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Letter of the Month
(Leatherneck will pay $25 for a “Sound 

Off Letter of the Month” submitted by an 
MCA&F member or provide a one-year 
courtesy subscription to a non-member 
whose letter is selected.)

We are all familiar with Gold Star 
Families who have lost a loved one 
killed while serving in the Armed Forces, 
Blue Star Families who have loved ones 
currently serving, and Silver Star Families 
who have a loved one who has been injured 
while serving. Now there is another group 
of families—White Star Families. These 
families have experienced the suicide of a 
loved one who has served in the military.

The number of suicides, 20 to 22 per 
day, is not the point. One is too many. We 
know from school shootings: see some-
thing, hear something, say something. No 
different for suicides. Military or civilian— 
keep in touch with our brothers and sisters. 
If they don’t show up for activities, call. 
If they are missing work, call. Don’t wait.

The U.S. Department of Veterans Af-
fairs crisis line is available by calling 
(800) 273-8255 or you can text 838255 to 
connect with a Veterans Affairs responder 
or start a confidential online chat session 
or take a self-check quiz to learn whether 
stress and depression might be affecting 
you. Whether you are an active-duty 
servicemember, guardsman or reservist, 
don’t wait. Let our brothers and sisters 
know we care, and that we love them and 
support them.

Cpl Ted Smith
USMC, 1960-1964

Sarasota, Fla.

Camp Hansen, Interesting Read
I just read the article, “Before There 

Was Camp Hansen,” in the April issue. 
It was very interesting to learn its history 
and its naming. I was in “Bravo” Co, 1st 
Battalion, 3rd Marines at Camp Hansen 
in 1959. We didn’t know that it was once 
an airstrip. We were the only infantry on 
the base. Down the main street, the only 
street, there was a tank unit and across 
from them was an Ontos antitank unit. We 
were in several Quonset huts across from 
the mess hall. Thank you for the history.

Gerry Townsend
USMC, 1958-1962

Dayton, Nev.

I have long been reading about Camp 
Hansen, Okinawa and never knew any-
thing about it or where it was on the island 
of Okinawa. Now I know that I was there. 

In 1955 and early 1956 I was assigned 
to Headquarters Company, 2nd Engineer 
Battalion, 2nd Marine Division at Camp 
Lejeune with the military occupational 
specialty (MOS) of construction surveyor. 
I was subsequently ordered to Engineer 
School at Courthouse Bay and graduated 
with the MOS of combat engineer, dem-
olition and mine warfare specialist. 
This was followed by an assignment as 
instructor at the demolition and assault 
ranges at Camp Lejeune.

In June 1956 I was transferred to Head-
quarters Company, 3rd Engineer Battal-
ion, 3rd Marine Division, Camp McTureous, 
Okinawa, as a construction surveyor. At 
the time we had a training area on “the 
Rock” simply known as North Camp and 
a rifle range at Easley. 

I recall being at the range for rif le 
qualification when a few of us were roam-
ing the area and came across a cave. We 
entered the cave and found a group of 
human remains placed in a circle. Next to 
one of the remains was an automatic pistol. 
I recall it as being a Colt M1911 service 
pistol. We were somewhat perplexed at the 
discovery of the weapon. The skull of one 
of the remains contained a hole, obviously 
from a gunshot. We surmised the remains 
to be those of Japanese soldiers who had 
taken their own lives. I do not recall what 
happened to the pistol but I am sure we 
reported the incident to our command but 
further details escape me.

In regard to the noted Leatherneck
article, I wonder if the cave referenced in 
the article could be the same as I described 
above. Memories have faded for all of 
us and as the author of the article stated, 
our ranks grow thin. Some incidents may 
never be fully substantiated. 

I do not recall hearing of the incident 
regarding the detonation of the noted 
ammunition. As a member of Headquarters 
Co, 3rd Engineer Bn, I don’t remember any 
explosive ordinance disposal personnel 
from 3rdMarDiv headquarters. 

In order to justify my previous statement 
regarding the explosive ordnance disposal 
personnel, I offer another incident of my 
Okinawa experiences. 

One day at Camp McTureous, I was 
cleaning a chain (steel measuring tape) 
at our surveyor shack when I looked up 
and saw several Okinawan men standing 
there. One of them said hello and I 
returned the greeting. He said that he and 
other “boysans” were cutting grass in 
officers’ country. I said that was nice and 
he held up one arm in a throwing stance 
and said, “We find, how you say,” and I 
said, “Hand grenade,” and he replied 
“Hai.” I told my “Top” and said I wanted 
to go take a look. I reminded him of my 
second MOS as a demo man and he gave 
me permission to go with the men. We 
found the grenade under a stone wall 
leading up to a tomb. After examining 
the grenade and finding it to be missing 
a fuse, I recovered the grenade and re-
turned to show it to my Top. When I 
returned from a subsequent deployment 
to the Philippines, my “souvenir” was 
gone, probably now a paperweight on 
some old devil dog’s desk.

From 1956 to 1957, the Okinawa land-
scape was still littered with various types 
of ordnance both live and otherwise and 

LtGen David H. Berger Confirmed as
38th Commandant of the Marine Corps

Lieutenant General David H. Berger, Commanding 
General, Marine Corps Combat Development Command 
and Deputy Commandant for Combat Development and 
Integration, was confirmed by the Senate promotion to 
the grade of general, and service as the 38th Commandant 
of the Marine Corps, June 5.

Berger will replace General Robert B. Neller, who has 
served as Commandant since August 2015.

The change of office ceremony will be held in July at 
Marine Barracks Washington, D.C.

Berger, 59, hails from Woodbine, Md. He graduated from Tulane University 
in 1981 with a bachelor’s degree in engineering. Berger also holds a Master of 
International Public Policy from Johns Hopkins University School of Advanced 
International Studies, and an M.S. in Military Studies.
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unlimited amounts of comm wire. I re-
call finding a Japanese mortar shell and 
dropping it down an abandoned well much 
to the dismay of my sergeant. 

Regarding the typhoons mentioned in 
the Leatherneck article, I remember them 
well. We lived, ate chow, and received 
medical treatment in Quonset huts all 
tied down with the noted steel cables. 
Despite this, the unbelievable winds of 
the typhoons were able to lift the roof from 
the rest of the structure. I recall standing 
“roof watch” through the night in my hut 
in case the roof would begin to lift. While 
on my way to secure a paint locker, the 
wind tore the strap of my helmet in two 
and the helmet was gone.

As the Leatherneck article notes, that 
was a long time ago. Yes, there really was 
something there before there was Camp 
Hansen. Thank you, Major Bevilacqua, 
for making me realize I had been to Camp 
Hansen and did not even know it.

David J. Dickson
Reading, Pa.

A Continuing Duty
The Sound Off letter from MSgt 

Patrick Farmer, USMC (Ret), in the April 
issue, touched a nerve. We owe the next 
generation a duty to teach them of our 
history, our experience, and our Corps. 
Before long our older generation will 
be gone leaving our story to books and 
college professors.

When I was a youngster my neighbor 
told me of his Army time in the Civil War. 
As I get older I tell my great-grandchildren 
of Pearl Harbor, Iwo and Tarawa which 
I remember from school. I spent World 
War II in school; my time in the Corps 
would come later.

The point is, our history books give a 
page to WW II, a paragraph to Korea, and 
we know what they say about Vietnam. 
Marines, tell the next generation of Korea 
and the Chosin Few, of Tet and Saigon 
and those still there. Desert Storm, Iraq 
and Afghanistan veterans, tell the next 
generation before you too disappear from 
the history books.

We owe this duty to our country, our 
Corps and our kids.

Bruce Sessa
Nampa, Idaho

Recon Doc
I was thrilled to read the article, “Recon 

Doc” by Kyle Watts, in the April issue of 
Leatherneck. I was one of the Navy corps-
men who volunteered once I got in country 
in April 1968. The article correctly pointed 
out corpsmen only served with Marine 
reconnaissance by volunteering. I was 
there when the success of the small unit 
operations had led to the expansion of the 

1st Recon Battalion. This involved many 
Marines volunteering upon arrival in 
country. They, like me, had to learn on 
the job.

I was assigned to “Echo” Co and was 
picked up at the battalion aid station 
by Marine Corps legend First Sergeant 
Maurice Jacques. He took me into the 
company office and introduced me to 
the acting company commander First 
Lieutenant Peter Badger. Lt Badger took 
time to show me the Area of Operation 
under patrol by the battalion and gave me 
some words of wisdom, “Keep your mouth 
closed and do what you are told and we 
will keep you alive, Doc.” He went on to 
explain I would be required to carry my 
weight and be part of the team.

I spent six very tough months with team 
Rio Grande, and we certainly had our 
share of tough times. Losing our platoon 
sergeant, Staff Sergeant Bill Rash, was 
the single worst moment for myself as a 
corpsman. You become so close with the 
endless time shared and bonded like 
brothers for life. I look back with great 
pride for my service with the reconnais-
sance Marines. Many of us are still in 
touch even today. I completely agree with 
the statement in the article that recon docs 
continually relate to the Marine Corps 
and not the Navy. Only those I served 
with can truly understand what it was like 
for me.

HM3 Robert Buehl
USNR, 1965-1971

Bluffton, Ind.

Marine F4U Corsairs
I totally enjoyed the article in the 

March issue of Leatherneck, “Marine 
F4U Corsairs, in the Early Days of the 
Korean War,” especially the part on 
VMF(N)-513. After completion of boot 
camp and Infantry Regiment Training 
(ITR) as a “Hollywood Marine,” my first 
duty assignment was with VMF(AW)-513 
at El Toro commanded by Lieutenant 
Colonel Dewey F. Durnford Jr. During 
World War II, LtCol Durnford, then a 
young pilot, flew 49 combat missions 
during the Okinawa invasion and became 
an ace with 6 ½ confirmed kills. During 
the Korean War he flew 115 missions with 
another confirmed kill.

When I arrived at El Toro, the squadron 
was flying the F4D Skyray and was doing 
a lot of intense training in preparing for 
our deployment to Japan. We spent 10 
days on USS Lexington (CVA-16) for 
carrier qualifications. In 1961, the squad-
ron shipped out and started breaking 
records. The bulk of the personnel, myself 
included, boarded USS Noble (APA-218), 
while the squadron pilots started breaking 
records with the F4D. They flew from El 
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Toro to Atsugi, Japan, with a combination 
of in-flight refueling island hopping across 
the Pacific and rest breaks for the pilots 
and maintenance checks on the aircraft.

While at Atsugi, VMF(AW)-513 broke 
two more records. In June 1962, a recall 
was sounded and they flew a total of 
207 hours in a 25 hour period. Then in 
July of the same year the squadron flew 
1,500 hours which included day and night 
missions in all kinds of weather.

By November 1962, we were headed 
back to the States, but with one less 
pilot and aircraft. It was a night mission 
over northern Japan when there was a 
malfunction in the F4D. I believe it was 
called “Pilot Alpha, Aircraft Alpha” 
which meant that both pilot and aircraft 
had paid the ultimate price in doing their 
job. The pilot was First Lieutenant John 
A. Chesney from Ohio.

Once back in the States I was assigned 
to Cherry Point. Seeing the well-known 
“WF” on a squadron of aircraft on the 
flight line I knew it was VMF(AW)-513, 
then flying the F-4 Phantom. I also found 
out that LtCol Durnford was then a colonel 
and working at wing headquarters. I 
visited him, but he didn’t remember me 
personally—although he was pleased that 
someone had remembered him. He was as 
polite as always and we spent a good 30 

minutes talking about the good old days 
at VMF(AW)-513.

Steve Thomas
USMC, 1960-1970

Olathe, Kan.

Marines Are Proud to Return to 
Where it All Began

I just wanted to take a moment to thank 
Sergeant Major Edward F. Neas Sr., for 
his letter in the April Leatherneck for 
standing up and sticking up for those of 
us who want to make one final visit or 
pilgrimage to places that defined who and 
what we are.

Visiting Camp Pendleton, Parris Island 
or “K-Bay” would be akin to a Marine 
visiting a battlefield he fought on or saying 
farewell to friends who didn’t come home 
or closing out a chapter in their life. That 
is how we honor our friends, our country 
and our Corps.

Vince Fasone
USMC, 1986-1999

Lompoc, Calif.

Saved Round Readers 
Access Random Memories

I saw Saved Round in the April Leather-
neck. Yes, we were cutting edge and then 
some. Among bases throughout the Corps, 
including DaNang and Okinawa, we 

also put a large data processing center in 
Kansas City which was propelled by the 
needs of MMS and JUMPS. There were 
rows and rows of tape drives, as in your 
photo, and it seemed like an acre of IBM 
2311 disk drives and IBM 360 Mod 65s.

We had one of the first CRT online data 
retrieval systems to allow rapid access 
to MMS/JUMPS data and a world class 
data network, AutoDin, that supported 
personnel data coming from all places 
in the Corps electronically. The staffing 
was huge and the talent was amazing. 
Two people who stand out in my mind 
as the crusaders of the early days of this 
beginning are General Samuel Jaskilka 
and Major John Jenkins. Looking back 
it feels like this era was the Manhattan 
Project for Marine Corps data processing 
and computer science and what it has 
become. 

Major Jerry Hanks, USMC (Ret)
Sahaurita, Ariz.

While stationed at Quantico, Va., in 
1958, I was transferred from Schools 
Demonstration Troops to “Dog” Co, H&S 
Bn. I was assigned to a unit named Ma-
chine Records Installation. This was the 
forerunner of electronic data processing, 
as it was later named.

It all started in the keypunch section 
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where information was transcribed from 
documents into IBM punched cards. Each 
card held 80 characters of information. 
That was a lot of information at the time. 

The IBM cards were sent to the next 
section which was comprised of electronic 
machines that would sort, reproduce, 
calculate results, collate, interpret print 
on the top of the card and finally to an 
electronic accounting machine that would, 
via a wired control panel, produce printed 
reports, payroll checks, etc.

At this time we were considered the 
height of electronic data processing at 
Marine Corps Schools, Quantico. I was 
always amazed how a grunt was selected 
to be transferred to such a high-tech 
assignment.

After my release from active duty, I 
went to work for IBM in New York City 
and 40 years later retired from the IT 
field. I have observed the transition from 
the punched card system through all the 
systems and hardware in use today and 
what an amazing experience.

In 1962 I oversaw the installation of an 
IBM 1401 computer system. The hardware 
was so large it encompassed an entire 
computer room and had an extended 
memory size of 4K. The thought was we 
could never utilize that much memory 
ever. Fast forward to today and we’re 

seeing hand-held devices and thumb 
drives with capacities we never thought 
would exist.

As has been said by many Marines, I 
am where I am today as a result of my 
training and discipline from the Corps. 
Upon separation there wasn’t much of a 
need for a machine gunner or rifleman 
in civilian life but there were plenty of 
opportunities in the data processing 
field and for that I am ever grateful to 
the Marine Corps.

Cpl John P. Tuohy
USMC, 1955-1959

Grand Blanc, Mich.

8-Hour Battle, 3 Navy Crosses, 
Two MOH

In response to Sergeant Thomas Payne’s 
query in the April 2019 issue, he was 
wondering if this has happened before. 
Yes. In fact, it happened just 17 days 
before the battle you described east of 
Con Thien on Sept. 4, 1967, in the Que 
Son Valley.

In an eight-hour battle, an undermanned 
company in a totally exposed position 
were awarded two Medals of Honor, three 
Navy Crosses and numerous Silver and 
Bronze Stars with “V” for valor. The 
Medal of Honor and two Navy Crosses 

Marc C. Waszkiewicz

Enlist.  Survive boot camp.  Kiss the world goodbye.

[continued on page 64]
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www.EagleRings.com
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KENITRA, MOROCCO
EOD Training Proves Key Factor 
In Demining Efforts

U.S. Marines and Sailors with Special 
Purpose Marine Air-Ground Task Force–
Crisis Response-Africa 19.2 participated 
in a Humanitarian Mine Action (HMA) 
program with members of the Moroccan 
Royal Armed Forces at Unite de Secours 
et Sauvetage Base, Kenitra, Morocco, 
April 1-26. The program is designed to 
assist partner countries in reducing land-
mines and explosives that threaten the 
civilian population. 

In order to further this effort in Morocco, 
Marine explosive ordnance disposal 
(EOD) technicians and a U.S. Navy corps-
man trained with the Moroccan Royal 
Armed Forces for four weeks, instructing 
their Moroccan partners on proper ord-
nance disposal techniques and tactical 
combat casualty care.

“The goal at the beginning of the course 
was to conduct a refresher on basic dem-
ROLWLRQ�SUDFWLFHV�DQG�RUGQDQFH�LGHQWL¿FD�
tion,” said Sergeant James Roberts, an 

EOD technician with SPMAGTF–CR-AF. 
“We were here to instruct HMA level two, 
which teaches the students about fuse 
functioning and how to conduct reconnais-
sance and research on an ordnance item.”

After the refresher training, the Marine 
instructors put their Moroccan Royal 
Armed Forces counterparts through mul-
tiple complex scenarios to test their knowl-
edge of the subject matter and to have the 
students make decisions in real time.

“We started off in the classroom with 
a quick overview of HMA level one,” 
said EOD technician Sgt Efrain Moreno. 
“During the second week we went into 
depth on how fuses function. This type of 
training gave the students a deeper respect 
for how ordnance items work.”

During the scenarios, the students would 
go down range with their gear, conduct 
reconnaissance on the inert explosives and 
take measurements and pictures in order 
to get a good understanding of the type of 
ordnance they were dealing with. After the 
students executed reconnaissance of the 
inert items, they returned to the classroom 

to reference their learning material. The 
students would then rehearse procedures 
to dispose of the item.

“A lot of the scenarios were designed 
to have the students dispose of the item, 
either by [notionally] blowing it in 
place or moving it,” said Staff Sergeant 
Jay Lorenzo, an EOD technician with 
SPMAGTF–CR-AF. “We wanted to 
HQVXUH�WKH\�KDG�D�¿UP�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RQ�
how to dispose of the item properly and 
determine the safest way to do that. If 
they had to move the item, then they had 
to determine how to move it and the safest 
way to go about moving it.”

The trainers also incorporated medical 
training into the HMA course, which 
included tactical combat casualty care 
and combat lifesaving skills. This allowed 
the students to gain experience dealing 
with combat-related injuries they could 
encounter during an EOD scenario.

“We taught the basic combat lifesaving 
skills, how to improvise and how to treat 
VSHFL¿F�FDVXDOWLHV�́ �VDLG�3HWW\�2I¿FHU��VW�
Class Andres Caldas, USN, a corpsman 
with SPMAGTF–CR-AF. “The students 
were very receptive and they wanted to 
know more. They were eager to learn and 
they liked the hands-on experience.”

While the students and instructors 
enjoyed their time together and learned 
from each other, the importance of the 
training was not lost. Both the U.S. and 
Moroccan servicemembers were well 
aware of the dangers associated with the 
job.
³,Q�WKH�HQG��LW¶V�DERXW�VDFUL¿FH�́ �VDLG�
:DUUDQW�2I¿FHU� /HH�%RZGHQ�� ³(YHU\�
piece of ordnance destroyed equals 
another life saved.”

Capt Clayton Groover, USMC

ARABIAN SEA
Squadron Sets New Record 
For Monthly Flight Hours 

April 30 was a historic day for the 
Marines of Marine Medium Tiltrotor 
Squadron (VMM) 264 (Reinforced) as 
WKH\�VHW�D�UHFRUG�IRU�PRVW�KRXUV�ÀRZQ�LQ�D�
month. The squadron’s MV-22B Ospreys 
clocked in at more than 637 hours, and 
WKH�VTXDGURQ�DV�D�ZKROH�ÀHZ�PRUH�WKDQ�
1,266 hours.

Attached to the 22nd Marine Expedi-
WLRQDU\�8QLW�� WKH�VTXDGURQ�ÀHZ�WR�DQG�
from the Wasp-class amphibious assault 
ship USS Kearsarge (LHD-3) and nu-
merous nations including Iraq, Oman, 

Compiled by Sara W. Bock

In Every Clime and Place
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A Marine with SPMAGTF–CR-AF discusses detonating cord emplacement procedures 

with a member of the Moroccan Royal Armed Forces during HMA training in Kenitra, 

Morocco, April 22. The Moroccan servicemembers trained with U.S. Marines on 

identifying and properly disposing of explosive ordnance.
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Bahrain, Qatar, United Arab Emirates 
and Kuwait transporting personnel, mail, 
and cargo as it supported various exercises 
throughout the month of April. 

“I don’t know if any ACE [aviation 
FRPEDW� HOHPHQW@� KDV�ÀRZQ� WKDW�PDQ\�
hours before, but I’ve never heard of it 
if they have. They made me proud,” said 
Lieutenant Colonel Eric Keith, com-
PDQGLQJ�RI¿FHU�RI�900������5HLQ���

Their record surpasses by more than 100 
KRXUV�D�SUHYLRXV�UHFRUG�VHW�E\�900�����
during the month of January in Kuwait.

“This was among the highest operation 
tempos I have ever participated in,” said 
6HUJHDQW�,VDDF�+XWFKLQV��DQ�09����FUHZ�
FKLHI��³:H�ZHUH�À\LQJ�WKURXJK�FKRZ�KDOO�
hours and regularly spending eight hours 
a day in the plane with work to do before 
and after.”
2I�WKH�WRWDO�KRXUV�ÀRZQ��WKH�VTXDGURQ¶V�
&+���(�6XSHU�6WDOOLRQV�ÀHZ�����KRXUV�
with a three-helicopter detachment, and 
WKH�$9��%�+DUULHUV�ÀHZ�PRUH�WKDQ�����
hours with a six-plane detachment. The 

UHPDLQLQJ�KRXUV�ZHUH�ÀRZQ�IURP�WKH�San 

Antonio-class amphibious transport dock 
ship USS Arlington��/3'������GHSOR\HG�
LQ�WKH�0HGLWHUUDQHDQ��
³:KHQ�\RX�VHH�WKDW�RXU�VTXDGURQ�ÀHZ�
��������KRXUV�LQ�WKH�PRQWK�RI�$SULO��ZH�
as maintainers see that it took well over 
9,000 hours of documented maintenance 
WR�VXSSRUW�́ �VDLG�6JW�$OLVRQ�5HLQKDUGW��DQ�
airframes collateral duty inspector with 
WKH�VTXDGURQ�

Safety was emphasized and the main-
tainers worked diligently to support the 
mission and ensure the welfare of the crew.

“Every time we conduct maintenance 
on the aircraft, we think about the people 
À\LQJ�WKH�DLUFUDIW�́ �VDLG�6WDII�6HUJHDQW�
7D\ORU� 6WHYHQV�� DQ�09���%� DYLRQLFV�
WHFKQLFLDQ�ZLWK�900�����
$FFRUGLQJ� WR�0DVWHU� 6HUJHDQW�*X\�
5RZ��WKH�VTXDGURQ¶V�PDLQWHQDQFH�FRQWURO�
FKLHI��IRU�HYHU\�RQH�KRXU�RI�ÀLJKW�WLPH�
there was an average of eight hours of 
PDLQWHQDQFH�SHUIRUPHG�RQ�WKH�09���V�
DQG����KRXUV�RQ�WKH�&+���V��

'HVSLWH�PDLQWHQDQFH�FKDOOHQJHV�DQG�
wait times for replacement parts, the 
VTXDGURQ� VHW� WKH� I OLJKW� KRXUV� UHFRUG�
without any mishaps.

“We were not only able to break the 
record, but we were able to do it safely,” 
VDLG�5HLQKDUGW��³,�VWURQJO\�EHOLHYH� WKH�
0DULQH�&RUSV�GRHV�WKH�PRVW�ZLWK�WKH�OHDVW�
amount, and safety has never been pushed 
to the side.” 
%UHDNLQJ�WKH�UHFRUG�LV�D�IHDW�WKH�VTXDG�
URQ¶V�0DULQHV�DUH�XQGRXEWHGO\�SURXG�RI��
but more important to them is what they 
gained as a unit from the teamwork, ded-
LFDWLRQ�DQG�VDFUL¿FH�WKDW�ZHUH�UHTXLUHG�WR�
accomplish such a task.
³:DWFKLQJ�RXU�0DULQHV�WKDW�DUH�DV�\RXQJ�

as 19 years old grow from being individual 
workers on singular jobs working together 
to accomplish multi-shift maintenance 
WDVNV��DOO�WR�PHHW�D�OHJHQGDU\�VTXDGURQ�
goal, is something that really motivated 
RXU�OHDGHUVKLS�́ �5HLQKDUGW�FRQFOXGHG��³,W¶V�
D�WHVWDPHQW�WR�RXU�VTXDGURQ�́

Cpl Tawanya Norwood, USMC

Landing support specialists with the 22nd MEU brace themselves as an MV-22 Osprey with VMM-264 (Rein) prepares to detach a 

1,500-pound beam as part of helicopter support team training at Camp Beuhring, Kuwait, April 11.
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OKINAWA, JAPAN
Communications Marines 
Keep 31st MEU Connected
)RU�WKH�¿UVW�WLPH�LQ�LWV����\HDU�KLVWRU\��
WKH���VW�0DULQH�([SHGLWLRQDU\�8QLW�FRQ�
GXFWHG�VSOLW�RSHUDWLRQV�DFURVV�D�YDVW�VZDWK�
RI�WKH�,QGR�3DFL¿F�UHJLRQ�GXULQJ�LWV�DQ�
QXDO�VSULQJ�SDWURO��0DULQHV�DQG�6DLORUV�
GLVSHUVHG�DFURVV�WKRXVDQGV�RI�PLOHV�RI�
RFHDQ�FRPSOHWHG�D�VHULHV�RI�FRPSOH[�DP�
SKLELRXV�PDQHXYHUV²FDOOHG�([SHGLWLRQ�

DU\� $GYDQFHG� %DVH� 2SHUDWLRQV²DQG�
SODQQHG�DQG�FRPPDQGHG�IURP�D�FHQWUDO�
KXE�LQ�2NLQDZD��-DSDQ�
+RZ�GRHV�D�������SHUVRQ�XQLW�FRQQHFW�
LWV�ZLGHO\�VHSDUDWHG�FRPSRQHQWV��VLPXO�
WDQHRXVO\� SODQQLQJ�� UHKHDUVLQJ� DQG�
ODXQFKLQJ�PLVVLRQV�WR�ÀH[�LWV�DPSKLELRXV�
FDSDELOLWLHV� LQ�RQH�RI� WKH�ZRUOG¶V�PRVW�
VWUDWHJLF�FRUULGRUV"�$VN�WKH�0DULQHV�LQ�
WKH���VW�0(8¶V�FRPPXQLFDWLRQV�DQG�GDWD�
VHFWLRQ��6�����

