGHQWV�
³7KLV�LV�D�PDMRU�PLOHVWRQH�IRU�WKH�0D�ULQH�
&RUSV�8$6�FRPPXQLW\��7KLV�LV�VRPHWKLQJ�
ZH�KDYH�EHHQ�ZDLWLQJ�IRU�D�ORQJ�WLPH��,W¶V�
D�PLOHVWRQH�IRU�PRYLQJ�WKH�0DULQH�&RUSV�
WRZDUGV�WKH�µJURXS�¿�YH¶�LQLWLDWLYH�DQG�ZLOO�
HYHQWXDOO\�EH�D�PDMRU�ZDU¿�JKWLQJ�OHDS�IRU�
KRZ�WKH�0$*7)�>0DULQH�DLU�JURXQG�WDVN�
IRUFH@�RSHUDWHV�8$6�́ �VDLG�0DMRU�0DWWKHZ�
%DLOH\��WKH�0DULQH�OLDLVRQ�WR�WKH�����)76�
7KH�04���5HDSHU�PHHWV�WKH�0DULQH�
&RUSV¶�QHHG�IRU�D�ODUJH�³JURXS�¿�YH´�8$9��
:LWK�D�ZHLJKW�RI�PRUH�WKDQ�������SRXQGV�
DQG�D�FDSDELOLW\�WR�À�\�DW�DOWLWXGHV�XS�WR�
�������IHHW��WKH�5HDSHU�FDQ�VWD\�LQ�WKH�DLU�
ORQJHU�ZLWK�D�ODUJHU�SD\ORDG�DQG�JUHDWHU�
LQWHOOLJHQFH��VXUYHLOODQFH�DQG�UHFRQQDLV�
VDQFH��,65��FDSDELOLWLHV�WKDQ�RWKHU�DYDLO�
DEOH�8$6�DVVHWV��ZKLFK�DUH�FDWHJRUL]HG�
LQ�JURXSV�RQH�WKURXJK�IRXU�EDVHG�RQ�VL]H��
VSHHG�DQG�PD[LPXP�DOWLWXGH�
(PSOR\HG�E\�WKH�$LU�)RUFH�IRU�PRUH�
WKDQ�D�GHFDGH��WKH�5HDSHU�KDV�WDNHQ�RQ�
WDVNLQJV�SUHYLRXVO\�DVVLJQHG�WR�PDQQHG�
FRPEDW� DLUFUDIW�� $V� VHQVRU� RSHUDWRUV��

5RGULJXH]�DQG�&XGG\�ZHQW�WKURXJK�WKH�
$LU�)RUFH�WUDLQLQJ�SURJUDP��DQG�WKHLU�MRE�
ZLOO�EH� WR� VXSSRUW� WKH�GURQH�SLORW�DQG�
SURYLGH�UHDO�WLPH�,65�WR�VXSSRUWHG�XQLWV�
RQ�WKH�JURXQG�
³,�HQMR\HG�P\�WLPH�KHUH�WUDLQLQJ�ZLWK�
WKH�$LU�)RUFH�DQG�HYHU\WKLQJ�WKDW�,�KDYH�
OHDUQHG�́ �&XGG\�VDLG��³,W�VHHPV�OLNH�LW�KDV�

EHHQ�D�ORQJ�MRXUQH\�WR�JHW�KHUH��EXW�,�NQRZ�
WKDW�,�DP�UHDG\�WR�XVH�ZKDW�ZH�OHDUQHG�KHUH�
LQ�WKH�UHDO�ZRUOG��,�DP�ORRNLQJ�IRUZDUG�WR�
JHWWLQJ�EDFN�WR�ZRUNLQJ�ZLWK�0DULQHV�DQG�
VXSSRUWLQJ�ERRWV�RQ�WKH�JURXQG�́
&XGG\�DQG�5RGULJXH]�FRPSOHWHG�����
DFDGHPLF�KRXUV�RI� WUDLQLQJ�GXULQJ� WKH�
FRXUVH�DQG�WRRN�SDUW�LQ����3UHGDWRU�5HDSHU�

We—the Marines Compiled by Sara W. Bock

From the left, LtCol Eric Bissonette, USAF, Commander, 558 FTS; LCpl Joshua Cuddy; 

LCpl Tyler Rodriguez; and Maj Matthew Bailey, Marine liaison to 558 FTS, stand 

together following the graduation ceremony for the 19-14 Basic Sensor Operator 

Course at Randolph AFB, San Antonio, Texas, Aug. 9. Cuddy and Rodriguez are the 

fi rst two Marines to complete the course and subsequently be assigned as sensor 

operators for the MQ-9 Reaper.

An unmanned MQ-9 Reaper fl ies over the Nevada 

Test and Training Range July 15. The “group fi ve” 

aircraft is the newest addition to the Marine Corps 

UAS community.
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Integrated Mission Environment simula-
WRUV��'XULQJ�WKHLU�¿QDO�WZR�ZHHNV�LQ�WKH�
FRXUVH��WKH\�ZRUNHG�GLUHFWO\�ZLWK�D�8$6�
SLORW�XQGHUJRLQJ�WUDLQLQJ�WR�SXW�WKHLU�QHZ�
VNLOOV�WR�WKH�WHVW��7KH�QH[W�VWHS�LQ�WKHLU�
WUDLQLQJ�ZLOO�EH�HDUQLQJ�WKHLU�¿QDO�5HDSHU�
VSHFL¿F�TXDOL¿FDWLRQV�DW�+ROORPDQ�$LU�
)RUFH�%DVH�LQ�1HZ�0H[LFR��

“My aspirations in the Marine Corps 
FRPH�IURP�P\�SDUHQWV�́ �VDLG�5RGULJXH]��
“Both my parents are retired Marines—
P\�GDG�ZDV�D�JXQQHU\�VHUJHDQW�DQG�P\�
PRP�ZDV�D�VWDII�VHUJHDQW��7KH\�DOZD\V�
WROG�PH�WR�OHDYH�D�SODFH�EHWWHU�WKDQ�\RX�
found it. My goal is to stay in the Marine 
&RUSV�DV� ORQJ�DV�SRVVLEOH�DQG� OHDYH� LW�
EHWWHU�WKDQ�ZKHQ�,�VWDUWHG��DQG�,�WKLQN�WKLV�
LV�D�SUHWW\�JRRG�¿UVW�VWHS�WR�GRLQJ�WKDW�́
7UDLQLQJ�0DULQHV�RQ�WKH�5HDSHU�ZDV�WKH�
LGHDO�VROXWLRQ�IRU�SURYLGLQJ�,65�VXSSRUW�
and a stepping-stone for the training that 
ZLOO�EH�UHTXLUHG�IRU�IXWXUH�8$6�SODWIRUPV��
LGHDOO\� WKRVH� WKDW�DUH�FDSDEOH�RI�EHLQJ�
GHSOR\HG�IURP�DLUFUDIW�FDUULHUV��)ROORZLQJ�
FORVHO\�DIWHU�&XGG\�DQG�5RGULJXH]��WZR�
PRUH�0DULQHV�ZHUH�VFKHGXOHG�WR�JUDGXDWH�
IURP�%62&�$XJ�����

1stLt Pawel Puczko, USMC

Program Gives Separating Recruits 

Training for a “Fresh Start”

)RU�PRVW�RI� WKH��������UHFUXLWV�ZKR�
VWHS�RQWR�WKH�\HOORZ�IRRWSULQWV�DW�0DULQH�
&RUSV�5HFUXLW�'HSRW�3DUULV�,VODQG��6�&���
each year, recruit training is only the 
EHJLQQLQJ��%XW�IRU�WKRVH�DVVLJQHG�WR�WKH�
5HFUXLW�6HSDUDWLRQV�3ODWRRQ��563���ZKLFK�
KRXVHV�UHFUXLWV�EHLQJ�SURFHVVHG�IRU�HQWU\�
level separation from the Marine Corps, 
D�QHZ�SURJUDP�KDV�EHHQ�LPSOHPHQWHG�WR�
help prepare them for success in the 
FLYLOLDQ�ZRUOG�
2SHUDWLRQ�)UHVK�6WDUW�FRPELQHV�OHFWXUHV�
DQG� SUDFWLFDO� DSSOLFDWLRQ� H[HUFLVHV� WR�
help recruits identify and address the 
GH¿FLHQFLHV� WKDW� SUHYHQWHG� WKHP� IURP�
FRPSOHWLQJ�UHFUXLW� WUDLQLQJ��DV�ZHOO�DV�
topics relating to their success in the 
FLYLOLDQ�ZRUOG��VXFK�DV�SUHSDULQJ�IRU�MRE�
LQWHUYLHZV�RU�EXLOGLQJ�UHVXPHV��
0DMRU�%UDQGRQ�0RNULV�VWDUWHG�WKH�SUR�
JUDP�ZKLOH�VHUYLQJ�DV�WKH�H[HFXWLYH�RI¿�
FHU�RI��VW�5HFUXLW�7UDLQLQJ�%DWWDOLRQ�DIWHU�
QRWLFLQJ�WKDW�WKH�PDMRULW\�RI�UHFUXLWV�EHLQJ�
VHSDUDWHG�KDG�LVVXHV�GHDOLQJ�ZLWK�VWUHVV��
0RNULV�WULHG�ZRUNLQJ�ZLWK�UHFUXLWV�RQH�
RQ�RQH��EXW�IRXQG�KH�GLGQ¶W�KDYH�HQRXJK�
time to give each recruit the attention they 
needed.
,QVSLUDWLRQ�VWUXFN�ZKHQ�0RNULV�KHDUG�
6HUJHDQW�0DMRU�-RUJH�*XHUUHUR��WKH�VHU�
JHDQW�PDMRU�RI��VW�5HFUXLW�7UDLQLQJ�%Q��
VSHDN�WR�)DPLO\�'D\�DWWHQGHHV�SULRU�WR�
graduation.
³2QH�RI�KLV�OLQHV�ZDV��µ,W¶V�RXU�UHVSRQ�
VLELOLW\�WR�UHWXUQ�TXDOLW\�FLWL]HQV�EDFN�WR�

VRFLHW\�¶�´�UHPHPEHUHG�0RNULV��³,�NLQG�
RI�WRRN�WKDW�WR�KHDUW��7KHVH�UHFUXLWV�KDYH�
VLJQHG�RQ�WKH�GRWWHG�OLQH��WKH\¶YH�VWHSSHG�
RQ�WKH�\HOORZ�IRRWSULQWV²UHJDUGOHVV�RI�
ZKHWKHU�WKH\¶YH�GRQH�RQH�GD\�RU����\HDUV��
WKH\�DUH�SDUW�RI�WKH�0DULQH�&RUSV��,�ZDQWHG�
WR�PDNH�VXUH�ZH�ZHUH�GRLQJ�RXU�SDUW�WR�
UHWXUQ�TXDOLW\�FLWL]HQV�EDFN�WR�VRFLHW\�́
)RU�0RNULV��GRLQJ�KLV�SDUW�FDPH�LQ�WKH�
IRUP�RI�2SHUDWLRQ�)UHVK�6WDUW��ZKLFK�
¿UVW�ODXQFKHG�LQ�-XQH�������7KH�FODVVHV�
DUH� WDXJKW�E\�DQ�DOO�YROXQWHHU� WHDP�RI�
DFWLYH�GXW\�HQOLVWHG�0DULQHV�DQG�RI¿FHUV�
IURP�DFURVV�WKH�GHSRW��DV�ZHOO�DV�FLYLOLDQ�
FRQWUDFWRUV�DQG�UHWLUHG�0DULQHV��([WUD�
HIIRUW�LV�PDGH�WR�VHHN�RXW�VSHDNHUV�ZKR�
KDYH�HQWUHSUHQHXULDO�H[SHULHQFH�DQG�FDQ�
SURYLGH�UHFUXLWV�ZLWK�SUDFWLFDO� WLSV�IRU�
ZLVHO\� LQYHVWLQJ� WKHLU�PRQH\� RU� HYHQ�
VWDUWLQJ�WKHLU�RZQ�EXVLQHVV�
5HFUXLW�5HHG�'HDQH��ZKR�PDMRUHG�LQ�
EXVLQHVV�EHIRUH�HQOLVWLQJ�DQG�LV�VWLOO�ZRUN�
ing to pay off his student loans, found the 
classes particularly impactful.
³,�OHDUQHG�PRUH�DERXW�¿QDQFHV�WKDQ�,�

did in some of my college classes,” said 
'HDQH��³,W¶V�UHDOO\�JRLQJ�WR�KHOS�PH�ODWHU�́ �
)RU�PDQ\�UHFUXLWV�LQ�563��LW�FDQ�WDNH�

time to overcome the disappointment of 
not earning the title “Marine.”
5HFUXLW�&KULVWLQH�6HQ\N�3RULQR�ZDV�
GURSSHG�WR�563�IROORZLQJ�D�FRQFXVVLRQ�
UHFHLYHG� GXULQJ� WUDLQLQJ�� 6KH� ZDVQ¶W�
LQWHUHVWHG� LQ� WKH� )UHVK� 6WDUW� FODVVHV�
XQWLO�VKH�DWWHQGHG�D�OHFWXUH�JLYHQ�E\�D�
GULOO�LQVWUXFWRU�RQ�WKH�0DULQH�&RUSV¶����
OHDGHUVKLS�WUDLWV�DQG�KRZ�WKH\�WUDQVODWH�
WR�VXFFHVV�LQ�WKH�FLYLOLDQ�ZRUOG�
³+H�VDLG��µ(YHQ�WKRXJK�\RX�PD\�QRW�

have gone through all the training, you 

still have those leadership traits inside 
\RX�¶�´�VKH�UHFDOOHG��³,�UHDOL]HG�WKDW�HYHQ�
WKRXJK�,�DP�JRLQJ�KRPH��,¶P�QRW�JRLQJ�
home as a failure.”
6HQ\N�3RULQR�VWLOO�KRSHV� WKH�0DULQH�
&RUSV� FDQ�EH� DQ�RSWLRQ� IRU�KHU� LQ� WKH�
future and plans to attempt recruit training 
DJDLQ�DIWHU� UHFRYHULQJ�IXOO\��+RZHYHU��
)UHVK�6WDUW�KDV�OHG�KHU�WR�FRQVLGHU�RWKHU�
SRVVLELOLWLHV�
³,�ZDV�UHDOO\�GLVRUJDQL]HG�ZKHQ�,�OHIW�
KRPH�´� VKH� VDLG�� ³,¶YH�JDLQHG� D� ORW� RI�
GLVFLSOLQH��,I�>WKH�0DULQH�&RUSV@�GRHVQ¶W�
ZRUN�RXW��,¶OO�SUREDEO\�JR�WR�FROOHJH�IRU�
computer science.”

While there is still an element of dis-
DSSRLQWPHQW�IRU�WKRVH�ZKR�DUH�XQDEOH�WR�
FRPSOHWH�UHFUXLW�WUDLQLQJ��2SHUDWLRQ�)UHVK�
6WDUW�KHOSV�HQVXUH�WKDW�HYHU\�UHFUXLW�ZKR�
VWHSV�DERDUG�3DUULV�,VODQG�OHDYHV�ZLWK�WKH�
tools to succeed.
³7KH\� FDQ� SURYH� WR� WKHPVHOYHV� DQG�
RWKHUV�WKDW�WKLV�ZDV�QRW�D�ZDVWH�E\�KLWWLQJ�
WKH�JURXQG�UXQQLQJ�DQG�EHLQJ�VXFFHVVIXO�́ �
VDLG�0RNULV��³7KDW¶V�ZKDW¶V�JRLQJ�WR�VKRZ�
people that the Marine Corps really did 
have a large impact on their lives.”