³,W� WDNHV�D�YDULHW\�RI�FRPPXQLFDWRUV�
WR�SURYLGH�FRPSOHWH�FRPPDQG�DQG�FRQ�
WURO� WR�WKH�FRPPDQGLQJ�RI¿FHU�DQG�KLV�
VWDII� RIILFHUV�´� VDLG� )LUVW� /LHXWHQDQW�
'DNRWD�'HWHU��&RPPXQLFDWLRQV�3ODWRRQ�
FRPPDQGHU����VW�0(8�
7KH�6����FRPSRVHG�RI�0DULQHV�IURP�D�
YDULHW\�RI�RFFXSDWLRQDO� VSHFLDOWLHV� LQ�
FOXGLQJ�VDWHOOLWH�FRPPXQLFDWLRQV�RSHUD�
WRUV�DQG�PDLQWDLQHUV��F\EHUVSDFH�RSHUDWRUV�
DQG�UDGLRPHQ��OLQNV�HDFK�FRPSRQHQW�RI�
WKH���VW�0(8�WRJHWKHU�ZLWK�H[SHGLWLRQDU\�
FRPPXQLFDWLRQV�FDSELOLWLHV��,Q�OD\PDQ¶V�
WHUPV��WKH\�FRQQHFW�GHFLVLRQ�PDNHUV�WR�
HDFK�RWKHU�DQG�WR� WKH�RXWVLGH�ZRUOG� LQ�
JDUULVRQ�� DW� VHD�� DQG� LQ� WKH�¿HOG�� VDLG�
'HWHU�
³:KHWKHU�LW¶V�VHFXUHG�HPDLO�FRUUHVSRQ�
GHQFH��'HSDUWPHQW�RI�'HIHQVH�ZRUN�RU�
D�*RRJOH�VHDUFK��LW¶V�JRLQJ�WKURXJK�XV�́ �
'HWHU�H[SODLQHG�
7KH���VW�0(8��ZKLFK�SDUWQHUV�ZLWK�WKH�
8�6��1DY\�WZLFH�HDFK�\HDU�IRU�SDWUROV�RI�
WKH�,QGR�3DFL¿F�UHJLRQ��WUDLQV�DQG�RSHUDWHV�
LQ�D�ZLGH�YDULHW\�RI�OLWWRUDO� ODQGVFDSHV�
IURP�WKH�PLG�3DFL¿F�ZHVW�WR�WKH�,QGLDQ�
2FHDQ�DQG�IURP�PDLQODQG�-DSDQ�VRXWK�WR�
$XVWUDOLD��&RYHULQJ�URXJKO\����SHUFHQW�RI�
WKH�HDUWK¶V�VXUIDFH��WKH�,QGR�3DFL¿F�UHJLRQ�
LV�YLWDO�WR�WKH�LQWHUHVWV�RI�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�
DQG�LWV�DOOLHV��DQG�WKH���VW�0(8�LV�IRUZDUG�
GHSOR\HG�WR�DGGUHVV�D�P\ULDG�RI�SRVVLEOH�
FULVHV�DW�D�PRPHQW¶V�QRWLFH�
7KH�6���0DULQHV�HQDEOH�WKH���VW�0(8¶V�
DELOLW\� WR�UHPDLQ�IRUZDUG��ÀH[LEOH�DQG�
UHDG\�� DFFRUGLQJ� WR� 6HUJHDQW� -LPP\�
6LDFNDVRQH�� ZKR� FRPSOHWHG� D� SDWURO�
DERDUG�866�Green Bay��/3'������:KLOH�
PDQ\�0DULQHV�GHSOR\�DV�D�VPDOO� WHDP��
6���0DULQHV�RIWHQ�ZRUN�LQGHSHQGHQWO\��
KHOSLQJ�FRQQHFW� WKH�0(8�DQG�SUHYHQW�
LQFXUVLRQV�IURP�F\EHU�WKUHDWV�
³,W¶V� D� ORW� RI� UHVSRQVLELOLW\� IRU� RQH�
LQGLYLGXDO�́ �VDLG�6LDFNDVRQH��D�GHIHQVH�
F\EHUVSDFH�RSHUDWRU�ZKR�RYHUVDZ�����
XVHUV� RQ� WKH� 0DULQH� &RUSV¶� QHWZRUN�
DERDUG�Green Bay��:KLOH�VDWHOOLWH�FRP�
PXQLFDWLRQ�RSHUDWRU�PDLQWDLQHUV�PDLQWDLQ�
FRQQHFWLRQV� RQ� WKH� JURXQG�� GHIHQVH�
F\EHUVSDFH�RSHUDWRUV�EXLOG�DQG�SURWHFW�
FRQQHFWLRQV�DW� VHD��$V�RQH�RI� WKH� IHZ�
ZLWK�SHUPLVVLRQV�DQG� WHFKQLFDO�NQRZ�
KRZ�WR�UHJXODWH�F\EHU�WUDI¿F��6LDFNDVRQH�
IXQFWLRQHG� DV� WKH� JDWHNHHSHU� RI� WKH�
VKLS¶V�QHWZRUN��FRQVWDQWO\�FKHFNLQJ�IRU�
YXOQHUDELOLWLHV��
³,W¶V�D�KLJKO\��KLJKO\�WHFKQLFDO�026��
EXW�RXU�VXFFHVV�DV�DQ�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�DOVR�
KLQJHV�RQ�WKH�URXWLQH�VHUYLFHV�ZH�QHHG�
WR�GR�RXU�MREV�́ �VDLG�'HWHU��'DWD�V\VWHPV�
DGPLQLVWUDWRUV� DUH� UHVSRQVLEOH� IRU� WKH�
SURJUDPPLQJ� DQG� FRQILJXUDWLRQ� RI�
SUDFWLFDO�DSSOLFDWLRQV�DQG�VHUYHUV��
:LWKRXW�0LFURVRIW�2XWORRN��VHFXUHG�
FKDW�VHUYHUV�DQG�0DULQH�2QOLQH��RSHUD�
WLRQV�ERWK�RQ�DQG�RII�VKLS�FDQ�FRPH�WR�D�

Above: LCpl Allen Yang, a radio operator with Combat Logistics Battalion 31, as-

sembles communications equipment at White Beach Naval Facility, Okinawa, Japan, 

Feb. 1. During the 31st MEU’s annual spring patrol, Marines in the S-6 section were 

responsible for keeping the MEU connected while conducting split operations.

1stLt Dakota Deter, a communications officer with the command element of the 31st 

MEU, stands in front of a satellite terminal on Camp Hansen, Okinawa, Japan, April 

18. Tasked with connecting the MEU’s geographically separated components, the 

Marines of the communications and data section also help prevent cyber attacks on 

the various networks utilized.
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near standstill, and troubleshooting data 
problems can be time consuming. Radio 
operators, who are also an integral part 
of S-6, work around the clock on eight to 
twelve hour shifts on radio watch.  

Weeks before anyone comes on board, 
the Marines of S-6 are hard at work 
FRQ¿JXULQJ� WKH�VKLS¶V�QHWZRUN� IRU� WKH�
upcoming deployment—and the pressure 
GRHVQ¶W�VXEVLGH�ZKLOH�XQGHUZD\��,QFOHPHQW�
weather, technology failures and aging 
infrastructure aboard the ships present 
regular challenges to overcome. 
³,W�RQO\�WDNHV�D�IHZ�GLVFUHSDQFLHV�WR�
VLJQL¿FDQWO\�GHJUDGH�FRPPXQLFDWLRQV�́ �
said Deter, who added that in order to 
keep the MEU capable and connected at 
every level, the Marines of the S-6 have 
to be performing at their best. 

Flawless and timely execution is only 
possible through the coordination of 
the whole spectrum of communications 
designations. Satellite communication 
operator-maintainers, data system ad-
ministrators and radio operators rely on 
one another to do their part. The com-
munication section is committed to 
keeping the 31st MEU intact and con-
necting Marines across the globe.

LCpl Harrison Rakhshani, USMC

YUMA, ARIZ.
MAWTS-1 Marines Test
Ground Refueling System

Marines assigned to Marine Aviation 
Weapons and Tactics Squadron (MAWTS) 
1 tested the capabilities of the tactical avia-
tion ground refueling system (TAGRS) 
while conducting forward arming and 
refueling point (FARP) operations in sup-
SRUW�RI�:HDSRQV�DQG�7DFWLFV�,QVWUXFWRU�
�:7,�� FRXUVH� ����� IURP�0DUFK� ��� WR�
$SULO����
:7,�LV�D�VHYHQ�ZHHN�FRXUVH�DLPHG�DW�

supporting Marine aviation squadrons 
through the development, testing and 
employment of innovative ideas and tech-
nology to support the Marine Air-Ground 
Task Force. The Marine Corps began 
testing the TAGRS method of refueling 
LQ� ����� WR� VHH�ZKDW� LPSURYHPHQWV� LWV�
capabilities provide support squadrons 
during FARP operations.

“One of the things that we provide from 
the aviation ground support community 
across the Marine Corps is the forward 
DUPLQJ�DQG�UHIXHOLQJ�SRLQW�RSHUDWLRQV�́ �
said Major Steven Bancroft, the aviation 
ground support department head for 
MAWTS-1. “The faster that FARPs 
can be established and repositioned in 

support of the Marine Air-Ground Task 
)RUFH�FRPPDQGHU¶V�SULRULWLHV��WKH�IDVWHU�
LW¶V�JRLQJ� WR�HQDEOH� WKH�FRPPDQGHU� WR�
DFFRPSOLVK�WKHLU�PLVVLRQ�́

A FARP is set up by a support squadron 
and can have one or several distributive 
fuel points across a landing zone that 
enable aircraft to land and obtain both 
fuel and ordnance during a mission. The 
current method of refueling used by the 
Marine Corps involves a team of six 
Marines who assemble the helicopter 
expedient refueling system, commonly 
referred to as HERS.

“With a traditional FARP you have to 
worry about the embarkation and trans-
SRUWDWLRQ�RI�\RXU�JHDU�WR�WKH�ODQGLQJ�]RQH�́ �
said Sergeant Angel Manzanoramirez, a 
bulk fuel specialist with Marine Wing 
6XSSRUW�6TXDGURQ��0:66�������³7KH�
TAGRS allows us to use the M-RZR 
Polaris ATV and trailer pump assembly 
to aerial insert the system right on-site, 
and once we get inserted it takes less than 
VHYHQ�PLQXWHV�WR�JHW�VHW�XS�́

The TAGRS can be transported by the 
&+���(�6XSHU�6WDOOLRQ��09����2VSUH\�
DQG�.&����-�+HUFXOHV�DQG�KDV�WKH�DELOLW\�
to be driven up the ramp of each aircraft. 
Once it arrives at the FARP, the TAGRS 

An AV-8B Harrier II awaits refueling in support of a FARP exercise during WTI 2-19 at MCAS Yuma, Ariz., March 29. During the seven-

week training event hosted by MAWTS-1, Marines with MWSS-371 tested the capabilities of the TAGRS method of refueling. (Photo 

by Sgt Sean Berry, USMC)



comes back down the ramp and maneuvers 
to the established distributive fuel point 
where teams will begin the pump to fuel 
pod assembly stage and begin arming and 
refueling.

“The platform itself is on an M-RZR 
Polaris ATV that carries a team of four 
Marines and has a trailer with the pre-
assembled pump on the back,” said 
Bancroft. “Putting it on wheels makes 
it easily deployable and enables it to be 
repositioned quickly if tasking requires.”

The M-RZR Polaris ATV allows the 
TAGRS team to operate expeditiously 
over rugged terrain, and the trailer’s 
ability to carry preassembled equipment 
makes for a smarter use of manpower 
and a shorter setup and overall refueling 
completion time. 

“I believe we should start using this 
system because the Marine Corps is all 
about being expedient, and that is exactly 
what this system brings to the table,” said 
Manzanoramirez.

Pilots and crewmembers rely on support 
squadrons to ensure their aircraft are per-
forming at their highest capacity. WTI 2-19 
provided the support squadron Marines 
with the ability to test and validate various 
insertion and support methods. 

“WTI provides a great opportunity to 
test the system against various type model 
series aircraft,” said Bancroft. “With this 
testing we are hopeful that in the future 
this method will be adopted into the 
Marine Corps.”

Sgt Brianna Gaudi, USMC

BERREIRO, PORTUGAL
Combined Training Highlights 
Strength, Flexibility of Allies

Marines with “Bravo” Co, Battalion 
Landing Team 1st Battalion, 2nd Marine 
Regiment, 22nd Marine Expeditionary 
Unit participated in a combined Instruction 
Exercise 2019 with Portuguese Fuzileiros, 
March 25-April 10.  

“It’s always a great opportunity to work 
with our NATO partners,” said First Lieu-
tenant David Calves, Bravo Co executive 
officer. “The Marines and Fuzileiros 
quickly built strong camaraderie and 
working relationships, and we were able 
to complete a myriad of tasks together.”

The training began with a leadership 
challenge exercise, which integrated 
both units into small teams that worked 
together to solve puzzles.

“This was a great starting point for 
the training,” said Staff Sergeant Jason 

Sasse, a platoon sergeant with Bravo Co. 
“We were all able to observe each other’s 
problem-solving capabilities and build 
that effective communication that is so 
important in combined operations.”

Within just a few weeks, the combined 
team faced more challenging tasks, and the 
Marines and Portuguese servicemembers 
were able to build upon their relationship 
through events that ranged from endur-
ance courses and amphibious assault 
demonstrations to demolition ranges and 
OLYH�¿UH�FRPELQHG�DVVDXOW�H[HUFLVHV�

“We learned a lot from each other,” said 
1stLt Brandon Kiel, a platoon commander 
with the company. “The relationships 
that were built over the last few weeks 
KLJKOLJKW�WKH�VWUHQJWK�DQG�ÀH[LELOLW\�RI�
NATO.”
7KH�¿QDO�HYHQW�RI�,QVWUXFWLRQ�([HUFLVH�

2019 combined the platoons and tasked 
them with a noncombatant evacuation 
operation. After successful completion, 
the Fuzileiro and Marine team enjoyed 
D�¿QDO�PHDO�WRJHWKHU��H[FKDQJHG�SDUWLQJ�
gifts and cemented their strong partnership 
and successful integration.

SSgt Andrew Ochoa, USMC

Marines with the 22nd MEU take cover while an interior strip charge explodes at a squad assault range during INSTREX at the 

Alcochete Firing Range in Portugal, April 5. Elements from the MEU participated in the exercise with Portuguese Fuzileiros to 

demonstrate interoperability and strengthen the partnership between the two allies.
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Corps Connections Compiled by Sara W. Bock

MajGen Bolden Recognized for Lifetime Achievement

During a black-tie event in Washington, D.C., March 26, retired 

Marine Major General Charles F. “Charlie” Bolden Jr. was awarded 

the Smithsonian’s National Air and Space Museum 2019 Trophy 

for Lifetime Achievement. The trophy, a miniature version of 

“The Web of Space,” a sculpture by artist John Safer, recognizes 

outstanding achievements in the fields of aerospace science and 

technology and was presented by Ellen Stofan, right, the John 

and Adrienne Mars Director of the Museum.

Featured in an exclusive interview in Leatherneck’s May 2018 

issue, MajGen Bolden served as a Marine aviator in Vietnam; a 

Naval test pilot; a NASA astronaut who flew four space shuttle 

missions; and Commanding General, 3rd Marine Aircraft Wing. 

He was appointed by President Barack Obama as the 12th 

administrator of NASA.

Submitted by Smithsonian’s National Air and Space Museum
S

M
IT

H
S

O
N

IA
N

’S
 N

A
T

IO
N

A
L

 A
IR

 A
N

D
 S

P
A

C
E

 M
U

S
E

U
M

Washington, D.C.

WMA Makes Contribution to Prowler Monument Foundation 

Through their generous support of the VMAQ (Marine Tactical 

Electronic Warfare) Squadron Monument Foundation, members of 

the Women Marines Association are doing their part to help ensure 

that the women who served in the Marine Corps’ EA-6B Prowler com-

munity are honored as part of a new monument that will be built and 

donated to the National Naval Aviation Museum in Pensacola, Fla.

The monument will feature a Prowler pilot, aircraft mechanic and, 

notably, a female electronic counter measures officer (ECMO), which 

will be the first sculpture of a female Marine aviator in the nation. 

Women Marines Association National President Rhonda Amtower, 

right, presented a check for $2,500 to VMAQ Monument Foundation 

representative Lieutenant Colonel Melissa Pratt Kelley, USMC (Ret), 

left, in Jacksonville, N.C., April 13. The Marine Corps retired its last EA-

6B Prowler squadron in March, and the VMAQ Monument Foundation 

was formed as a volunteer organization of veterans and supporters 

who are dedicated to preserving and honoring the history, legacy and 

memory of those who served in the Marine VMAQ squadrons for more 

than 40 years. 

Submitted by Mary Ann Merritt

Jacksonville, N.C.
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Weapons Co, 2/3 Marines Reconnect 

Thanks to Social Media Platform

Marines and Navy corpsmen who served together in 

the 81 mm Mortar Platoon, Weapons Company, 2nd Bat-

talion, 3rd Marine Regiment from 1991 to 1994 at Marine 

Corps Air Station Kaneohe Bay, Hawaii, reconnected via 

Facebook and began holding biennial reunions in 2016. 

Pictured here in November 2018 at their most recent re-

union in Nashville, Tenn., the group took to the gun range 

as part of the gathering during which they also celebrated 

the Marine Corps Birthday with a cake cutting and toast 

to Chesty Puller and all Marines and corpsmen deployed 

around the world. Their Facebook group has grown to 

include more than 60 Marines and two corpsmen, and 

they look forward to their next reunion in San Diego, 

Calif., in 2020.

Submitted by Mark Oswell
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“Corps Connections” highlights the places and events through which active-duty and veteran Marines connect with 
one another, honor the traditions of the Corps and recognize the achievements of their fellow leathernecks.
We welcome submissions of photos from events like the ones featured here. Send them to: Sara W. Bock, Leatherneck 

Magazine, P.O. Box 1775, Quantico, VA 22134, or email them to s.bock@mca-marines.org. Submission does not guarantee 
publication, and we cannot guarantee the return of photos.

Two Leatherneck Articles, Authors Recognized with 

Prestigious Awards

The authors of two articles featured in Leatherneck during 2018 

were recognized for their exemplary work during the 2019 Marine 

Corps Heritage Foundation awards ceremony at the National 

Museum of the Marine Corps in Triangle, Va., April 27. Pictured 

with General Joseph F. Dunford Jr., Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of 

Staff, and Sergeant Major Ronald L. Green, 18th Sergeant Major of 

the Marine Corps, are Marine veteran Kyle Watts, who took home 

the Colonel Robert D. Heinl Jr. Award for his articles “The Flying 

Ladder” and “The Flying Ladder a Reunion,” and Corporal Kyle 

Daly, who was presented with the Master Sergeant Tom Bartlett 

Award for his article “The Legacy of Holland M. Smith.” Gen 

Dunford also was among the individuals recognized that evening 

and was presented with the prestigious Lieutenant General John 

A. Lejeune Recognition for Exemplary Leadership.

Leatherneck
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MCA&F, Royal Marines Association Exchange Ideas 

The United States Marines and British Royal Marines have long shared a 

strong bond, and their respective professional associations and nonprofit 

organizations are striving to do the same. The leaders of the Marine Corps 

Association & Foundation and its counterpart in the United Kingdom, the 

newly merged Royal Marines Association—The Royal Marines Charity, 

met at the MCA&F headquarters building on Marine Corps Base Quantico, 

Va., April 23, to exchange ideas about professional development and learn 

from each other about how to best support Marines in their respective 

nations. Following the meeting, Jonathan Ball, left, chief executive of 

the Royal Marines Association—The Royal Marines Charity, presented 

a plaque to Lieutenant General W. Mark Faulkner, USMC (Ret), right, 

President and CEO of MCA&F.

MCA&F
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Devastating Earthquake Prompts U.S. Military 

To Provide Relief in Agadir, Morocco, in 1960

By GySgt Brian Knowles, USMCR

Editor’s note: The following article 

is the second-place winner of the 2019 

Leatherneck Writing Contest. Major 

Richard A. “Rick” Stewart, USMC (Ret) 

sponsored the contest, which is open to 

enlisted Marines, through the Marine 

Corps Association & Foundation. 

Upcoming issues of Leatherneck will 

feature the third-place winner and 

honorable mention entrants.

O
n Feb. 29, 1960, the weather was 
warm and clear, as is typical of a 
winter evening in the coastal city 

of Agadir, Morocco. On this Leap Day, 
Moroccans were celebrating Iftar feasting 
in observance of the third night of 
Ramadan. Over the previous week, minor 
earthquakes had occurred but hardly dis-
turbed the usual rhythms of life in Agadir. 
These small quakes were barely felt. Most 

small tremors went unnoticed in a region 
known for centuries to be earthquake-
free; however, a slightly stronger quake 
occurred just before noon, sending a jolt 
through the city and providing the only 
warning of impending danger.

Later that night at 11:41 p.m., a severe 
earthquake with a magnitude 5.7 and last-
ing roughly 15 seconds, devastated the 
city. Brutal ground motions lasted several 
moments and caused old masonry build-
ings to collapse. Even modern buildings 
developed structural failures, some with 
wall sections breaking loose and crashing 
to streets below. The newest hotels and 
apartments with reinforced concrete failed 

Disaster Relief Mission

SECOND-PLACE WINNER: Leatherneck Magazine Writing Contest

U.S. servicemembers from the Army and Air Force search through the rubble for buried victims of an earthquake disaster at Agadir, 

Morocco, March 1960. (Courtesy of National Archives)
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and collapsed, burying hundreds of 
visiting tourists under twisted beams, 
shattered columns, and smashed concrete. 
Throughout the city, buildings crumbled 
into heaps of wreckage. Thousands of 
people were killed as plaster walls 
fragmented and concrete slab ceilings 
SDQFDNHG�RQWR�ÀRRUV�EHORZ��7KRXVDQGV�
more were buried beneath collapsed 
structures and debris. It is estimated that 
between 10,000 and 12,000 were killed 
over the next few days. Another 10,000 
were injured. The great loss of life and 
unbelievable damages to property and 
infrastructure overwhelmed basic emer-
gency services. The earthquake put the 
population of 32,000 local Moroccans in 
a debilitating and hazardous situation.

Recognizing the dire need of the Moroc-
cans, U.S. Marine Corps Colonel Samuel 
'��0DQGHYLOOH�-U���WKH�FRPPDQGLQJ�RI¿�
cer of the Marine Barracks at Kenitra, 
Morocco, prepared 23 of his Guard De-
tachment Marines and 29 Marines of 
Air Transport Squadron VMR-252 for 
a rescue and relief mission. They stood 
E\�IRU�RI¿FLDO�RUGHUV� WR�FRPPHQFH�WKH�
relief mission. Charles W. Yost, U.S. Am-
bassador to Morocco, received the formal 
request for assistance from the Moroccan 
government and forwarded the message 
through the State Department and to the 
Department of Defense. At 4:55 p.m. on 
March 1, 17 hours after the earthquake, 
U.S. military commanders for the region 
issued orders to provide relief efforts to 
the impacted area. With the relief mission 
authorized, Marines in Kenitra mustered 
in 25 minutes and departed in convoy. 
The quick response was instrumental 
in rescuing dozens of trapped survivors 
and easing the suffering of hundreds, 
perhaps thousands, of injured persons 
across Agadir.

Lieutenant Colonel Walter L. Williams 
led the Marine detachment. Within hours 
of departure, the 52 Marines were joined 
by 20 U.S. Navy personnel assigned to 
Port Lyautey Naval Base, 54 Air Force 
personnel from a Strategic Air Command 
�6$&��DLU¿HOG�QHDU�5DEDW�DQG�DQ�$PHUL�
can translator from U.S. Embassy Rabat. 
8VLQJ�SLFND[HV��ÀDVKOLJKWV��VKRYHOV�DQG�
crowbars, rescue teams searched and 
recovered more than 300 survivors from 
collapsed buildings within hours of ar-
ULYDO��$W�WKH�DLU¿HOG�LQ�$JDGLU����������
survivors were being treated by a Navy 
doctor and other medical staff.

Early the next morning, March 2, the 
$JDGLU�DLU¿HOG�KDG�EHHQ�HVWDEOLVKHG�DV�D�
base of operations for the impromptu relief 
IRUFH��)URP�WKH�DLU¿HOG��UHVFXHUV�ZHUH�
tasked out to the Moroccan Coordinating 
Agency, which began to lead operations. 
U.S. forces were directed to focus on res-

idential areas. Moving into their assigned 
search areas, they recovered 25 Moroccan 
survivors and an unknown number of 
fatalities buried under rubble. Additional 
supplies of water, canteens, blankets and 
clothing arrived for distribution.

It wasn’t until 7 p.m. on March 2 that 
U.S. servicemen were told to stop for the 
night; however, only when no more voices 
could be heard in the ruins and the last 
of the daylight faded, did the Marines 
¿QDOO\� UHVW��0RVW� KDG�EHHQ� DZDNH� IRU�
two days and in action for more than 24 
hours. A second group of U.S. Marines 

from Port Lyautey arrived to join the relief 
efforts led by First Lieutenant Orville R. 
Kartchner. Other U.S. personnel from Ben 
Guerir Air Base, Nouasseur Air Base and 
Port Lyautey Naval Air Station arrived as 
additional volunteers. Throughout the day, 
more than 100 U.S. servicemen joined 
the rescue effort, while exhausted men 
were returned to their respective bases. 
Total U.S. military personnel on site 
averaged about 140 per day throughout 
the mission. Due to the rapid deployment 
of Marines, Sailors, airmen and soldiers, 
an accurate count of exactly who and how 

Above: In the aftermath of the temblor, Marines and Sailors work side-by-side to 

recover a casualty from a collapsed building.

Sailors use a bulldozer to clear rubble during relief efforts.
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many contributed to the relief efforts is 
unknown.

On March 2, President Dwight 
Eisenhower wrote a message of sympathy 
to King Mohamed V, King of Morocco:

“Your Majesty:
I have been deeply saddened by 

the news of the terrible earthquake 
which has caused so much loss of 
life and suffering at Agadir. Please 
accept the sincere condolences of 
the American people and myself in 
this great tragedy.

Dwight D. Eisenhower”
The response message from King 

Mohamed V, dated March 12, 1960, to 
President Eisenhower: 

“His Excellency 
Dwight D. Eisenhower,
President of the United States

We were particularly touched 
by the message of sympathy Your 
Excellency transmitted to us in 
your own name and that of the 
American people in connection 
with the disaster in Agadir.

We wish to express to Your 
Excellency and to your country, 
our friend, sincere appreciation for 
your deep concern over this tragic 
occurrence.

Mohamed V”

On March 3, the mission continued in 
the early hours with all hands conducting 
search and recovery operations. Only 
fatalities were discovered. The count of 
deceased recovered for the day is unknown 
but estimated at several dozen. U.S. Army 
Europe coordinated the deployment of 
heavy equipment and personnel from the 
39th Engineer Group arriving from 

Ramstein, Germany. Company A, 79th 
Engineer Battalion arrived by airlift with 
IXOO�¿HOG�DQG�FRQVWUXFWLRQ�HTXLSPHQW��7KH�
HQJLQHHUV�ZHUH�ÀRZQ�WR�$JDGLU�E\�$LU�
Force C-119s, C-124s and C-130s of the 
U.S. Air Forces Europe’s [USAFE] 322nd 
Air Division. The engineers and heavy 
equipment greatly aided excavation and 
recovery operations. They also conducted 

U.S. military cargo aircraft transported personnel, vehicles, and relief supplies 

from as far away as Germany, Italy, and England to support relief efforts in Agadir, 

Morocco. (Photo courtesy of National Archives)

USS Newport News from the U.S. 6th Fleet 

arrived on March 3, 1960, and provided 

emergency supplies, helicopter transport, 

communications facilities and personnel 

for the relief effort. (USN photo)
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decontamination to restore sanitation and 
reduce sickness among the relief forces. 
7KH�HQJLQHHUV�LQVWDOOHG�D�ZDWHU�SXUL¿FD�
tion system at the city’s pumping station, 
donating the equipment to the Moroccans 
when the relief mission ended.