Cpl Daniel O’Sullivan, USMC

Shoreline Cleanup 

Gets Marines Involved

In an effort to clean up the shorelines 
RI�WKH�1HZ�5LYHU�RQ�0DULQH�&RUSV�%DVH�
&DPS�/HMHXQH��1�&���WKH�6LQJOH�0DULQH�
3URJUDP� �603�� FKDOOHQJHG� 0DULQHV��
6DLORUV�DQG�FLYLOLDQV�WR�MRLQ�LQ�DQ�RUJDQL]HG�
HIIRUW�WR�GLVSRVH�RI�ZDVKHG�XS�WUDVK�RQ�
WKH�EDQNV�RI�WKH�ULYHU��EHJLQQLQJ�DW�WKH�
*RWWVFKDON�0DULQD��-XO\����
0RUH� WKDQ� ��� VHUYLFHPHPEHUV� DQG�

Recruits separating from the Marine Corps attend a guided discussion at MCRD Parris 

Island, S.C., July 29. The class is part of a new initiative called Operation Fresh Start, 

which encourages personal development and provides transition assistance for 

those unable to complete recruit training for various reasons.
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civilians from across the base answered 
the call and showed up to support the 
effort toward a cleaner Camp Lejeune.

“Having an event like this, a cleanup, 
and being involved with the SMP is 
vital to the marina itself,” said Sammy 
Landrum, the marina manager. “Not only 
is it good for the river and the area, but 
for the wildlife dwelling in the water.”

Volunteers paddled their way down the 

riverbanks in kayaks and canoes as they 
collected waste and debris. More than 30 
EDJV�ZHUH�¿OOHG�ZLWK�REMHFWV�UDQJLQJ�IURP�
tires and car bumpers to beer cans and 
cigarette butts.

“Many Marines cleaning up one lake 
will not have a direct drastic impact on 
the world, but every wave starts with a 
ripple,” said Zeelie Scruggs, a Marine 
volunteer with the SMP. “Cleaning up 

the shore for two hours was enough to 
keep some trash out of the river, out of 
aquatic life and wildlife.”

According to Sergeant Major Charles 
A. Metzger, sergeant major for Marine 
Corps Installations East-Marine Corps 
Base Camp Lejeune, there were two teams 
who stood out as “winners” of the cleanup 
with the most debris gathered: Sergeant 
Jesse McCormick and Lance Corporal 
Braidon Roberts with 2nd Maintenance 
%DWWDOLRQ��DQG�6JW�7D\ORU�3URI¿WW�DQG�6JW�
C. Olson with 2nd Intelligence Battalion.

SMP provides recreational activities 
and opportunities for community involve-
ment to improve quality of life and per-
sonal growth and development for single 
Marines.  

LCpl Karina Lopezmata, USMC

Corps’ First Female F-35 Pilot 

Heads to the Fleet

Marine Captain Anneliese Satz left 
her legacy on the Marine Corps’ F-35B 
SURJUDP�ZKHQ�VKH�EHFDPH�WKH�¿UVW�IHPDOH�
Marine to complete the F-35B Basic 
Course at Marine Corps Air Station 
Beaufort, S.C., June 27.

Prior to commissioning in the Marine 

Cpl Timothy Holman, left, and LCpl Joe Dempsey, right, intelligence analysts with 2nd Intelligence Bn, remove trash from the 

Camp Lejeune shoreline, July 25.

Cpl Lorena Mares, an 

intelligence specialist 

with 2nd Intelligence 

Bn, holds up trash 

during a shoreline 

cleanup near the 

Gottschalk Marina, at 

MCB Camp Lejeune, 

N.C., July 25. The 

clean up was hosted 

by the Single Marine 

Program.
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Corps, she earned her commercial pilot’s 
OLFHQVH�À\LQJ�D�5RELQVRQ�5���KHOLFRSWHU��
which she said prepared her for a career 
LQ�PLOLWDU\�DYLDWLRQ�
2YHU�WKH�ODVW�IRXU�\HDUV��6DW]�FRPSOHWHG�
DYLDWLRQ�SUH�ÀLJKW�LQGRFWULQDWLRQ�LQ�3HQ�
VDFROD��)OD���SULPDU\�ÀLJKW� WUDLQLQJ� LQ�
Corps Christi, Texas, where she learned 
WR�À\�WKH�7���7H[DQ�,,��DQG�LQ�0HULGLDQ��
0LVV���ZKHUH�VKH�ÀHZ�WKH�7���&�*RVKDZN�
DGYDQFHG�MHW�WUDLQLQJ�DLUFUDIW��$IWHU�HDUQ�
LQJ�KHU�ZLQJV�DV�D�QDYDO�DYLDWRU��VKH�ZDV�
DVVLJQHG�WR�0DULQH�)LJKWHU�$WWDFN�7UDLQ�
LQJ�6TXDGURQ��90)$7������WR�WUDLQ�RQ�
WKH�)���%�/LJKWQLQJ�,,�-RLQW�6WULNH�)LJKWHU��
WKH�ZRUOG¶V�¿UVW�VXSHUVRQLF�VKRUW�WDNH�RII�
DQG�YHUWLFDO� ODQGLQJ��6729/��DLUFUDIW��
7KH�DLUFUDIW�LV�GHVLJQHG�WR�RSHUDWH�IURP�
DXVWHUH��VKRUW�¿HOG�EDVHV�DQG�D�UDQJH�RI�
DLU�FDSDEOH�VKLSV�RSHUDWLQJ�QHDU�IURQW�OLQH�
FRPEDW�]RQHV�
³$W�HDFK�RI�P\�WUDLQLQJ�VFKRROV�,�GLG�
P\�EHVW�́ �VDLG�6DW]��D�QDWLYH�RI�%RLVH��
,GDKR��³,�WUXO\�EHOLHYH�WKDW�VKRZLQJ�XS�
SUHSDUHG�DQG�ZRUNLQJ�GLOLJHQWO\�DUH�WZR�
PDMRU�NH\V�WR�VXFFHVV�́
$IWHU�DUULYLQJ�DW�0&$6�%HDXIRUW� LQ�
-XO\�������VKH�ÀHZ�WKH�)����IRU�WKH�¿UVW�
WLPH�LQ�2FWREHU�

³7KH�¿UVW�ÀLJKW�LQ�DQ�)����LV�E\�\RXU�
VHOI�́ �VKH�VDLG��³7KH�V\OODEXV�WKRURXJKO\�
SUHSDUHV�\RX�IRU�WKDW�¿UVW�WLPH�\RX�WDNH�
RII�DQG�IRU�HYHU\�ÀLJKW�DIWHU�WKDW��,W¶V�DQ�
H[KLODUDWLQJ�H[SHULHQFH�́
'XULQJ�KHU�IRXU�\HDUV�RI�WUDLQLQJ��6DW]�
FRPSOHWHG�PRUH�WKDQ�����ÀLJKW�KRXUV��
VSHQW�D�VLJQL¿FDQW�DPRXQW�RI�WLPH�SUDF�
WLFLQJ�LQ�VLPXODWRUV�DQG�VWXGLHG�IRU�ZULWWHQ�
DQG�SUDFWLFDO�DSSOLFDWLRQ�H[DPV��6KH�KDV�
EHHQ�DVVLJQHG�WR�0DULQH�)LJKWHU�$WWDFN�
6TXDGURQ��90)$������DW�0DULQH�&RUSV�
$LU�6WDWLRQ�,ZDNXQL��-DSDQ��ZKHUH�VKH�
ZLOO�FRQWLQXH�WR�WUDLQ�DQG�OHDUQ�
³,¶P�YHU\�JUDWHIXO�IRU�WKH�LQVWUXFWRUV��
WKH�PDLQWDLQHUV�DQG�FRXQWOHVV�RWKHUV�DW�
>90)$7@�����ZKR�OHQW�PH�WKHLU�H[SHUWLVH�
DQG�WLPH�ZKLOH�,�ZDV�JRLQJ�WKURXJK�WKH�
V\OODEXV�́ �VDLG�6DW]��³7KLV�LV�D�SKHQRPHQDO�
SURJUDP�PDGH�SRVVLEOH�E\�DOO�RI� WKHLU�
KDUG�ZRUN��,�DP�WKDQNIXO�WR�KDYH�KDG�WKH�
RSSRUWXQLW\�WR�OHDUQ�IURP�DOO�RI�WKHP��,�
DP�LQFUHGLEO\�H[FLWHG�WR�JHW�WR�90)$�����
DQG�ORRN�IRUZDUG�WR�WKH�RSSRUWXQLW\�WR�
VHUYH�LQ�WKH�)OHHW�0DULQH�)RUFHV�́

Sgt Brittney Vella, USMC

Crazy Caption Contest

“Wow! This is some video game.”

Submitted by:

Terry T. Komar

The Villages, Fla.

Winner

Dream up your own Crazy Caption. Leatherneck will pay $25 or give 

a one-year MCA&F membership for the craziest one received. It’s easy. 

Think up a caption for the photo at the right and either mail or email 

it to us. Send your submission to Leatherneck Magazine, P.O. Box 1775, 

Quantico, VA 22134, or email it, referencing the number at the bottom 

right, to leatherneck@mca-marines.org. The winning entry will be 

published in two months.

(Caption) _________________________________________

_________________________________________________

Name _____________________________________________

Address ___________________________________________

City/State _________________________ ZIP ____________
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Capt Anneliese Satz walks to an F-35B 

before a training flight at MCAS Beaufort, 

S.C., March 11. Satz made history in June 

when she completed training and be-

came the Corps’ first female F-35B pilot.
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I
n early July 1945, Second Lieutenant 
Sid Garland of Company A, 1st 
Battalion, 5th Marine Regiment, sat 

down on a coral outcropping in southern 
Okinawa and started writing a letter to his 
SDUHQWV��$IWHU�PRQWKV�RI�LQWHQVH�¿JKWLQJ�
DQG�ZLWQHVVLQJ�XQWROG�KRUURUV��KH�¿QDOO\�
KDG�WLPH�WR�ZULWH�WKHP�DQG�UHÀHFW�RQ�ZKDW�
he had just been through.
“Dear Folks,
:HOO��,¶P�¿QDOO\�ZULWLQJ�DW�ODVW��7KLV�

sure was a rugged affair over here. 
Anyway, who got through without being 
hit can consider themselves extremely 
lucky … the old timers in the company say 
WKH�¿JKWLQJ�RQ�WKLV�LVODQG�FRPSDUHV�ZLWK�
the worst they had ever been in. Some of 
the 2nd Division said Saipan was a breeze 
compared to this … .”
7KH�OHWWHU�ZHQW�RQ�WR�GHVFULEH�VRPH�RI�
WKH�¿JKWLQJ�KH�KDG�WDNHQ�SDUW� LQ�DQG�D�
little of what he had seen.

On June 5, 1942, just a few months after 
the Japanese attacked the American naval 
base at Pearl Harbor, Sidney Blythe 
Garland joined the United States Marine 
Corps. Born on Sept. 7, 1922, in Howard 
County, Iowa, the son of a traveling 
Methodist minister, the young man had 
OLYHG�LQ�7RZQVHQG��7HQQ���)DLUYLHZ��,OO���
6SRNDQH��:DVK���DQG�+DUODQ�&RXQW\��.\��
by the time he was 14 years old. In 1936, 
his father was hired as the minister at the 
First Methodist Church in Paintsville, 
-RKQVRQ�&RXQW\��.\��7KHUH��6LG�FRPSOHWHG�
KLV�¿UVW�WZR�\HDUV�RI�KLJK�VFKRRO��$V�D�
sophomore at Paintsville High, Sid was a 
member of the Current Events Club and 
was the sports writer for his high school 
newspaper. Moving once again in 1938, 
his family returned to Iowa, settling in 
*HQHYD��ZKHUH�KH�¿QLVKHG�KLJK�VFKRRO�DQG�
was a local basketball star. In 1940, he 
began his college career at Cornell College 
in Mount Vernon, Iowa, but was interrupted 
by the outbreak of World War II.

Due to his two years of college educa-
WLRQ��KH�ZDV�VHOHFWHG�DV�D�SRWHQWLDO�RI¿FHU�
candidate and sent for additional training. 
From July to December 1943, he was as-
signed to the Marine detachment as part 
of the Navy’s V-12 unit at Oberlin College 
LQ�2KLR��7KH�9����SURJUDP�ZDV�D�FROOHJH�
SURJUDP�GHVLJQHG� WR�JLYH�RI¿FHU�FDQ�

didates the requisite and minimum edu-
cation necessary for more specialized 
WUDLQLQJ�DV�PLOLWDU\�RI¿FHUV�RQ�DQ�DF�
FHOHUDWHG�VFKHGXOH��$IWHU�¿QLVKLQJ�WKH�
requirements, Private Garland was as-
VLJQHG� WR�2I¿FHU�&DQGLGDWH�6FKRRO� DW�
Quantico, Va. Completing his training 
there, he was commissioned and sent to 
WKH�,QIDQWU\�7UDLQLQJ�5HJLPHQW�DW�&DPS�
Lejeune, N.C., where Garland received a 
crash course on leading assault troops in 

combat. Finally, with officer training 
complete, Garland was ordered to Camp 
Pendleton in December 1944 and from 
there was given orders to report for duty 
LQ�WKH�3DFL¿F��
7KH��VW�0DULQH�'LYLVLRQ�KDG�VXIIHUHG�
WUHPHQGRXV� FDVXDOWLHV� ¿JKWLQJ� RQ� WKH�
island of Peleliu. Many Marines of the 
'LYLVLRQ�KDG�EHHQ�¿JKWLQJ�VLQFH�*XDGDO�
canal, and by the fall of 1944, many were 
sent back to the United States for rehabili-
WDWLRQ��7R�EULQJ�WKH�'LYLVLRQ�XS�WR�VWUHQJWK��
it was necessary to absorb more than 
8,000 replacements, including Lt Garland, 
who had been assigned to the unit as part 
of the 29th Replacement Draft. Arriving 
in the Russell Islands, he and many other 
replacements began intense training. 

Basic training, small unit problems and 
specialized schools were held for the new 
men on the island of Pavuvu in the Russell 
Islands. A special emphasis was placed on 
the type of warfare Marines were to face 
in a large scale operation on a large island.  
It was during training that Garland was 
assigned to his new unit—Company A, 
1st Battalion, 5th Marine Regiment.

On April 1, 1945, the United States 10th 
Army, a force that consisted of the 7th, 
27th, 77th and 96th Army Infantry 
Divisions and the 1st, 2nd and 6th Marine 
Divisions—encompassing nearly 200,000 
combat troops—began landing on the 
island of Okinawa as part of Operation 
,FHEHUJ��7KH�LVODQG�ZDV�WDUJHWHG�E\�$OOLHG�
forces because of its distance to the Japa-
nese home islands, just 350 miles away. 
$OOLHG�DLU¿HOGV�EXLOW�RQ�2NLQDZD�ZRXOG�
be able to strike almost every major 
Japanese city, bringing a new level of 
destruction to Japan. Anticipating the 
same fanaticism the Allies had faced 
HOVHZKHUH�LQ�WKH�3DFL¿F��WKH�LQYDVLRQ�IRUFH�
FRXOG�KDUGO\�EHOLHYH�WKHLU�OXFN��7KH�¿UVW�
waves of men landing on the beach found 
little to no opposition. Moving quickly, 
the American troops reached the east 
coast of Okinawa on April 5, cutting the 
island in two. 