Flights from Europe were coordinated 
by the USAFE Headquarters Command 
3RVW�DW�:LHVEDGHQ��*HUPDQ\��*UHDWHU�FRP�
mand and control became essential in 
managing the various military flights 
WKURXJK�WKH�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�DLU�WUDI¿F��0DQ�
aging air transport of personnel, equipment 
and supplies from Africa, Europe and the 
U.S. was a complex problem that was 
dutifully managed to provide a smooth 
ÀRZ�RI�ORJLVWLFV�DQG�SHUVRQQHO�

USS Newport News��&$�������IURP�WKH�
U.S. 6th Fleet, arrived on March 3 and 
provided emergency supplies, helicopter 
transport, communications facilities and 
personnel for the relief effort. Newport 

News had been sailing 75 miles northeast 
RI�6LFLO\�RQ�0DUFK���ZKHQ�RUGHUHG�WR�UHQ�
GHU�DVVLVWDQFH�LQ�$JDGLU��6WHDPLQJ�������
PLOHV�LQ������KRXUV��WKH�VKLS�DYHUDJHG����
knots to arrive just two days later. Proving 
their outstanding seamanship, the Sailors 
added invaluable support to the relief 
PLVVLRQ��%\���S�P��RQ�0DUFK����DV�GDUN�
ness settled over Agadir, the fatigued 
rescuers ceased operations and returned 
WR�WKH�DLU¿HOG�DQG�VKLS�IRU�WKH�QLJKW�
2Q�0DUFK����H[FDYDWLRQ�DQG�ERG\�UH�
FRYHU\�ZHUH�KDOWHG�E\�RUGHU�RI�WKH�0RURF�
can medical authorities. The hazards of 
recovering corpses—several thousand 
UHPDLQHG�EXULHG�ZLWKLQ�GDPDJHG�VWUXF�
WXUHV²KDG�EHFRPH�WRR�JUHDW�IRU�WKH�UH�
covery crews. Biohazards and the spread 
of disease from the decomposition became 
a serious issue and medical authorities 
determined it best to leave the remaining 
bodies buried to contain any spread.
%\������S�P��RQ�WKH��WK��DOO�0DULQH�DQG�

Navy personnel departed Agadir by air 
to Port Lyautey or returned aboard ship. 
Six Navy Seabees with a bulldozer and 
86$)(�ÀLJKW�OLQH�SHUVRQQHO�UHPDLQHG�WR�
support of the Army’s 79th Engineer 
Company, which assumed command of 
RSHUDWLRQV�IURP�WKH�0DULQHV��$VWRQLVK�
ingly, survivors were still being located 
LQ�WKH�UXEEOH�XS�WR����GD\V�DIWHU�WKH�TXDNH��
The soldiers from the 79th Engineering 
Battalion were the last of the U.S. military 
personnel to cease relief operations and 
GHSDUWHG�IRU�*HUPDQ\�RQ�0DUFK����
'XULQJ�WKH�UHOLHI�PLVVLRQ��905����¶V�
&����V�WRWDOHG����ÀLJKWV�IURP�0DUFK������
������ZLWK�����ÀLJKW�FUHZ�KRXUV�DQG�����
JURXQG�FUHZ�KRXUV��2QH�ÀLJKW�RI�FDUJR�
ZDV�ÀRZQ�IURP�DV�IDU�DZD\�DV�$YLDQR��
Italy. In total, they transported more than 
��������SRXQGV�RI�HTXLSPHQW��VXSSOLHV�
and personnel. U.S. Air Forces Europe 

SURYLGHG�KHDY\�OLIW� WUDQVSRUW��DLUOLIWLQJ�
U.S. Army troops and equipment. With 
���&����V��HLJKW�&����V�DQG�¿YH�&�����
aircraft, more than 575 tons of cargo, 
YHKLFOHV�DQG�����SDVVHQJHUV�ZHUH�DLUOLIWHG�
ZKHQ�ÀLJKW�RSHUDWLRQV�HQGHG�RQ�0DUFK�
����7KH�VXSSOLHV�GLVWULEXWHG�LQFOXGHG�IRRG��
water, tents, blankets, ponchos, clothing, 
DQG� PHGLFDO� VXSSOLHV�� 7KH� ���WK� $LU�
Division Defense Control Center, located 
DW�5DEDW±6DOp�$LU�%DVH��0RURFFR��FR�
RUGLQDWHG�PXFK�RI�WKH�ORFDO�DLUOLIW�WUDI¿F��
Throughout the mission, coordination of 

the U.S. military was invaluable to success.
The international community responded 

to the event with swift aid and assistance. 
6SDQLVK�¿VKLQJ�YHVVHOV�LQ�$JDGLU�+DUERU�
¿UVW�UDGLRHG�QHZV�RI�WKH�GLVDVWHU�WR�WKH�
RXWVLGH�ZRUOG��6HYHUDO�(XURSHDQ��$PHUL�
can and African countries mobilized relief 
efforts immediately. Supplies were shipped 
from the United States, Spain, Germany 
and other countries. Moroccans quickly 
organized their efforts and coordinated 
the international relief. King Mohammed 
V himself surveyed the disaster and placed 

THE U.S. AND MOROCCO
The Kingdom of Morocco and the United States share a 

long history of mutually beneficial accord. Morocco formally 

recognized the United States by signing a Treaty of Peace 

and Friendship on June 23, 1786. The treaty was valid for 50 

years and was renewed in 1837, with subsequent agreements 

of friendship and cooperation. Today U.S. Africa Command 

(USAFRICOM), located in Stuttgart, Germany, has responsibility 

for U.S. military interests and operations throughout Africa. 

The joint U.S. command conducts annual military exercises and 

counterterrorism partnership efforts with Moroccan military 

forces, working closely to safeguard both countries’ national 

security interests. A friendship built on centuries of goodwill 

and solidarity will continue to endure and prosper.

GySgt Brian Knowles, USMC

U.S. Army, Navy and Air Force medical personnel provided first aid and evacuation to 

earthquake victims at an airfield in Agadir, Morocco, March 1960.
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his son, Prince Moulay Hassan, in charge 
of all relief operations.

Several factors led to the severity and 
destructiveness of the 1960 Agadir earth-
quake. The shallowness of the earthquake 
focused ground motion directly toward 
Agadir. Few buildings within Agadir were 
constructed to seismic codes as the region 
was not known for seismic activity. No 
warnings were issued to prepare people 
for an earthquake. Agadir was far removed 
from international emergency aid and local 
emergency services were ill-prepared for 
the magnitude and destructiveness of the 
earthquake. The last known earthquake 
near Agadir occurred in 1731, which de-
stroyed the town of Santa Cruz de Aguer. 
These factors all contributed to the dev-
astation following the earthquake.

Within seconds of the ground motion, 
several square miles of Agadir were com-
pletely destroyed. One-third of the pop-
ulation was killed. Another third of the 
population was injured or incapacitated. 
Some sections of the city had 95 percent 
death rates. All structures suffered damage 
or were entirely shattered. The number of 
casualties will never be known as many 
bodies were never found or recovered.

In Morocco’s desperate time of need, 
the U.S. offered as much assistance as it 
could and helped save countless lives. 
From March 1-12, 1960, Marines and 
Sailors from Port Lyautey, the crew of 
Newport News��DLUPHQ�IURP�DLU¿HOGV�QHDU�
Rabat, dozens of soldiers from units in 
Europe and American translators and staff 
from U.S. Embassy Rabat rescued injured, 
trapped and displaced civilians in one of 

the most devastating earthquakes. Al-
though not a joint mission by design, the 
U.S. military and Department of State 
integrated their efforts in the best applica-
tion of their respective capabilities. The 
1960 Agadir earthquake was an im-
promptu joint humanitarian mission that 
could compare well to contemporary relief 
operations. All U.S. personnel sent to 
Agadir performed an exemplary dem-
onstration of their compassion, determina-
tion and professionalism. The men and 

women who joined the relief mission can 
be proud of their efforts in easing suffering 
from the catastrophe.

Author’s bio: GySgt Brian Knowles 

served with Communications Platoon, 

HQ Co, 3rd Bn, 24th Marines from 2001-

2010. He then served in the Marine Corps 

History Division’s Field Historian Branch. 

He is currently serving as a historian for 

public affairs, U.S. Africa Command.

Relief efforts included the air transport 

evacuation of earthquake survivors. Here, 

Moroccans wait for instructions to board 

U.S. Navy and Air Force cargo transports.

U.S. Marine guards speak with a local citizen in Morocco in 1960. This 1960 image shows Marines posing near a sign that reads, 

“Marine Barracks, 2nd Guard Company, Sidi Yahia, Morocco.”
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Your beloved Marine serves our country and defends freedom wherever challenged, with the always faithful commitment to the higher principles of duty, honor and courage. 
They are the few and the proud of our United States Marine Corps. Now, you can show your unwavering pride and support for your noble Marine, with the “I Love My Marine” 

Infinity Pendant, a new jewelry exclusive as stylish as it is meaningful.

Exquisitely designed, this exclusive pendant is finely hand-crafted and lavishly plated in sterling silver with rich 18K gold-plated accents. It features a unique heart-shaped 
bail that gracefully twists into a symbolic infinity design for a stunning representation of your forever love for your Marine. The twisting strand of precious sterling silver 
marvelously showcases an extraordinary total of 9 genuine Swarovski crystals, along with the Marine Corps emblem of eagle, globe and anchor at the base of the design. Plus, 
the reverse side of the pendant is elegantly engraved with the sentiment, “I Love My Marine.” A coordinating 18" chain completes the elegant look. 

AN INCREDIBLE VALUE... ORDER TODAY!

This meaningful pendant is a remarkable value at just $79*, and you can pay for it in 4 easy installments of $19.75. A lovely presentation, it arrives in a velvet jewelry pouch 

and gift box with a Certificate of Authenticity. To reserve yours, backed by our 120-day guarantee, send no money now; just mail in the Priority Reservation today! 
*For information on sales tax you may owe to your state, go to bradfordexchange.com/use-tax. 

Order Today at bradfordexchange.com/29108™Of�cially Licensed Product of the United States Marine Corps.  ©2019 The Bradford Exchange  01-29108-001-BIB

YES.  Please reserve the “I Love My Marine” 

In�nity Pendant for me as described in this 
announcement.       LIMITED TIME OFFER.

Signature

Mrs. Mr. Ms.
                                                         Name (Please Print Clearly)

Address

City                                                                               State          Zip

E-Mail (optional)

01-29108-001-E50201

9345 Mi lwaukee Avenue ·  Ni les,  IL  60714-1393

PRIORITY RESERVATION                             SEND NO MONEY NOW

*Plus a total of $9.98 for shipping and service, plus sales tax 
(see bradfordexchange.com). Please allow 4-6 weeks after initial 
payment for shipment. All sales subject to product availability and order acceptance.

I Love My

arineM
I N F I N I T Y  P E N D A N T

9 Genuine Swarovski Crystals

Beautifully Engraved

Lavishly Plated in  

Sterling Silver with  

Rich 18K Gold-plated Accents

Back View

Actual Size

A Sparkling Celebration of

Love  
and Pride  
for Your  
Marine

Stand By Your Marine Forever

https://www.bradfordexchange.com/specials/custom-landing-page.html?epm=use-tax
https://www.bradfordexchange.com/std-checkout/129108001.html?&cm_ven=URL&cm_cat=bradfordexchange.com/29108&cm_pla=DirectLoad&cm_ite=DirectLoad&utm_source=URL&utm_medium=DirectLoad&utm_term=bradfordexchange.com/29108
https://www.bradfordexchange.com/


Leatherneck Laffs

“To activate the drone, you have to click on 

‘I’m not a robot’ first.”

“Think they’ll make a movie of this?”

“Incoming!”

“Please, sir. A-TEN-HUT!”
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“Yes, I am aware of the 

chain of command, 

‘Gunny.’ “

“... And FYI, it is customary for Marines 

to yell, ‘Semper Fi,’ not ‘simplify!’ ”
“They’re Marine dependents.”
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By Maj Ralph Stoney Bates Sr., USMC (Ret)

I
n the November 2014 issue of Marine Corps 

Gazette, Major Giuseppe A. Stavale wrote an 
article entitled “Living With Ghosts,” about the 

attitudes of the people of Japan—especially the 
people of the island prefecture of Okinawa, Japan—
toward the U.S. military presence within their 
community. Stavale also described the need for our 
military and civilian personnel to better understand 
the attitudes and concerns of the local populations. 
The most powerful statement was contained in the 
¿UVW�SDUDJUDSK��³7KLV�LV�QRW�D�6HUYLFH�VSHFL¿F�JDS�
in historical based perspectives of the Japanese 
KXPDQ�WHUUDLQ��LW�LV�DQ�$PHULFDQ�GH¿FLHQF\�WKDW�
deserves better attention.”

I commend him for his insight, research and 
SURSRVDOV�IRU�EHWWHU�8�6��-DSDQ�UHODWLRQV�UHJDUGLQJ�
mutual defense posture of our two nations. Marines 
are a major U.S. military force on Okinawa. Good 
PLOLWDU\�FLYLOLDQ�UHODWLRQV�IRVWHU�JUHDWHU�FRRSHUD�
tion, while negative or strained relations can 
have unexpected and unplanned international 
UDPL¿FDWLRQV�

The use of land by the U.S. military on Okinawa 
has been a point of contention for years between 
the U.S. and Japanese governments. During World 
War II, Okinawa was invaded, seized and occupied 
by the U.S. military in the spring of 1945, thereby 

turning the island into a giant military cantonment 
from which the United States began preparing to 
invade Japan proper. After the war, the United States 
continued to control Okinawa until 1972, building 
a huge military presence and infrastructures on the 
island. Today, the U.S. military controls about 17 
percent of the land use on Okinawa. Since 1972, 
treaties and agreements between Japan and the 
U.S. are the methods used in deciding what land 
may be used by the U.S. military on Okinawa and 
Japan proper. Understanding that on Okinawa 
prior to the war, land seized and retained for use 
by the American military was mostly privately 
owned, provides some insight into the attitudes 
of many local Okinawans. In some cases, these 
land holdings were owned by locals dating back 
dozens of generations.

Today, we continue to move our sights more 
DQG�PRUH�WRZDUG�WKH�UHJLRQ�RI�WKH�ZHVWHUQ�3DFL¿F�
with concerns regarding our defense posture for 
PLOLWDU\�UHDGLQHVV�IRU�SRWHQWLDO�DUPHG�FRQÀLFW��:H�
as a nation, and especially the Marines and Navy 
maritime forces, should expand our understanding 
and familiarity with this geographic and political 
region. It is becoming a “hot spot.”    

Another island community in the far western 
3DFL¿F�ZLWK�8�6��PLOLWDU\�EDVHV�KDV�VLPLODU��\HW�
different, concerns regarding the U.S. military 
presence. Unlike Okinawa, where citizens are 
represented by their locally elected members of 
the Diet (national government) in Tokyo, thus 
creating national attention, the American island 

GUAM: America’s Tip of the Spear

In contrast, the American citizens of the 

U.S. Territory of Guam cannot vote in United States 

national elections.

Above: A typical 

nighttime skyline on 

Guam as it appears 

today. The United 

States acquired the 

island from Spain 

after the Spanish-

American war.
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of Guam has a totally different set of circumstances 
JHQHUDWLQJ� D� VLPLODU�$PHULFDQ� GH¿FLHQF\� WKDW�
deserves better attention. All Japanese 18 years of 
age and over may vote for their national rep-
resentatives. In contrast, the American citizens of 
the U.S. Territory of Guam cannot vote in United 
States’ national elections. Citizens of Guam are 
not represented by elected lawmakers in the U.S. 
Congress. Instead, U.S. citizens of Guam have a 
ORFDOO\�HOHFWHG�RI¿FLDO�ZLWK�WKH�WLWOH�&RQJUHVVLRQDO�
Delegate, actually an observer in the U.S. Congress, 
who may participate and vote in committees, but 
LV�QRW�DOORZHG�WR�YRWH�RQ�WKH�ÀRRU�RI�WKH�+RXVH�RI�
Representatives or the Senate. 

Compounding the lack of representation, the 
citizens of Guam also cannot vote for the president 
or the vice president of the United States. Similarly, 
like Okinawa, land use on the American island of 
Guam has also been a point of contention between 
the native inhabitants of Guam—at one time U.S 
nationals, now U.S. citizens—and the U.S. govern-
ment since the end of WW II. Currently, the U.S. 
military controls one third of the land on the small 
(32 miles x 12 miles) peanut-shaped island of Guam.

The United States acquired the island from 
Spain after the Spanish-American war. Although 
the United States maintained a Navy and Marine 
force on Guam since 1899, the island and its 
people were not defended by the U.S. military 
DW�WKH�RXWEUHDN�RI�:RUOG�:DU�,,�LQ�WKH�3DFL¿F²
FHUWDLQO\�QRW�OLNH�:DNH��0LGZD\��WKH�+DZDLLDQ�
Islands and the Philippines. There was no intent to 
defend Guam. Instead, after all but one of the U.S. 
military dependents and almost all U.S. civilian 
construction workers were safely evacuated from 
Guam in October 1941, Guam was left open to 
Japanese invaders. The naval governor surrendered 
all military and naval personnel to the Japanese 
ODQGLQJ� IRUFH� FRPPDQGHU� ¿YH� KRXUV� DIWHU� WKH�
¿UVW�-DSDQHVH�ODQGLQJ�IRUFHV�ZDONHG�DVKRUH�RQ�DQ�
undefended beach. The Chamorro natives, all U.S. 

Above: Aerial view of 

what is now a portion 

of Anderson Air Force 

Base on Guam.

Left: Navy personnel 

gather in a picnic area 

on Naval Base Guam 

in 1945.

C
O

U
R

T
E

S
Y

 O
F

 M
A

J 
R

A
L

P
H

 S
T

O
N

E
Y

 B
A

T
E

S
 S

R
.,

 U
S

M
C

 (
R

E
T

)

C
O

U
R

T
E

S
Y

 O
F

 M
A

J 
R

A
L

P
H

 S
T

O
N

E
Y

 B
A

T
E

S
 S

R
.,

 U
S

M
C

 (
R

E
T

)

www.mca-marines.org/leatherneck JULY 2019 / LEATHERNECK        25

https://mca-marines.org/leatherneck


nationals, and six elusive American sailors were 
left to be captured, beaten, tortured, raped, and 
murdered for 31 agonizing months by Imperial 
Japanese military and naval forces occupying 
Guam. The few U.S. military and naval forces 
assigned to Guam at the outbreak of war, along with 
American civilians living or working on Guam, 
were sent to Japanese prisoner of war camps for 
the duration of the war.  

With the threat of death as a constant companion, 

the Chamorros of Guam organized into a secret 
underground cadre. Their mission was to protect 
the hiding sailors, listen to clandestine AM/FM 
commercial radio news of the war from America 
and Australia, thus keeping up the morale of the 
captive society anticipating the American forces’ 
return to Guam, protect each other from Japanese 
reprisals and to defy, deceive, confuse and resist 
the Japanese. Most of the men and women of this 
underground network have never been recognized 

In 1950, Congress passed the Organic Act. It bestowed upon the citizens of Guam 

exactly what the citizens of Puerto Rico and the United States Virgin Islands had received 

decades earlier. They had American citizenship with no constitutional rights.

Above: Military 

cantonments on 

Guam in early 1945.

Right: In August 

2015, Marines from 

Marine Corps Activity 

Guam, participate 

in a wreath-laying 

ceremony at the 

Chaguian Massacre 

Memorial site. 
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IRU�WKHLU�OR\DO�FRQWULEXWLRQV�WR�WKH�ZDU�LQ�WKH�3DFL¿F��
In July 1944, America’s military and naval 
PLJKW�UHWXUQHG�ZLWK�D�YHQJHDQFH��7KH��UG�0DULQH�
'LYLVLRQ���VW�3URYLVLRQDO�0DULQH�%ULJDGH�DQG�WKH�
��WK�8�6��$UP\�,QIDQWU\�'LYLVLRQ�VWRUPHG�DVKRUH�
on July 21 and 22 and declared the island secure 
RQ�$XJ������������*XDPDQLDQV�ZHUH�RYHUMR\HG��
0HQ�DQG�ER\V�RIIHUHG�WKHLU�VXSSRUW�DV�JXLGHV�DQG�
VFRXWV��/DWHU��VRPH�YROXQWHHUHG�DV�D�0DULQH�&RUSV�
FRQWUROOHG�&KDPRUUR�&RPEDW�3DWURO��KXQWLQJ�GRZQ�
WKH�QHDU�������-DSDQHVH�VROGLHUV�VWLOO�DOLYH��DUPHG�
DQG�GDQJHURXV��,Q�������WKH�ODVW�-DSDQHVH�VROGLHU�
DOLYH�ZDV�FDSWXUHG�E\�WZR�&KDPRUUR�KXQWHUV�
$IWHU�VHFXULQJ�*XDP��$PHULFDQ�PLOLWDU\�DQG�

naval forces took what was needed to continue to 
SURVHFXWH�WKH�ZDU�DJDLQVW�-DSDQ��/LNH�2NLQDZD��ODQG�
ZDV�VLPSO\�WDNHQ��URDGV�ZHUH�EXLOW��FDQWRQPHQWV��
DLUILHOGV�� SRUWV� DQG� KHDGTXDUWHUV� FRQVWUXFWHG��
IHQFHV�HUHFWHG�DQG�KXJH�VWRFNSLOHV�RI�ZHDSRQV�DQG�
military hardware were stored for future invasions 
RI�LVODQGV�DQG�XOWLPDWHO\�IRU�WKH�LQYDVLRQ�RI�-DSDQ�
SURSHU��'XULQJ�WKHVH�ZDU�SUHSDUDWLRQV�RQ�*XDP��
no effort was made to uncover or document land 
RZQHUVKLS�RI�DQ\�RI�WKH�FLYLOLDQ�SRSXODWLRQ��$IWHU�
DOO��D�ZDU�FRQWLQXLQJ�WR�EH�IRXJKW�WRRN�SULRULW\��
$V� FDPSV�ZHUH� VHW� XS� WR� FDUH� IRU� WKH� FLYLOLDQ�
SRSXODWLRQ��WKH�SHRSOH�RI�*XDP�XQGHUVWRRG�DQG�
DFFHSWHG�WKDW�IDFW��7KHQ�WKH�ZDU�HQGHG�
,Q�WKH�\HDUV�DIWHU�WKH�ZDU��WKH�8�6��PLOLWDU\�FRQ�

VROLGDWHG�LWV�SUHVHQFH�RQ�*XDP��1DYDO�JRYHUQRUV��
ZKR�KDG�UXOHG�*XDP�VLQFH�������ZHUH�UHFRQVWLWXWHG��
Rules were established with deference to military 
REMHFWLYHV��$V�DQ�H[DPSOH��QR�RQH�FRXOG�HQWHU�RU�
OHDYH�*XDP�ZLWKRXW�FOHDUDQFH�RI�WKH�8�6��1DY\��
$OWKRXJK�VRPH�FRPSHQVDWLRQ�ZDV�PDGH�IRU�ORVV�
RI�OLIH��OLPEV��WRUWXUH��HWF��RI�ORFDO�*XDPDQLDQV��
SD\PHQW�FDSV�ZHUH�NHSW�DUWL¿FLDOO\�ORZ��+XQGUHGV�
RI�FLWL]HQV�IURP�WKH�3KLOLSSLQHV�ZHUH�LPSRUWHG�LQWR�
*XDP�WR�¿OO�MREV�UHODWHG�WR�WKH�GHIHQVH�LQGXVWU\�
PXVKURRPLQJ�RQ�WKH�LVODQG��:DJHV�IRU�PRVW�FLYLOLDQ�
ZRUNHUV�QRW�IURP�WKH�PDLQODQG�ZHUH�DOVR�NHSW�ORZ��
7KHQ��LQ�������&RQJUHVV�SDVVHG�WKH�2UJDQLF�$FW��,W�
EHVWRZHG�XSRQ�WKH�FLWL]HQV�RI�*XDP�H[DFWO\�ZKDW�
WKH�FLWL]HQV�RI�3XHUWR�5LFR�DQG�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�
9LUJLQ�,VODQGV�KDG�UHFHLYHG�GHFDGHV�HDUOLHU��7KH\�
KDG�$PHULFDQ�FLWL]HQVKLS�ZLWK�QR�FRQVWLWXWLRQDO�
ULJKWV��2QO\�WKRVH�ULJKWV�JUDQWHG�E\�WKH�&RQJUHVV�
ZHUH�EHVWRZHG�XSRQ�LWV�QHZ�FLWL]HQV�� LQFOXGLQJ�
WKRVH�ZKR�KDG�PDLQWDLQHG�D�OR\DOW\�WR��DQG�SURYLGHG�
D�VHUYLFH� IRU�� WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV� WKURXJKRXW� WKH�
-DSDQHVH�RFFXSDWLRQ�DQG�GXULQJ�$PHULFD¶V�UHWXUQ��
7KH� DFW� DOVR� WUDQVIHUUHG�PDQDJHPHQW� RI� WKH�
LVODQG�DQG�LWV�SHRSOH�IURP�WKH�'HSDUWPHQW�RI�WKH�
1DY\�WR�WKH�'HSDUWPHQW�RI�WKH�,QWHULRU��,Q�������
WKH�8�6��&RQJUHVV�DOVR�JDYH�WKH�SHRSOH�RI�*XDP�
the right to establish their own local government 
DQG�HOHFW�WKHLU�RZQ�JRYHUQRU��¿QDOO\�OHDGLQJ�WRZDUG�
HFRQRPLF�JURZWK�

The author, Maj Ralph 

Bates, at the site of 

the 1944 command 

post for the 1st 

Provisional Marine 

Brigade on Guam.
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Guam’s association with the U.S. military, 
especially the Navy and Marine Corps, dates back 
to the turn of the 20th century. The men of Guam 
were utilized as a local military force from 1901 
until the Japanese occupation. Prior to WW II, 
it was referred to as an Insular Force. The U.S. 
Marines were the primary training and supervisory 
element maintaining the Chamorro Insular Forces. 
At one time, men were drafted into the Insular 
Force, but it became voluntary in the 1930s. 

The Guam police department was part of the 
Insular Force and the members were utilized in 
the traditional role of civilian police but trained 
and supervised by Marines. These locals were paid 
exactly one half of the pay of a U.S. Marine or 
Sailor of the same grade or rank. Other than the 
Chamorro Combat Patrol, the Insular Force ceased 

to exist after the Japanese invasion; however, the 
Organic Act required all male citizens of Guam 
to register for the draft and they were drafted. 
Although the draft is no longer utilized with an 
all-volunteer force, men and women of Guam 
serve in the Armed Forces of the United States, 
by percentage of the population, in greater numbers 
than any other geographic-political region of the 
United States. Schools on Guam recite the Pledge 
of Allegiance, and the National Anthem (and the 
Chamorro Hymn) is sung at public events.  They are 
proud of America; however, it is slowly changing. 

Because of its strategic importance, the United 
States military has always had a great deal of con-
trol over decisions regarding Guam. Indeed, for 

almost 400 years, Guam had been ruled by the 
military of Spain, the United States, Japan and the 
United States again. The transfer from military 
rule to civilian rule of Guam has evolved slowly 
in the past few years and some would suggest it is 
not fully complete. Many Guamanians have long 
sensed a “behind the fence” mentality within 
segments of the military and naval personnel serv-
ing on Guam. There also exist subtle undercurrents 
of growing resentment within some segments of 
Guam’s population regarding their real or perceived 
attitudes of some factions of the U.S. military to-
ward the citizens of Guam. It’s somewhat subdued, 
but it exists. It is compounded by the “second-class” 
citizenship status clearly felt by many Guamanians. 

The administration of President Gerald Ford 
attempted to address the issue in the 1970s with a 
move toward commonwealth status for Guam, but 
the idea died with a change in presidents. Inter-
estingly, if a Guamanian moves to any state or to 
Washington, D.C., they have full constitutional 
rights; however, if they move back to Guam, they 
lose those rights. In short, we have two classes 
of American citizens, one with rights under the 
Constitution of the United States and another 
without those rights. 

The second-class citizenship status was derived 
from a series of United States Supreme Court 
decisions made in the late 1800s and very early 
1900s that the Constitution of the United States 
GLG�QRW�IROORZ�WKH�ÀDJ�RI�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV��%OXQWO\�
stated, the Supreme Court of the United States 
did not feel that “natives” of acquired overseas 
territories deserved constitutional rights of U.S. 
citizens, deserving instead whatever Congress 
decided to be appropriate. That series of decisions, 
known as the Insular Cases, sealed the fate of all 
Americans who choose to reside in any United 
States commonwealth and/or territory. It is well 
past time for Congress to revisit this decision. It’s 
been more than 100 years.

A secret underground 

cadre of local citizens, 

including Adolfo 

Sgambelluri, left, was 

organized on Guam 

during World War II in 

support of American 

forces. Sgambelluri’s 

son, Adolph P. 

Sgambelluri, later 

served in the U.S. 

Marine Corps.