For the remainder of the month, the 
1stMarDiv did not spend much time in 
front-line action against the Japanese. 
7KH\�KDG�EHHQ�RUGHUHG�WR�SDWURO�DUHDV�RI�
the island under American control, seal 
caves suspected of harboring Japanese 
troops and handle the rush of civilians 
ZKR�ZHUH�HVFDSLQJ�WKH�¿JKWLQJ��7KLV�WLPH�
off of the front lines had given them time 
to bring in replacements, unload all of 
their equipment and supplies and ensure 
the Marines were prepared. 

At the end of April, 5th Marines were 
RUGHUHG�LQWR�WKH�¿JKWLQJ��2Q�0D\����WKH�
regiment relieved the 105th and 106th 
Infantry Regiments, two units of the 
27th Army Division that had been on the 
front lines since the opening of the battle. 
Executing this movement, the regiment 
came under mortar and machine-gun 
¿UH� WKDW� FDXVHG� VRPH�FDVXDOWLHV��1RZ�
on the front, the 1stMarDiv was given 
their initial objective—moving to and 

The Battle of Okinawa 
Through One Marine’s Eyes

By Jonathan Vanhoose

2ndLt Sidney B. Garland

U
S

M
C
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capturing the north bank of the Asa River. 
Unfortunately, between the Division and 
the objective were “a series of hills and 
ridges the Japanese had prepared [with] 
defensive positions in depth ... .” This was 
the outer perimeter of the Shuri Castle 
defensive line. It was in these hills, ridges 
and valleys, some later known by the 
names of “Shuri Ridge,” “Wana Ridge,” 
“Wilson’s Ridge” and “Death Valley” that 
1stMarDiv would meet the Japanese in 
ELWWHU�¿�JKWLQJ�

On May 3, the three companies making 
up 1/5 (Companies A, B and C) attacked 
Japanese positions but were held up by the 
LQWHQVH�¿�UH�FRPLQJ�IURP�HQHP\�PDFKLQH�
gun positions and pillboxes. The next 
PRUQLQJ�����WDQNV�DQG�VL[�ODUJH�À�DPH�
thrower tanks supported the battalion 
in another assault. With the help of the 
tanks, which destroyed numerous enemy 
positions, 1st Bn was able to advance and 
occupy high ground. It was a costly two 
GD\V�IRU�&R�$��7KHLU�¿�UVW�WDVWH�RI�KHDY\�
¿�JKWLQJ�RQ�2NLQDZD�KDG�FRVW�WKHP�IRXU�
killed and 46 wounded. Among those 
ZRXQGHG�ZHUH�WKUHH�RI�WKH�MXQLRU�RI¿�FHUV�
in the company. Garland, writing home 
to his family, discussed the situation: 
“The last I wrote to you I told you I had a 
PDFKLQH�JXQ�SODWRRQ��:HOO��DIWHU�EHLQJ�RQ�
WKH�OLQHV�DERXW����PLQXWHV��RQH�RI�WKH�ULÀ�H�
platoon leaders got hit and I took over.”

For the next few days, 1/5 consolidated 
their lines, making sure to clear “the 
QXPHURXV�FDYHV��SLOOER[HV�DQG�LQVWDOOD�

tions” that were in the area of Japanese 
troops. Co A, having been hit hard with 
FDVXDOWLHV� IURP� WKH�SUHYLRXV�GD\V�� UH�
ceived another group of 13 replacements 
on May 5. As the men of the company 
ZHUH�UHFRYHULQJ�IURP�WKHLU�EDSWLVP�RI�¿�UH�
on Okinawa, plans were being made for 
another attack. This time, the assault 
ZRXOG�EH�RQ�D�����IRRW�PDVV�IDFLQJ�WKH�
regiment. Later known as Wilson’s Ridge, 
it was covered with caves and pillboxes 

on both sides, giving the Japanese the 
DELOLW\�WR�¿�UH�LQ�DOO�GLUHFWLRQV�DQG�KLQGHU�
any American advance. 

On May 10, orders came for the 2nd 
Battalion, 5th Marine Regiment to attack 
the northern and eastern sections of 
Wilson’s Ridge. The 1st Bn, including 
Sid Garland and the men of Co A, were 
ordered to advance across an open area 
of ground to the west of the ridge, known 
as “Death Valley,” and strike at the 
western portion of Wilson’s Ridge. Co 
$�DGYDQFHG�¿�UVW�DFURVV�WKH�RSHQ�WHUUDLQ��

followed closely by Co C. Co B provided 
VXSSRUWLQJ�¿�UH�GXULQJ�WKH�DWWDFN��'XH�WR�
poor road conditions in the area, the men 
were forced to assault the ridge without 
the support of armor. 

Garland and the Marines of Co A 
moved across “Death Valley” quickly, 
GHVSLWH�VXIIHULQJ�FDVXDOWLHV�DV�WKH�-DSD�
nese hit the advancing men with heavy 
PDFKLQH�JXQ�DQG�PRUWDU�¿�UH��7KH\�ZHUH�
able to reach the slope of Wilson’s Ridge 
but were pinned down by the terrific 
DPRXQW�RI�¿�UH�FRPLQJ�IURP�HQHP\�SRV�
LWLRQV�ZKHUH�LW�EHFDPH�GLI¿�FXOW�DQG�GDQJHU�
ous to evacuate wounded Marines. Hours 
later, Co A and two platoons of Co C which 
had also reached the ridge managed to fall 
back under the cover of smoke, carry ing 
their casualties out by hand. Co A again 
suffered tremendous casualties in the 
assault on Wilson’s Ridge. Company 
muster rolls show that four troops were 
killed and 23 were wounded, including 
Captain Julian Dusenbery, commander 
of the company. Four of the wounded 
Marines later died. 

Sid Garland distinguished himself in 
the assault while leading his platoon. 
$FFRUGLQJ�WR�RI¿�FLDO�UHSRUWV�RI�WKH�DFWLRQ��
he “repeatedly exposed himself to the 
KRVWLOH�¿�UH�WR�OHDG�KLV�PHQ�IRUZDUG�«���
Observing that the leader of an adjacent 
platoon was wounded, he immediately took 
charge, skillfully organizing and directing 
the men to advantageous positions from 
ZKLFK�WKH\�FRXOG�¿�UH�XSRQ�WKH�-DSDQHVH��

Marine armored amphibious tractors form on line 

as they head toward the beaches of Okinawa in the 

early days of the last major battle of World War II. 

(USMC photo)

“The last I wrote to you 

I told you I had a machine-

gun platoon. Well, after 

being on the lines about 

10 minutes, one of the 

ULÀ�H�SODWRRQ�OHDGHUV�JRW�KLW�

and I took over.”



Shortly afterward, while pinned down 
by a heavy enemy artillery and mortar 
barrage, he supervised the withdrawal 
of both units and constantly braved the 
KRVWLOH�¿UH�WR�DVVLVW�LQ�WKH�HYDFXDWLRQ�RI�
numerous casualties.” Because of his 
actions on the ridge, 2ndLt Garland was 
later awarded the Silver Star for valor in 
combat.

On May 11, Co A and Co C were again 
ordered to assault Wilson’s Ridge, this 
time successfully capturing the hill and 
forcing the Japanese to retreat. Co A 
ORVW�DQRWKHU�0DULQH�DQG�¿YH�PRUH�ZHUH�
wounded in this second day of action. 
%HFDXVH�RI� WKH�KDUG�¿JKWLQJ�RYHU� WZR�
days, 1/5 was placed in reserve and given 
the mission of mopping up the area it had 
just captured. The unit had a few days to 
rest and replace its casualties. 

Their rest would be brief. Receiving 
orders to the front, 1/5 moved forward 
in the early morning hours of May 15, 
relieving 1/1. Now faced with enemy 
positions on the Wana Draw, the plan was 
to attack the Japanese with all available 
firepower. Fierce fighting took place 
IRU�WKH�QH[W�¿YH�GD\V��PRVWO\�E\������DV�
American tanks, escorted by infantry, 

attacked Japanese held positions on 
Hill 55. Methodically moving among 
the honeycombed hills, the Americans 
threw everything they could at the 
enemy—artillery, tanks, self-propelled 
guns, engineers with demolition charges, 
ÀDPH�WKURZHUV�DQG�HYHQ�$PHULFDQ�VKLSV�

offshore—added to the amazing amount 
RI�¿UH�WDUJHWHG�RQ�WKH�-DSDQHVH��)LQDOO\��
the hill fell on the evening of May 20, 
bringing the Americans one step closer 
to Shuri Ridge, the high, natural barrier 
protecting Shuri Castle.

Shuri Castle, built at some point during 
the Sanzan Period (1322-1429), was the 
administrative center and main palace of 
the Ryukyu Kingdom. American Com-
modore Matthew Perry came to the island 
twice, once each in 1853 and 1854 during 
his expedition to Japan. In 1879, the king-

dom fell and Okinawa was annexed by 
Japan. The old castle was then put to use 
as a barracks by the Imperial Japanese 
Army, which built a series of tunnels and 
caverns below it. Falling into a state of 
disrepair, the castle was not used again 
until the outbreak of World War II. 
Anticipating an American invasion, the 
Japanese military set up a headquarters 
in the tunnels under the castle and began 
to create a very complex series of de-
fensive positions on Okinawa, centered 
on the ancient castle.

By May 21, American troops found 
themselves in front of the complex Shuri 
IRUWL¿FDWLRQV��3DWUROOLQJ�WKH�DUHD�WR�WKHLU�
front, the Marines discovered that the steep 
escarpment, on which the Shuri defenses 
were built, did not have a place suitable 
to move tanks and other armor against the 
Japanese. The U.S. Army’s 77th and 96th 
Divisions had advanced to the Shuri line 
as well, but no one could move forward 
until the castle was taken. Orders to attack 
the defenses on May 22 had to be scrapped. 
Heavy rain and wind had transformed the 
ground into deep and heavy mud. The rain 
continued for days, making life miserable 
for the already tired troops. 

Because of his actions 

on the ridge, 2ndLt Garland 

was later awarded the 

Silver Star for valor 

in combat.

Marines from Co A, 2nd Bn, 5th Marines battle for a ridge 2 miles north of Naha, the capital of Okinawa in May 1945. (USMC photo)
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One account recalled that “living 
conditions of front-line troops were 
indescribably bad. Foxholes dug into the 
clay slopes caved in from the constant 
soaking, and, even when the sides held, 
the holes had to be bailed out repeatedly. 
Clothes and equipment and the men’s 
bodies were wet for days. The bodies of 
Japanese killed at night lay outside the 
foxholes, decomposing under swarms of 
ÀLHV��6DQLWDWLRQ�PHDVXUHV�EURNH�GRZQ��
7KH�WURRSV�ZHUH�RIWHQ�KXQJU\��6OHHS�ZDV�
almost impossible. The strain began to 
take a mounting toll of men.” To make 
matters even worse, the Japanese were 
constantly shelling the American troops 
ZLWK�PRUWDU�DQG�DUWLOOHU\�¿UH��HVSHFLDOO\�
DW�QLJKW��7KH�0DULQHV�LQ�IURQW�RI�6KXUL�
were left to undertake “aggressive 
patrolling” to keep the Japanese pinned 
in their defenses. 

Early on the morning of May 29, Co B 
DQG�&R�&�RI�����PRYHG�WRZDUG�WKH�6KXUL�
defenses. A patrol the previous day had 
discovered a possible weak point in the 
Japanese lines and the men of the two 
companies were sent forward and occupied 
the high ground. Approximately 800 yards 
DZD\��WKH�0DULQHV�FRXOG�VHH�6KXUL�&DVWOH�
and unbelievably, it looked undefended. 
0DQ\�RI�WKH�$PHULFDQV�¿JKWLQJ�LQ�IURQW�
RI�6KXUL�EHOLHYHG�WKDW�WKH�-DSDQHVH�ZRXOG�
¿JKW�WR�WKH�GHDWK�WKHUH�DQG�ZHUH�VXUSULVHG�
at the lack of resistance from that “stink-
ing hole of death” as they advanced. 
/LHXWHQDQW�&RORQHO�&KDUOHV�6KHOEXUQH��
the battalion commander, immediately 
requested permission to move a group 
forward to capture the castle. He had to 
DVN�SHUPLVVLRQ�EHFDXVH�WKH�IRUWL¿FDWLRQ�
lay in the area reserved for the 77th Army 
Division. Crossing into their area and 
FDSWXULQJ�WKLV�VLJQL¿FDQW�PLOLWDU\�REVWDFOH�
without previous discussion would more 
than likely anger the Army. 

After discussion among the top brass, the 
request was approved, and at about 9 a.m., 
Co A of 1/5, which had been in reserve, 
was ordered forward through the heavy 
mud and muck. Cautiously approaching 
the castle, the Marines were surprised that 
there was not much resistance coming 
from the Japanese. They didn’t realize that 
they were entering an area through a gap 
in the enemy defenses when the Japanese 
3rd Battalion, 15th Independent Mixed 
Regiment began their withdrawal from the 
6KXUL�OLQHV��$OO�RWKHU�HQHP\�XQLWV�ZHUH�
still in their positions. The Marines just 
happened to be advancing in the right 
place at the right time. Moving into the 
castle, the men of Co A encountered ap-
proximately 50 Japanese soldiers who 
were quickly killed. Garland was right 
LQ�WKH�WKLFN�RI�WKH�DGYDQFH�RQ�6KXUL��,Q�
fact, when he wrote after the battle, he told 

his family, “My platoon was the assault 
that day and we took it and you know who 
ZDV�WKH�¿UVW�RQH�WKHUH�́ �

Once inside the castle, Co A deployed 
into what has been described as “a hasty 
defensive line within the castle’s rubble.” 
Expecting the Japanese to attack at 
any moment, the men settled into their 
positions in the shattered masonry. The 
men were exhausted, and there wasn’t 
PXFK�WLPH�WR�UHÀHFW�RQ�ZKDW� WKH\�KDG�
MXVW�DFFRPSOLVKHG��&RUSRUDO�,UYLQ�6WRQH�
recalled, “I was too damn tired, soaking 
wet and hungry to think much about it.” 
They wanted to rest. But there was no 
time for the men to let down their guard. 

Exploring the tunnels and caverns 
XQGHU�6KXUL�&DVWOH�WKH�0DULQHV�GLVFRYHUHG�
“a wrecked Japanese command car sur-
rounded by trucks, a baby Japanese tank 
and several extinct Japanese soldiers who 
came out [of] their caves at the wrong 
time.” They also discovered a cave that 
was equipped as a hospital. Many Japanese 
soldiers lay dead within the tunnel leading 
to the hospital and medical and surgical 
equipment was found strewn all about. 
&R�$�ZDV�UHOLHYHG�LQ�6KXUL�E\�PHPEHUV�

of the 1st Marine Regiment and moved 
back into their original position as the 1st 
Battalion reserve. That night and early 
into the next morning the three companies 
of the 1st Battalion fought off many 
groups and individual Japanese soldiers 
WKH\�GLVFRYHUHG�WU\LQJ�WR� LQ¿OWUDWH� WKH�
Marine lines. Garland remembered that 

his men fought against “a big counter-
DWWDFN�WKDW�¿UVW�QLJKW�́

Without much rest, the 1/5 Marines then 
VHQW�RXW�SDWUROV�WR�¿QG�DQG�GHWHUPLQH�WKH�
exact strength of the enemy in the area. 
After advancing about 500 yards, the 
patrols were hit with heavy machine-
JXQ�DQG�ULÀH�¿UH�IURP�WKH�-DSDQHVH�DQG�
forced back to American lines. On June 
1, advancing in force, the men of the 5th 
Marine Regiment reached the hills north 
of the Naha-Yonabaru Highway where 
they “could see the roads to the south 
littered with vehicles and equipment” 
from the retreating enemy. The Marines 
continued to advance in order to maintain 
contact with the Japanese. 