If a Guamanian moves to any state or to 

Washington, D.C., they have full constitutional rights; 

however, if they move back to Guam, 

they lose those rights. In short, we have two 

classes of American citizens,
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Marine Corps combat units along with Navy 
amphibious vessels and crews are scheduled to 
return to Guam in large numbers in a few short 
years. These Marines and Sailors must be made 
aware of the environment to which they will be 
exposed. They must take steps to understand the 
feelings, ambitions, aspirations, dedication, sac-
UL¿FH�DQG�GUHDPV��SDVW�DQG�SUHVHQW��RI�WKH�$PHULFDQ�
population they will be living among and have 
chosen to defend against any and all adversaries. 
The fathers, mothers, grandfathers and grand-
mothers of the current Chamorros of Guam de-
IHQGHG�$PHULFDQV�DQG�$PHULFDQ�LGHDOV�GXULQJ�
their darkest hours. Many paid with their lives 
GHIHQGLQJ�WKH�KRQRU�RI�$PHULFD��0DULQHV�XQGHU�
stand what that means. Since 1898, there has always 
been a special relationship between the people of 
Guam and the United States Marines. 

Many years ago, during a Liberation Day cele-
bration on Guam, the guest of honor, General 
Lemuel C. Shepherd, USMC, who had been the 
Commanding General, 1st Provisional Marine 
Brigade, and later Commandant of the Marine 
&RUSV��ZDV�DVNHG��³:DV�WKH�VDFUL¿FH�RI�VR�PDQ\�
$PHULFDQ�OLYHV�WR�OLEHUDWH�*XDP�UHDOO\�ZRUWK�LW"´�
He responded, “When I get to heaven, the men who 
died on Guam assuredly will ask me, ‘Lem, was 
*XDP�ZRUWK�LW"¶�,�ZLOO�ORRN�WKHP�VWUDLJKW�LQ�WKH�
H\H�DQG�VD\��µ<RX¶UH�GDPQ�ULJKW�LW�ZDV²WKH\�ZHUH�
IHOORZ�$PHULFDQV�¶�´�$�ZHDWKHUHG�PHWDO�SODTXH�
stands at the U.S. Navy World War II Memorial 
Park aboard the U.S. Naval Base Guam with that 

inscription. Indeed, the citizens of Guam are 
IHOORZ�$PHULFDQV��DQG�LW�ZDV��DQG�LV�VWLOO²ZRUWK�
it. Maintain that conviction. 

Author’s bio: Maj Ralph Stoney Bates served on 

active duty for 26 years, retiring in 1981. He was 

DQ�HQOLVWHG�PDQ��D�ZDUUDQW�RI¿FHU��DQG�D�FRPPLV�
VLRQHG�RI¿FHU��+H�ZDV�D�GULOO�LQVWUXFWRU��FULPLQDO�
LQYHVWLJDWRU��PLOLWDU\�SROLFH�RI¿FHU��DQG�LQIDQWU\�
RI¿FHU��+H�LV�WKH�DXWKRU�RI�³$Q�$PHULFDQ�6KDPH��
7KH�$EDQGRQPHQW�RI�DQ�(QWLUH�$PHULFDQ�3RSXOD�
tion,” a book on the Chamorros of Guam before, 

during and after the Japanese occupation.

Governor Eddie Calvo, 

left, Lyn Bates and 

Ralph Stoney Bates, 

after Bates received 

an award from the 

governor of Guam 

for his book 

“An American Shame.”

LtCol Adolf Sgambelluri, USMC (Ret), Chief of 

Police, Guam, left, met with Marine veteran James 

Webb in the 1980s.
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By Dick Camp • USMC photos

Editor’s note: The author used excerpts 

from LtGen Craig’s typewritten “Note 

on Incidents of Service 1917-1951” to 

write this article. According to LtGen 

Craig, “The Incidents of Service have 

been selected from many which I have 

compiled from time to time ... to make a 

record of typical incidents in the life of a 

0DULQH�&RUSV�RI¿FHU�́

Prelude
In the summer of 1944, the United 
6WDWHV�KDG�DGYDQFHG�DFURVV�WKH�3DFL¿F�LQ�
a two-pronged attack toward the Japanese 
home islands. The recapture of Guam, 
Operation Stevedore, was the last of the 
objectives in the Marianas and, from the 
standpoint of national pride, was the most 
important. Major General Roy S. Geiger’s 
III Amphibious Corps was tasked to re-
capture the island. His force consisted of 
the 3rd Marine Division, composed of the 
3rd, 9th, 19th (engineers and pioneers) 
and 21st Marines, totaling approximately 
20,000 men, and the 1st Provisional Ma-
rine Brigade, composed of the 4th and 
22nd Marines and supporting units with 
9,886 men, as well as the U.S. Army’s 
77th Infantry Division.   

The recapture of Guam had been a 
long-standing student exercise at Marine 
Corps Schools, Quantico. Generations 
RI�0DULQH�RI¿FHUV�KDG�SDVVHG�WKURXJK�
the demanding course. Colonel Edward 
A. Craig, the commanding officer of 
9th Marine Regiment, was one of those 
former students headed for Guam and the 
³¿QDO�JUDGXDWLRQ�H[HUFLVH�́ �2QH�RI�KLV�
classmates remarked during the landing, 
“It was a strange feeling to lay off the 
coast a few miles and recognize places 
on the beach ... I spotted a house I lived 
in before the war and observed it being 
GHPROLVKHG�E\�RXU�RZQ�VKHOO�¿UH�́ �� 

Edward A. “Eddie” Craig
Forty-eight year old Edward A. 
³(GGLH´�&UDLJ�ZDV�D����\HDU�YHWHUDQ�RI�
the Corps when he led the 9th Marines 
during the recapture of Guam. Operation 
Stevedore would be his second operation 

as regimental commander. During his 
years of service, Craig served in a variety 
of posts and stations including Haiti, 
Santo Domingo, Nicaragua (Guardia 
Nacional de Nicaragua) and China. He 
also served as aide-de-camp to Major 
General Commandant John A. Lejeune. 
In July 1943, he assumed command of 
9th Marines from his old friend Lemuel 
C. Shepherd, who later became the 20th 
Commandant of the Marine Corps.

Craig led the regiment during the 
Bougainville campaign for which he 
received the Bronze Star. He also received 
the Navy Cross for the Guam campaign. 
He was later assigned as Operations 
2I¿FHU��9�$PSKLELRXV�&RUSV� IRU� WKH�
landing on Iwo Jima. After the war, he 
became Assistant Division Commander 
for the 1st Marine Division and later 
served as Commanding General of the 
1st Provisional Marine Brigade, which 
he led during the defense of the Pusan 
Perimeter. He retired on June 1, 1951, as 
a lieutenant general.

Japanese Defenders
The intelligence section of the III 

Amphibious Corps estimated that 
Guam was garrisoned by approximately 
20,000 Japanese of 29th Division under 
Lieutenant General Takishi Takashima, 
the 48th Independent Mixed Brigade and 

the 54th Naval Guard Force. The Japanese 
defenses were oriented on the western 
coast of the island around Tumon Bay, 
Agana and Agat.  

Hitting the Beach
The 9th Marine Regiment landed in a 

column of battalions—3rd Battalion, 2nd 
Battalion, and 1st Battalion in reserve—
over Blue Beach on the Division’s right 
ÀDQN�QHDU�$VDQ�3RLQW������FDPH�XQGHU�D�
deluge of Japanese small arms, mortar 
DQG�DUWLOOHU\�¿UH�DV�VRRQ�DV�LW�FDPH�ZLWKLQ�
range. Several amphibious tractors were 
hit as soon as they crawled over the coral 
reef that surrounded the island.  
³,�VDZ�WZR�WUDFWRUV�KLW�́ �&UDLJ�VDLG��³,W�

was just at this moment that motor shells 
VWDUWHG�WR�IDOO�DURXQG�XV��0\�ERDW�RI¿FHU��
a brand-new ensign, refused to carry out 
my orders [to land] ... I told him, if he 
didn’t carry out my orders, he’d be over the 
side! About this time, one of my sergeants 
jumped up and said, ‘I’d be delighted!’ So 
WKLV�HQVLJQ�GHFLGHG�WR�JR�LQ�́

The tractor reached the beach and the 
command group piled out and dashed 
forward through a tangle of fallen 
palm trees and demolished houses to 
several bomb craters, where they set 
up the command post (CP). Craig went 
forward with his adjutant, Captain 
&KDUOLH�+HQGHUVRQ��WR�¿QG�WKH�EDWWDOLRQ�
commander, Lieutenant Colonel Walter 
Asmuth. Heavy small arms and automatic 
ZHDSRQV�¿UH�VZHSW�WKH�DUHD��IRUFLQJ�WKHP�
to take cover behind a low mound. “I was 
looking through my binoculars at the ridge 
ahead when [Henderson] suddenly toppled 
over across my knees, shot through the 
WKURDW�́ ��

Craig continued forward after the 
severely wounded Henderson had been 
evacuated and discovered that Asmuth 
suffered an arm injury. As he returned to 
his CP, “Some stretcher bearers passed me 
and I recognized Captain Harry Barker, 
one of my best company commanders, 
O\LQJ� RQ� RQH� RI� WKHP� GHDG�´� 8SRQ�
reaching the CP, he found out that his 
H[HFXWLYH�RI¿FHU�KDG�DOVR�EHHQ�ZRXQGHG�
and evacuated.

During a short lull, Craig remembered 

MajGen Edward A. Craig

Recollections of Colonel Edward A. Craig 
During the Recapture of Guam

World War II: 75 Years Ago
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Above: Marine M4 

medium tanks led the 

way as leathernecks 

pursued Japanese 

soldiers wherever 

they found them 

during the recapture 

of Guam. Skirmishes 

and battles were 

often bitter melees 

that later saw 

American and 

Japanese dead side 

by side.

Left: LVT vessels off 

Guam, July 21, 1944.
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the tractors that had been hit. “I was sure 
it was from a hidden gun emplacement 
on the ridge ... sure enough, I saw a light 
puff of smoke on the side of the ridge, and 
it came from a spot not over 150 yards 
DZD\�́ �+H�SRLQWHG�RXW�WKH�FDPRXÀDJHG�
position to a pair of 75 mm half-tracks. 
“The second and third rounds hit the target 
exactly and I could momentarily see parts 
of the gun and [Japanese] intermingled 
in a depression on the side of the ridge.”

Bodyguards
Two Marines often accompanied Craig 

as bodyguards on his tours of the front 
lines. He said, “I have always been for-

tunate in picking drivers and runners. 
They were both fearless and outstanding 
Marines.” One, Private First Class Arthur 
Highsaw, always positioned himself in 
front of Craig, using his body as a shield. 
“Highsaw was standing by me when he 
VXGGHQO\�GURSSHG�KLV�DXWRPDWLF�ULÀH�DQG�
spun around. He had been hit in the upper 
arm by a [Japanese] sniper. As he was 
carried away, he said, ‘I’m sorry I crapped 
out on you like this, Colonel.’ ” Highsaw 
was evacuated to a hospital ship and Craig 
did not expect to see him again. “However, 
the next morning, he appeared with his 
DXWRPDWLF�ULÀH�UHDG\�WR�DFFRPSDQ\�PH�
on my rounds of the units. He had escaped 

from the hospital ship. He looked white 
and drawn and as I spoke to him, he fell 
over in a dead faint.” Highsaw was 
evacuated for a second time, and that was 
the last time Craig saw him.

Craig was down to his runner, Corporal 
Walter Lamka. “Lamka and I were on our 
way from a company CP towards one of the 
platoons. Suddenly a machine gun opened 
up on us and we both hit the ground and 
rolled into a shallow depression. Every 
time we moved, the machine gun would 
¿UH�DW�XV��DQG�WKH�EXOOHWV�ZHUH�MXVW�JUD]LQJ�
us. I felt we would never get out of it.” A 
Marine patrol happened by and attacked 
the Japanese position from another angle. 

It took two blasts to silence the 

Japanese in this cave on Guam. 

The first blast, shown here, sent debris 

skyward, but Japanese gunners 

from inside immediately opened fire 

again. A second charge was more than 

enough to do the job.
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“We rolled, got up, and ran into the jungle. 
We jumped into a Japanese gun pit that 
was surrounded by dead bodies. We 
landed right on top of them—and when 
WKH�¿ULQJ�VWRSSHG��ZH�JRW�TXLFNO\�RXW�RI�
the mess.” 

Perils of Command
&UDLJ�OHDUQHG�WKDW�KLV�ULJKW�ÀDQN�ZDV�

being held up and went forward to see 
ZKDW�KH�FRXOG�GR��³,�DOZD\V�IHOW� WKDW�D�
FRPPDQGHU�VKRXOG�EH�ZKHUH�KLV�WURRSV�DUH�
KHOG�XS�DQG�FDQQRW�DGYDQFH��%HLQJ�WKHUH�
KH�FDQ�WDNH�DQ\�UHTXLUHG�DFWLRQ�RQ�WKH�
VSRW�DQG�KLV�SUHVHQFH�VRPHWLPHV�VWHDGLHV�
WKH�VLWXDWLRQ�́ �+H�FDXJKW�XS�ZLWK�WKH�ULJKW�

Preregistered fields of fire made Japanese mortars and artillery very effective dur-

ing the initial stages of the recapture of Guam. Marines and corpsmen treated a 

leatherneck wounded by fragments from an exploding Japanese 77 mm shell.
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ÀDQN�SODWRRQ�DQG�ZDV�DGYDQFLQJ�ZLWK�LW�
ZKHQ��³ZH�UHFHLYHG�LQWHQVH�PDFKLQH�JXQ�
¿UH�IURP�$VDQ�5LGJH��ZKLFK�ZDV�WKHQ�WR�
RXU�ULJKW�UHDU��7DNLQJ�FRYHU��ZH�ORFDWHG�
WKH� SRVLWLRQ�� D� FRQFUHWH�PDFKLQH� JXQ�
HPSODFHPHQW�QRW� RYHU����\DUGV� DZD\��
DQG�WRRN�LW�RXW�́
$IWHU�ZDWFKLQJ�WKH�XQLW�WDNH�WKH�REMHF�
WLYH��&UDLJ�VWDUWHG�EDFN�WR�KLV�&3��³$V�
,�ZDV�ZDONLQJ� DORQJ� WKH� URDG� ����ZLWK�
&DSWDLQ�*HRUJH�3HUF\�DQG�D� UXQQHU�� ,�
ZDV�VXUSULVHG�WR�ORRN�WR�P\�OHIW�DQG�VHH�
D�FRXSOH�RI�-DSDQHVH�VROGLHUV�ZKR�KDG�MXVW�
FRPH�RXW�RI�D�FDYH��2QH�RI�WKHP�UDLVHG�D�
VTXDUH�SDFNDJH�LQ�KLV�KDQG�DQG�WKUHZ�LW�
DW�PH��,W�ODQGHG�VRPH�GLVWDQFH�DZD\�DQG�
H[SORGHG�ZLWK�D�WHUUL¿F�URDU��NQRFNLQJ�
PH�RII�WKH�URDG�LQWR�D�GLWFK�¿OOHG�ZLWK�
VKDUS�VWRQHV�́ �&UDLJ¶V�FRPSDQLRQV�ZHUH�
IDUWKHU�IURP�WKH�H[SORVLRQ�DQG�GLG�QRW�JHW�
LWV�IXOO�HIIHFW���
6HYHUDO�0DULQHV�FDPH�WR�WKH�UHVFXH��
LQFOXGLQJ�D�FUHZ�ZLWK�D� MHHS�PRXQWHG�
DQWLWDQN� JXQ��ZKLFK� EODVWHG� WKH� FDYH��
NLOOLQJ�WKH�LQKDELWDQWV��&UDLJ�ZDV�XQKXUW��
EXW�GHVFULEHG�EHLQJ�³VHYHUHO\�EUXLVHG�
IURP�WKH�FRQFXVVLRQ��ZKLFK�UHDOO\�PDGH�
>KLV@�WHHWK�FKDWWHU�IRU�D�ZKLOH�́
7KH� UHJLPHQWDO�&3�PRYHG�ZLWK� WKH�
DGYDQFH�� RIWHQ� VHWWLQJ� XS� MXVW� EHKLQG�

WKH�IURQW�OLQHV��³,W�ZDV�VRPHWLPHV�PRUH�
VHFXUH�DQG�VDIH�WKDQ�IXUWKHU�EDFN�́ �&UDLJ�
SHUVRQDOO\�VHOHFWHG�PDQ\�RI�WKH�&3�VLWHV��
XVXDOO\�LQ�D�ORFDWLRQ�WKDW�SODFHG�KLP�LQ�D�
SRVLWLRQ�WR�FRQWURO�WKH�PRYHPHQW�RI�KLV�
0DULQHV��2Q�RQH�RFFDVLRQ��WKH�&3�ZDV�VHW�
XS�LQ�WKH�WKLFN�MXQJOH�DW�WKH�LQWHUVHFWLRQ�RI�
VHYHUDO�WUDLOV�DQG�URDG�MXQFWLRQV��³6KRUWO\�
DIWHU�,�KDG�SLFNHG�WKH�SODFH�DV�D�&3�VLWH�
����D�-DSDQHVH�RI¿FHU�ZDQGHUHG�LQWR�WKH�
PLGGOH� RI� WKLQJV� DQG� ZDV� VKRW� DV� KH�
VWDUWHG�WR�SXOO�KLV�SLVWRO��/DWHU��D�-DSDQHVH�
SULYDWH�ZDV�DOVR�VKRW�����DW�WKLV�LPSRUWDQW�
URDG�MXQFWLRQ�́ �6KRUWO\�DIWHUZDUG��&UDLJ�
ZHQW�IRUZDUG�WR�FKHFN�RQ�WKH�DGYDQFH��
³$ERXW�����\DUGV�XS�WKH�WUDLO��,�QRWHG�D�
ZHOO�ZRUQ�SDWK�OHDGLQJ�WR�D�NQROO��6WHSV�
KDG�EHHQ�FDUYHG�LQ�WKH�VWHHS�VORSH�́ �&UDLJ�
VWRSSHG�WKH�MHHS�DQG�JRW�RXW� WR� ORRN�LW�
RYHU��³,�FKDQJHG�P\�PLQG�DQG�GHFLGHG�
WR�JHW�EDFN�LQ�DQG�FRQWLQXH�WR�WKH�IURQW��
6WRSSLQJ�D�PHVVHQJHU��,�WROG�KLP�WR�WHOO�
0DMRU�/LSV�>RSHUDWLRQV�RI¿FHU@�WR�KDYH�D�
SDWURO�LQYHVWLJDWH�WKLV�DUHD��DQG�GURYH�RQ�
WR�WKH�IURQW�́
8SRQ�UHWXUQLQJ��&UDLJ�ZDV�VXUSULVHG�
WR�KHDU�WKH�VRXQGV�RI�D�VPDOO�EDWWOH��7KH�
SDWURO�KH�KDG�RUGHUHG�WR�LQYHVWLJDWH�WKH�
NQROO�ZDV�KHDYLO\�HQJDJHG�ZLWK�D�ODUJH�
-DSDQHVH�IRUFH�DQG�KDG�VXIIHUHG�VHYHUDO�

FDVXDOWLHV��$Q�$UP\�EDWWDOLRQ�KDSSHQHG�
WR�EH� LQ� WKH�DUHD��³,�TXLFNO\�H[SODLQHG�
WKH�VLWXDWLRQ�WR�WKH�FRPPDQGLQJ�RI¿FHU�
DQG� KH� LPPHGLDWHO\� RUJDQL]HG� D� IXOO�
VFDOH�DWWDFN��4XLWH�D�EDWWOH�HQVXHG�DQG�
WKH�$UP\�VXIIHUHG�PDQ\�FDVXDOWLHV�EHIRUH�
WKH�SODFH�ZDV�RYHUUXQ��,W�ZDV�IRXQG�WKDW�
WKH�PDLQ�SRVLWLRQ�ZDV�D�KXJH�FRQFUHWH�
XQGHUJURXQG�EXQNHU�ZLWK� VWHHO� GRRUV��
,QVLGH�ZDV�D�FRPSOHWH�KHDGTXDUWHUV�ZLWK�
FRPPXQLFDWLRQV��7KH�SODFH�ZDV�VR�ODUJH�
WKDW�WUXFNV�ZHUH�SDUNHG�LQVLGH��,W�DSSHDUHG�
WKDW�WKLV�ZDV�WKH�VHFRQGDU\�FRPPDQG�SRVW�
IRU� WKH� -DSDQHVH� FRPPDQG� RQ�*XDP��
+RZ�WKDQNIXO�,�ZDV�WKDW�,�KDG�FKDQJHG�
P\�PLQG�DQG�GHFLGHG�QRW�WR�LQYHVWLJDWH�
WKLV�LQWHUHVWLQJ�ORRNLQJ�NQROO�́
7KH�NQROO��RI¿FLDOO\�NQRZQ�DV�0RXQW�
0DWDJXDF��ZDV�DWWDFNHG�E\�LQIDQWU\PHQ�
RI�WKH�8�6��$UP\¶V��VW�%DWWDOLRQ�����WK�
5HJLPHQW��$IWHU�D�VSLULWHG�DVVDXOW�XVLQJ�
ÀDPHWKURZHUV��ZKLWH�SKRVSKRURXV�JUH�
QDGHV�DQG�PDVVLYH�FKDUJHV�RI�717��WKH\�
RYHUUDQ�WKH�KHDGTXDUWHUV��7KH�ERG\�RI�
/LHXWHQDQW�*HQHUDO�+LGH\RVKL�2EDWD��FRP�
PDQGHU�RI�WKH���VW�$UP\��ZDV�IRXQG�LQVLGH�

Tanks, Tanks and More Tanks
7KH��WK�0DULQHV�DGYDQFHG�PRUH�WKDQ�
������\DUGV�DQG� VHL]HG�D�FULWLFDO� URDG�
MXQFWLRQ��&UDLJ�IROORZHG�FORVHO\�EHKLQG��
$V�KLV�MHHS�KHDGHG�GRZQ�D�VPDOO�YDOOH\��
³:H�KHDUG�WKH�VRXQG�RI�PRWRUV�VWDUWLQJ��
%HIRUH�ZH�FRXOG� ORFDWH� WKH�SRVLWLRQ�RI�
WKH�QRLVH��WZR�HQHP\�WDQNV�UROOHG�RXW�RI�
FOHYHUO\�FDPRXÀDJHG�SRVLWLRQV�RQ�WKH�VLGH�
RI�WKH�KLOO�WR�RXU�ULJKW�DQG�KHDGHG�WRZDUG�
XV�¿ULQJ�PDFKLQH�JXQV�DQG�VPDOO�FDOLEHU�
FDQQRQ��7KH\�ZHUH�QRW�RYHU�����IHHW�DZD\�
DQG�,�KDG�YLVLRQV�RI�ORVLQJ�DOO�P\�PHQ�ZKR�
ZHUH�LQ�WKH�LPPHGLDWH�YLFLQLW\��$�ED]RRND�
PDQ�����DQG�KLV�DVVLVWDQW�ZHQW�LQWR�DFWLRQ�
LPPHGLDWHO\��:LWK�D�FDOPQHVV�WKDW�ZDV�
XQFDQQ\��WKH\�SURFHHGHG�WR�NQRFN�RXW�WKH�
WDQNV�LQ�TXLFN�VXFFHVVLRQ�´
$�FRXSOH�RI�JXWV\�0DULQHV�MXPSHG�RQ�
WKH�WDQNV��IRUFHG�RSHQ�D�KDWFK�DQG�GURSSHG�
KDQG�JUHQDGHV�LQVLGH��¿QLVKLQJ�WKH�FUHZV��
³:H�ODWHU�IRXQG�WZR�ZHOO�FDPRXÀDJHG��
XQPDQQHG�WDQNV�GXJ�LQWR�WKH�VLGH�RI�WKH�
KLOO��MXVW�D�VKRUW�GLVWDQFH�DZD\�́
'XULQJ�WKH�DGYDQFH�WRZDUG�WKH�QRUWKHUQ�
HQG�RI�WKH�LVODQG��&UDLJ�ZHQW�IRUZDUG�WR�
7L\DQ�$LU¿HOG��ZKLFK�KDG�MXVW�EHHQ�FDS�
WXUHG��³$V�,�UHDFKHG�WKH�VRXWKHUQ�HQG�RI�
WKH�DLU¿HOG��D�-DSDQHVH�WDQN�VXGGHQO\�DS�
SHDUHG�DQG�FXW�ULJKW�DFURVV�P\�ERZ��,W�
WXUQHG�DQG�VWDUWHG�GRZQ�WKH�URDG�WRZDUGV�
WKH��QG�%Q�DVVHPEO\�DUHD��,�KDG�P\�GULYHU�
IROORZ�LW�DQG�ZDV�QRW�RYHU�����IHHW�EHKLQG��
$V�LW�UHDFKHG�WKH�EDWWDOLRQ�SRVLWLRQ��WKH�
WRS�RI�WKH�WXUUHW�ÀHZ�RSHQ�DQG�D�-DSDQHVH�
RI¿FHU�VWDUWHG�ZLOGO\�¿ULQJ�KLV�DXWRPDWLF�
SLVWRO��7KH�0DULQHV�ZHUH�VR�VXUSULVHG�WKDW�
WKH�WDQN�GURYH�ULJKW� WKURXJK�WKHP�DQG�
WKH\�GLGQ¶W�¿UH�D�VKRW��7KH�>-DSDQHVH@�WDQN�

7KH�3UHVLGHQW�RI�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�
WDNHV�SOHDVXUH�LQ�SUHVHQWLQJ�WKH�1DY\�&URVV�WR�

&2/21(/�(':$5'�$��&5$,*��81,7('�67$7(6�0$5,1(�&2536��
IRU�VHUYLFH�DV�VHW�IRUWK�LQ�WKH�IROORZLQJ�&LWDWLRQ��

FRU�H[WUDRUGLQDU\�KHURLVP�DV�&RPPDQGLQJ�2I¿FHU�RI� WKH�1LQWK�

0DULQHV��7+,5'�0DULQH�'LYLVLRQ��GXULQJ�DFWLRQ�DJDLQVW�HQHP\�-DSDQHVH�IRUFHV�

RQ�*XDP��0DULDQDV�,VODQGV��IURP����-XO\�WR����$XJXVW�������$Q�$JJUHVVLYH�DQG�

LQVSLULQJ�OHDGHU��&RORQHO�&UDLJ�FRQVWDQWO\�GLUHFWHG�KLV�PHQ�LQ�FRPEDW�LQ�WKH�IDFH�

RI�LQWHQVH�HQHP\�¿UH�IURP�WKH�WLPH�RI�ODQGLQJ�ZLWK�WKH�DVVDXOW�HOHPHQWV�RI�KLV�

UHJLPHQW�XQWLO�RUJDQL]HG�UHVLVWDQFH�FHDVHG��2Q����-XO\��FKDUJHG�ZLWK�FDSWXULQJ�D�

SRUWLRQ�RI�KLJK�JURXQG�RQ�WKH�IRUFH�EHDFKKHDG�OLQH�DQG�PDNLQJ�FRQWDFW�ZLWK�WKH�

$UP\�RQ�0RXQW�7HQMR��&RORQHO�&UDLJ�UHPDLQHG�ZLWK�KLV�OHDGLQJ�DVVDXOW�HOHPHQWV�

GXULQJ�WKH�HQWLUH�DGYDQFH�DQG��E\�KLV�FRROQHVV�XQGHU�¿UH��SURYLGHG�LQVSLUDWLRQ�IRU�

KLV�RI¿FHUV�DQG�PHQ��3HUVRQDOO\�GLUHFWLQJ�WKH�¿QDO�DVVDXOW�RQ�0RXQW�&KDFKDR��

KH�NHSW�FDVXDOWLHV�DW�D�PLQLPXP�E\�KLV�H[SHUW�MXGJPHQW��:KHQ�RI�KLV�EDWWDOLRQV�

HQFRXQWHUHG�KHDY\�HQHP\�UHVLVWDQFH�QHDU�DQ�LPSRUWDQW�URDG�MXQFWLRQ�GXULQJ�WKH�

DGYDQFH�WR�WKH�QRUWKHUQ�HQG�RI�*XDP�RQ���$XJXVW��KH�WRRN�D�SRVLWLRQ�EHVLGH�D�

WDQN�DGYDQFLQJ�ZLWK�WKH�DVVDXOW�WURRSV�DQG��GHVSLWH�D�FRQVWDQW�VWUHDP�RI�ULÀH�DQG�

PDFKLQH�JXQ�¿UH��IHDUOHVVO\�UHPDLQHG�WKHUH�WKURXJKRXW�WKH�HQWLUH�DFWLRQ�RI�VHYHUDO�

KRXUV�WR�GLUHFW�WKH�DWWDFN�ZKLFK�DQQLKLODWHG�VHYHUDO�KXQGUHG�RI�WKH�HQHP\��+LV�

RXWVWDQGLQJ�DELOLW\��FRXUDJHRXV�OHDGHUVKLS�DQG�GHYRWLRQ�WR�GXW\�ZHUH�LPSRUWDQW�

IDFWRUV�LQ�WKH�VXFFHVV�RI�WKH�FDPSDLJQ�DQG�UHÀHFW�WKH�KLJKHVW�FUHGLW�XSRQ�&RORQHO�

&UDLJ�DQG�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�1DYDO�6HUYLFH�
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continued on towards a jungle area and 
stopped. Three [Japanese] jumped out and 
ÀHG��,W�ZDV�RQH�RI�WKRVH�LQFUHGLEOH�-DSD�
QHVH�DFWLRQV�IRU�ZKLFK�WKHUH�LV�QHYHU�DQ�
explanation.”