Additional patrols determined that 
enemy troops in the area appeared to be 
entrenched on a large hill, shown on the 
map as Hill 69. On June 3, the 1st and 3rd 
Battalions, 5th Marine Regiment, made an 
assault on Hill 69 in which they described 
resistance as “spotty.” By that evening, 
Hill 69 had been captured “without too 
PXFK�GLI¿FXOW\�́ �DQG�WKH�-DSDQHVH�UHWUHDW�
continued. 

The 5th Marine Regiment was placed 
in a reserve role until June 15, when they 
relieved 2/1 on Kunishi Ridge. After their 
EULHI�UHVW��¿HUFH�¿JKWLQJ�FRQWLQXHG�IRU�6LG�
Garland and the men of Co A. For four 
days, the men slugged it out over the 
control of two more small knolls, Hills 79 
and 81. Honeycombed with caves and 
spider holes, the Japanese fought off 
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American attempts to break their lines 
with machine guns, grenades, small arms 
and anti-tank guns. 

On June 20, a few men of Co A reached 
the crest of Hill 79, “but there were so 
few men left, they could not hold their 
ground and were driven back.” The next 
day, with the assistance of tanks, all three 
companies of 1/5 fought their way through 
the Japanese defenses and up Hill 79. 
Finally securing the crest, the battalion 
began “mopping up,” or blasting the 
HQWUDQFHV�WR�FDYHV�ZLWK�À�DPH�WKURZHUV�
and demolition charges. It was a costly few 
days for Co A, which suffered 13 killed 
DQG����ZRXQGHG�LQ�WKH�¿�JKWLQJ�DURXQG�
Hills 79 and 81.

The U.S. Tenth Army announced the 
HQG�RI�RUJDQL]HG�¿�JKWLQJ�RQ�2NLQDZD�
on June 22. However, many individuals 
and small groups of fanatical Japanese 
soldiers remained scattered and hidden 
across the island. Before the American 
occupation forces could begin restoring 
DQG�EXLOGLQJ�DLU¿�HOGV�DQG�EDVHV�RQ�WKH�
island, Okinawa would have to be cleared 
of the remainder of the enemy. The III 

Amphibious Corps issued Operation 
Order Number (24-25), stating that the 
“1st and 6th Marine Divisions would 
conduct a coordinated mopping up opera-
tion from south to north within certain 
assigned boundaries.” Eugene Sledge, 
serving with K/3/5, recalled the orders, 
“We’re moving back north ... You people 

will mop up the area for any enemy still 
holding out. You will bury all enemy 
dead. You will salvage U. S. and enemy 
equipment. All brass above .50-caliber in 
size will be collected and placed in neat 
piles ... .” The battle was not yet over for 
the 5th Marine Regiment. 

For the next week, the men of the 
1stMarDiv occupied themselves with 
the burning out of caves, pillboxes and 
³VQLSHU�LQIHVWHG�EUXVK�DQG�FDQH�¿�HOGV�́ �
The soldiers they encountered here “were 

the toughest of the diehards, selling 
their lives as expensively as possible.” 
The Marines encountered the enemy in 
“small disorganized groups and individual 
soldiers who moved around in the dark-
QHVV�WU\LQJ�WR�¿�QG�RWKHU�FRPUDGHV�RU�D�
new place of hiding for the next day ... .” 
Okinawa was still a dangerous place and 
Co A had three men who were wounded 
in this mopping up operation. 

Finally, on June 30, Garland and the 
1stMarDiv had completed their mission. 
According to one account, “the total num-
ber of Japanese killed during the mop 
up was 8,975, a large enough number of 
enemy to have waged intense guerrilla 
warfare if they hadn’t been annihilated.” 
The island was now considered secure and 
*DUODQG�FRXOG�¿�QDOO\�WDNH�D�PRPHQW�WR�
write a letter to his parents, letting them 
know he was safe. A few days later, the 
tired and exhausted Marines were moved 
to the northern part of the island where 
they went into camp on the Motobu Penin-
sula. Their battle was over. 

Casualties from the Battle of Okinawa 
were staggering. In three and a half 

“You just do what you’re 

trained to do. You don’t 

worry about getting 

hit or killed.”

Marines pinned down by Japanese fi re on Cemetery Ridge during the battle of Okinawa. The Marines secured the island after 

82 days but their victory came at a huge cost. More than 12,000 Americans were killed during the battle with another 38,000 

wounded. (USMC photo)



months, approximately 12,500 American 
servicemembers had been killed and 
another 33,000 were wounded. Over 
��������-DSDQHVH�¿JKWLQJ�WURRSV�ZHUH�
NLOOHG�GXULQJ�WKH�EDWWOH��*DUODQG¶V�&R�$�
had suffered tremendous casualties as 
ZHOO�� 7KH� FRPSDQ\� FRPPDQGHU��&DSW�
Julian Dusenbury, called his company 
³WKH�EHVW�RXW¿W� LQ�WKH�0DULQH�&RUSV� ����
7KRVH�ER\V�QHYHU�JDYH�XS�́ �+H�SOHDGHG�
for credit for his men who had survived 
WKH�EDWWOH��VWDWLQJ��³:H�VWDUWHG�RXW�ZLWK�
���� RIILFHUV� DQG� PHQ� DQG� ZH� JRW� ���
UHSODFHPHQWV�EHIRUH�ZH�ZHUH�WKURXJK��EXW�
DW�RQH�WLPH�ZH�ZHUH�GRZQ�WR�WZR�HLJKW�
PDQ�ULÀH�VTXDGV��D�WRWDO�RI����PHQ�LQ�DOO�́ �
$PD]LQJO\���QG/W�6LGQH\�%��*DUODQG�ZDV�
RQH�RI�WKH�OXFN\�RQHV�ZKR�PDGH�LW�WKURXJK�
WKH�³W\SKRRQ�RI�VWHHO´�ZLWKRXW�EHLQJ�NLOOHG�
or wounded. In the letter to his parents 
after the battle, he recalled, “I started out 
ZLWK����PHQ�>LQ�WKH�SODWRRQ@�DQG�JRW�GRZQ�
to 1, then replacements put me back up 
WR�����WKHQ�>GXH�WR�FDVXDOWLHV@�GRZQ�WR�����
,�EHOLHYH�ZH�KDG�DERXW����SHUFHQW�FDVXDO�
WLHV�LQ�WKH�FRPSDQ\��:H�KDYH�VHYHQ�RI�
¿FHUV�LQ�D�UHJXODU�FRPSDQ\��:H�ORVW��������
:KR�JRW�WKURXJK�ZLWKRXW�EHLQJ�KLW�FDQ�
FRQVLGHU�WKHPVHOYHV�H[WUHPHO\�OXFN\�́
)RU�WKHLU�EUDYHU\��WKH�HQWLUH��VW0DU'LY��
LQFOXGLQJ��QG/W�6LGQH\�%��*DUODQG��ZDV�
DZDUGHG�WKH�3UHVLGHQWLDO�8QLW�&LWDWLRQ�
that stated, “For extraordinary heroism 
LQ�DFWLRQ�DJDLQVW�HQHP\�-DSDQHVH�IRUFHV�
GXULQJ�WKH�LQYDVLRQ�DQG�FDSWXUH�RI�2NL�
nawa, Ryukyu Islands, from April 1 to 
-XQH�����������6HFXULQJ�LWV�DVVLJQHG�DUHD�
in the north of Okinawa by a series of 
OLJKWQLQJ� DGYDQFHV� DJDLQVW� VWLIIHQLQJ�
UHVLVWDQFH��WKH��VW�0DULQH�'LYLVLRQ��5H�
inforced, turned southward to drive 

VWHDGLO\�IRUZDUG�WKURXJK�D�IRUPLGDEOH�
V\VWHP�RI�QDWXUDO�DQG�PDQ�PDGH�GHIHQVHV�
SURWHFWLQJ� WKH�PDLQ� HQHP\� EDVWLRQ� DW�
6KXUL�&DVWOH��/D\LQJ�ELWWHU�VLHJH�WR�WKH�
HQHP\�XQWLO�WKH�GHIHQGLQJ�JDUULVRQ�ZDV�
UHGXFHG�DQG�WKH�HODERUDWH�IRUWL¿FDWLRQV�
DW�6KXUL�GHVWUR\HG��WKHVH�LQWUHSLG�0DULQHV�
FRQWLQXHG�WR�ZDJH�¿HUFH�EDWWOH�DV�WKH\�
DGYDQFHG� UHOHQWOHVVO\�� FXWWLQJ� RII� WKH�
-DSDQHVH�RQ�2URNX�3HQLQVXOD�DQG�VPDVK�
LQJ�WKURXJK�D�VHULHV�RI�KHDYLO\�IRUWL¿HG��
PXWXDOO\�VXSSRUWLQJ�ULGJHV�H[WHQGLQJ�WR�
the southernmost tip of the island to split 
WKH� UHPDLQLQJ� KRVWLOH� IRUFH� LQWR� WZR�
pockets where they annihilated the ... 

HQHP\��%\�WKHLU�YDORU�DQG�WHQDFLW\�� WKH�
RI¿FHUV�DQG�PHQ�RI�WKH��VW�0DULQH�'LY�
ision, Reinforced, contributed materially 
WR� WKH�FRQTXHVW�RI�2NLQDZD��DQG� WKHLU�
JDOODQWU\�LQ�RYHUFRPLQJ�D�IDQDWLF�HQHP\�
LQ�WKH�IDFH�RI�H[WUDRUGLQDU\�GDQJHU�DQG�
GLI¿FXOW\�DGGV�QHZ�OXVWHU�WR�0DULQH�&RUSV�
+LVWRU\�DQG�WR�WKH�WUDGLWLRQV�RI�WKH�8QLWHG�
6WDWHV�1DYDO�6HUYLFH�́
*DUODQG�UHPDLQHG�RQ�2NLQDZD�XQWLO�
6HSWHPEHU�������ZKHQ������ZDV�VHQW�WR�
&KLQD�WR�KHOS�SURWHFW�WKH�&KLQHVH�FRXQWU\�
VLGH�IURP�DJJUHVVLRQ�GXULQJ�WKH�FLYLO�ZDU�
WKHQ�VZHHSLQJ�WKH�FRXQWU\��
$IWHU�EHLQJ�VHQW�EDFN� WR� WKH�8QLWHG�
6WDWHV�DQG�EHLQJ�KRQRUDEO\�GLVFKDUJHG�
IURP�WKH�0DULQH�&RUSV��6LG�UHWXUQHG�WR�
VFKRRO��JUDGXDWLQJ�IURP�&RUQHOO�&ROOHJH�
LQ�,RZD�LQ�������+H�PHW�-DQ�+\GH�ZKLOH�
KH�ZDV�¿QLVKLQJ�FROOHJH�DQG�PDUULHG�KHU�
LQ�������+H�VWD\HG�DFWLYH�LQ�WKH�0DULQH�
&RUSV�5HVHUYH� DQG� UHWXUQHG� WR� DFWLYH�
GXW\�GXULQJ�WKH�.RUHDQ�:DU��VHUYLQJ�DW�
&DPS�3HQGOHWRQ��&DOLI��+H�UHWLUHG�IURP�
WKH�0DULQH�&RUSV�5HVHUYH�ZLWK�WKH�UDQN�
of colonel after 30 years of service. 
6LG�DQG�KLV�ZLIH�-DQ�PRYHG�WR�3DLQWV�
YLOOH�LQ�������EHFRPLQJ�SLOODUV�LQ�WKH�FRP�
PXQLW\��7RJHWKHU�WKH\�UDLVHG�IRXU�VRQV��
6LG�ZDV�DFWLYH�LQ�WKH�0HWKRGLVW�FKXUFK��
ZDV�D�3DXO�+DUULV�)HOORZ�LQ�WKH�3DLQWVYLOOH�
5RWDU\�ZLWK�³SHUIHFW�DWWHQGDQFH�IRU����
\HDUV�´�KHOSHG� HVWDEOLVK�/LWWOH�/HDJXH�
EDVHEDOO�LQ�3DLQWVYLOOH�DQG�DOVR�ZDV�D�%R\�
6FRXW�OHDGHU��+H�ZDV�GHVFULEHG�DV�D�PDQ�
ZKR�³OLYHG�KLV�OLIH�E\�WKH�0DULQH�&RUSV�
PRWWR�� 6HPSHU� )L´²DOZD\V� IDLWKIXO��
always loyal.
6LGQH\�%O\WKH�*DUODQG�SDVVHG�DZD\�RQ�
1RY������������LQ�2DN�5LGJH��7HQQ��+H�ZDV�
EXULHG�DW�$UOLQJWRQ�1DWLRQDO�&HPHWHU\��
<HDUV�DIWHU�WKH�EDWWOH��ZKHQ�6LG�ZDV�DVNHG�
WR� WDON�DERXW�EHLQJ�DZDUGHG�WKH�6LOYHU�
6WDU�DQG�KLV�H[SHULHQFHV�RQ�2NLQDZD��KH�
MXVW�VLPSO\�VDLG��³<RX�MXVW�GR�ZKDW�\RX¶UH�
WUDLQHG� WR� GR��<RX� GRQ¶W�ZRUU\� DERXW�
JHWWLQJ�KLW�RU�NLOOHG��:KHQ�\RX�UXQ�LQWR�
D�EXQFK�RI�-DSDQHVH�VKRRWLQJ�DW�\RX��\RX�
MXVW�GR�LW�́ �7KHVH�DUH�VLPSOH�ZRUGV�IURP�D�
KXPEOH�PDQ�RI�WKH�*UHDWHVW�*HQHUDWLRQ�

Author’s bio: Jonathan Vanhoose is a 
former basketball player who was named 
Kentucky Mr. Basketball in 1998 as a high 
school All-American. After playing college 
basketball at Marshall University, he 
spent time in the NBA Developmental 
League. He has taught history for the last 
16 years, at Johnson Central High School 
in Paintsville.

Sid and Jan Garland in 1995.

A Marine rifleman signals to his fellow 

Marines to hold their fire as a Japanese 

soldier emerges from a cave during the 

battle of Okinawa.
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Corps Connections Compiled by Sara W. Bock

Marine Vet, Golfer Advances After Warrior Open Win

Retired Marine Captain Jerry Woods, left, receives the Warrior Cup from former 

President George W. Bush following his win at the 2019 Bush Institute Warrior 

Open, held at the AT&T Byron Nelson in Dallas, Texas, May 5. The competitive 

golf tournament honors post-9/11 wounded and injured servicemembers, and 

Woods’ win earned him a spot in the American Century Championship in July, 

where he fi nished the fi nal round in 33rd place. The fi eld of golfers included 

more than 90 sports and entertainment stars including Tony Romo, Aaron 

Rodgers, Charles Barkley, Larry Fitzgerald, Carson Palmer, Roger Clemens, Jerry 

Rice, Ray Romano and Larry the Cable Guy. The 54-hole tournament in Stateline, 

Nev., at Lake Tahoe, has raised more than $5 million for charity. 

A mustang Marine offi cer, Woods enlisted in 1998 and served as an infantryman 

in Iraq, where he was wounded during the Battle of Najaf. After recovering from 

shrapnel wounds, he was commissioned as a second lieutenant and served in 

Afghanistan as an aviation supply offi cer. As he transitioned to civilian life upon 

his retirement in 2018, he turned to golf as a form of therapy and healing.