Fancy Meeting You Here
$V�WKH��UG0DU'LY¶V�ULJKW�ÀDQN�XQLW��
�WK�0DULQHV�ZDV�WDVNHG�WR�PDNH�FRQWDFW�
with Brigadier General Lemuel C. 
6KHSKHUG¶V��VW�3URYLVLRQDO�0DULQH�%ULJDGH�
ZRUNLQJ�LWV�ZD\�QRUWK�RQ�WKH�2URWH�3HQ�
LQVXOD��&UDLJ�ZDV�DQWLFLSDWLQJ�PDNLQJ�
FRQWDFW�RQ�-XO\�����³,�ZDV�LQ�JUHDW�KRSHV�
RI�SXVKLQJ�DKHDG�DQG�PDNLQJ�FRQWDFW�ZLWK�
WKH� EULJDGH� E\� QLJKWIDOO�´� ,QVWHDG�� KH�
UHFHLYHG�DQ�RUGHU�WR�IDOO�EDFN��³,�WULHG�WR�
DUJXH�DJDLQVW�VXFK�D�PRYH�����KRZHYHU��,�
GLGQ¶W�JHW�YHU\�IDU�́ � ,QVWHDG��KH�VHQW�D�
SDWURO�WR�PDNH�FRQWDFW��³,�ZDV�PRVW�KDSS\�
ZKHQ�DW���S�P��WKDW�QLJKW�WKH�SDWURO�UH�
WXUQHG�ZLWK�D�SHUVRQDO�PHVVDJH�IURP�WKH�
EULJDGH� FRPPDQGHU�́ � 7KH� WZR�¿QDOO\�
PDGH�FRQWDFW�D�IHZ�GD\V�ODWHU��³,W�ZDV�
HYHQLQJ�ZKHQ�*HQHUDO�6KHSKHUG�����FDPH�
RYHU�WR�YLVLW�PH��+H�KDG�MXVW�DUULYHG�ZKHQ�
D�QXPEHU�RI�DUWLOOHU\�VKHOOV�VWDUWHG�WR�ODQG�
LQ�WKH�YHU\�QHDU�YLFLQLW\�RI�P\�&3��:H�
ERWK�GXFNHG�EHKLQG�D�FHPHQW�ZDOO�DQG�
FRQWLQXHG�RXU�FRQYHUVDWLRQ�ZKLOH�VLWWLQJ�
RQ�WKH�JURXQG�́ �7KH�WZR�ROG�IULHQGV�TXLHW�
O\�UHPLQLVFHG�LQ�WKH�PLGVW�RI�D�VKHOOLQJ�

Tragic Ending
%\�$XJ������WKH�HQG�RI�WKH�FDPSDLJQ�ZDV�

in sight—just one more push remained. 
&UDLJ�RUGHUHG�D�FRPSDQ\�WR�FOHDU�3HWL�
3RLQW�DQG�ZHQW�DORQJ�ZLWK�WKHP��³1HDULQJ�
WKH�SRLQW��ZH�UDQ�LQWR�D�VPDOO�JURXS�RI�
HQHP\��DQG�LQ�WKH�VKRUW�VNLUPLVK��RQH�RI�
P\�PHQ�ZDV�NLOOHG�DQG�RQH�ZRXQGHG��
,W�ZDV� D� VDG� VLJKW� EHFDXVH� WKH� EXGG\�
RI�WKH�PDQ�VKRW�WKURXJK�WKH�KHDG�ZHQW�
WHPSRUDULO\�LQVDQH��+H�KDG�MXVW�KDG�WRR�
PXFK�DQG�LW�ZDV�PRUH�WKDQ�KH�FRXOG�WDNH��
+H�UDQ�VFUHDPLQJ�DQG�K\VWHULFDO�LQWR�WKH�
MXQJOH�DQG�LW�ZDV�VRPH�GD\V�EHIRUH�KH�ZDV�
HYHQWXDOO\�IRXQG�́ �*XDP�ZDV�GHFODUHG�
VHFXUH�RQ�$XJ�������
,Q� ������ &UDLJ� FRPPDQGHG� WKH� �VW�
3URYLVLRQDO�0DULQH�%ULJDGH�RQ�*XDP��
+LV�PHQ�FDSWXUHG�WZR�-DSDQHVH�VROGLHU�
KROGRXWV��7KH\�VXUUHQGHUHG�DIWHU�VHHLQJ�
D�SKRWRJUDSK�RI�(PSHURU�+LURKLWR�ZLWK�
WZR�$PHULFDQ�03V�VWDQGLQJ�QHDU�KLP��
7KH�WZR�KROGRXWV�OLYHG�LQ�D�ZHOO�VWRFNHG�
FDYH�QHDU�WKH�RI¿FHU¶V�PHVV����

Author’s bio: Dick Camp, a retired 

Marine colonel, is the former director of 

operations for the National Museum of the 

Marine Corps, former deputy director and 

director (acting) of the Marine Corps 

+LVWRU\�'LYLVLRQ�DQG�D�SUROL¿F�DXWKRU��+H�
is a frequent contributor to /HDWKHUQHFN�

Marines raised the American flag on Guam on July 27, 1944.

Above: Leathernecks used flame throwers to burn out Japanese pill boxes. In a bit of 

irony, the Marines found themselves fighting on the old Marine golf course adjacent 

to the Marine Barracks on Guam’s Orote Peninsula.
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Head tailor Nhean Keo examines the fit of a 

Marine second lieutenant’s dress blue coat at 

The MARINE Shop in Quantico, Va., Feb. 19.

A
B

IG
A

IL
 W

IL
S

O
N

36        LEATHERNECK / JULY 2019 www.mca-marines.org/leatherneck

https://mca-marines.org/leatherneck


 

By Sara W. Bock

T
here’s a soon-to-be-commissioned second 
lieutenant in the fitting area of The 
MARINE Shop at 300 Potomac Avenue 

in Quantico, Va., in early April, and she walks out 
of her dressing room wearing the newly redesigned 
female dress blue coat. The coat was made to 
order—constructed using her exact measurements, 
JLYLQJ� LW� WKH�SHUIHFWO\�¿WWHG��SUHFLVHO\� WDLORUHG�
appearance that has long been heralded as the 
Marine Corps’ signature look. 
6KH�VWHSV�XS�RQ�WKH�¿WWLQJ�SODWIRUP�LQ�WKH�FHQWHU�

of the room and head tailor Nhean Keo helps her 
fasten the gleaming gold buttons. There’s something 
mesmerizing about his movements and about the 
entire scene, as she looks into the three-way mirror 
DQG�VHHV�IRU�WKH�¿UVW�WLPH�DQ�LPDJH�RI�KHU�IXWXUH�
DV�DQ�RI¿FHU�RI�0DULQHV��
1H[W��VKH�LV�¿WWHG�IRU�KHU�ZKLWH�GUHVV�VNLUW��,W¶V�

a bit loose and needs to be taken in. Quickly and 
adeptly, Keo gets to work measuring, marking and 
pinning the skirt. It’s a task he’s done thousands of times, 
and his expertise in tailoring Marine Corps uniforms is 
unmatched; yet it’s evident that he views each customer as 
an individual and each uniform as a custom piece. 

For Keo, it all began in 1982, when he moved from his home 
in Cambodia to join The MARINE Shop’s tailoring staff, 

and was personally hired by the founder and then-president 
of the shop, retired Major Harry D. Elms Sr.  

The introduction of the new female dress blue coat in the 
fall of 2018 is just one of the many changes Keo has witnessed 
over his nearly 40 years in the Marine Corps uniform industry 
and within The MARINE Shop itself. Since 2007, the store 

Squared Away—
At The MARINE Shop, 

Uniform Excellence is the Standard

Keo buttons the dress blue coat of a soon-to-be-commissioned second 

lieutenant in The MARINE Shop’s fitting area, April 3. The recently 

introduced female dress blue uniform is the newest addition to The 

MARINE Shop’s high-quality uniform offerings.
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has been owned and operated by the Marine Corps Association 
& Foundation and has upheld the retail establishment’s decades-
long reputation for providing superior service and the highest 
quality uniform items in the Corps.

It’s a unique business with a remarkable story that all began 
DIWHU�0DM�(OPV��D�PXVWDQJ�0DULQH�RI¿FHU�DQG�:RUOG�:DU�,,�
veteran who fought at Guadalcanal and Bougainville, retired from 
the Corps in 1961. He had become an expert on Marine Corps 
uniforms and insignia over the last 13 years of his active-duty 
career by serving as executive secretary of the Marine Corps 
Uniform Board, which was established to regulate and improve 
the quality of all uniforms and insignia for the Marine Corps. 

“There were many companies manufacturing insignia items 
that varied from vendor to vendor,” said Elms’ daughter, Pamela 
Scott, of the standardization issues that plagued the Corps in the 
late 1940s, when the uniform board was established. “He was also 
instrumental in standardizing the design of all insignia to meet 
VWULFW�VSHFL¿FDWLRQV�́ �VKH�VDLG�RI�KHU�IDWKHU¶V�DFFRPSOLVKPHQWV�
:KLOH�VHUYLQJ�RQ�WKH�XQLIRUP�ERDUG�XQGHU�*HQHUDO�/HPXHO�&��

Shepherd Jr., 20th Commandant of the Marine Corps, Elms would 
OHDYH�D�SHUPDQHQW�PDUN�RQ�WKH�&RUSV�E\�GHVLJQLQJ�WKH�RI¿FLDO�
seal of the Marine Corps, which was approved by President 
Dwight D. Eisenhower in June 1954.

In 1959, Elms was responsible for the redesign and stand-
ardization of the Marine Corps emblem worn on uniform items, 
ERWK�HQOLVWHG�DQG�RI¿FHU��WKH�SURGXFW�RI�ZKLFK�LV�VWLOO�XVHG�WRGD\��
:LWK�XQSUHFHGHQWHG�H[SHULHQFH�LQ�WKH�DUHD�RI�0DULQH�&RUSV�
uniforms, opening a uniform shop post-retirement seemed a 
natural progression—but he didn’t rush into it.
$FFRUGLQJ�WR�6FRWW��WKH�QHZO\�UHWLUHG�PDMRU�¿UVW�VSHQW�DQ�HQWLUH�

year evaluating the quality of available uniforms and the service 
provided to Marines by private vendors. Elms concluded that the 
current offerings were inadequate for all Marines, but especially 

President Dwight D. Eisenhower presents the new Marine Corps Seal, designed by then-Capt Harry Elms, to Gen Shepherd, 20th 

Commandant of the Marine Corps, during a White House ceremony on June 22, 1954. Though not pictured here, Elms was present 

at the ceremony.

Taken in the early 1980s, this photo shows the exterior of The 

MARINE Shop at 300 Potomac Avenue prior to the store’s 2007 

renovation after being purchased by MCA&F.
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for newly commissioned second lieutenants. The MARINE Shop, 
VKH�VDLG��ZDV�FUHDWHG�WR�¿OO�WKH�³TXDOLW\�DQG�VHUYLFH�YRLG´�WKDW�
(OPV�SHUFHLYHG��DQG�WKH�WRZQ�RI�4XDQWLFR��RU�³4�WRZQ�́ �ZDV�
an optimal location due to the fact that Marines tend to return 
WR�0DULQH�&RUSV�%DVH�4XDQWLFR�RIWHQ�WKURXJKRXW�WKHLU�FDUHHUV�
HDUQLQJ�LW� WKH�QLFNQDPH�³&URVVURDGV�RI� WKH�0DULQH�&RUSV�́ �
,WV�SUR[LPLW\�WR�2I¿FHU�&DQGLGDWHV�6FKRRO��7KH�%DVLF�6FKRRO��
0DULQH�&RUSV�8QLYHUVLW\��+HDGTXDUWHUV�0DULQH�&RUSV�DQG�WKH�
8QLWHG�6WDWHV�1DYDO�$FDGHP\�PDGH�LW�DQ�REYLRXV�FKRLFH��
(OPV�GHVLJQHG�D�VWRUH�ORJR�WKDW�LQFRUSRUDWHG�WKH�(DJOH��*OREH�
DQG�$QFKRU��ZKLFK�KH�VXEPLWWHG�WR�WKH�0DULQH�&RUSV�IRU�DSSURYDO��
7KH�VKRS¶V�RULJLQDO�VWRUHIURQW�� ORFDWHG�DW�WKH�RSSRVLWH�HQG�RI�
3RWRPDF�$YHQXH�IURP�ZKHUH�LW�FXUUHQWO\�VWDQGV��LQFOXGHG�D�WDLORU�
VKRS�RQ�WKH�SUHPLVHV��(OPV�KLUHG�WDLORUV�IURP�DFURVV�WKH�JOREH��
SULPDULO\�IURP�FRXQWULHV�OLNH�+RQJ�.RQJ�WKDW�KDG�ORQJVWDQGLQJ�
UHSXWDWLRQV�IRU�SURGXFLQJ�WKH�¿QHVW�WDLORUV�LQ�WKH�ZRUOG��
:LWKLQ�WKH�¿UVW�IHZ�\HDUV��(OPV�GHVLJQHG�D�PRUH�¿WWHG�ORRN�
IRU�WKH�GUHVV�EOXH�XQLIRUP��ZKLFK�ZDV�DSSURYHG�E\�WKH�&RUSV�DQG�
EHFDPH�WKH�VWDQGDUG��7KH�+LUVFK�7\OHU�&RPSDQ\�RI�3KLODGHOSKLD��
which at the time was The MARINE Shop’s primary uniform 
PDQXIDFWXUHU��LQLWLDOO\�RZQHG�WKH�VWRUH�ZKLOH�(OPV�VHUYHG�DV�LWV�
YLFH�SUHVLGHQW�DQG�JHQHUDO�PDQDJHU��7KH�0$5,1(�6KRS�TXLFNO\�
EHFDPH�NQRZQ�IRU�RIIHULQJ�WKH�KLJKHVW�TXDOLW\�XQLIRUPV�DQG�
WDLORULQJ�DYDLODEOH�WR�0DULQHV����
³(YHQWXDOO\��EHFDXVH�RI�+LUVFK�7\OHU¶V�H[SDQVLRQ�LQWR�RWKHU�
PDUNHWV��+DUU\�SXUFKDVHG�WKH�EXVLQHVV�IURP�WKH�FRPSDQ\�́ �
said Scott. 
,Q�������DIWHU�D�¿UH�GHVWUR\HG�WKH�4XDQWLFR�7RZQ�'UXJ�6WRUH��
(OPV�SXUFKDVHG�WKDW�ODQG�WR�EXLOG�D�QHZ�0$5,1(�6KRS�EXLOGLQJ�
DW�����3RWRPDF�$YHQXH��2SHQHG�LQ�1RYHPEHU�������WKH�VWRUH�
continues to operate today.
0DM�(OPV�DFWHG�DV�DQ�DGYLVHU�RQ�XQLIRUP�PDWWHUV� WR�HDFK�

Commandant of the Marine Corps until he passed away in 
������EXW�7KH�0$5,1(�6KRS�ZDV�KLV�WUXH�SDVVLRQ��+H�ZRUNHG�
WLUHOHVVO\��RIWHQ�VHYHQ�GD\V�D�ZHHN��GHWHUPLQHG�WR�OLYH�RXW�WKH�
VKRS¶V� ORQJVWDQGLQJ�PRWWR�RI�³6HUYLQJ�0DULQHV�$URXQG�WKH�
:RUOG�́ �7KH�EXVLQHVV�ZDV�D�IDPLO\�DIIDLU²RYHU�WKH�\HDUV��DOO�
WKUHH�RI�KLV�FKLOGUHQ��3DPHOD��+DUU\�-U���'DYLG���DQG�6WHSKHQ�
ZRUNHG�DW�WKH�VKRS�LQ�GLIIHUHQW�FDSDFLWLHV��DQG�ERWK�RI�KLV�VRQV�
HQOLVWHG�LQ�WKH�0DULQH�&RUSV�DIWHU�KLJK�VFKRRO�
³,W�ZDV�KLV�SULGH�DQG�MR\�́ �VDLG�6FRWW�RI�KHU�IDWKHU¶V�GHGLFDWLRQ�
WR�7KH�0$5,1(�6KRS��³+H�QHYHU�ORVW�VLJKW�RI�KLV�SDVVLRQ�WR�
PDNH�KLV�FXVWRPHUV�IHHO�SURXG�WR�ZHDU�D�0$5,1(�6KRS�XQLIRUP�
WKDW�UHSUHVHQWHG�WKHLU�VHUYLFH�LQ�WKH�0DULQH�&RUSV�DQG�WR�WKHLU�
FRXQWU\�́
(OPV�LV�UHPHPEHUHG�IRQGO\�E\�D�QXPEHU�RI�HPSOR\HHV�ZKRP�
KH�KLUHG�WKDW�DUH�VWLOO�RQ�WKH�VWDII�WRGD\��LQFOXGLQJ�.HR�DQG�7KH�
0$5,1(�6KRS¶V�JHQHUDO�PDQDJHU��3DW�9DQ=XPPHUHQ��WKH�VSRXVH�
RI�D�UHWLUHG�0DULQH��ZKR�EHJDQ�ZRUNLQJ�LQ�WKH�VWRUH¶V�PDLO�RUGHU�
GHSDUWPHQW�LQ�������9DQ=XPPHUHQ�ZRUNHG�IRU�(OPV�RQ�DQG�RII�
DV�KHU�KXVEDQG¶V�RUGHUV�EURXJKW�KHU�EDFN�DQG�IRUWK�IURP�4XDQWLFR�
and permanently rejoined the staff in 2002. Elms earned a special 
SODFH�LQ�KLV�HPSOR\HHV¶�KHDUWV�DQG�ZRXOG�HQFRXUDJH�WKHP�WR�EULQJ�
WKHLU�FKLOGUHQ�WR�ZRUN�ZLWK�WKHP�RQ�GD\V�RII�VFKRRO��
³+H�ZRXOG�WDNH�WKHP�RXW�DURXQG�WRZQ�DQG�EX\�WKHP�D�WUHDW�́ �
VDLG�9DQ=XPPHUHQ�RI�KHU�FKLOGUHQ¶V�UHODWLRQVKLS�ZLWK�(OPV��
³7KH�NLGV�EDVLFDOO\�JUHZ�XS�DW�7KH�0$5,1(�6KRS�́ �
2QH�RI�9DQ=XPPHUHQ¶V�PRVW�WUHDVXUHG�PHPRULHV�DW�WKH�VKRS�
ZDV�ZDWFKLQJ�1KHDQ�.HR²ZKR�KDG�ZDWFKHG�KHU� FKLOGUHQ�
JURZ�XS²¿W�KHU�VRQ��7UR\��IRU�KLV�GUHVV�EOXHV�DV�KH�SUHSDUHG�
to commission as a second lieutenant. 
9DQ=XPPHUHQ��ZKR�LV�DQ�H[SHUW�LQ�0DULQH�&RUSV�XQLIRUPV�LQ�
KHU�RZQ�ULJKW��DWWULEXWHV�PXFK�RI�7KH�0$5,1(�6KRS¶V�VXFFHVV�
WR�WKH�YDVW�FRQQHFWLRQV�(OPV�PDGH�LQ�WKRVH�HDUO\�\HDUV�ERWK�

For The MARINE Shop displays and special events, Elms, pic-

tured here with a second lieutenant in 1997, often wore this 

red vest and navy blue blazer with an embroidered Marine 

Corps emblem.

A seamstress hand sews a uniform piece at The MARINE Shop, 

April 3. Today’s staff takes pride in upholding the shop’s 

decades-long reputation for uniform excellence.

Pat VanZummeren, pictured here in The MARINE Shop’s uni-

form department, began working for Elms in 1984 and today is 

the store’s general manager.
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within the Marine Corps and among small 
vendors. “He knew everyone,” she said.

Of those employees who worked for 
Elms and remain at The MARINE Shop 
today, Scott said, “They are a testament 
to their dedication to continue the major’s 
legacy, and for that, the family has been 
humbled and inspired by their love.” 

While the Marine Corps Association 
didn’t purchase the business until nearly 
¿YH�\HDUV�DIWHU�(OPV¶�GHDWK��WKH�DFTXLVLWLRQ�
had been set in motion years earlier when 
Major General Les Palm, USMC (Ret), 
then-CEO of the association, approached 
Elms with a proposition.

“Have you ever thought about selling 
the shop?” MajGen Palm recalls asking 
Elms during a casual conversation in 
the shop, which is located just a block 
DZD\�IURP�0&$�KHDGTXDUWHUV��7KH�WZR�
discussed the possibility of the MCA 
purchasing the store, but they never 
moved forward on it. After Elms’ passing, 
ownership transferred to his children, and 
in 2007 the association purchased it from 
the family. The iconic MARINE Shop 
became an extension of the association’s 
mission as the professional organization 
of the Marine Corps.

“A lot of things just fell into the right 
place,” said MajGen Palm of the transition 
period, which included merging the 
Marine Corps Association Bookstore and 
the uniform sales at The MARINE Shop 
into one retail establishment. The MCA 
Bookstore located at Marine Corps Base 
Camp Lejeune, N.C., also took on The 
MARINE Shop name. Nearly all of the 
employees remained on staff throughout 
the transition, which helped ensure that 
the shop would continue to maintain its 
UHSXWDWLRQ�IRU�TXDOLW\�DQG�H[FHOOHQFH�

The association hired the renowned 
Boston-based design firm Bergmeyer 
Associates, whose clients include major 
retailers like L.L. Bean and Talbots, 
to oversee a $1 million redesign and 
renovation of both the exterior and interior 
of the store. Bergmeyer designers spent 
time at OCS and at Marine Corps Recruit 
Depot Parris Island, S.C., to get a feel for 
what the Marine Corps was all about and 
ZRUNHG�WR�UHÀHFW�WKDW�LQ�WKHLU�GHVLJQ��VDLG�
MajGen Palm. The new and improved 
The MARINE Shop reopened in 2008, 
featuring a visually stunning remodel 
ZLWK�ULFK�ZRRGV�DQG�KLJK�TXDOLW\�¿QLVKHV��
a lounge area and a distinctly separate 
uniform shop located beyond the main 
retail area. 

The store offers clothing, accessories, 
gifts and books—with the Commandant’s 
Professional Reading List taking center 
stage—as well as a variety of other 

Though the appearance of The MARINE Shop significantly changed after it was 

purchased and renovated by MCA&F, today’s Marines continue to trust the iconic 

retailer with their uniforms. Their purchases benefit the Marine Corps Association 

Foundation, which exists to promote the professional development of Marines.

At Elms’ 76th birthday celebration on July 30, 1997, Gen Charles C. Krulak, 31st 

Commandant of the Marine Corps, presented him with a congratulatory letter signed 

by Krulak and seven other commandants, recognizing Elms’ service to the Corps both 

before and after his retirement as a major.
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services such as medal and ribbon mounting, sword repair and 
refurbishment, custom challenge coins and engraving, but the 
uniforms continue to be the linchpin of The MARINE Shop’s 
success. 

Members of the Marine Corps Association & Foundation 
receive a discount of up to 10 percent at The MARINE Shop, 
DQG�WKH�SURFHHGV�IURP�DOO�SXUFKDVHV�EHQH¿W�WKH�0DULQH�&RUSV�
Association Foundation, which promotes the professional 
development of today’s Marines through unit libraries, writing 
programs, excellence awards and educational forums. 

Lieutenant General W. Mark Faulkner, USMC (Ret), President 
and CEO of MCA&F, views the operation of The MARINE Shop 
as a direct support of the association’s mission.

“We consider it an honor and privilege to support Marines 
and friends of the Corps through The MARINE Shop either 
online or at our brick and mortar store aboard Marine Corps 
Base Quantico,” said LtGen Faulkner.   

Commandants and Sergeants Major of the Marine Corps, as 
ZHOO�DV�PDQ\�JHQHUDO�RI¿FHUV��0HGDO�RI�+RQRU�UHFLSLHQWV�DQG�RWKHU�
“VIPs” trust The MARINE Shop with their uniform, accessory 
and alteration needs. Their patronage speaks volumes to the 
quality of the store’s services, but VanZummeren insists that 
she and her staff of 25 employees strive to treat every customer 
equally. 

“We try to give everyone the same service whether they’re 
a general or a PFC. We try to provide the same amount of 
professional service regardless of rank,” she said. 

While The MARINE Shop does not sell the enlisted dress 
blue coat, which is made in large quantities and sold through 
the Marine Corps Exchange system, it does offer the Staff 
1RQFRPPLVVLRQHG�2I¿FHU�HYHQLQJ�GUHVV�FRDW�DQG�WURXVHUV�DV�
well as the enlisted blue trousers, chevrons, covers and other 
accessories. According to VanZummeren, the shop does a great 
deal of alteration work on enlisted dress blue coats and also 
offers measurement services for customers who want to know 
what size to buy.

The décor and design of The MARINE Shop highlights the professionalism of Marine uniforms and creates a space for a memorable 

shopping experience.

Keo pins a white dress skirt for alteration at The MARINE Shop, 

April 3. Shortly after founding the shop, Elms created a more 

tailored, fitted look for the dress blue uniform which was 

adopted by the Corps and continues to be the standard today.
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There’s a focused energy that’s easily discernible in The 
MARINE Shop’s tailor room, where 17 tailors, seamstresses and 
pressers work meticulously and quickly to meet their deadlines. 
.HR�DVVLJQV�WKH�ZRUN��DQG�HDFK�LQGLYLGXDO�KDV�D�VSHFL¿F�MRE�
they’ve perfected. Whether it’s hand sewing, machine sewing 
or pressing, each has mastered his or her skill.