Submitted by Steve Griffi th
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Final Salute: MCL Det Provides Honor Bell, Guard

Members of the Union Colony Marines, Detachment #1093 of 

the Marine Corps League, supported a fellow Marine veteran, 

Jimmy Strong, center, at his father-in-law’s funeral at Fort Logan 

National Cemetery in Denver, Colo., May 17. The detachment 

Marines provided an honor guard to render military honors for 

the U.S. Army veteran and rang the honor bell in memory of his 

service and sacrifi ce. From the left, Mac McClure, Rich Ellin, Ken 

Jacobsen, Bud Stolpa, Ken Balltrip, Ray Delgado, Robert Klausner, 

Don Lindsay, Ernie Martinez and Mark Kauffman gathered by the 

honor bell to express their condolences. 

Submitted by Walter M. Stolpa Jr.
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“Corps Connections” highlights the places and events through which active-duty and veteran Marines connect with 
one another, honor the traditions of the Corps and recognize the achieve ments of their fellow leathernecks.
We welcome submissions of photos from events like the ones featured here. Send them to: Sara W. Bock, Leatherneck 

Magazine, P.O. Box 1775, Quantico, VA 22134, or email them to s.bock@mca-marines.org. Submission does not guarantee 
publication, and we cannot guarantee the return of photos.

WW II Veteran, Educator Recognized 

For Lifetime Contributions

On May 25, the Marine Corps League James M. Slay 

Detachment #329 conducted a ceremony in Richmond, 

Va., honoring Dr. Bruce Heilman, right, a Marine veteran 

of World War II who served in the Battle of Okinawa and 

during the occupation of Japan.

After leaving active duty as a sergeant, he spent 

his life as an educator, most notably serving as the 

president of the University of Richmond for 25 years. 

At 93 years old, Heilman remains active in both the 

academic and Marine Corps communities, inspiring 

those who have the privilege of knowing him.

The Slay Detachment Marines presented Heilman 

with an outstanding shadow box commemorating 

his service. The detachment also raised nearly $2,000 

to fund a scholarship in honor of Heilman’s service as 

a Marine and an educator. Three Marine Corps JROTC 

cadets from high schools around the Richmond area 

will receive the scholarship named in his honor. 

Submitted by Kyle Watts
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Virtual Run Honors Gold Star Families

On July 22, a 9-mile “Sugar Bear’s Virtual Memorial 

Run” rallied supporters across the nation—including 

a dedicated group of individuals in Swansboro, N.C.—

to raise awareness of the sacrifi ces made by Gold Star 

families. For a registration fee of $25, each participant’s 

entry fee benefi tted both the Marine Corps Association 

Foundation’s programs for Marines and the Sugar Bear 

Foundation. Named in memory of Lieutenant Colonel 

Mario “Sugar Bear” Carazo, whose AH-1W Cobra was 

shot down by enemy fi re in Afghanistan in 2010 while 

supporting Marines engaged in a fi refi ght on the ground, 

the Sugar Bear Foundation continues his legacy of service 

by supporting the surviving spouses and children of fallen 

U.S. servicemembers. The virtual walk/run takes place 

each year on the anniversary of Carazo’s death.

From the left, Jen McHale; Colonel Bob Hayes, USMC (Ret); Steve Scarborough; Neva Tucker; Angie Cooper; and Jill Riggs walked 

9 miles from Swansboro across the Emerald Isle Bridge to Emerald Isle, N.C.

“I plan to do this every year now,” said Riggs. “There were three that walked last year and we had six this year. I hope our group 

continues to grow.”

 Submitted by Steve Scarborough
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Swansboro, N.C.
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Marine Raider Dies in Firefight 

The Department of Defense announced 
the death of a Marine who was supporting 
Operation Inherent Resolve. 

GySgt Scott A. Koppenhafer, 35, 
of Mancos, Colo., died Aug. 10, after 
being engaged by enemy small arms fire 
while conducting combat operations. The 
incident is under investigation. 

GySgt Koppenhafer was assigned to 
2nd Marine Raider Bn, Marine Forces 
Special Operations Command, Marine 
Corps Base Camp Lejeune, N.C.

He previously deployed to Afghanistan 
in support of Operation Enduring 
Freedom.

His awards include the Bronze Star with 
combat “V” and the Navy and Marine 
Corps Commendation Medal with Gold 
Star in lieu of second award, both with 
combat  d is t ing u ish ing dev ice. 
Koppenhafer received the Sergeant Clyde 
A. Thomason Marine Special Operator 
of the Year award in 2018 which was 
presented by the Marine Corps Association 
& Foundation. 

DOD

Germaine Buckbee, 82, of Green Bay, 
Wis. She served on active duty from 1956-
1959 and was in the Marine Corps Reserve 
until 1962. She later served 20 years in 
the Coast Guard Reserve.

James S. Carnrite, 93, of Blacksburg, 
Va. Following his graduation from high 
school, he served with 2ndMarDiv during 
WW II. His awards include the Purple 
Heart. 

Barbara M. Cooke, 95, of North 
Branford, Conn. She served in the Marine 
Corps from 1944 to 1945.

Joseph Thomas Desthers Sr. 86, of 
North Babylon, N.Y. He served in the 
Marine Corps during the Korean War 
and saw action at the Chosin Reservoir. 
He later had a career as a firefighter.

Roy R. Isaksen Sr., 79, of Brookfield, 

Wis. He served in the Marine Corps and 
was a member of the MCL. He was a Toys 
for Tots volunteer.

William C. “Bill” Janssen, 82, of  
De Pere, Wis. He served in the Marine 
Corps from 1956-1962. 

PFC Vincent Henry Jaramillo, 62, 
of Rio Rancho, N.M. He served in the 
Marine Corps.

Henry “Hank“ Kallis Sr., 74, of 
Clinton, Mont. Henry enlisted in the early 
1960s, serving as an MP in Iceland and at 
Marine Corps Air Station El Toro, Calif. 

SSgt Raymond Kaster, 96, of West 
Los Angeles, Calif. He joined the Marine 
Corps in 1941 and saw action during WW 
II in the battles of Guadalcanal, Tarawa, 
Saipan and Tinian as a member of the 
2ndMarDiv. 

Elman J. Keller, 95, in Vermillion, S.D. 
He served in the Marine Corps during 
WW II, seeing action at Guadalcanal. 
He was a life member of the 2nd Marine 
Division Association, the V.F.W. and the 
Newcastle American Legion. 

William J. Keough, 76, of Paddock 
Lake, Wis. He was a Marine aviator who 
flew the UH-1E helicopter in Vietnam. 
He later had a successful career in sales.

James Anthony Kostecki, 90, of 
Missoula, Mont. He left home at the age 
of 16 to join the Marine Corps. He served 
in WW II and the Korean War. He retired 
in 1968 after a tour in Vietnam.

Martin C. Lattimer, 74, of Clinton 
Township, Mich. He served in the Marine 
Corps during the Vietnam War.

Leo Lopez, 99, of Yountville, Calif. 
He joined the Marine Corps in February 
1952, serving in the 4thMarDiv during 
WW II. He saw action on Kwajalein Atoll, 
the Marshall Islands, Saipan, Tinian and 
Iwo Jima. 

Howard T. Loudermilk, 93, of 
Columbia, Tenn. He was assigned to the 
1stMarDiv during WW II as a mortarman 
on Guam and Okinawa.

SgtMaj Peter J. Marovich, 94, of 
Aliquippa, Pa. He enlisted in the Marine 
Corps in 1942 at age 17. During WW II, he 
served with the 3rdMarDiv in New Zealand 
and Guadalcanal. He also participated in 
the fighting on Bougainville, Guam and 
Iwo Jima. During the Korean War, he 
served as a machine gun platoon sergeant. 
His 32 years of service also included a 
tour as a DI at Parris Island and later as 
the sergeant major for the recruit depot. 
His awards include the Bronze Star with 
combat “V.” 

Cpl Ken Matthies, 81, of West Lynn, 
Ore. He enlisted in the Marine Corps in 
1955 and served until 1959. He was a jet 
engine mechanic and served with H&S 
Company, MCAS El Toro, in Santa Ana, 
Calif. 

Edward L. “Mac” McCallum, 95, of 
Roanoke, Va. He enlisted in the Marine 
Corps during WW II serving with the 
10th Defense Battalion, 10th Marines, 2nd 
Marine Division at Hawaii, Guadalcanal, 
Eniwetok, Saipan, Okinawa and Nagasaki.

Helen (Zolnowski) McCann, 96, in 
Fort Edward, N.Y. She enlisted in the 
Marine Corps during WW II. 

Joseph P. McDowell, 69, of Indiana, 
Pa. He served in the MarDet aboard USS 
Coral Sea (CV-43) during the Vietnam 
War. 

Don J. Mooney, 89, of Toledo, Ohio. He 
was a combat veteran of the Korean War. 
His awards include the Purple Heart. He 
was a member of the MCL and the Purple 
Heart Association.

GySgt Kenneth J. “Jim” Moore, 83, 
in Rancho Mirage, Calif. Kenneth was a 
veteran of the Vietnam War who served 
24 years in the Marine Corps. 

PhM3c Fidencio S. Moreno, 90, in 
Fresno, Calif. He was a corpsman assigned 
to the 5thMarDiv on Iwo Jima.

Claude R. “Bob” Mowbray, 93, of 
Richmond, Va. Claude served in the Ma-
rine Corps from 1943 to 1963. He partici-
pated in the recapture of Guam in July 
1944 as well as in the battle of Iwo Jima. 

Sgt Rudolph T. Mueller, 93, of 
Louisville, Ky. He saw action on Iwo 
Jima where he was wounded. His awards 
include the Purple Heart.

Joseph A. Neff, 89, of Zanesville, Ohio. 
He was an air wing Marine who served 
during the Korean War.  

Eugene W. Neitman, 97, of Green Bay, 
Wis. He enlisted in the Marine Corps 
after the attack on Pearl Harbor, serving 
as a radio man with Co C, 2nd Tank 

In Memoriam Compiled by Nancy S. Lichtman and Alex J. Russell

DPAA Accounts for Tarawa Marine

The Defense POW/MIA Accounting Agency (DPAA) announced recently that 
a Marine killed during World War II has been accounted for. 

PltSgt George E. Trotter, 38, of Kansas City, Mo., was a member of Company 
E, 2nd Battalion, 8th Marines, 2nd Marine Division, which landed on Betio in 
the Tarawa Atoll of the Gilbert Islands. He died during the first day of the battle, 
Nov. 20, 1943, and was accounted for on April 16, 2019. 

DPAA
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Bn, 2ndMarDiv during WW II and saw 
action on the islands of Tarawa, Saipan 
and Tinian.

Gary E.Neuhaus, 76, of Albuquerque, 
N.M. He served in the Marine Corps for 
fi ve years and later had a career in the 
construction industry.

Charles H. “Charlie” Nichols, 88, of 
Veedersburg, Ind. He joined the Marine 
Corps in 1948 and served his country 
during the Korean War. His awards 
include the Purple Heart.      

Barbara Passalacqua, 97, of Strasburg, 
Ill. She enlisted in the Women’s Reserve 
in January of 1944 and was stationed in 
Arlington, Va. She worked in the Navy 
Annex for the duration of WW II.

John Pinto, 94, of Santa Fe, NM. He 
was a Navajo Code Talker and received 
a Congressional Silver Medal in 2001. 
He was elected to the New Mexico state 
senate. 

Joseph Reedy, 68, of East Moline, Ill. 
He served his country in the Marine Corps 
during the Vietnam War.

Cpl Sarah “Sally” Rezen, 95, in 
Cortland, N.Y. She enlisted in the Marine 
Corps in 1944 and trained as an airplane 
mechanic. She served at MCAS Cherry 
Point, N.C.  

SgtMaj V. Rob Robinson, 76, of 
Chattanooga, Tenn. He was a Marine 

who served in the Vietnam War. He was 
a member of the DAV and the VFW. 

Major Paul J.G. Roosen, 94, of Aiken, 
S.C. He enlisted in the Marine Corps a 
few days after the attack on Pearl Harbor. 
He served as a parachute rigger at NAS 
Lakehurst, N.J., before he left for the 
South Pacifi c where he saw action on 
Guadalcanal. He was later commissioned 
and served as an infantry offi cer with a 
machine-gun platoon during the Korean 
War. He was wounded in the fi ghting 
at the Chosin Reservoir. He served in a 
variety of other assignments, including 
as a seagoing Marine, before his 1962 
retirement.

MGySgt George W. Schreck, 93, 
of Idaho Falls, Idaho. He served in the 
Marine Corps during WW II. He had a 24-
year career in the Marine Corps Reserve. 

SFC Nicholas Sheperty, 36, in 
Suffolk, Va. He was a Marine assigned to 
MARSOC for eight years before serving 
in the West Virginia National Guard as a 
Green Beret. He served multiple tours in 
Iraq and Afghanistan. 

Dale S. Sperry Jr., 69, of Monroe, 
Wis. He served with 3rdMarDiv and was 
wounded in Quang Tri Province, Ashau 
Valley, Vietnam, in February 1969.

Carlo Valenti, 94, of Troy, N.Y. He 
served with 5thMarDiv, on Guam and Iwo 

Jima. His awards include the Purple Heart. 
Sgt Charles V. Van Scyoc, 92, of Green 

Lake, Wis. After graduating from high 
school, he served in the Marine Corps 
during WW II with 2ndMarDiv.  He saw 
action on Guadalcanal and Okinawa. He 
was recalled to active duty during the 
Korean War where he was assigned to 1st 
Amtrac Bn.

Robert R. VerHaagh, 73, of De Pere, 
Wis. He served in the Marine Corps from 
1966 to 1968, seeing action in the Vietnam 
War.

John Vicens, 78, in Albuquerque, N.M. 
John served in the Marine Corps and later 
worked at Kirtland AFB in Albuquerque.

Cpl Daniel F. Wagner, 36, of Palmyra, 
Va. He was a Marine who saw action 
during Operation Iraqi Freedom. 

In Memoriam is run on a space-available 
basis. Those wishing to submit items 
should include full name, age, location at 
time of death (city and state), last grade 
held, dates of service, units served in, 
and, if possible a published obituary. 
Allow at least four months for the 
notice to appear. Submissions may be 
sent to Leatherneck Magazine, P.O. Box 
1775, Quantico, Va., 22134, or emailed 
to leatherneck@mca-marines.org or 
n.lichtman@mca-marines.org.
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THE FROZEN CHOSEN : THE 1ST 
MARINE DIVISION AND THE BATTLE 
OF THE CHOSIN RESERVOIR. By 
Thomas McKelvey Cleaver. Published 
by Osprey Publishing. 324 pages.  
$13.50  MCA Members. $15 Regular 
Price.

As perhaps a new confrontation with 
North Korea looms large, Thomas 
McKelvey Cleaver’s book, “The Frozen 
Chosen,” takes a hard, cold look at the 
Marines’ war in the Land of Morning 
Calm. 

In the introduction to this fi nely crafted 
military history, the author pens a bold 
statement: “Thus, the battle of the Chosin 
Reservoir in 1950 has as-
sumed mythological status 
in the national memory, 
given it is the one military 
event of the past 70 years that 
wholly and completely ful-
fi lls this national mythology.” 
His statement may not sit 
well with the Marines who 
fought in the quintessential 
battles at Khe Sanh, Hue 
City, or Fallujah, but if there 
are any doubters, please take 
the time to contemplate the 
remarkable campaign. Con-
sider that the fate of the en tire Korean 
War may well have hinged on the cam-
paign’s outcome, and from the point of 
view of the United States Marine Corps, 
the Corps’ reputation as an ex ceptional 
fi ghting institution was reinforced. 

Our involvement in the Korean War 
was as close to an accident as might ever 
be envisioned. To the mid-20th century 
American strategist a war fought on the 
Korean peninsula was without question, 
the wrong war in the wrong place at the 
wrong time. And seen through the eyes of 
a 1950 “Cold War” masterminds, it was 
to be fought against the wrong enemy. 

After World War II, the Korean pen-
insula was divided into two parts: South 
Korea, favored by the West, and North 
Korea, championed by the Communists. 
In 1950, the North Korean Army invaded 
the south and came close to driving the 
allies completely off the peninsula. In 
September, Marines made a successful 
amphibious landing over the beaches at 
Inchon and liberated Seoul, the capital 
city. This bold move swiftly turned 
tables in favor of the U.N. forces. As 
winter approached, the Marines of the 
1st Division made a second amphibious 

landing on the northeastern beaches of 
Korea. MacArthur directed all his forces to 
press the attack up to the Korean northern 
borders of China. Here, the general made 
the worst mistake of his long and storied 
career. The Chinese, feeling threatened, 
sprung a massive counterattack all along 
their border and down into Korea. The 
U.S. 8th Army troops, on the west side 
of the peninsula, were unceremoniously 
driven back in ignominious panic. Sec-
retary of State, Dean Acheson, remarked: 
“The Chinese assault in North Korea was 
the greatest defeat of American Arms 
since the battle of Bull Run.” In fact, the 
majority of POWs captured throughout 

the three-year war occurred 
during this inglorious 
retreat. 

However, things played 
out quite differently with 
the Marines. The 1stMarDiv 
moved north along a narrow 
winding mountainous road 
up to the Chosin Reservoir, 
approximately 65 miles from 
the sea. O.P. Smith shrewdly 
set up at Koto-ri, which was 
held by Lewis B. “Chesty” 
Puller’s 1st Regiment. He 
then moved forward and 

established his pivotal support base at 
Hagaru-ri. Gen Smith sent the 5th and 
7th Marine Regiments farther north to the 
small village known as Yudam-ni, located 
on the west of the reservoir. Elements of 
the Army’s 7th Division moved north 
along the east side of the Chosin. By Nov. 
25, the Chinese fl ooded down and around 
the Marines of the 10th Corps. Gen Smith 
prudently changed from the offense to a 
tactical defense. In an epic withdrawal, 
both the 5th and 7th Marines fought their 
way south back to the base at Hagaru-ri. 
The plan now was to bring the division and 
all its equipment back south toward the 
port of Hamhung. When a British reporter 
referred to the withdrawal as a “retreat,” 
Gen Smith pointed out that this was not 
a retreat. The main part of the division 
then moved south through Koto-ri and 
joined the 1st Marines. The reconstituted 
division then made a fi ghting march to the 
sea and was safely evacuated. By bringing 
out most of its wounded and equipment 
through the sub-zero wintry weather, the 
1st Marine Division succeeded in adding a 
glittering chapter to its already legendary 
historical heritage. 

On Dec. 31, 1950, the Commandant 

of the Marine Corps reported that the 
Marines had incurred 4,418 casualties 
between Oct. 26 and Dec. 15, with 718 
Marines and Sailors killed in action. 
Additionally, there were 7,313 non-
battle casualties, most due to the effects 
of frostbite. The tenacious campaign, 
fought in the unforgiving Korean winter, 
produced 14 Medal of Honor recipients. 

Interestingly, the author includes the 
battle reports of the Chinese commanders. 
The assault against the Marines at Yudam-
ni and Hagaru-ri nearly destroyed both 
the 20th and 27th (PVA) Chinese armies. 
Chinese commanders reported that their 
communication efforts were not up to 
standard and their troops did not have 
enough food, ammunition or supplies. 
Clearly, they had utterly underestimated 
the leathernecks. In a message to one of 
his commanders, Mao acknowledged 
that as many as 40,000 men had perished 
due to the fi erce fi ghting, cold weather, 
and their lack of supplies. The Chinese 
Ninth Army Group was unable to re-
enter combat until April of the following 
year. Of the Marines fi ghting ability, the 
Chinese noted their coordination between 
infantry, tanks, artillery and air support 
was as surprising as it was deadly and 
effective. 

Of the Marine battle, the author con-
fi dently argues: “The Marine stand at the 
Chosin had not only saved the division, 
but had saved the entire U.N. position in 
Korea. As a result, by May 1951 the U.N. 
forces had time to stabilize and hold their 
position around the 38th Parallel.” 

This excellent researched volume 
sparkles with gritty combat action. The 
part played by Naval and Marine air 
sup port is well developed. Great care 
in recounting both the gallant stand by 
“Fox” Company at the Toktong Pass 
and the battles around the East Hill are 
especially well presented. Sadly, the maps 
included in this fi rst-rate volume were 
noticeably inadequate. Overall, however, 
this masterwork of military history 
will stand the test of time and become 
a valuable addition to any thoughtful 
history buffs and/or resolute military 
historians. 

Bob Loring

Author’s bio: Readers will recognize 
Marine veteran “Red Bob” Loring as 
a frequent Leatherneck reviewer, who 
has had more than 100 book reviews 
published in the magazine. 

Books Reviewed
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I L L I C I T :  H O W  S M U G G L E R S , 
TRAFFICKERS, AND COPYCATS ARE 
HIJACKING THE GLOBAL ECONOMY. 
By Moisés Naim. Published by Anchor. 
352 pages. $14.40 MCA Members. $16 
Regular Price. 

Moisés Naim’s book “Illicit” starts with 
three swiftly disproven illusions. The fi rst 
illusion is that traffi cking has not changed 
greatly over the years. Traffi cking trans-
formed in the 1990s, becoming more 
wide spread, entering more markets and 
becoming more profi table. The second 
illusion is that criminal syndicates still 
utilize a hierarchy with a command 
structure. But the hierarchy of traffi cking 
transformed as technology changed, and 
organizations rely less on singular leaders, 
making them able to adapt to disruption 
more quickly. The third illusion is that 
there is a clear difference between illicit 
business and legal business. Modern 
trafficking blurs the lines between 
legitimate and underground business. 

Due to the interconnected nature of 
today’s commerce, traffi cking is more 
widespread than ever. Markets such 
as narcotics and human traffi cking are 
more profi table and affect more people 
than in previous years. Drugs from Af-
ghanistan arrive in Western Europe 
in record numbers. More people are 

purchased every decade than in the history 
of the Trans-Atlantic slave trade. Naim 
also pivots into the rise in intellectual 
property theft that created an industry of 
copycat entertainment that was impossible 
before the prevalence of the internet. 
The swiftness of modern transportation 
created a market for organ theft and 
animal smuggling, making 
them profitable, common 
forms of traffi cking. 

Current organizations are 
capable of continuing oper-
ations even if high value 
targets are eliminated from 
their ranks. Hierarchy and 
bureaucracy slow down 
crim inals, so criminals be-
came less centralized and 
with fewer command and 
control structures. They also 
do not specialize in the goods 
they traffi c. Today’s criminal 
leaders simultaneously sell multiple types 
of illicit wares. They also participate in 
the legal market, making it harder to 
identify and stop them. 

Weak and failed states offer excellent 
sanctuaries for criminals. Weak gov ern-
ments are coerced by threats or violence, 
or persuaded with bribes. Some govern-
ments operate at the whims of criminal 

enterprises within the country. Govern-
ments such as North Korea facilitate illicit 
trade to make money. Different countries 
struggle to overcome logistical and 
linguistic differences. Within a country, 
multiple law enforcement agencies fail to 
communicate.

Illicit traffi cking merges with legal 
business. Money raised by 
criminals allows them to 
invest in commercial enter-
prises and become legitimate 
participants in regional 
trade. Legal businesses per-
mit criminals to launder 
money, hiding criminal 
profi ts. This translates into 
political and social power, 
and gives traffi ckers de facto 
control of whatever country 
they occupy. The merging 
of criminal and legal busi-
nesses creates an atmosphere 

where it is harder to know who is a 
criminal and who is not. 

Naim suggests that in order to react 
to modern traffi cking, we must mirror 
it. To counter criminals’ use of the latest 
technology, law enforcement must utilize 
the latest equipment. The creation of 
radio-frequency identifi cation (RFID) 
tracking allows shipments to have in-
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transit visibility. There must also be 
pragmatic decisions made by governments 
to see if anything currently illegal can be 
decriminalized or even completely made 
legal. Harm reduction should be the target 
of governments. If banning a substance or 
product is more harmful than legalization, 
the policy banning that product should 
be reconsidered. Soft drugs are a prime 
example. Creating circumstances under 
which more people can legally immigrate 
to a country reduces human traffi cking 
and its secondary effects. Short-term task 
forces need to be exchanged for long-term 
cooperation between different countries 
and different police forces. 

Overall, Naim’s book is to criminality 
what Friedman’s “The World is Flat” 
is to global trade. The rise of modern 
technology, the speed of transport, and 
the booming consumer market make great 
strides possible. Those same hallmarks 
of the new age, harnessed by nefarious 
individuals, destroy lives, threaten state 
sovereignty, sustain terrorism and reap 
unfathomable profi ts for unscrupulous 
criminals. The 21st century is rife with 
new possibilities. Unfortunately, Moisés 
Naim shows us that those possibilities can 
benefi t the worst mankind has to offer as 
well as the best. 

Kevin Johnston

Author’s bio: Kevin Johnston is a 
contractor and technical writer working 
for the Headquarters Marine Corps 
Personnel Studies and Oversight offi ce. 
Prior to that, he was a Transportation 
Corps offi cer in the Army. The views 
expressed within this writing are his own.

BROTHERS IN VALOR: BATTLEFIELD 
STORIES OF THE 89 AFRICAN-
AMERICANS AWARDED THE MEDAL 
OF HONOR. By Robert F. Jefferson Jr. 
Published by Lyons Press. 248 pages. 
$24.26 MCA Members. $26.95 Regular 
Price. 

The new book, “Brothers in Valor,” 
tells the remarkable stories of 89 African-
American servicemen who were awarded 
the Medal of Honor for their heroic 
actions. The book spans the time from 
the American Civil War up to the end 
of the Vietnam War. Dr. Jefferson’s fi ne 
new work helps illustrate how African-
Americans have faithfully defended our 
country with distinction throughout our 
history. The many acts of incredible valor 
exhibited by African-American warriors 
continue to provide us with an abounding 
source of inspiration and pride. 

However, the book also recounts our 
country’s racial past as many black 
Americans pursued their dreams of 
equal treatment while serving shoulder-

to-shoulder beside their white brethren. 
The volume fully scrutinizes the history 
of America’s changing military policy, 
presidential politics, and unremitting 
quest for equal justice under the law. 

During the opening stages of the 
Civil War, a senator from Iowa, James 
W. Grimes, introduced a bill that pre-
sented a small token of appreciation to 
Navy personnel who had distinguished 
themselves above and beyond the call 
of duty. By December 1861, President 
Lincoln approved the Navy 
Medal of Honor. The Army 
soon joined in; by July 1862, 
they too had developed the 
Army’s version of America’s 
highest award for valor. 

Early in the Civil War, 
Union generals saw the 
benefits of turning newly 
freed slaves into a labor force 
to support the Army’s grow-
ing needs. Lincoln’s Emanci-
pation Proclamation cleared 
the way to organizing fully equipped all 
Black Reg iments. The War Depart ment 
issued General Order 143, and many 
Blacks, both free and former slaves, 
enlisted. Governor John Andrew of 
Massachusetts helped to organize, equip 
and fi nance both the 54th and 55th Army 
Regiments. 

William H. Carney, born a slave, 
escaped bondage and joined the Army. 
During the summer of 1863, Carney, 
and his unit received orders to attack 
Fort Wagner on the Atlantic coast of 
South Carolina. During the attack, their 
commander, Colonel Shaw, clasped 
the 54th Regimental Colors after the 
regiment’s standard bearer was shot; an 
instant later, the colonel also fell. Though 
himself seriously wounded, Carney 
returned with the battle-torn fl ag after 
the failed attack shouting, “Boys, the Old 
Flag had never touched the ground.” 

Through the promise of military service, 
many African-American men redefi ned 
their sense of honor in relationship to a 
still divided, racially charged America. 
Black soldiers fought bravely in the 
Indian War, 1867-1897 and 18 African-
Americans received the country’s highest 
honor for valor. An African-American 
solider named William McBryar was 
awarded the MOH for “coolness, bravery, 
and good marksmanship” while fi ghting 
against the Apaches in southwest Arizona. 

The Spanish-American War offered 
another chance for black troops to show 
their mettle. And the Punitive Expedition 
along the Mexican border also offered 
black soldiers their chance to seek and 
display valor. 

In 1917, the 92nd Division of the Ameri-

can Expedition Force (AEF) sailed to 
Europe. This new war offered men of 
color new opportunities to prove their 
worth. Henry Johnson and a fellow soldier 
fought off a 20-man German raiding 
party. General John J. Pershing raved, 
“The two-colored sentries should be given 
credit for preventing, by their bravery, the 
taking of prisoners of any of our men.”

During World War II, members of the 
all Black 761 Tank Battalion served as 
part of GEN Patton’s famed 3rd Army. 

The tankers saw continuous 
action from Nov. 7, 1944, 
until the end of the war but 
their numerous MOHs would 
not be granted until much 
later. In some cases, includ-
ing Ruben Rivers’, a grateful 
nation was slow to act. It 
would take nearly 60 years 
before the MOH was awarded 
to Rivers posthumously. 

As the Korean conflict 
broke out, some important 

changes were taking place in the military. 
In October 1951 President Truman de-
segregated Army. 

The stage was now set for the new 
challenges brought on by the American 
involvement in Southeast Asia. In 1966, 
James Anderson Jr., enlisted in the 
Marine Corps. After boot camp in San 
Diego, James reported to the 3rd Marine 
Division, located in South Vietnam. The 
Marines were tasked with carrying out 
hard-hitting combat operations against 
the wily NVA along the country’s North/
South demilitarized zone. In a fierce 
fi refi ght, Anderson, with total disregard 
for his own safety, fell upon an incoming 
enemy grenade and fully absorbed the 
destructive blast. He successfully shielded 
several other Marines from the bulk of the 
explosion. He died instantly. He was the 
fi rst African-American Marine to receive 
his nation’s highest award. 

Over the past century and a half, only 
3,500 service men and women have 
been recognized with the country’s 
highest decoration for valor. Of that 
population, 89 were African-Americans, 
59 were Hispanic-Americans, 33 were 
Asian-Americans, and 32 were Native 
Americans. In an increasingly diversifi ed 
military, black men and women continue 
to excel to include GEN Colin Powell 
serving as the fi rst black chairman of the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff under George H.W. 
Bush’s presidency. “Brothers in Valor,” is 
a powerful reminder of just how far we 
have come as a people. 

Bob Loring
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republication of any of our work 50 years 
later.  

I’m referring to “Blast Off,” my report 
on Marines standing by to recover the 
capsule of Apollo 10 in case the mission 
had to be scrubbed in the fi rst few seconds 
after the Saturn V rocket was launched 
on May 18, 1969.

Thanks for the memory.
SSgt Bob Bowen, USMC

Fredericksburg, Va.