“With the volume we have, you have to be able to do it very 
quickly,” said VanZummeren, who credits Keo and a few of the 
other longtime employees with teaching and training newcomers 
who, while extremely skilled in their trade, have to learn the 
SURFHVVHV�WKDW�DUH�VSHFL¿F�WR�0DULQH�&RUSV�XQLIRUPV�

The MARINE Shop recently launched an updated, redesigned 
ZHEVLWH�DW�ZZZ�PDULQHVKRS�QHW��&XVWRPHUV�ZKR�DUH�XQDEOH�WR�
visit the shop in person can upload their measurements and full 
body photographs on the site and the uniforms are made according 
WR�WKHLU�H[DFW�VSHFL¿FDWLRQV�DQG�VKLSSHG�GLUHFWO\�WR�WKHP���

For uniforms purchased elsewhere—or for those that need to 
be taken in or let out over time—the alteration services offered by 
the shop are unparalleled. Many alterations are labor intensive and 
time consuming and require moving pockets and buttons while 
PDLQWDLQLQJ�DGKHUHQFH�WR�0DULQH�&RUSV�XQLIRUP�VWDQGDUGV��VDLG�
VanZummeren, who added that most other tailor shops won’t 
even take on these types of alterations and will often suggest 
that the customer buy a new coat altogether.
7KH�VKRS¶V�XQLIRUPV�KDYH�WR�EH�FHUWL¿HG�E\�WKH�0DULQH�&RUSV��

but over the years, the staff has developed enhancements to the 
FHUWL¿HG�SDWWHUQ�WKDW�VHW�7KH�0$5,1(�6KRS¶V�XQLIRUPV�DSDUW��

said VanZummeren. They also carry their own brand of khaki 
VKLUWV��ZKLFK�KDYH�D�PRUH�¿WWHG��DWKOHWLF�FXW�FRPSDUHG�WR�RWKHU�
approved brands. These seemingly small variations make a big 
GLIIHUHQFH�LQ�WKH�ZD\�WKH�XQLIRUP�¿WV�RU�KDQJV�

Throughout the year, The MARINE Shop staff travels to the 
United States Naval Academy in Annapolis, Md., as well as 
WR�2&6��ZKHUH�WKH\�PHDVXUH�DQG�¿W�WKH�&RUSV¶�IXWXUH�VHFRQG�
lieutenants for their uniforms. With a quick turnaround time 
during those busy commissioning seasons, the tailor shop in 
WKH�EDFN�RI�WKH�VWRUH�LV�RYHUÀRZLQJ�ZLWK�UDFNV�RI�XQLIRUP�FRDWV�
and trousers. 

By focusing on uniform commissioning packages, The 
MARINE Shop staff creates customers for life. Many Marines 
will stop in the store over the years to have their measurements 
XSGDWHG�DQG�DGGHG�WR� WKHLU�¿OH��7KH\�FDQ�WKHQ�SODFH�RUGHUV�
IURP�LQVWDOODWLRQV�ZRUOGZLGH²2NLQDZD��&DPS�3HQGOHWRQ�DQG�
EH\RQG²DQG�EH�FRQ¿GHQW�WKDW�WKHLU�XQLIRUP�LWHPV�DUH�PDGH�WR�
WKH�KLJKHVW�SRVVLEOH�VWDQGDUG�DQG�WKDW�WKHLU�SXUFKDVHV�EHQH¿W�
WKHLU�IHOORZ�0DULQHV�WKURXJK�0&$	)¶V�SURJUDPV�
)RXQGHG�E\�WKH�0DULQH�&RUSV¶�IRUHPRVW�XQLIRUP�H[SHUW��7KH�
0$5,1(�6KRS�FRQWLQXHV�WR�FDUU\�RQ�WKH�OHJDF\�RI�0DMRU�(OPV�
while also supporting the mission of the professional association 
RI�WKH�&RUSV��)HZ�FDQ�FODLP�WKH�WLWOH�³0DULQH�́ �EXW�WKRVH�ZKR�
DUH�SURXG�WR�ZHDU� WKH�XQLIRUP�RI� WKH�QDWLRQ¶V�¿QHVW�¿JKWLQJ�
force continue to trust The MARINE Shop to help them look 
their professional best.

Sales associate Dreanna Perkins assists Maj Angela Zunic at The MARINE Shop, May 31. With a clientele that ranges from junior 

enlisted Marines to four-star generals, the staff of the store endeavors to provide the same level of customer service to each 

individual who enters, regardless of rank.
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Days of Service Brings Together 
Marines, Community

Community service doesn’t require 
people with college degrees, high pay-
ing jobs or long resumés. Anyone can 
contribute to their community which is 
exactly what Marines with the Single 
Marine Program (SMP) at Marine Corps 
Station Miramar, Calif., did during the last 
ZHHN�RI�$SULO�DV�SDUW�RI�WKH�¿IWK�DQQXDO�
Marine Corps-wide “Days of Service” 
event. 

Multiple events throughout the week 
allowed the participating Marines the 
opportunity to engage with the San Diego 

community and lend a helping hand. They 
cleaned the decommissioned USS Midway

(CV-41); picked up trash from Fiesta 
,VODQG�DQG�3UHVLGLR�3DUN�� OHG�D�¿WQHVV�
challenge at a local elementary school 
and hosted an “Unwasted Warrior 
Weekend,” in an effort to encourage 
0DULQHV�DQG�6DLORUV�WR�¿QG�DOWHUQDWLYHV�
to consuming alcohol. 

The opportunity to help clean USS 
Midway�ZDV�RI�SDUWLFXODU�VLJQL¿FDQFH��
and the Marines not only assisted with 
FOHDQLQJ�RI�KLJK�WUDI¿F�DUHDV��EXW�DOVR�
learned some of the history about the 
aircraft carrier.

“The ship receives a minimum of 
2,000 visitors a day,” said Steve Suslik, 
safety operation specialist and volunteer 
coordinator for the USS Midway Museum. 
“The Midway represents the military to 
the public—we want to represent the mil-
itary in a professional and clean fashion. 
Having the Marines come on deck allows 
the staff to do things we normally couldn’t 
accomplish on a day-to-day basis. We 
like to call the Midway ‘America’s living 
symbol of freedom.’ Having it in excellent 
condition for all the guests to see is truly 
amazing.”

Participating in events like Days of 
Service shows the community that 
Marines take care of their history and the 
local environment.

“My goal is to partake in anything that 
will help make the community better,” 
said Lance Corporal Steven Mara, an 
administrative clerk with Headquarters 
& Headquarters Squadron.

“The SMP is usually known for their 
community involvement and volunteerism. 
The Days of Service brings a bigger light 
because it is more than one base—it is 
the entire Marine Corps,” said Katie 
Weeres, SMP coordinator at MCAS 
Miramar. “This broad of an event allows 
the Marines to do things that aren’t the 
W\SLFDO�603�¿WQHVV�HYHQWV��EXW�JUDQWV�
them the ability to do events such as re-
store the Midway and beach cleanups.” 

Days of Service is about more than 
volunteering—it is an opportunity to show 
the community that Marines not only take 
care of each other but also their neighbors.

Sgt Sarah Ralph, USMC

Following Renovation, 
OCS Rededicates Branch Hall 

Marine Corps Officer Candidates 
School (OCS) hosted a rededication 
ceremony for the newly renovated Branch 
Hall at Marine Corps Base Quantico, Va., 
May 1, in memory of Captain Frederick C. 
%UDQFK��WKH�¿UVW�$IULFDQ�$PHULFDQ�0D�
ULQH�RI¿FHU�

Branch graduated from boot camp in 
1943 at Camp Montford, N.C., which at 
the time served as a segregated training 
facility for African-American recruits. 
During his enlisted service in World War 
,,�ZLWK�D�VXSSO\�XQLW�LQ�WKH�3DFL¿F��%UDQFK�
was recommended by his commanding 
RI¿FHU�WR�DWWHQG�WKH�1DY\�9����SURJUDP�
at Purdue University, where he was named 
to the dean’s list and was commissioned 
as an officer in the Marine Corps in 

We—the Marines Compiled by Sara W. Bock

Single Marine Program volunteers from MCAS Miramar clean and restore Fiesta 

Island in San Diego, Calif., April 24 as part of the fifth annual “Days of Service” event.

Cpl Robert F. Nabors, a sheet metal worker with Marine Wing Support Squadron 373, 

wipes down picture frames on USS Midway during the “Days of Service” volunteer 

event in San Diego, Calif., April 22. 
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November 1945. 
Gunnery Sergeant Forest E. Spencer Jr., 

USMC (Ret), the president of the National 
Montford Point Marine Association, 
attended the ceremony along with many 
members of the organization to honor 
Branch’s contributions to the Marine 
Corps.

“It is a humbling experience for me, and 
I am honored to represent the organization 
as a whole,” said Spencer. “That’s why I 
dedicated my time after retirement as the 
national president—to preserve the legacy 
of the Montford Point Marines.”

In speaking about Branch, Spencer 
explained, “To get through boot camp 
during times of segregation and to become 
D�FRPPLVVLRQHG�RI¿FHU� LQ� WKH�0DULQH�
Corps was a great feat. We wanted to 
rededicate Branch Hall as a reminder to 
those who may not fully understand the 
important history of Frederick C. Branch.”

Branch Hall is the oldest building still 
standing at OCS, and is where female 
FDQGLGDWHV�RI�WKH�¿UVW�JHQGHU�LQWHJUDWHG�
OCS class were billeted in 1977.
³,¶P�JODG�WKDW� WKH�FRPPDQG�ZDV�LQ�

strumental in saving this building,” said 
Lieutenant Colonel Rhonda Amtower, 
USMC (Ret), the national president of 
the Women Marines Association (WMA). 
“We have to preserve our history and this 
building is part of it.”

Like her predecessors, Amtower also 

stayed in Branch Hall while undergoing 
training. Along with paying her respects 
to the birthplace of her career, Amtower 
also came to honor the legacy of those 
who have gone before her.

“This part of history is not just for the 
WMA but for the Montford Point Marines 
and the Marine Corps in general,” said 
Amtower with pride. “I wish everybody 
were here to see this.”

Several years ago, leaders of OCS 
realized Branch Hall had fallen into a 
serious state of disrepair. Colonel Ahmed 
:LOLDPVRQ��WKH�FRPPDQGLQJ�RI¿FHU�RI�

OCS, explained that it would be unhealthy 
and unsafe for Marines and Sailors on 
the OCS staff to continue to work in the 
building. It was ultimately decided that 
the building would be renovated rather 
than demolished. 

The renovations were completed before 
this summer’s surge of candidates when 
the largest number of men and women 
enter OCS hoping to become Marine 
RI¿FHUV��DQG�WKH�UHGHGLFDWLRQ�FHUHPRQ\�
was held just in time to start the new 
season.

“Now, the condition of the building 
RIIHUV�D�IUHVK�DQG�KHDOWK\�ZRUN�HQYLURQ�
PHQW�EH¿WWLQJ�RI� WKH�0DULQHV� VHUYLQJ�
there as well as representing its namesake, 
Frederick C. Branch,” said Williamson.

LCpl AaRron Smith, USMC

Okinawa-Based Marines, Sailors 
Compete in Dragon Boat Race

Marines and Sailors representing 
the Okinawa Single Marine Program 
competed in the 45th annual Naha Dragon 
Boat Race at Naha Port, Okinawa, Japan, 
May 5.

More than 130 teams made up of 
individuals from local schools, public 
and private organizations, and the U.S. 
military community participated in the 
WKUHH�GD\�IHVWLYDO�DQG�IDPRXV�UDFH��DOVR�
known as the “Haarii.” The SMP team 
SODFHG�¿UVW�LQ�WKHLU�SUHOLPLQDU\�KHDW��

Colonel Ahmed Williamson, center, the OCS commanding officer, stands in front of the newly renovated Branch Hall with members 

of the Montford Point Marine Association following a rededication ceremony at MCB Quantico, Va., May 1.

Capt Frederick C. Branch
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With the sound of the starter pistol, 
the race began. Black, yellow and green 
dragon boats started to push forward. 
Marines and Sailors pierced their oars 
deep down in the water, rowing in 
perfect unison to the beat of the gong 
and synchronizing their effort through 
cadence as they shouted “Osu! Osu! Osu!” 

“Osu” is a Japanese martial artist’s way 
of greeting, which means to push aside 
your weakness and endure, said Nobuhiro 
Hirahara, the head coach for the SMP 
dragon boat team.

The history of the dragon boat races 
JRHV�EDFN�PRUH�WKDQ�¿YH�FHQWXULHV��7KH�
tradition thanks the ocean for its blessings 
DQG�ZLVKHV�IRU�WKH�VDIHW\�RI�¿VKHUPDQ�DQG�
DQ�DEXQGDQW�KDUYHVW�

“I joined the team to get out and see 
Okinawa,” said Lance Corporal Aiden 
Hudgell, a motor transport operator with 
3rd Transportation Support Battalion. 
³3DUWLFLSDWLQJ�LQ�D�ORFDO�HYHQW�DOORZV�XV�
to meet people. It is a great way to form 
camaraderie with Okinawa residents.”

For many of the Sailors and Marines 
ZKR�SDUWLFLSDWHG�� LW�ZDV� WKHLU�¿UVW�RS�
portunity to engage with Okinawan 
culture. 

“The majority of our team members 
KDYH� QHYHU� URZHG� D� ERDW� LQ� WKHLU� OLIH�
before,” said Petty Officer 2nd Class 

Michael Ponn, a hospital corpsman with 
�UG�0HGLFDO�%DWWDOLRQ���UG�0DULQH�/RJLV�
tics Group. “It does not matter which 
EUDQFK��DJH��JHQGHU��UDQN�RU�MRE�\RX�KDYH��
:KHQ�ZH�SXW�HYHU\RQH�RQ�WKH�ERDW��ZH�
learn how to work together as a team. It 
is amazing.” 

The SMP members practiced twice 
each week and had two practices with 
the actual boat at Naha Port. Rowing a 
ERDW�PDQQHG�E\����LQGLYLGXDOV�UHTXLUHV�
harmonized paddling and teamwork. 
Getting the team to row on the beat was 
challenging, said Hirahara.

“The most important thing about 
rowing a boat is timing,” said Hirahara, 
D�QDWLYH�RI�.\RWR�SUHIHFWXUH��³7KH�SUDFWLFH�
WR�JHW�HYHU\RQH�WRJHWKHU�ZDV� WKH�PRVW�
FKDOOHQJLQJ�WKLQJ��2YHUDOO��FRDFKLQJ�WKH�
VHUYLFHPHPEHUV� KDV� EHHQ� D� IXOILOOLQJ�
experience for me.” 
³7KLV�LV�D�JUHDW�RSSRUWXQLW\�IRU�0D�

rines and Sailors to be outside the gate, 
immerse into local traditions and see 
the community,” said Secoya Holmes, 
FRRUGLQDWRU�ZLWK�603��³,¶P�YHU\�KDSS\�
that we’re able to participate in the race. 
We also got to bring a trophy home!”

Learning, participating and sharing 
each other’s community are important 
elements of building the relationship 
between the U.S. and Japan, said Hirahara.

“I would like to continue contributing 
LQ�WDNLQJ�SDUW�LQ�FXOWXUDO�H[FKDQJHV�EH�
WZHHQ�WKH�8�6��PLOLWDU\�DQG�WKH�ORFDO�FRP�
munity,” he said.

Nika Nashiro

Two USMC Installations Awarded 
For Environmental Efforts

On Earth Day, April 22, the recipients 
of the 2019 Department of Defense 
(QYLURQPHQWDO�$ZDUGV�ZHUH�DQQRXQFHG�
and among them were two Marine Corps 
installations. Marine Corps Air Station 
0LUDPDU��&DOLI���ZDV�UHFRJQL]HG�IRU�6XV�
WDLQDELOLW\��1RQ�,QGXVWULDO�,QVWDOODWLRQ��
and Marine Corps Base Camp Smedley D. 
Butler, Okinawa, Japan, was the recipient 
RI�WKH�(QYLURQPHQWDO�4XDOLW\��2YHUVHDV�
Installation award.

“MCAS Miramar and MCB Butler’s 
efforts highlight a great example of what 
can be done when we focus on building 
energy resilience,” said Major General 
Vincent A. Coglianese, Commanding 
General, Marine Corps Installations 
Command. “These installations are known 
IRU�DGRSWLQJ�LQQRYDWLYH�QHZ�SUDFWLFHV�WR�
DGGUHVV�HQYLURQPHQWDO�VWHZDUGVKLS�́

Since 1962, the Secretary of Defense 
annually has honored installations, teams, 
DQG�LQGLYLGXDOV�IRU�RXWVWDQGLQJ�FRQVHU�
YDWLRQ�DFKLHYHPHQWV��LQQRYDWLYH�HQYLURQ�

The Okinawa Single Marine Program dragon boat team celebrates their victory during the first preliminary heat of the 45th annual 

Naha Dragon Boat Race at Naha Port, Okinawa, Japan, May 5. Teams from the U.S. military and the local community participated 

in the famous race, also known as the “Haarii.”
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mental practices and partnerships that 
improve quality of life and promote ef-
ficiencies without compromising the 
DOD’s mission success.

“Our installations generate combat 
power. We cannot remain dependent on 
one source of energy, and we must con-
tinue to analyze new renewable energy 
sources,” said MajGen Coglianese. “We 
are very proud of our Marine Corps in-
stallations and their efforts to make our 
bases more resilient.”

Nearly 60 judges with relevant expertise 
from both the public and private sector 
evaluated nominees over six central subject 
areas: natural resources conservation, 
environmental quality, sustainability, 
environmental restoration, cultural re-
sources management and environmental 
excellence in weapon system acquisition.

As the largest air station in the Marine 
Corps, MCAS Miramar maintains diverse 
infrastructure to enhance the combat 
readiness of 3rd Marine Aircraft Wing 
and encompasses more than 23,000 acres 
of mesas and undeveloped foothills. The 
Sustainability, Non-Industrial Installation 
award the air station received recognizes 
LWV�HIIRUWV�WRZDUGV�HQHUJ\�HI¿FLHQF\��UH�

newable energy practices, greenhouse gas 
reduction efforts, procurement of sus-
tainable goods and services, waste diver-
sion and energy resilience.

Home to III Marine Expeditionary 
Force and Jungle Warfare Training Center, 
MCB Camp Butler also serves as the 
headquarters for Marine Corps Installa-
WLRQV�3DFL¿F��0RUH�WKDQ�������VSHFLHV�RI�
ÀRUD�DQG�IDXQD�LQKDELW� WKH�EDVH��DORQJ�
with several hundred archeological sites. 
Their award for Environmental Quality, 
Overseas Installation recognizes efforts 
that ensure mission completion and the 
protection of human health in the categories 
of environmental planning, waste manage-
ment and compliance with existing en-
vironmental laws, policies and regulations.

Maj Simba Chigwida, USMC

Electric vehicle charging stations are 

located around MCAS Miramar, Calif., 

and were integral to the air station’s 

selection as the winner of the 2019 Sec-

retary of Defense Environmental Award 

for Sustainability on a Non-Industrial 

Installation.

Crazy Caption Contest

“They keep staring at us. Must be our shirts.”

Submitted by:

Jack McHugh

Hamilton, N.J.

Winner

Dream up your own Crazy Caption. Leatherneck will pay $25 or give 

a one-year MCA&F membership for the craziest one received. It’s easy. 

Think up a caption for the photo at the right and either mail or email 

it to us. Send your submission to Leatherneck Magazine, P.O. Box 1775, 

Quantico, VA 22134, or email it, referencing the number at the bottom 

right, to leatherneck@mca-marines.org. The winning entry will be 

published in two months.

(Caption) _________________________________________

_________________________________________________

Name _____________________________________________

Address ___________________________________________

City/State _________________________ ZIP ____________

7-19

This Month’s Photo
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By Col Mary H. Reinwald, USMC (Ret)

Marine Corps oral historian Lieutenant Colonel Michael I. Moffett conducted an 

interview with Brigadier General Lawrence D. Nicholson, the commanding general 

of 2nd Marine Expeditionary Brigade, which deployed to Afghanistan from May 

2009 until April 2010. In this excerpt from that interview, BGen Nicholson discusses 

the challenges the MEB encountered while undergoing preparations for deployment 

before leaving Camp Lejeune and while they were deployed to the culturally complex 

and dangerous environment of Afghanistan.

MEB-A Stands Up
BGen Nicholson remembered the rather 

unique way in which his command began 
in late 2008. “On 17 December, General 
Hejlik [Commanding General, II Marine 
([SHGLWLRQDU\�)RUFH@�SXW�KLV�¿QJHU�LQ�P\�
chest and said, “Start forming the [2nd] 
MEB.” I think we started in earnest put-
ting the team together in January, and the 
interesting thing was [that] unlike a MEU, 

where you can look at other MEUs and 
¿JXUH�RXW�ZKDW�WKH\¶UH�GRLQJ��WKHUH¶V�QRW�
a real bright template to putting a MEB 
together. It is the proverbial blank sheet 
RI�SDSHU�WKDW�\RX¶UH�VWDULQJ�DW²ZKHUH�WKH�
forces are coming from, where the equip-
ment is coming from, what the mission 
is. So we built about a 250-man staff. We 
LGHQWL¿HG�YHU\�TXLFNO\�WKH�EDWWDOLRQV�ZH�
would be taking over: 1/5 [1st Battalion, 

5th Marines], 2/8 [2d Battalion, 8th 
Marines], 2d LAR [2d Light Armored 
Reconnaissance Battalion]. We would 
inherit 3/8 [3d Battalion, 8th Marines] 
that was already in [Afghanistan].

“The next part was the gear. That was 
WKH�KDUGHU�SLHFH��µ+H\��ZKDW�LV�LW"¶�µ,�GRQ¶W�
NQRZ��/RDG�LW��:H¶OO�VRUW�LW�RXW�ODWHU�¶�7KDW�
was very much the plan of the day, but 
ZH�KDG�DERXW�¿YH�VKLSV�WKDW�KDG�WR�JHW�
loaded and get sailing very, very quickly, 
EHFDXVH�WKHUH¶V�QR�VWUDLJKW�VKRW�WR�$IJKDQ�
istan. The ships had to leave Blount Island, 
DQG�WKH\�ZHUHQ¶W�DOORZHG�WR�JR�WR�.DUDFKL��
in Pakistan. They had to go to Fujairah, 
8$(� >8QLWHG�$UDE�(PLUDWHV@�� RIÀRDG�
there, where they were cross-decked into 
Pakistani freighters, and then the Pakistani 
freighters would take the gear into 
.DUDFKL�́

Marines with “Bravo” Co, 1st Bn, 5th Marine Regiment, conduct a security patrol through the Nawa District in Helmand Province, 

Afghanistan, Oct. 20, 2009.

2nd Marine Expeditionary Brigade 
Deploys to Afghanistan

AFGHANISTAN: 10 YEARS AGO
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By February 2009, LtGen Nicholson was 
in Kabul, Afghanistan, doing a site survey 
where he met with General David D. 
McKiernan, USA, who was the command-
er of the International Security Assistance 
Force (ISAF). 

“Marjah [Nad Ali District, Helmand 
Province] had been talked about exten-
sively as being the worst place and, for all 
intents and purposes, Marjah had seceded 
from the union is the best way I can say 
it,” Nicholson said.  “So I’m with General 
McKiernan, one on one, and I said, ‘Sir, 
if it’s the worst place, let us go there.’ 
And his answer was, ‘Larry, I can’t let 
you go there, because the elections are 
in August, and Marjah is going to be ex-
tremely kinetic. Marjah is going to be a 
KHOO�RI�D�¿JKW�¶�6R�ZH�ZHUH�WROG��µ+H\��
thank you for your interest in ISAF affairs, 
but you’re not going to Marjah. You can 
go anywhere you want, but don’t go to 
Marjah.’ So we ended up going to Nawa 
[District, Ghanzi Province] where there 
ZDV�SUHWW\�JRRG�¿JKWLQJ�́ �

The general returned to Camp Lejeune 
from the site survey and continued to plan. 
“We went into more detailed planning. At 
that point, we were ready to get into some 
mission analysis and look at the areas, and 
[we] formulated the plan of introduction 
of the force into the Helmand River valley. 
There was a rush to determine where the 
gear was going to come from. The infantry 
battalions didn’t come with their gear. 
They brought their personal weapons, but 
crew-served weapons, radios, COCs [com-
bat operations centers], trucks, MRAPs 
[mine-resistant ambush-protected ve-
hicles], those things were generated 
ecumenically, if you will, from throughout 
the Marine Corps. Everyone gave people, 
everyone gave gear, so there was a taxation 
on the Marine Corps. So we started load-
ing ships, literally, as we were forming it 
up in January. By late January, we’re load-
ing ships in Blount Island [Jacksonville, 
Fla.]. Gear is coming from all over.”

In May 2009, BGen Nicholson assumed 
authority of Marine battlespaces and forces 
in Helmand Province as the commanding 
general of Marine Expeditionary Brigade-
Afghanistan which later became known as 
MEB-A. During the same time period, the 
ISAF commander, GEN McKiernan was 
relieved by LtGen Stanley McChrystal, 
USA, whose special forces background 
gave him a different perspective on the 
¿JKW�LQ�$IJKDQLVWDQ���/W*HQ�0F&KU\VWDO�
released a new tactical directive which 
KDG�WKH�SRWHQWLDO�IRU�VLJQL¿FDQW�LPSDFW�
on upcoming MEB-A operations.

BGen Nicholson was initially con-
cerned. “Our guys were already in the 
¿HOG��2XU�JX\V�ZHUH�DOUHDG\�VWDJHG��WKH\�
were ready to go. As I sat there reading 

that thing over and over, where I knew that 
there was some trepidation out there in the 
ranks, so to speak. I came away feeling 
that the guidance we had already issued 
met the commander’s intent that GEN 
McChrystal was trying to get across in 
the document. So I went out to our forces 
and said, ‘No change. … We’re not going 
to do anything differently because our 
intent is not to go in there and kill a bunch 

of innocent people anyhow. Continue with 
the plan.’ You have to be very careful as a 
commander to temper that to make sure 
that you don’t take the aggressiveness out. 
One of the greatest things we have on 
young Marines is their aggressiveness, 
their ability, their willingness, their desire 
to make contact and dominate the enemy. 
You don’t want to do anything to mitigate 
that. You just want to do it smartly.”

Marines with 3rd Bn, 4th Marine Regiment, conduct combat operations in Now Zad, 

Afghanistan, during Operation Cobra’s Anger, Dec. 4, 2009. Operation Cobra’s Anger 

disrupted enemy supply lines and communication in Now Zad which was once a 

haven for Taliban forces.

Marines from Lima Co, 3rd Bn, 4th Marine Regiment, hand a pressure plate in the area 

of Now Zad, Afghanistan, to an explosive ordnance disposal technician, Dec. 8, 2009.
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Operation Khanjar 
(Strike of the Sword) 

In what was both the biggest operational 
Marine airlift since the Vietnam War and 
the largest Marine offensive since the 
%DWWOH�RI�)DOOXMDK�¿YH�\HDUV�HDUOLHU�� WKH�
0(%�HPEDUNHG�RQ�2SHUDWLRQ�.KDQMDU�E\�
DGYDQFLQJ�LQWR�+HOPDQG�3URYLQFH�LQ�HDUO\�
-XO\�������$FFRUGLQJ�WR�%*HQ�1LFKROVRQ��
“We didn’t surprise a whole lot of people 
ZKHQ�ZH�ZHQW�LQWR�*DUPVLU�DQG�1DZD��,�
WKLQN�KRZ�ZH�JRW�LQ��WKH�VSHHG��WKH�VL]H�RI�
the force going in and the speed at which 
ZH�EXLOW�XS�WKDW�FRPEDW�SRZHU�ZDV�YHU\�
much like an amphibious operation for 
XV��2QO\�LQVWHDG�RI�À\LQJ�RYHU�RFHDQ��ZH�
ZHUH�À\LQJ�RYHU�VDQG��
³7KHUH�ZDV�VRPH�SUHWW\�LQWHQVH�¿JKWLQJ�
RQ� WKH�¿UVW� FRXSOH� RI� GD\V�� ,� WKLQN� LQ�
*DUPVLU�� HVSHFLDOO\�� ZH� XQKLQJHG� DQ�
HQHP\�WKDW�ZDV�RQ�WKH�3%�OLQH�EHFDXVH�
ZH�JRW�EHKLQG�KLP��$QG�ZKDW�ZH�IRXQG�
RXW�LQ�1RZ�=DG�DQG�1DZD�DQG�*DUPVLU�
LV� WKDW�ZKHQ�\RX�JHW�EHKLQG�WKLV�OLQHDU�
HQHP\��\RX�XQKLQJH�WKHP�YHU\�TXLFNO\��
%HFDXVH�� OLNH�DQ\�OLQHDU�IURQW��QRERG\�
OLNHV� VRPHERG\� EHKLQG� WKHP�� DQG� ,�
think the threat of people in the rear was 
UHDOO\²WKH\�OHIW�D�ORW�RI�WKLQJV�ULJKW�WKHUH�
LQ�WKHLU�KROHV��7KHUH�ZHUH�D�ORW�RI�ZHDSRQV�
and caches and supplies that were just 
DEDQGRQHG�DV�WKH\�WRRN�RII��

Above: Sgt Jason Swofford, Bravo Co, 1st Bn, 5th Marine Regiment, takes a security 

halt during a patrol through the Nawa District in Helmand Province, Afghanistan, 

Oct. 20, 2009.