• We have a treasure trove of incredible 
articles in Leatherneck’s archives. Access 
to the archives is a benefi t of MCA&F 
membership and while our readers can 
easily access past issues online, the sheer 
volume alone is daunting and gems like 
SSgt Bowen’s “Blast Off” could be missed. 
We’ve been including select archived 
articles in recent months and hope our 
readers enjoy these stories from the 
Corps’ illustrious history, often written 
by those who helped make it.—Editor

Are Platoon Numbers 

Consecutive?

I am entering my second year as a reader 
of your “memory provoking” magazine 
which for me is far and away, a good thing. 

I served from 1952 to 1960 and refer to 
myself as a “tweener,” obviously referring 
to Korea and Vietnam.

I thought platoon numbers were con-
secutive, with Parris Island and San Diego 
using a separate system. Will you explain, 
please?

Sgt Norman E. Wahner
USMC, 1952 to 1960

East Norriton, Pa.

• The question you ask is one that 
has commonly been posed to us by 
Leatherneck readers over the years. 
Interestingly, there’s not a completely 
clear-cut answer to this but the question 
appeared in a 2001 issue of Leatherneck
in the “Sound Off” department. Here is 
the answer our Sound Off editor at the 
time, retired MGySgt Ron Keene, wrote:

Over the years, there seems to have 
been several systems used to designate 
platoons at San Diego and Parris Island. 
Even those have had their inconsistencies. 
However, the way it has been for the last 
30 years or so is that the fi rst numeral 
on the guidon does signify the recruit 
battalion, and the rest is pretty simple. 
The platoons are numbered numerically 
as they are formed after the start of the 
calendar year, e.g., 3d Recruit Training Bn 
5 fi rst platoon would be 3001. In the early 
1960s it would have been 301. When the 

year ends, they start over again. I suspect 
the depots have more or less always 
followed a similar system of renumbering. 
Recruit Training Regiment has custody 
and responsibility for the guidons and 
maintains that it would go broke making 
and dry-cleaning individual f lags for 
every new platoon.—Editor 

Recon Doc

While reading an article in the April 
issue titled “Recon Doc” by Kyle Watts, 
I was interested in a photo on page 55 
of the 1st Force Recon team from 1968.

By chance, does anyone know if the 
large hill in the background is Hill 327, 
aka Freedom Hill, Headquarters, 1st 
Marine Division? If so, is the compound 
to the right with the observation tower 
the 11th Marines headquarters? It looks 
familiar to me. I was in both locations 
many times in 1969 to 1970. If I am in 

Mike Miner would like to know if the hill shown behind the 1st Force Recon team is Hill 

327, Freedom Hill, and if the tower, right, is the same tower shown in the background 

on the hill.

SOUND OFF

[continued from page 8]
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the right neighborhood, I spent my second 
scary night in Vietnam in that tower.

Mike Miner
Greenwood, Ind.

Exodus Movie Theme

In mid-summer of 1963, after 13 months 
and 28 days of overseas duty, we were all 
overjoyed to be back on American soil. 
The military buses took us from the ship 
to the recruit depot and dropped us off 
on the “grinder” with all our gear. We 
were on the same end as the Marine Corps 
band.

On the top step of a building stood two 
nuns dressed in black robes. The band 
was playing the theme song, “This Land 
is Mine,” from the hit movie “Exodus,” 
starring Paul Newman. As I stood and 
watched, it was like the band was playing 
for me and all the others who had just 
returned home. I have heard that theme 
song at least 25 times over the years and 
that moment in time always comes back to 
me when I hear it. It was one of the fi nest 
days in the Marine Corps, and to me, the 
band was at its most magnifi cent point 
in my four years of service. I shall never 
forget the band and how I wish I could 
hear them play that tune again.

Douglas “Chuck” Longie
Saint Michael, N.D.

Rifl eman Badges

In response to Cpl Ken Goodwin’s 
letter, “Rifl eman Badge” in the May is-
sue, according to a Google search, the 
shooting badge is a pre-World War I and 
WW II issue.

In the above photo are four different 
types of Expert Rifl eman badges. The fi rst 

three display Expert Rifl eman with the 
third badge issued by the Marine Corps 
in the mid-1940s or early 1950s. The 4th 
badge was issued in the mid-1950s and 
displays the M1 rifl e with rifl e markings 
of Rifl e Expert.

Roberto S. Aguilar
El Paso, Texas

mca-marines.org/resource/marine-corps-birthday

MARINE CORPSMARINE CORPSMARINE CORPS

Whether this is your 
rst 
birthday or your 244th, make 
sure you’re prepared by visiting 
our Marine Corps Birthday resource page. 
You’ll 
nd information on ceremonies, 
attire, gi�s, and locations.  

Hosting a Birthday Celebration? 
Email e.wagner@mca-marines.org with the location, 

time, date, and any pertinent information to be 
included on our page. 

Prepare for the
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Processing Data During 

The Punch Card Days

I saw the photo about tape handlers, 
sometimes called tape apes, in the April 
2019 issue of Leatherneck. The following 
is my account of handling many, many 
tapes. 

I enlisted in the Marine Corps in 1960. 
My first duty station was H&HS-26, 
MCAF, New River, N.C., and my MOS 
was 3071 supply clerk. A little over a year 
later I was transferred to my second duty 
station with MWSG-17, Iwakuni, Japan. I 
was doing work as a supply clerk and 
during my duty days, I was allowed to work 
with a mobile data processing pla toon. This 
was back in the days of punched cards and 
program panels—before any modern 
computers were in fi eld use. My third duty 
station was H&HS-26, MCAF, New River, 
N.C., while there I did ad ditional work with 
a transceiver unit to transmit punched card 
information to the Data Processing De-
partment at MCAS Cherry Point. In doing 
this work, I was given a secondary MOS 
of 4013 key punch operator.

After a meritorious promotion, I was 
trans ferred to Cherry Point and assigned 
to the data processing department. The 
initial language I learned was the RCA 
assembly language and later on I learned 
COBOL. After programming school I was 

assigned to work on the RCA system as an 
operator for a few months. Some of the 
new pro grams eliminated the need to read 
numer ous trays of punched cards into the 
computer.

When an opening came in the pro gram-
ming section I was reassigned to pro-
graming. This didn’t eliminate me from 
working as a computer operator as the 
conversion of programs was taking a large 
amount of time.

To reduce the computer backlog two of 
us would travel to other government 
facilities to work on computer backlog. 
Sometimes we took 20 to 30 tape reels 
with us. One advantage to this was I could 
work on programs I was responsible for 
developing when there was a long job 
running on the computer.

After eight years in the Marine Corps, 
I went to work at the Army Mobility 
Equip ment Command in St. Louis, Mo., 
as a programmer in the Autodin communi-
cations section on an IBM 360-30. 

This also had tape drives and disk drives. 
Six years later I moved and worked for the 
U.S. Army Communication Elec tronic 
Command in communications environ-
ment. We still had tape drives at that point. 
I also worked for Defense Logistics 
Agency, still in the communica tions fi eld. 
Tapes drives were still being used for 

Donate those leftover 

dollars and cents to the 

Marine Corps Association 

Foundation, and instead of 

sitting in your wallet unused, 

your gift cards will support 

programs for Today’s 

Marines.

CHARITYGIFTCERTIFICATES.ORG/GCE

LEFTOVER BALANCE ON YOUR GIFT CARDS?

“Depot To Depot” provides a great 
illustration of the transformation that 
veterans must make as they begin 
their personal journeys from the 
service back into civilian life, and 
highlights this huge reservoir of 
human capital that can be leveraged 
by Corporate America to reinforce 
our national economy.

Pre-Order Today!

Get Your FREE Military Transitional 

Workbook while visiting:

www.tedstuddard.com/books
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backing up computer information, but disc 
storage was becoming more prevalent.

I am like a lot of other Marines in that 
I didn’t have a direct knowledge of what 
I wanted to do as a career and the Marine 
Corps gave me the direction I needed and 
for that I am grateful.

SSgt Roy E. Meiss
USMC, 1960-1968

Bexley, Ohio

In the April Leatherneck, [Saved Round] 
you asked if anyone had experience on 
the AMPEX data recorder computer 
equipment. The machine, in the photo 
above, that Sergeant William Fry and 
Corporal Cawthorn are looking at, is an 
IBM 407 Accounting machine. It could 
print reports from the cards fed from the 
hopper. It could add and subtract. The 
print was controlled by a panel that had 
to be hand wired.

The machine on the right is an IBM 
602A calculator and could multiply and 
divide, and punch the results into the card. 
This also had a panel that had to be hand 
wired.

The machine to the left is an IBM 
360 collator and could sort the cards in 
numerical and alphabetical sequence by 
running them through many times and 
requiring you to select different buttons 

and turn the dial on the machine for each 
time you ran the cards through. 

Within two years the IBM 1401 com-
puter, which had to be programmed, re-
placed these machines and had a tape 
drive to be used for backing up data. By 
1967 the 1401 computer was replaced by 
the IBM 360 and had multiple tape drives 
as well as disk drives which allowed for 
random access.

1stLt H.W. Cawthorn, USMC (Ret)
Summerville, S.C.

Editorial Irish Pennants

In our August issue the Crazy Caption 
winner was listed as MSgt Don Bowersox 
of Bainbridge, Ga., and should have been 
listed as MGySgt Bowersox. We apologize 
for the error. 

Feel like sounding off? Address your letter 
to: Sound Off, Leatherneck Magazine, 
P.O. Box 1775, Quantico, VA 22134, or 
send an email to: leatherneck@mca-
marines.org. Due to the heavy volume, 
we cannot answer every letter received. 
Do not send original photographs, as we 
cannot guarantee their return. All letters 
must be signed, and emails must contain 
complete names and postal mailing 
addresses. Anonymous letters will not 
be published.—Editor

Sgt William Fry and Cpl H.W. Cawthorn, 

work on the IBM 407 Accounting machine 

at Camp Lejeune, N.C., August 1960.
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Be Aware: Social Media Scams 

Affect Military Personnel, Families

Nowadays, you have to be cautious 
of everything you do online. Scammers 
are always trying to get money, goods or 
services out of unsuspecting people—and 
military members are often targets.

There are numerous recent scams that 
servicemembers, Defense Department 
employees and their families need to 
look out for.

In April, Army Criminal Investigation 
Command put out a warning about 
romance scams in which online predators 
go on dating sites claiming to be deployed 
active-duty soldiers. It’s a problem that’s 
affecting all branches of service—not just 
the Army.

DOD officials said there have been 
hundreds of claims each month from 
people who said they’ve been scammed 
on legitimate dating apps and social media 
sites. According to the alleged victims, 
the scammers have asked for money for 
fake service-related needs such as trans-
portation, communications fees, process-
ing fees and medical fees—even marriage. 
Many of the victims have lost tens of 
thousands of dollars and likely won’t get 
that money back.

Remember, servicemembers and gov-
ernment employees do not pay to go on 
leave, have their personal effects sent 

home or fly back to the U.S. from an over-
seas assignment to a new assignment. 
Scammers will sometimes provide false 
paperwork to make their case, but real 
servicemembers make their own requests 
for time off. Also, any official military or 
government emails will end in .mil or 
.gov, not .com, so be suspicious if you get 
a message claiming to be from the military 
or government that doesn’t have one of 
those addresses.

DOD officials said task forces are 
working on the growing problem, but the 
scammers are often using cyber cafes with 
untraceable email addresses, then routing 
their accounts across the world to make 
them incredibly difficult to trace.

Another scam is sexual extortion, known 
as “sextortion,” when a servicemember 
is seduced into sexual activities online 
that are unknowingly recorded and used 
against them for money or goods. Often, if 
a victim caves to a demand, the scammer 
will just demand more. Servicemembers 
are often targets for these scammers. 

To avoid falling victim, don’t post or 
exchange compromising photos or videos 
with anyone online, and make sure your 
social media privacy settings limit the 
information outsiders can see—this in-
cludes advertising your affiliation with the 
military or government. Be careful when 
you’re communicating with anyone you 

don’t personally know online, and trust 
your instincts. If people seem suspicious, 
stop communicating with them.

DOD officials said sextortion often 
goes unreported because many victims 
are embarrassed to have fallen for it. 
But it happens worldwide and across all 
ranks and services. If it happens to you, 
stop communicating with the scammer, 
contact your command and your local 
Naval Criminal Investigative Service 
(NCIS) office. Do not pay the perpetrator 
and save all communications you had with 
that person.

Lastly, servicemember impersonation 
scams are also on the rise. These scammers 
often steal the identity or profile images 
of a servicemember and use them to ask 
for money or make big claims that involve 
the sale of vehicles, house rentals or other 
big-ticket items. These scammers often 
send the victim bogus information about 
the advertised product and ask for a wire 
transfer through a third party to finish the 
purchase, but there’s no product at the end 
of the transaction.

Another example of recurring scams are 
fake profiles of high-ranking American 
military officials on social media web-
sites using photos and biographical in-
formation obtained from the internet. 
Scammers often replicate recent social 
media posts from official DOD accounts 
and interact with official accounts to 
increase the appearance of legitimacy. 
As an example, there are impersonator 
accounts on Facebook, Instagram and 
Twitter for General Joseph F. Dunford, 
USMC, Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff. These accounts are also interacting 
with Joint Staff account followers in an 
effort to gain trust and elicit information. 

Scammers are making these profiles to 
defraud potential victims. They claim to 
be high-ranking or well-placed govern-
ment/military officials or the surviving 
spouse of former government leaders, and 
promise significant profits in exchange 
for help in moving large sums of money, 
oil or some other commodity. They offer 
to transfer large amounts of money into 
the victim’s bank account in exchange for 
a small fee. Once the payment is received, 
the scammers are never heard from again.

To avoid having your personal data 
and photos stolen from your social media 
pages, limit the details you provide on them 
and don’t post photos that include your 
nametag, rank, and unit identification. If 
an alleged official messages you with a 

Social media scams are increasingly becoming a threat to servicemembers and can 

include romance scams, sexual extortion and servicemember impersonation frauds. 

It’s important to know how to recognize “red flags” and what steps to take if you fall 

victim to these scams.
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request or demand, look closely at their 
social media page. Often, official accounts 
will be verified, meaning they have a blue 
circle with a check mark right beside their 
Twitter, Facebook or Instagram name. 
General and flag officers will not message 
anyone directly requesting to connect or 
asking for money. You can also search 
for yourself online—both your name and 
images you’ve posted—to see if someone 
else is trying to use your identity. If you 
do find a false profile, contact that social 
media platform and report it.

Katie Lange

SkillBridge Equips Marines 

Approaching EAS Date 

Every year, thousands of servicemem-
bers transition from the military to civilian 
life, and it can be an extremely stressful 
and confusing time. Undoubtedly, service-
members will polish their resume and 
perhaps look for opportunities for extra 
training or internships.

The SkillBridge program, a Department 
of Defense initiative facilitated through 
Marine Corps Community Services 
(MCCS), is offered to servicemembers 
who are within 180 days of their end of 
active service (EAS) date. SkillBridge 
at Marine Corps Base Camp Lejeune, 

N.C., for example, offers 13 courses in 
the information technology, business, 
transportation and industry and vocation-
al categories to servicemembers to es-
sentially give them a “head start” during 
their transition period.

“What SkillBridge is designed to do is 
afford servicemembers the opportunity to 
attend a training program that will lead 
to employment on the back end,” said 
Robert Jaeger, Personal and Professional 
Development Advisor, Marine and Family 
Programs Division, MCB Camp Lejeune.

For servicemembers dealing with un-
certainty about what to do after the Corps, 
SkillBridge can help find a temporary 
option or even a lifetime career in fewer 
than 18 weeks. Some programs are in a 
classroom setting, while others are hands-
on or online, depending on the course.

“I took advantage of the Troops into 
Transportation program,” said Jason 
Pittsley, a retired master sergeant. “It 
had guaranteed job placement upon 
completion, so I knew I would be able to 
provide for myself and my family.” 

The programs are available to all trans-
itioning servicemembers with a general 
discharge under honorable conditions or 
honorable discharge, regardless of time 
served.

“I absolutely would recommend Skill-
Bridge because they do just as the title 
says—they bridge the gap between our 
Marine Corps career, no matter how long 
that may be, and our next chapter or next 
career in civilian life,” said Pittsley. “I 
wish more commands and career planners 
knew about these programs so they could 
advise the Marines before they go to the 
transition readiness seminar.”

It is understood that training and mis-
sion accomplishment will always come 
first, but leaders are encouraged, if time 
permits, to allow servicemembers to enroll 
in these programs. A servicemember’s 
participation in SkillBridge must be ap-
proved by the first commander in their 
chain of command.

“If there is an opportunity that does not 
conflict with training schedules to give 
these Marines and Sailors a good start out 
the door, I implore commanders, sergeants 
major, command master chiefs, etc., to 
look at these SkillBridge programs,” said 
Jaeger. 

For more information about SkillBridge, 
visit https://dodskillbridge.usalearning 
.gov or visit the Transition Readiness 
Branch on your local military installation.

Cpl Nikki Morales, USMC

TELLING THEIR STORIES—

A new exhibit located 

on the third floor of the 

Pentagon in Arlington, Va., 

entitled “We Will Tell Their 

Stories,” is a memorial 

gallery that represents a 

cross-section of family and 

friends of fallen service-

members who were 

photographed by famed Los 

Angeles-based 

photographer Brian Bowen 

Smith. The larger-than-life 

black and white images 

portray grieving loved ones 

holding portraits of their 

fallen servicemember. 

Sponsored by the Tragedy 

Assistance Program for 

Survivors (TAPS), the exhibit 

was unveiled Aug. 16 and 

attended by the survivors 

who participated in the 

project. Veronica Bennet, 

mother of fallen Marine 

Lance Corporal Daniel Ryan 

Bennet, is pictured here 

next to the photograph of 

herself taken by Smith.
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Reunions   

• Iwo Jima Assn. of America, Feb. 
25-29, 2020, Arlington, Va. Contact Art 
Sifuentes, (703) 590-1292, rsifuentes@
iwojimaassociation.org, www.iwojima
association.org. 

• USMC Law Enforcement Assn., 
Oct. 10-13, Gatlinburg, Tenn. Contact 
CWO-4 Don Bolen, USMC (Ret), 1066 
Mount Laurel Rd., Clover, VA 24534, 
usmcleanet@gmail.com. 

• USMC Vietnam Tankers Assn., 
Oct. 31-Nov. 4, Seattle, Wash. Contact 
John Wear, (719) 495-5998, johnwear2@
verizon.net.

• USMC Food Service Assn., Oct. 3, 
Woodbridge, Va. Contact Maj Rick 
Bedford, USMC (Ret), (804) 386-6991, 
rdbedford1@gmail.com, www.usmcfsa
.org. 

• Marine Corps Cryptologic Assn., 
Nov. 8-12, Branson, Mo. Contact John 
Bicknas, (850) 944-3827, (850) 375-4640, 
jbicknas@gmail.com.  

• Seagoing Marines Assn., Oct. 1-6, 
Louisville, Ky. Contact Bob Sollom, (540) 
840-9310, sol136@msn.com. 

• The Chosin Few, Dec. 4-8, San Diego, 
Calif. Contact Chosin Few Headquarters, 
3 Black Skimmer Ct., Beaufort, SC 29907, 
(843) 379-1011, thechosinfewinc@aol
.com, www.chosinfew.org.  

• Marine Corps Air Transport Assn. 
(VMGR/VMR), Oct. 3-6, San Diego, 
Calif. Contact Rich Driscoll, (817) 657-
7768, president@mcata.com, www.mcata
.com.  

• MCAGCC Twentynine Palms, 
Calif., (all units, 1978-1982), Feb. 7-9, 
2020, Twentynine Palms, Calif. Contact 
Maj Stew Rayfi eld, USMC (Ret), iron
major@gmail.com.  

• 3rd Engineer Bn, Oct. 1-3, Rehoboth 
Beach, Del. Contact A.J. Folk, (610) 589-
1362, ajfpa@comcast.net. 

• 1/1 (RVN, 1965-1971), Oct. 23-26, 
San Diego, Calif. Contact Bill Kendle, 
(651) 248-3914, bkendle@comcast.net. 

• 1/5 (Afghanistan), Oct. 9-12, Camp 
Pendleton, Calif. Contact Jim Hogan, 
(310) 728-9166, socks4heroes@gmail
.com, http://scmcsg.org/1-5-afghanistan
-reunion. 

• 1/7 (1984-1988), October 2019, Las 

Vegas, Nev. Contact Maj Bill Pedrick, 
USMC (Ret), bill.pedrick@gmail.com, 
or SgtMaj Dave Jones, USMC (Ret), 
drjonessgtmaj@gmail.com. 

• 1/8 (1988-1996), Oct. 19, Atlanta, Ga. 
Contact James D. Harding, jharding@
centuryfasteners.com, www.1-8reunion
.com. 

• 2/9 (all eras), Nov. 8-12, Arlington, 
Va. Contact Danny Schuster, (978) 
667-4762, twoninencoic@aol.com, 
www.2ndbattalion9thmarines.org. 

• “Stormy’s” 3/3, Oct. 20, San Antonio, 
Texas. Contact Burrell Landes, (303) 734-
1458, bhanon@comcast.net.  

• 3/26 (RVN), Nov. 10-17, Eastern 
Caribbean Cruise from Fort Lauderdale, 
Fla. Contact James Sigman, (850) 528-
3854, www.funseas.com/26marine.  

• A/1/11 (RVN, August 1965-August 
1966), Oct. 15-18, San Diego, Calif. 
Contact Jim Wybenga, jwybenga15@
gmail.com. 

• A/1/12 (RVN, 1965-1969), Nov. 3-6, 
Savannah/Tybee Island, Ga. Contact 
Charlie Jensen, (770) 329-8585, cjensen@
bellsouth.net.  

Reader Assistance Edited by Sara W. Bock

70        LEATHERNECK / OCTOBER 2019 www.mca-marines.org/leatherneck

We make reunions easy!
Sta�ord/Quantico, VA

� The “Final Phase” of the National Museum of the 
Marine Corps opening now

� Tour MCB Quantico—10 minutes from our hotels
� Attractive & a�ordable lodging with hospitality 

rooms
� Custom tours available
� 100+ restaurants, including the famed Globe & 

Laurel
� Championship golf courses
� Spouse-friendly with great activities & shopping
� Civil War military museums, natural preserves 

and historic sites
� Washington D.C. only 35 miles north.

USMCreunions.com� �    540.658.4580

Tourism@Sta�ordCountyVa.gov
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• H/2/5 (RVN), Nov. 7-10, San Antonio, 
Texas. Contact Robert Hardrick, (513) 
410-0935, www.hotel25vv.org. 

• I/3/7 (all eras), April 22-25, 2020, 
Myrtle Beach, S.C. Contact Dennis 
Deibert, 6007 Catherine St., Harrisburg, 
PA 17112, (717) 652-1695, dennisdeibert
8901@comcast.net. 

• M/3/7 (RVN), Oct. 9, Branson, Mo. 
Contact Keith and Judy Kohlmann, (920) 
203-5764, jckohlmann@yahoo.com. 

• Marine Expeditionary Brigade-
Afghanistan, Task Force Leatherneck 
(2009-2010), May 1-3, 2020, Quantico, 
Va. Contact reunion committee, task
forceleatherneck@gmail.com. 

• Rapid Deployment Joint Task Force 
(40th anniversary reunion), March 2-3, 
2020, MacDill AFB, Fla. Contact LtCol 
Cal Lloyd, USMC (Ret), 16115 W. Course 
Dr., Tampa, FL 33624, (813) 417-4627, 
clloyd02@verizon.net. 

• 38th/39th OCC, TBS 3-66/4-66, Oct. 
7-11, Newport, R.I. Contact Jack Sheehan, 
(401) 255-0387, jacksheehanjtown@
me.com, www.usmc-thebasicschool-1966
.com. 

• TBS 4-67, Oct. 9-12, San Diego, 
Calif. Contact Ken Pouch, (860) 881-6819, 
kpouch5@gmail.com. 

• TBS, Co M, 10-69, Oct. 10-13, 
Pensacola, Fla. Contact James Newcomb, 
jamesnewcomb@juf.org. 

• TBS, Co F, 6-70, April 30-May 3, 
2020, Quantico, Va. Contact Tom 
Kanasky, (202) 366-3156, tlkanasky@
earthlink.net, or Mitch Youngs, (703) 493-
9435, mitchyoungs@verizon.net. 

• TBS, Co I, 9-70, Aug. 20-22, 2020, 
Quantico, Va. Contact Scott Kafer, 16436 
Turnbury Oak Dr., Odessa, FL 33556, 
(202) 403-7680, scottkaf@mac.com. 

• TBS, Co C, 3-72, is planning a 50th-
anniversary reunion. Contact Col Joe 
Mueller, USMCR (Ret), (818) 815-8331, 
jnm21213@yahoo.com. 

• Plt 238, San Diego, 1965, Oct. 15-18, 
San Diego, Calif. Contact Bonnie Arnold 
Gallegos, (608) 582-2386, hookemceg@
hotmail.com. 

• Plt 1187, San Diego, 1969, is planning 
a reunion. Contact T.E. Miller, (618) 520-
9646, or Mark Elder, (314) 322-8516. 

• Plt 3028, San Diego, 1966, is planning 
a reunion. Contact MSgt Bob Rees, USMC 
(Ret), (619) 940-9218, bobrees86@gmail
.com. 

• VMO/VMA/VMF/VMFA-251 (all 
eras), Nov. 7-10, Charleston, S.C. Contact 
Steven Dixon, (404) 944-1268, frenchy@
vmfa251.org.

Ships and Others

• USS Canberra (CA-70/CAG-2), Oct. 
9-13, Deerfi eld, Ill. Contact Ken Minick, 
2115 Pride Ave., Belpre, OH 45714, (740) 

423-8976, usscanberra@gmail.com.  
• USS Iwo Jima (LPH-2/LHD-7), 

Oct. 2-5, Norfolk, Va. Contact Robert G. 
McAnally, 152 Frissell St., Hampton, VA 
23663, (757) 723-0317, yujack46709@
gmail.com. 

Mail Call

• Larry Gies, 2074 Kenneth Dr., 
Bay City, MI 48706, (989) 686-9937, 
duck6cms@aol.com, to hear from Ma-
rines who served with Btry L, 4/11, 
1stMarDiv and are pictured in the above 
photo, taken in May or June 1967 near Hoi 
An, RVN, including J.M. ZINOWITCH, 
W.H. YOST, R.W. CAPUTO, O.B. 
KELLY, W.G. DEAN and W.D. 
MEDICINEBEAR. He is looking for 
help verifying a VA claim regarding a 
back injury from loading artillery rounds.

• Ronny Pollard, hollywdmarine@aol
.com, to hear from Marines assigned to 
HMH-461, MCAS New River, N.C., 
January 1978-April 1980.

• 1stLt H.W. Cawthorn, USMC (Ret), 
and Maj W.R. Fry, USMC (Ret), (843) 
754-4696, hcawthorn@homesc.com, to 
hear from Marines who worked with them 
on early computer equipment at MCB 
Camp Lejeune, N.C., in the 1960s.

• James H. McClure, (620) 205-9909, 
mcclurediv@gmail.com, to hear from 
Robert (Bob) SANGER, who was with 
him when he was wounded in the grave-
yard in Quang Nam Province, RVN, on 
May 24, 1970.

• Dr. William Bauer, 1001 Starkey Rd. 
Lot 91, Largo, FL 33771, (727) 532-9379, 
yphd77@aol.com, to hear from recruits 
and drill instructors who comprised 

3rd Recruit Training Bn, Co S, Plt 320, 
Parris Island, 1966. 

• Daniel Zavala Jr., (559) 281-7072, 
danielzavalajr9@gmail.com, to hear from 
members of Plt 3033, San Diego, 1994; 
admin school class 9-95; 1st Supply Bn 
1995-1997; or MWSG-17, 1997-1998. 

• Hugh Roberts, hrobe10711@aol.com, 
to hear from members of Plt 3047, Parris 
Island, 1969. 

Wanted

Readers should be cautious about 
sending money without confirming 
authenticity and availability of products 
offered.

• Terry Whitford, (636) 485-7449, 
terryrw@gmail.com, wants a platoon 
photo and recruit graduation book for 
Plt 308 and 310, San Diego, 1964. 

• Robert Riordan, (925) 518-7739, 
riordan1@pacbell.net, wants a recruit 
graduation book for Plt 3022, San Diego, 
1967. 

Entries for “Reader Assistance,” which 
include “Reunions,” “Mail Call,” “Wanted” 
and “Sales, Trades and Giveaways,” are 
free and printed on a space-available 
basis. Leatherneck  reserves the right to 
edit or reject any submission. Allow two 
to three months for publication. Send 
your email to s.bock@mca-marines.org, 
or write to Reader Assistance Editor, 
Leatherneck Magazine, P.O. Box 1775, 
Quantico, VA 22134.

Leatherneck reader Larry Gies, who served with Btry L, 4/11, 1stMarDiv in Vietnam, 

would like to hear from the members of his unit pictured here in 1967 near Hoi An.
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Saved Round By Nancy S. Lichtman

“DEAREST MRS. FULLER”—The archivists and historians 

at the Marine Corps History Division are the keepers of 

some of the Corps’ greatest treasures, including compel-

ling film footage of iconic battles and visually stunning 

photographs of history-making events. Sometimes, how-

ever, a treasure is a simple, everyday item: a letter from 

one mother to another. 

Mrs. Lelia Montague Barnett, wife of Major General 

George Barnett, the 12th Commandant of the Marine Corps, 

visited France in January 1919. Upon her return, she sent a 

letter to Mrs. Katherine H. Fuller, the wife of Brigadier 

General Ben H. Fuller, and mother of Captain Edward C. 

“Ted” Fuller, who was killed in the fighting at Belleau 

Wood. The letter read: “On my trip abroad, I made it my 

business to find your son’s grave, and to put on it some 

flowers in loving memory of the boy who has given his life 

for his country. ... My heart is too full of loving sympathy 

for your grief, for any intrusion on my part, but I do want 

you to know that I covered your boy’s grave with flowers, 

and I put flowers on every other grave there, for his sake.” 

Barnett enclosed the photograph above that she took of 

the gravesite.

Capt Fuller’s remains were brought to the United States 

in 1921 and re-interred at the U.S. Naval Academy. Fuller 

was a graduate of the class of 1916. His father, MajGen Ben 

Fuller, was a member of the class of 1889 and later became 

the 15th Commandant of the Marine Corps. After his death 

in 1937, he was laid to rest next to his son.
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Capt Ted Fuller 
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DONATE TO THE

Learn more at

mca-marines.org/foundation

» Donate

How You
Can Help

» Join a Giving 

Society

» Attend a 

Foundation 

event

» Plan a Legacy 

Gi�

TO SUPPORT 

TODAY’S 
MARINES

https://mca-marines.org/foundation


the 2019 Marine 

Corps Birthday
is almost here!

Request your catalog and order your party supplies online 

at marineshop.net or call 888-237-7683

http://marineshop.net
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