Marines assigned to 1/5 conduct a security patrol through Nawa District, Helmand Province, Afghanistan, on Oct. 20, 2009. Security 

patrols were conducted to decrease insurgent activity and gain the trust of the Afghan people.
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³0DQ\�RI�WKH�HQHP\�ZH�ZHUH�¿JKWLQJ��
ZH�HQGHG�XS�KLULQJ��,�DP�D�ELJ�VXEVFULEHU�
WR�WKH�ELJ�7��OLWWOH�7�WKHRU\�WKDW�SUREDEO\����
SHUFHQW�RI�WKH�7DOLEDQ�DUH�WKH�ELJ�7�JX\V��
RU�WKH�LGHRORJXHV�RU�WKH�LUUHFRQFLODEOHV��
<RX¶UH�QHYHU�JRLQJ�WR�FRQYLQFH�WKHP��1R�
DPRXQW�RI�UHDVRQLQJ�����WKH\�DUH�JRLQJ�WR�
EH�RXW�WKHUH�WR�EH�NLOOHG�RU�FDSWXUHG��%XW�
���SHUFHQW�RI�WKHVH�JX\V�DUH�SUREDEO\�WKH�
HFRQRPLF�7DOLEDQ��WKH�OXQFK�SDLO�7DOLEDQ��
WKH�JX\V�ZKR�DUH�ZRUNLQJ�IRU�¿YH��VL[�
EXFNV�D�GD\��,�WKLQN�WKH\�FDQ�EH�FR�RSWHG�
YHU\�HDVLO\��7KH\�KDYH�QRZKHUH� WR�JR��
7KH\¶UH�QRW�PRYLQJ�DQ\ZKHUH��7KH\�JR�
KRPH�HYHU\�QLJKW��DQG�LI�WKH�DUHD�WKH\¶UH�
OLYLQJ�LQ�DOO�RI�D�VXGGHQ�LV�XQGHU�$IJKDQ�
FRQWURO��ZHOO�� WKHQ�WKH\¶OO�SUREDEO\�JHW�
DORQJ�� 7KH\� SUREDEO\� ZLOO� ZRUN� ZLWK�
ZKRHYHU¶V�LQ�FKDUJH�ORFDOO\��EXW�HVSHFLDOO\�
LI�WKH\�FDQ�WDNH�D�SD\FKHFN�KRPH��7KH\�
KDYH�QR� UHDO� LGHRORJLFDO�EHQW� WR� WKHP��
EXW�LQ�WKLV�3DVKWXQZDOL�FXOWXUH��WKH\�ZLOO�
UHVSRQG�WR�ZKRHYHU�WKH�ELJJHVW�GRJ�LV��
DQG�LI�WKH�ELJJHVW�GRJ�LV�WKH�0DULQHV�RU�
WKH�$IJKDQ�$UP\�RU�WKH�7DOLEDQ��WKH\¶OO�
UHVSRQG�DFFRUGLQJO\��
³,�WKLQN�DV�WKH�VXQ�ZHQW�GRZQ�RQ���-XO\��
ZH�ZHUH�WKULOOHG��DEVROXWHO\�WKULOOHG��:H�
ZHUH�DEVROXWHO\�VWXQQHG�LQ�VRPH�ZD\V�
WKDW�ZH� KDG� EHHQ� DEOH� WR� SXOO� RII� WKH�
ODUJHVW�KHORERUQH�RS�VLQFH�9LHWQDP�DQG�
GR�LW�VXFFHVVIXOO\�DQG�JHW�LQ��%XW�WKDW�ZDV�
RQO\�WKH�VWDUW�RI�WKH�SUREOHP��EHFDXVH�WKH�
WHPSHUDWXUHV�ZHUH�DERXW�����>GHJUHHV@��
DQG�,�ZDV�DW�WKDW�SRLQW�PRUH�FRQFHUQHG�
DERXW�KHDW�FDVXDOWLHV�WKDQ�,�ZDV��IUDQNO\��
DERXW�WKH�7DOLEDQ��,�NQHZ�ZH�FRXOG�KDQGOH�
WKH�7DOLEDQ�́

Equipping the MEB In Country
%*HQ�1LFKROVRQ¶V�FRQFHUQV�ZLWK�HTXLS�
SLQJ�WKH�0(%¶V�0DULQHV�FRQWLQXHG�ZHOO�
LQWR� WKH� GHSOR\PHQW� DQG� WKH� VWDUW� RI�
2SHUDWLRQ�.KDQMDU��³:H�FURVVHG�WKH�OLQH�
RI�GHSDUWXUH�>/'@�ZLWK����SHUFHQW�RI�RXU�
JHDU��7KHUH�ZDV�D�ORW�RI�WHHWK�VXFNLQJ��:H�
ORVW�VLJKW�RI�JHDU�ZKHQ�LW�ZHQW�WR�.DUDFKL��
HYHQ�WKRXJK�LW�KDG�LGHQWL¿FDWLRQ�WDJV�DQG�
WKH\�ZHUH�VXSSRVHGO\�VFDQQHG��WKH�3DN�
LVWDQLV�ZHUHQ¶W�GRLQJ�WKDW��6R�ZLWK�WKRVH�
LGHQWL¿FDWLRQ�WDJV��ZH�ORVW�FRQWURO��,W�ZDV�
3DNLVWDQL� FRQWUDFWRUV�� 7KHUH� ZHUH� QR�
$PHULFDQV�LQ�.DUDFKL��DQG�ZH�ZHUH�YHU\�
PXFK�DW�WKH�PHUF\�RI�WKH�3DNLVWDQLV�WR�VHH�
ZKDW�ZDV�VKRZLQJ�XS�HYHU\�GD\��6RPH�
WKLQJV� VKRZHG� XS� LPPHGLDWHO\�� VRPH�
WKLQJV�WRRN�WKUHH�PRQWKV��:H�KDG�H[SHFWHG�
���SHUFHQW�ORVV��:H�SUREDEO\�KDG�OHVV�WKDQ�
��SHUFHQW�ORVV��0RVW�RI�WKH�JHDU�PDGH�LW��
DQG�YHU\�OLWWOH�GDPDJH�ZDV�LQÀLFWHG��:H�
ZHUH� HYHU\� GD\� FRXQWLQJ� KRZ� PDQ\�
+00:9V�� KRZ�PDQ\�05$3V�� KRZ�
PDQ\�0795V��VHYHQ�WRQV�>ZH�KDG@��$QG�
ZH�ZHUH�YHU\�PXFK�EHWWLQJ�RQ�WKH�IDFW�
WKDW�WKHUH�ZRXOG�EH�D�FRQWLQXRXV�ÀRZ�RI�
HTXLSPHQW�RYHU�WKH�UHVW�RI�-XO\�DQG�$XJXVW��

%XW�ZH�ZHUH�DW�D�UD]RU�WKLQ�PDUJLQ� LQ�
WHUPV�RI�JHDU��JHWWLQJ�WKH�HTXLSPHQW�DQG�
WKH�PDWHULHO��DQG�ZH�PDGH�WKDW�GHFLVLRQ�
SUREDEO\�RQ�DERXW����-XQH��
³:H�KDG�RXU�¿QDO�ZRUNRXWV��DQG�ZH�
VORWWHG�WKH�WDEOH�DQG�VDLG��³2ND\��HYHU\�
ERG\¶V�JUHHQ�́ �1RERG\�KDG�ZKDW� WKH\�
ZDQWHG��EXW�ZH�KDG�ZKDW�ZH�WKRXJKW�ZH�
QHHGHG�WR�DW�OHDVW�JHW�DVKRUH��2QH�RI�WKH�
GULYLQJ�IDFWRUV�KHUH�ZDV�WKH�HOHFWLRQV�LQ�
$XJXVW�������:H�KDG�WR�JHW�LQ��2QH�RI�
WKH�LPSOLHG�WDVNV�ZDV�WR�JHW�LQ�DQG�VWDUW�
VHWWLQJ�XS�WKH�FRQGLWLRQV�WKDW�ZRXOG�DOORZ�
IRU�HOHFWLRQV�LQ�VRPH�RI�WKHVH�DUHDV�WKDW��
IUDQNO\��KDG�EHHQ�XQGHU�7DOLEDQ�FRQWURO�
IRU�PDQ\�\HDUV�́

The Brits
%ULWLVK�IRUFHV�KDG�RFFXSLHG�PXFK�RI�WKH�
VDPH�EDWWOHVSDFH�DV�WKH�QHZO\�DUULYLQJ�
0(%� DQG� KDG� HVWDEOLVKHG� D� GLIIHUHQW�
SUHVHQFH� WKDQ� ZKDW� %*HQ� 1LFKROVRQ�
KRSHG�IRU�ZLWK�WKH�0(%��
³,�WKRXJKW�WKH�%ULWV�IRXJKW�H[FHSWLRQDOO\�

ZHOO��EXW�WKH\�KDYH�D�OLWWOH�ELW�GLIIHUHQW�
PHWKRGRORJ\�WKDQ�ZH�GR��,�WKLQN�WKH�%ULWV�
ZHUH�JDUULVRQHG�LQ�VPDOOHU�XQLWV��7KH\�
KDG��LQ�PDQ\�FDVHV��VTXDG�DQG�SODWRRQ�
VL]H�XQLWV�HYHU\ZKHUH��,�WKLQN�WKDW�ZKDW�
WKDW�WDNHV�DZD\�IURP�\RX²DQG�ZH�ZHUH�
YHU\� KDUG� RQ� SODWRRQ�VL]H� ORFDWLRQV��
7KHUH¶V�D�JRRG�UHDVRQ�IRU�KDYLQJ�D�SODWRRQ�
E\�LWVHOI��DQG�����WKHUH¶V�VRPH�FULWHULD�WKDW�
,�ZRXOG�UHTXLUH�EHIRUH�ZH�ZRXOG�DOORZ�D�
SODWRRQ�WR�EH�E\�LWVHOI��2QH��WKDW�\RX¶YH�
JRW�$IJKDQ�SROLF\��WZR��WKDW�\RX¶YH�JRW�
$IJKDQ�$UP\��DQG�WKUHH��WKDW�\RX�KDYH�
VRPH�ORFDO�VXSSRUW�� ,I�\RX¶UH� LQ�D�)RUW�
$SDFKH�W\SH�VFHQDULR��D�SODWRRQ�GRHVQ¶W�
PDNH�DQ\�VHQVH�EHFDXVH��DW�WKDW�SRLQW��DOO�
\RX¶UH�DEOH� WR�GR�LV�SUHWW\�ZHOO�GHIHQG�
\RXUVHOI��<RX� FDQ¶W� UHDOO\� GR�PXFK�RI�
DQ\WKLQJ��)UDQNO\��ZH�FORVHG�VRPH�)2%V�
WKDW�ZH�KDG� WDNHQ�RYHU� IURP� WKH�%ULWV�
EHFDXVH�WKH\�ZHUH�LQ�D�)RUW�$SDFKH�W\SH�
VFHQDULR��%XW�LI�\RX�FDQ¶W�JHQHUDWH�FRPEDW�
SRZHU�DQG�\RX�FDQ¶W� UHDJJUHJDWH�\RXU�
IRUFH�WR�EH�DEOH�WR�JR�GR�VRPHWKLQJ��\RX�

LCpl Daniel Vilalobos, B/1/5, crosses a stream during a security patrol in Nawa District 

of Helmand Province, Afghanistan, Oct. 20, 2009. The battalion was a combat element 

of Regimental Combat Team 3 which conducted counterinsurgency operations in 

partnership with Afghan National Security Forces in southern Afghanistan.
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¿QG�\RXUVHOI�HVVHQWLDOO\� LPSULVRQHG�LQ�
WKHVH�VPDOO�OLWWOH�&23V�XS�DQG�GRZQ�WKH�
+HOPDQG�5LYHU�YDOOH\��ZKHUH�WKH�HQHP\�
KDV�DOO�WKH�DGYDQWDJH�LQ�WKH�ZRUOG�EHFDXVH�
KH¶V�JRW�\RX�VXUURXQGHG��DQG�KH¶V�JRW�\RX�
SLQQHG�GRZQ��DQG�\RX¶UH�DEOH�WR�DFFRP�
SOLVK�OLWWOH�WR�QRWKLQJ��
³0\�VHQVH�ZDV�WKDW�WKHUH�ZHUH�D�QXPEHU�
RI�VPDOO�%ULWLVK�>RXWSRVWV@� WKDW�IUDQNO\�
WKH\�KDG�LQKHULWHG�IURP�SUHYLRXV�URWDWLRQV��
,�GRQ¶W�WKLQN�QHFHVVDULO\�P\�FRXQWHUSDUWV�
ZDQWHG�WR�EH�ODLG�RXW�OLNH�WKDW��,�WKLQN�WKDW�
WKH\�LQKHULWHG�VRPH�RI�WKHVH�VLWXDWLRQV��
ZKHUH�WKH�OD\�GRZQ�ZDV�VRPHWKLQJ�WKDW�
KDG�EHHQ�GRQH�RYHU�SUHYLRXV�\HDUV�� ,Q�
FRQWUDVW��WKH�&RPPDQGDQW�RI�WKH�0DULQH�
&RUSV��-DPHV�7��&RQZD\��ZKHQ�KH�FDPH�
WR�YLVLW��KH�WDONHG�WR�*HQHUDO�0XKD\DGLQ�
*KRUL��DQG�0XKD\DGLQ�ZDV�UDYLQJ�DERXW�
WKH�UHODWLRQV�ZLWK�WKH�0DULQHV��DERXW�KRZ�
ZHOO�WKH\�JRW�DORQJ��+H�PDGH�D�FRPPHQW�
WKDW�*HQHUDO�&RQZD\�FDUULHG�EDFN�DQG�
XVHG�DV�RQH�RI�KLV�WDONLQJ�SRLQWV��:KDW�
0XKD\DGLQ�VDLG�LV��µ<RX�NQRZ�WKH�UHDVRQ�
,� ORYH� WKH�0DULQHV��*HQHUDO�&RQZD\"�
%HFDXVH� WKH\� GULQN� RXW� RI� WKH� VDPH�
FDQWHHQ�DV�P\�VROGLHUV��DQG�QRW�HYHU\RQH�
GRHV� WKDW�¶� ,� WKLQN� WKDW�� LQ� D� QXWVKHOO��
FDSWXUHV�WKH�GLIIHUHQFH��,I�\RX�JR�LQWR�D�
0DULQH�&23�LQ�WKH�+HOPDQG�5LYHU�YDOOH\��
LQ�PRVW�FDVHV��WKH�$IJKDQV�DQG�WKH�0D�
ULQHV�DUH�OLYLQJ�WKH�VDPH��7KHUH�DUH�QRW�

WZR�VWDQGDUGV�� ,Q�PDQ\�FDVHV�� WKH\¶UH�
OLYLQJ�WRJHWKHU�� ,� WKLQN�����DQG�����IRU�
0DUMDK��DQG�WKH�FRPSOHWH�LPPHUVLRQ��WKH�
FRPSOHWH�SXWWLQJ�$IJKDQ�VROGLHUV�LQWR�RXU�
VTXDGV��ZKHUH�HYHU\�VTXDG�KDG�D�¿UHWHDP�
RI�$IJKDQV��,W¶V�QRW�WKH�SUHIHUUHG�PHWK�
RGRORJ\�RI�GRLQJ�LW��EXW�LW�ZDV�QHFHVVDU\�
DW�WKH�WLPH�EHFDXVH�WKHVH�ZHUH�UHFUXLWV�
WKDW�ZH�JRW��:H�ZHUH�KRSLQJ�IRU�VRPH�
FUDFN�$IJKDQ�FRPEDW�XQLWV�WR�FRPH�GRZQ�
IURP�RWKHU�SDUWV�RI�WKH�FRXQWU\�WR�MRLQ�XV��
:H�JRW�FRPSDQLHV�RI�UHFUXLWV�ZLWK�OHVV�
WKDQ�WKUHH�ZHHNV�WR�WUDLQ�WKHP�DQG�LQ�
WHJUDWH�WKHP�LQWR�WKH�FRPEDW�IRUPDWLRQ��
7KH\�GLGQ¶W�UHDOO\�KDYH�DQ\�RI�WKHLU�RZQ�
RI¿FHUV��RU�QRW�PDQ\��7KH\�ZHUH�QRW�DEOH�
WR�IXQFWLRQ�LQGHSHQGHQWO\��6R�KRZ�GR�\RX�
GR�WKDW"�7KH�GHFLVLRQ�ZDV�ZH�QHHGHG�WR�
LQWHJUDWH�WKHP�DW�WKH�ORZHVW�SRVVLEOH�OHYHO��
DQG�WKDW�ZDV�WKH�VTXDG�OHYHO�́

Female Engagement Teams
7KH�0(%¶V�H[SHULPHQW�RI�FUHDWLQJ�DQG�
HPSOR\LQJ�WHDPV�RI�IHPDOH�0DULQHV�WR�
HQJDJH�WKH�ORFDO�SRSXODFH�SURYHG�WR�EH�D�
UHVRXQGLQJ�VXFFHVV��³<RX�JR�WR�.DEXO��
\RX�VHH�ZRPHQ��<RX�JR�WR�/DVKNDU�*DK��
\RX� VHH� ZRPHQ�� $Q\WKLQJ� RXWVLGH� RI�
/DVKNDU�*DK�DQG�+HOPDQG��\RX�GRQ¶W�VHH�
ZRPHQ��<RX�GRQ¶W�VHH�WKHP�LQ�'HODUDP�
>'LVWULFW��ZHVWHUQ�$IJKDQLVWDQ@��<RX�FHU�
WDLQO\�GRQ¶W�VHH�WKHP�LQ�%DKUDP�6KDK��,�

PHDQ��\RX�GRQ¶W�HYHQ�VHH�WKHP��,¶P�QRW�
WDONLQJ�DERXW�GHDOLQJ�ZLWK�WKHP��\RX�GRQ¶W�
VHH�WKHP��7KH\�GRQ¶W�VKRS��:RPHQ�DUH�
VR�LVRODWHG�DQG�VR�SURWHFWHG��EXW�VKHOWHUHG�
DQG�KLGGHQ��:H�KDG�D�3DVKWXQ�ZRPDQ�
FDOOHG�>+DOL�-LODQL@��6KH�OLYHV�LQ�$OH[DQ�
GULD��>DQ@�$PHULFDQ�FLWL]HQ��EXW�3DVKWXQ�
DQG�VSHQW�D�ORW�RI�WLPH�LQ�$IJKDQLVWDQ��
:H�KDG�VRPH�YHU\�WDOHQWHG�FLYLO�DIIDLUV�
IRONV��:H� MXVW� KDG� D� SHUIHFW� VWRUP� RI�
RSSRUWXQLW\�WKHUH�WR�SXW�WRJHWKHU�VRPH�
WHDPV�WR�JR�RXW�DQG�H[SHULPHQW��
³7KH�)(7�ZDV�DQ�H[SHULPHQW��:H�KDG�
VRPH�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�WR�WDNH�VRPH�VPDOO�
WHDPV�RI�ZRPHQ��SXW�WKHP�RXW�WKHUH�LQ�
DUHDV�WKDW�UHFHQWO\�KDG�EHHQ�FRQWHVWHG��
DQG�MXVW�VWDUWHG�HQJDJLQJ��VHHLQJ�ZKDW�
WKH�RWKHU����SHUFHQW�RI�WKH�SRSXODWLRQ�ZDV�
WKLQNLQJ��:H�VWDUWHG�ZLWK�+DOL�-LODQL�DQG�
VRPH�RI�WKH�ZRPHQ��0DVWHU�6HUJHDQW�-XOLD�
/��:DWVRQ��DQG�ZH�GLG�VRPH�H[SHULPHQWV��
:H�OLWHUDOO\�NQRFNHG�RQ�VRPH�KDWFKHV��
NQRFNHG�RQ�VRPH�FRPSRXQG�GRRUV��DQG�
ZHQW� LQ�� >+DOL¶V@� SUHWW\� VWURQJ�� 6KH¶G�
WKURZ�WKH�PHQ�RXW�DQG�WKH\�ZHUH�YHU\�
GRFLOH��WKH�PHQ�ZRXOG�DOO�OHDYH��7KH\¶G�
VLW�WKHUH�ZLWK������������ZRPHQ�LQ�D�FRP�
SRXQG��ZRPHQ�DQG�JLUOV��7KH\¶G�GULQN�
WHD�DQG�WKH\�ZRXOG�MXVW�FKDW�IRU�KRXUV��,W�
ZDV�QRW�DQ�LQWHO�JDWKHULQJ�RUJDQL]DWLRQ��
QRW�GHVLJQHG�IRU�WKDW��EXW�\RX�FDQ¶W�KHOS�
EXW�FRPH�RXW�RI�WKHUH�ZLWK�VRPH�DWPRV�

Gen James Conway, 34th Commandant of the Marine Corps, talks with Marines of 1st Bn, 5th Marine Regiment at Patrol Base Jaker, 

Nawa District, Helmand Province, Afghanistan, on Aug. 24, 2009. The Marines were deployed with RCT-3.
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pherics as to what’s going on and what 
do you think. What are the men saying? 
What’s the perception of the community? 
And I think those things are important. 

“We also found that the FET team was 
exceptionally good at working with men, 
with Afghan men. Afghan men were much 
less reticent about coming up and telling 
our women any number of things. We saw 
a tremendous opportunity for growth here, 
and we started taking volunteers to take 
them to an FET academy, and Colonel 
Edward Yarnell did a great job of kind 
of taking the lead on that with Master 
Sergeant Watson. Probably once a month, 
we’d have a class of volunteers. Women 
would raise their hands. We worked it 
OLNH�D�YROXQWHHU�¿UH�GHSDUWPHQW� WKLQJ��
where we would train women from the 
MLG [Marine logistics group], from the 
$&(��SXOO�WKHP�RXW�RI�WKH�ÀLJKW�OLQH��IURP�
headquarters, and when we needed a team 
to go to Now Zad or Khan Neshin or 
Marjah, we’d ring the bell and see who’s 
available. Send a mass email out saying 
we need 10, and for 10 [spots] we’d have 
100 volunteers. We’d pick 10 and we’d 
take them out two or three weeks at a 
time, and then we’d bring them back 
DQG�OHW�WKHP�JR�EDFN�WR�WKH�ÀLJKW�OLQH�RU�
supply warehouse or wherever. But while 
they were there, they were doing great 
jobs. They were working in the schools. 
They were out every day. They were not 
sheltered. They were going out and we just 
saw great potential. I had several female 
Marines tell me, ‘Hey, sir, if I could do 
this for the rest of my career, I’d sign up 
tomorrow. If I could do this forever, this 
is what I’d like to do.’

Lessons Learned
BGen Nicholson was effusive in his 

praise of his Marines and Sailors whose 
dedication and courage were crucial to 
its success from the MEB’s initial stand 
up to its return to the United States. “One 
of the more amazing things about the 
deployment had nothing to do, frankly, 
with Afghanistan. It had to do with the 
ability of our Marine Corps to put together 
such a large, disparate force, with units 
coming from all four divisions, all four 
wings. Hell, we didn’t even settle on a 
name until we were about done. And 
effectively introducing that force into 
VXVWDLQHG��VLJQL¿FDQW�FRPEDW�RSHUDWLRQV�
in early July when much of it was forming 

LQ�0DUFK��$SULO� ����JHDU�VWLOO�ÀRZLQJ������
Bringing that size force in from all over 
the world ... and in a very short period of 
time being able to make sure everybody 
was on the same page. And we trained 
hard for a very short period of time, and 
we trained in country. It was a challenge to 
put that team together and it was a tribute 
to that team, and really a tribute to our 
Corps, that we are able to composite a 
force from throughout the world, with 
a bunch of relative strangers, put them 
together and in a few short weeks—put 
WKHP�LQ�VXVWDLQHG��YHU\�GLI¿FXOW�FRPEDW�
situations and have them succeed. That is 
probably what I am most proud of—being 
a part of that.”

Marines assigned to 2nd Bn, 8th Marine Regiment, RCT-3, patrol through Afghanistan’s southern Helmand Province during 

Operation Khanjar.

Marines with Lima Co, 3rd Bn, 8th Marine Regiment, conduct a local security patrol in 

the abandoned village of Now Zad, Helmand Province, Afghanistan, April 12, 2009.
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SEA STORY 
OF THE MONTH

You’re Welcome, 
Comrade
2QH�¿QH�VSULQJ�GD\��,�
IRXQG�P\VHOI�LQ�D�JUHDW�SODFH�
WR�UXQ�LQWR�0DULQHV��RXU�ORFDO�
:DOPDUW��$V�DOZD\V��,�ZDV�
ZHDULQJ�D�UHG�0DULQH�&RUSV�
FRYHU��$V�,�ZDV�EURZVLQJ�WKH�
QHZ�PRYLHV��DQ�ROGHU�ZRPDQ�
DSSURDFKHG�PH��VDZ�P\�KDW��
DQG�VDLG��³7KDQN�\RX�IRU�
\RXU�VHUYLFH�́ �,�UHSOLHG��
³<RX¶UH�ZHOFRPH�́ �6KH�WKHQ�
DGGHG��³,W¶V�EHFDXVH�RI�
SHRSOH�OLNH�\RX�WKDW�ZH¶UH�QRW�
VSHDNLQJ�5XVVLDQ�́ �,�ZLVKHG�
KHU�D�¿QH�GD\��
,�GLGQ¶W�KDYH�WKH�KHDUW�WR�
WHOO�KHU�WKDW�,�DP�D�WHDFKHU�RI�
5XVVLDQ�ODQJXDJH�DQG�KDYH�
EHHQ�IRU�FORVH�WR����\HDUV�

Eric Hood
Franklin, N.J.

Mama Was Speechless
6RPH�\HDUV�DJR��RQH�RI�
WKH�JRRG�JX\V�LQ�RXU�FXO�GH�
VDF��&HFLO��VDZ�P\�0DULQH�
DQG�9LHWQDP�GHFDOV�RQ�P\�
WUXFN�DQG�WROG�PH�D�VWRU\�
DERXW�KLV�VRQ�MRLQLQJ�WKH�
0DULQHV�LQ�WKH�����V��+LV�
ZLIH�ZDQWHG�WKHLU�VRQ�WR�
DWWHQG�FROOHJH�DIWHU�KLV�KLJK�
VFKRRO�JUDGXDWLRQ�EXW�KLV�
VRQ�JUDGXDWHG�DQG�UDQ�RII�
DQG�MRLQHG�WKH�0DULQHV�
+LV�PRWKHU�ZDV�UHDOO\�
PDG��7KH�\RXQJ�PDQ�ZHQW�
WKURXJK�3DUULV�,VODQG�ERRW�
FDPS��WKHQ�WKH�,QIDQWU\�
5HJLPHQW�DW�&DPS�*HLJHU�
EHIRUH�JRLQJ�KRPH�RQ�OHDYH��
$V�WKH�WKUHH�RI�WKHP�ZHUH�
VLWWLQJ�LQ�WKH�OLYLQJ�URRP�
FKDWWLQJ��KLV�PRWKHU��VWLOO�
H[WUHPHO\�SHHYHG�DERXW�KLV�
GHFLVLRQ��VDLG�WR�KHU�VRQ�LQ�D�
VDUFDVWLF�WRQH�RI�YRLFH��³6R��
GLG�WKH�0DULQHV�WHDFK�\RX�
KRZ�WR�¿JKW"´�+H�VDLG��³1R��
0DPD��7KH\�WDXJKW�PH�KRZ�
WR�NLOO�́ �0DPD�ZDV�
VSHHFKOHVV�

Bruce Crow
USMC, 1965-1969

Midlothian, Va.

Snappy Salute
:KLOH�VHUYLQJ�ZLWK�
0$*����DW�0&$6�&DPS�
3HQGOHWRQ�LQ�ODWH�������,�
ZDONHG�DFURVV�WKH�SDUDGH�
GHFN�QHDU�WKH�KHDGTXDUWHUV�
EXLOGLQJ�ZLWK�D�IULHQG�
QDPHG�$OOHQ��,�ZDV�RQ�
$OOHQ¶V�OHIW�DV�ZH�ZDONHG�
&RPLQJ�WRZDUG�XV�ZDV�
D�VHFRQG�OLHXWHQDQW�DQG�DV�
ZH�QHDUHG��$OOHQ�DQG�,�ERWK�
JDYH�D�VQDSS\�VDOXWH�DQG�DQ�
H[XEHUDQW��³*RRG�DIWHUQRRQ��
6LU�´�7KH�WKLQJ�LV��EHLQJ�RQ�
$OOHQ¶V�OHIW�DQG�DSSUHFLDWLQJ�
V\PPHWU\�DV�,�GR��$OOHQ�
VDOXWHG�ZLWK�KLV�ULJKW�
KDQG�DQG�,��P\�OHIW��$V�ZH�
FRQWLQXHG�RQ��,�ORRNHG�RYHU�
P\�VKRXOGHU�RQO\�WR�VHH�WKH�
QRZ�EHIXGGOHG�OLHXWHQDQW�
VWRS��ORRN�GRZQ�DW�HDFK�RI�
KLV�KDQGV��VKDNH�KLV�KHDG�
DQG�VKUXJ�KLV�VKRXOGHUV�
,�PHDQW�QR�GLVUHVSHFW�EXW�,�
KDG�D�EDG�KDELW�RI�SOD\IXOO\�
PHVVLQJ�ZLWK�OLHXWHQDQWV��
7KDQNIXOO\��PRVW�ZHUH�
HDV\JRLQJ�URWRU�MRFNV�DQG�
WRRN�LW�DOO�LQ�VWULGH��WKXV�
HQVXULQJ�WKDW�,�NHSW�P\�UDQN

Hugh Noble
Wood River, Ill.

And the Paint Fight 
Ensued
,�ZDV�ZLWK�WKH�QHZO\�
PRYHG�6FKRROV�%DWWDOLRQ�
DW�7ZHQW\QLQH�3DOPV��
&DOLI���LQ�������,�KDG�MXVW�
UHWXUQHG�IURP�OHDYH�DQG�
ZDV�LQIRUPHG�WKDW�ZH�KDG�
DQ�,QVSHFWRU�*HQHUDO��,*��
LQVSHFWLRQ�FRPLQJ�XS�LQ�D�
FRXSOH�ZHHNV��:H�ZHUH�WROG�
WR�FOHDQ��SDLQW�DQG�GR�DQ\�
UHSDLUV�QHHGHG�WR�KDYH�RXU�
ELOOHWLQJ�DUHD�VKLSVKDSH�IRU�
WKH�,*�EXW�ZH�ZHUH�QRW�JLYHQ�
DQ\�VXSSOLHV�WR�DFFRPSOLVK�
RXU�PLVVLRQ�
:H�ZHUH�DOO�LQVWUXFWRUV�LQ�
EDVLF�HOHFWURQLFV�DQG�ZHUH�
FKRVHQ�DV�LQVWUXFWRUV�IRU�
RXU�DELOLWLHV�WR�WHDFK��2QH�
LQVWUXFWRU�YROXQWHHUHG�WR�
REWDLQ�SDLQW��RQH�WR�REWDLQ�
SDLQW�EUXVKHV��VFUXE�EUXVKHV�
DQG�FOHDQLQJ�VXSSOLHV�DQG�

DQRWKHU�WR�REWDLQ�D�SDLQW�
VSUD\HU��ZLWK�RXU�SRROHG�
PRQH\��WR�VDYH�XV�WLPH��
:H�ZHQW�WR�WKH�IHQFH�DW�WKH�
HOHFWURQLF�VFKRROV�DUHD�DQG�
REWDLQHG�EUXVKHV�WR�FOHDQ�
DQG�WR�SDLQW��7ZR���JDOORQ�
SDLQW�EXFNHWV�ZHUH�REWDLQHG�
IURP�WKH�VXSSO\�GHSRW��YLD�D�
GULYH�XS�DQG�JUDE�DSSURDFK��
%XQN�EHGV�EHFDPH�ODGGHUV�
DQG�WKH�ZRUN�EHJDQ�
7KLQJV�ZHQW�WRR�ZHOO��7KH�
EXQN�EHG�FROODSVHG�DV�WKH�
FHLOLQJ�ZDV�EHLQJ�SDLQWHG�
DQG�WKH�SDLQWHU�ORVW�FRQWURO�
RI�WKH�VSUD\HU�DV�KH�IHOO�DQG�
VSUD\HG�RQH�RI�WKH�RWKHU�
LQVWUXFWRUV�KHDG�WR�WRH�LQ�WKH�

SURFHVV��7KDW�VHW�RII�D�SDLQW�
¿JKW��:H�KDG�D�JUHDW�WLPH�
IRU�VHYHUDO�PLQXWHV�XQWLO�
UHDOLW\�KLW��:H�KDG�D�PHVV�
WR�GHDO�ZLWK��:H�¿QLVKHG�
FOHDQLQJ�XS�LQ�WLPH�WR�SXW�
RQ�RXU�GUHVV�JUHHQV�DQG�
HQVXUH�RXU�ZDOO�ORFNHUV�DQG�
IRRWORFNHUV�ZHUH�UHDG\��:H�
ZHUH�LQ�IRUPDWLRQ�ULJKW�RQ�
WLPH�ZLWK�YHU\�OLWWOH�VOHHS�
7KH�,*�VWXFN�KLV�KHDG�
LQ�WKH�GRRU�WR�RXU�ELOOHWLQJ�
DUHD�DQG�WKHQ�ZDONHG�RQ��
:H�ZHUH�VRPHZKDW�OHW�
GRZQ��WR�VD\�WKH�OHDVW��E\�
WKH�EULHI�LQVSHFWLRQ��EXW�ZH�
ODXJKHG�IRU�ZHHNV�DERXW�
WKH�SDLQW�¿JKW��2K�\HDK��WKH�
VXSSO\�VHUJHDQW�ZDV�D�OLWWOH�
WLFNHG�DQG�FRQIXVHG�DERXW�

WKH�PLVVLQJ�EUXVKHV��7KH�
0DULQH�&RUSV�KDG�WDXJKW�XV�
WR�LPSURYLVH�DQG�PDNH�GR�
ZLWK�ZKDW�ZH�KDG�

Sgt Howard E. Johnson
Elk River, Minn.

Senior Marine Was 
Lowest Ranking
,Q�������,�ZDV�D�VWDII�
VHUJHDQW�DQG�QRQFRP�
PLVVLRQHG�RI¿FHU�LQ�FKDUJH�
RI�WKH�0DULQH�6HFXULW\�
*XDUG��06*���8�6��
(PEDVV\�7HKUDQ��,UDQ�
7KHUH�ZDV�D�8�6��0LOLWDU\�
$VVLVWDQFH�0LVVLRQ�KHDGHG�
E\�DQ�$UP\�PDMRU�JHQHUDO�
KHDGTXDUWHUHG�MXVW�RXWVLGH�
7HKUDQ��7KH\�ZHUH�VRPH�
GLVWDQFH�IURP�WKH�HPEDVV\�
VR�ZH�06*V�UDUHO\�KDG�DQ\�
LQWHUIDFH�ZLWK�WKH�PLVVLRQ�
H[FHSW�WR�RFFDVLRQDOO\�XVH�
WKHLU�3;�
<RX�FDQ�XQGHUVWDQG�P\�
VXUSULVH�RQH�PRUQLQJ�ZKHQ�
,�UHFHLYHG�D�QRWH�IURP�WKH�
JHQHUDO¶V�DLGH�WKDW�,�ZDV�
WR�DSSHDU�DW�WKH�JHQHUDO¶V�
TXDUWHUV�RQ�6DWXUGD\�WZR�
ZHHNV�DZD\�DW������IRU�D�
UHFHSWLRQ��7KH�UHFHSWLRQ�
ZDV�WR�VWDUW�DW�������DQG�WKH�
GUHVV�ZDV�6HUYLFH�'UHVV�³$´�
ZLWK�PHGDOV²GUHVV�EOXHV�
DQG�WHQQLV�VKRHV�ZLWK�D�OLJKW�
FRDW�RI�RLO�DV�ZH�XVHG�WR�VD\�
,�ZHQW�QH[W�GRRU�WR�WKH�
GHIHQVH�DWWDFKp¶V�RI¿FH�WR�
¿QG�RXW�LI�WKH\�NQHZ�ZKDW�
LW�ZDV�DOO�DERXW��7KH\�GLG��
,W�VHHPV�WKDW�WKH�JHQHUDO�
ZDV�JRLQJ�WR�KRVW�DQ�$UPHG�
)RUFHV�'D\�UHFHSWLRQ��DQG�,�
ZDV�WR�EH�WKHUH��7KH�JHQHUDO�
ZDQWHG�DOO�WKH�VHUYLFHV�
UHSUHVHQWHG�IRU�WKH�RFFDVLRQ�
,�DUULYHG�DW������DV�
GLUHFWHG�DQG�DERXW������WKH�
UHFHSWLRQ�OLQH�ZDV�IRUPHG�
E\�UDQN��$QG�WKHUH�,�ZDV�DW�
WKH�HQG�RI�WKH�UHFHSWLRQ�OLQH��
WKH�VHQLRU�8�6��0DULQH�LQ�
,UDQ�DQG�WKH�ORZHVW�UDQNLQJ�
SHUVRQ�LQ�WKH�SODFH�
:KLOH�ZH�ZHUH�JUHHWLQJ�
JXHVWV��D�OLHXWHQDQW�FRORQHO�
LQ�WKH�5R\DO�0DULQHV�DQG�KLV�
ZLIH�FDPH�GRZQ�WKH�OLQH��+H�

Sea Stories Compiled by Patricia Everett

“The bunk bed 

collapsed as the 

ceiling was being 

painted and the 

painter lost control 

of the sprayer as 

he fell and sprayed 

one of the other 

instructors.”
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said that he had been afraid 
that he would be the only 
Marine there and was glad 
to see that another Marine 
was present. I was also glad 
that I wasn’t the only Marine 
present. 

MSgt Thomas A. Gafford
USMC (Ret)

Altavista, Va.

Home Brew
While I was assigned 

to Ordnance Maintenance 
Company, 3rd FSR, in 
Chu Lai, Vietnam, during 
the summer of 1965, my 
mother would regularly 
send me care packages 
containing some good old 
Amish country goodies 
from Lancaster County, 
Pa., that were a treat for my 
buddies and me. Hershey 
chocolates, Kunzler hams, 
Zausner’s cheeses, and 
Lebanon bologna were 
regular items. One time, at 
my request, she included a 
bag of Kauffman’s Apple 
Schnitz—dried apples used 
to make apple dumplings.

We had other ideas for the 
dried apples than making 
dumplings. We put the 
whole bag of apples into an 
air-tight water container, 
¿OOHG�LW�ZLWK�ZDWHU�DQG�
sealed it tightly. It was 
placed on top of one of our 
vans in the sun and Vietnam 
heat for a couple weeks with 
the thought that it would 
ferment into a delicious 
drink that could possibly 
numb our brains to our less 
than desirable surroundings. 
Unfortunately, our 
concoction didn’t react 
as expected and when we 
popped the seal, to our 
surprise and misfortune, it 
literally exploded out of the 
opening, covering all of us 
and the inside of our tent 
in bits of apples and apple 
juice.

Sgt Vernon R. Martin
USMC, 1964-1967

Lititz, Pa.

Identity Theft?
In 1966, while a member 

of Platoon 189 at MCRD 
San Diego, I was called 
into the duty hut. There I 

stood before Senior Drill 
Instructor Staff Sergeant 
F.E. Jessee. He was born to 
be a Marine. He had the face 
of a bulldog and a similar 
disposition. I have absolutely 
no recollection of why I was 
summoned, but there he sat 
behind his desk as I stood at 
nervous attention.

I glanced down and 
noticed a single dog tag 
front and center on the duty 
desk. As I was dismissed, I 

grabbed it, did an about face 
and left. I thought they were 
being issued and this was 
mine.

Upon returning to my 
Quonset hut, I read the tag 
and realized my innocent 
error. No way was I going 
to confess, stutter and 
giggle my way through an 
explanation and apology to 
SSgt Jessee and be assigned 
to permanent head detail 
for the remainder of basic 
training. I hid the evidence 
and kept this souvenir and 
secret for more than 50 
years. If the staff sergeant is 

still out there and would like 
me to return his dog tag, I 
would be pleased to send it 
to him with my regards and 
repentance.

Cpl Ken Goodwin
Bradley, Ill.

Political Influence
In the summer 1956, I 

was an aviation cadet going 
WKURXJK�WKH�SUHÀLJKW�VWDJHV�
of Naval Aviation Flight 
Training in Pensacola, Fla. 
3UHÀLJKW�FRQVLVWHG�RI����
weeks getting through the 
steps that projected some 
probability that a cadet 
might be trusted to move on 
to and actually get hands on 
an airplane.
7KH�¿UVW�WZR�ZHHNV�ZHUH�

dedicated as indoctrination 
on military essentials from 
haircuts, uniform issue, 
shining shoes and brass to 
marching, sending civilian 
clothing home and writing 
home to mother once a 
week. The remaining 12 
weeks included physical 
¿WQHVV��ZDWHU�VDIHW\�DQG�
classroom essentials on 
everything from aerology 
to navigation to engine 
basics to Morse code. Each 
week a new indoctrination 
class began and the senior 
SUHÀLJKW�FODVV�³JUDGXDWHG´�
WR�¿QDOO\�JHW�VRPH�DFWXDO�
ÀLJKW�LQVWUXFWLRQ�
$�FDGHW�IURP�WKH�¿QDO�
ZHHN�RI�SUHÀLJKW�ZDV�
assigned as the Senior 
&DGHW�'XW\�2I¿FHU�
(SCDO) each day with the 
new indoctrination class. 
As the SCDO, one was 
essentially a gopher for the 

drill instructor who had 
overall responsibility for 
the incoming indoctrination 
class.

During my time as 
SCDO, I witnessed Staff 
Sergeant Sterling begin a 
new indoctrination class at 
5:30 a.m. one Monday on 
the grinder. SSgt Sterling 
provided words of guidance 
to the newbies before 
PDUFKLQJ�WKHP�WR�WKHLU�¿UVW�
FKRZKDOO�YLVLW��VD\LQJ��³,¶YH�
been told there is someone 
KHUH�JRW�µSROLWLFDO�LQÀXHQFH�¶�
I don’t want someone here 
JRW�µSROLWLFDO�LQÀXHQFH��
Who is it that got ‘political 
LQÀXHQFH¶"´

Reluctantly a hand in 
the formation was raised. 
Obviously knowing 
without having to ask 
the individual’s name or 
UHODWLRQVKLS�WR�³SROLWLFDO�
LQÀXHQFH�́ �66JW�6WHUOLQJ�
GLUHFWHG��³0U��1L[RQ��FRPH�
out here and give me 20 
SXVKXSV�́ �7KH�FDGHW�GLG�DV�
directed and returned to 
his place in the formation. 
³7KDQN�\RX��0U��1L[RQ��,V�
there anyone else here got 
SROLWLFDO�LQÀXHQFH"´�1R�RQH�
responded.

We only learned via 
hearsay there was some 
family name relationship 
between Cadet Nixon to 
Richard M. Nixon. If any 
SROLWLFDO�LQÀXHQFH�ZDV�HYHU�
exercised, we never knew.

LtCol C.G. “Jug” Gerard
USMC (Ret)
1956 to 1981

Brevard, N.C.

Do you have an interesting 
story from your time in the 
Corps that will give our 
readers a good chuckle? We 
would love to hear them. 
Write them down (500 
words or less) and send 
them to: Patricia Everett, 
Leatherneck Magazine, 
P.O. Box 1775, Quantico, 
VA 22134, or email them to 
p.everett@mca-marines.
org. We offer $25 or a one-
year MCA&F membership 
for the “Sea Story of the 
Month.”

I glanced down and 

noticed a single dog 

tag front and center 

on the duty desk. 

As I was dismissed, 

I grabbed it, did an 

about face and left.

Cpl Ken Goodwin mistakenly took the dog tag of his Senior 

DI, SSgt F.E. Jessee, in 1966 and is hoping to return it with his 

regards and repentance.
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Story and photos by 
SSgt Bob Bowen, USMC

Editor’s note: On July 20, 1969, astro-

naut Neil Armstrong took mankind’s 

¿UVW�VWHSV�RQ�WKH�PRRQ��,Q�KRQRU�RI�WKH�
��WK�DQQLYHUVDU\�RI�WKH�$SROOR����PRRQ�
ODQGLQJ��ZH�WXUQHG�WR� WKH�Leatherneck
DUFKLYHV�IRU�D�ORRN�EDFN�DW�WKH�0DULQH�
&RUSV¶�FRQWULEXWLRQ�WR�WKH�³6SDFH�5DFH�́
7KH�DXWKRU�RI�WKH�DUWLFOH��%RE�%RZHQ��
QRZ�D�UHWLUHG�FDSWDLQ�� VDLG�KH�YLYLGO\�
UHPHPEHUV�VWDQGLQJ�RQ�WKH�EHDFK����\HDUV�
DJR�ZLWK�WKH�DPWUDF�0DULQHV��ZDWFKLQJ�
WKH�ODXQFK�RI�$SROOR�����³7KRXVDQGV�RI�
VHDJXOOV�DQG�DVVRUWHG�RWKHU�ELUGV�VFDW�
WHUHG�DW�WKH�VRXQG´�RI�WKH�KXJH�6DWXUQ�9�
URFNHW��KH�UHFDOOV�
³7ZR�PRQWKV� ODWHU� ZKHQ� $SROOR� ���
EODVWHG�RII�����,�ZDV�LQ�9LHWQDP�ZDONLQJ�
ZLWK�0DULQHV�RI�����LQ�WKH�SDGGLHV�RI�*R�
1RL�,VODQG��$OPRVW�HYHU\�0DULQH�KDG�D�
VPDOO�WUDQVLVWRU�UDGLR�WXQHG�WR�WKH�QHZV�
RI�WKH�PRRQ�ZDON�́ �%RZHQ�VDLG�

Left: Astronauts Gene Cernan, Thomas 

Stafford and John Young began their 

ascent when the powerful Saturn V 

rocket roared to life.

From the Leatherneck Archives: August 1969
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W
hen the Apollo 10 spacecraft 
blasted off from Cape Ken-
nedy, May 18, 1969, several 

Marines were among those closest to the 
launch pad.

Perched aboard two cumbersome-
looking amtrac retrievers, the 13 Marines 
appeared out of place on the Florida 
island where speed is measured in micro-
seconds, but their mission was nonetheless 
a vital one.

If something had gone wrong during 
WKH�¿UVW�IHZ�VHFRQGV�RI�WKH�ODXQFK��WKH�
capsule carrying the three astronauts 
would have been blown free of the huge 
Saturn V rocket.

The Marines were there to pluck the 
capsule from the raging surf should such 
an abort take place. Three Air Force 
helicopters hovered nearby in case the 
capsule landed in deep water or in the 
swamps during an abort.

Fortunately, everything went like clock-
work and within seconds the Marines 

found themselves with nothing to do but 
watch as the rocket began its climb out of 
the earth’s atmosphere.
3HOLFDQV�SDXVHG�LQ�ÀLJKW�DQG�WKHQ�EHDW�D�

hasty retreat to all corners of the compass 
DV�WKH�URFNHW¶V�¿YH�OLIWRII�HQJLQHV�URDUHG�WR�
OLIH��%ULJKW�RUDQJH�ÀDPHV�EHOFKHG�RXW�DQG�
the massive launch pad complex 39-B was 
enveloped in smoke as the engines built 
up an initial thrust of 6,499,016 pounds.

As if awakening from a nightmare, the 
rocket began its slow climb. From the 
Marines’ position about 6,000 yards away, 
it seemed as if it would never get off the 
ground. For the thousands of spectators 
who lined the beaches on the mainland, 
about 10 miles away, Apollo 10’s struggle 
to get aloft was painfully slow. Women 
cried shamelessly as much from anxiety 
as from fear for the well-being of the 
astronauts who sat atop the rocket.

Comments from the Marines ran the 
superlative gauntlet from “Wow!” to 
“Fantastic!” and back again. Some stood 

mute, necks craned, hands shading eyes 
as the rocket gained speed and headed 
downrange into the clouds. The fumes 
and noisy clanging of the amtracs went 
unnoticed. The Marines were witnessing 
history in the making—hell, they were 
part of it—and they were relishing every 
moment.

And then it was over.
In less than 60 seconds, the rocket was 

no longer visible to the naked eye. It was 
traveling over 1,500 knots on its way to 
orbiting the Earth.

“It’s been front row center for us on 
every shot,” Gunnery Sergeant Lucien 
Hayden said as the amtracs began a slow 
crawl to their shelter 5 miles down the 
beach, “but there’s always that chance 
we’ll be needed.”

That chance of being needed has taken 
Marines to the cape for every major space 
shot since 1965. Gunny Hayden, senior 
enlisted man on the team, made all 10 
Apollo shots and the last Gemini space 

During one of the daily recovery practices conducted in the 

weeks prior to the Apollo 10 launch, one helicopter carries the 

mock-up capsule while another carries firefighting equipment.

An amtrac maneuvers a mock-up spacecraft into the surf as an 

Air Force helicopter hovers overhead.

Left: SSgt Mike Wahen, on top of the spacecraft, and Sgt James Steinke, left, practice retrieving a mock-up capsule before the May 18, 

1969, Apollo 10 launch.  The Marines were part of the teams assigned to recover the spacecraft in case there was a problem during 

the launch.
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PLVVLRQ��$SROOR����ZDV�KLV�ODVW�RI¿FLDO�
YLVLW� WR� WKH�&DSH�� 6HOHFWHG� IRU�PDVWHU�
VHUJHDQW��\RX�PLJKW�VD\�KH�ZDV�SURPRWHG�
RXW�RI�D�MRE�
:KHQ�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�¿UVW�EHJDQ�LWV�
VSDFH�SURJUDP��WKH�1DY\¶V�DPSKLELRXV�
YHKLFOH�/$5&�ZDV�XVHG�DV� WKH� ODXQFK�
UHFRYHU\�FUDIW��EXW�ZKHQ�WKH�FDSVXOHV�EH�
JDQ�FDUU\LQJ� WZR�DVWURQDXWV��DQG� WKHQ�
WKUHH��WKH\�EHFDPH�WRR�KHDY\�DQG�DZN�
ZDUG�IRU�WKH�/$5&�DQG�WKH�1DWLRQDO�$HUR�
QDXWLFV�DQG�6SDFH�$GPLQLVWUDWLRQ��1$6$��
WXUQHG�WR�WKH�0DULQH�&RUSV�IRU�KHOS�
7KH� DPWUDF� UHWULHYHU�� ZLWK� D� IHZ�
PRGL¿FDWLRQV��SURYHG�WR�EH�MXVW�ZKDW�WKH�
GRFWRU�RUGHUHG�DQG�WKH�0DULQH�&RUSV�IRXQG�
LWVHOI�LQYROYHG�LQ�WKH�UDFH�WR�WKH�PRRQ�
7KH�VSDFH�PLQGHG�0DULQHV��PHPEHUV�
RI��QG�$PSKLELRXV�7UDFWRU�%Q��)RUFH�
7URRSV��&DPS�/HMHXQH��1�&���DUULYH�DW�
&DSH�.HQQHG\�DERXW�WZR�ZHHNV�SULRU�WR�
HDFK�VKRW�WR�EHJLQ�UHKHDUVDOV��6KRUWO\�DIWHU�
WKHLU�DUULYDO��D�FRQWDFW�WHDP�IURP�0DULQH�
&RUSV�6XSSO\�&HQWHU��$OEDQ\��*D���YLVLWV�
WKH�&DSH�WR�LQVWDOO�UDGLR�HTXLSPHQW�LQ�WKH�
DPWUDFV�DQG�WR�HQVXUH�WKH�YHKLFOHV�DUH�
UHDG\�WR�UROO�

:KHQ�WKH�DPWUDFV�KDYH�EHHQ�GHFODUHG�
³DOO� V\VWHPV� JR�´� WKH� 0DULQHV� EHJLQ�
WKH�GDLO\�ULWXDO�RI�FDUU\LQJ�D�PRFN�XS�
FDSVXOH� LQWR� WKH� VXUI�� UHWXUQLQJ� WR� WKH�
EHDFK��WKHQ�EDFN�WR�WKH�VXUI�WR�UHWULHYH�WKH�
FDSVXOH��7KH�URXWLQH�YDULHV�RQO\�ZKHQ�WKH�
0DULQHV�ZRUN�ZLWK�WKH�$LU�)RUFH��7KHQ��
WKH�FKRSSHUV�EULQJ�WKH�FDSVXOH�EDFN�WR�
WKH�EHDFK�

'XULQJ� WKH� ILQDO� ZHHN� SULRU� WR� WKH�
VKRW��UHKHDUVDOV�EHJLQ�LQ�HDUQHVW��1$6$�
RI¿FLDOV�DW�WKH�0DQQHG�6SDFHFUDIW�&HQWHU�
LQ�+RXVWRQ��7H[DV�� UXQ� WKH� VKRZ�ZLWK�
HYHU\WKLQJ�DV�FORVH�WR�WKH�ZD\�LW�ZRXOG�
EH�LI�WKH�VKRW�ZHUH�DFWXDOO\�WDNLQJ�SODFH��
LQFOXGLQJ�WKH�FRXQWGRZQ�
(DFK� DPWUDF� FDUULHV� VL[� PHQ�� � WKH�
RIILFHU� LQ� FKDUJH� RI� WKH� GHWDLO� RU� WKH�

Above: Amtrac retrievers and a replica 

of the spacecraft before a practice run. 

Marines arrived at Cape Kennedy about 

two weeks prior to each mission’s launch 

to ensure they were prepared for any 

possible problems.

In a practice run, Sgt James Jackson operates the winch mechanism after the space-

craft is attached to the amtrac. Sgt Jackson was one of 13 Marines from 2nd Am-

phibious Tractor Battalion who supported the launch.
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QRQFRPPLVVLRQHG�RI¿FHU�LQ�FKDUJH��WKH�
FUHZ�FKLHI��RQH�FRPPXQLFDWLRQV�PDQ��D�
GULYHU��D�ZLQFK�RSHUDWRU��DQG�RQH�PDQ�
WR� KDQGOH� WKH� FDEOHV� XVHG� WR� SLFN� WKH�
FDSVXOH�RXW�RI�WKH�ZDWHU��%RWK�WHDPV�DUH�
WKRURXJKO\�VFKRROHG�LQ�WKHLU�DVVLJQPHQWV��
DQG�DIWHU�UHDFKLQJ�WKH�FDSVXOH��LW�WDNHV�OHVV�
WKDQ�D�PLQXWH�WR�KDYH�LW�RXW�RI�WKH�ZDWHU�
DQG�RQ�LWV�ZD\�WR�WKH�EHDFK�
2QFH� RQ� WKH� EHDFK�� WKH� $LU� )RUFH�
ZRXOG�WDNH�RYHU��7KH�DVWURQDXWV�ZRXOG�
EH� UHPRYHG� IURP� WKH� FDSVXOH�� LI� WKH\�
KDGQ¶W�DOUHDG\�EHHQ�IUHHG�E\�SDUDUHVFXH�
SHUVRQQHO�� DQG� I ORZQ� GLUHFWO\� WR� WKH�
KRVSLWDO�DW�3DWULFN�$LU�)RUFH�%DVH��DERXW�
���PLOHV�VRXWK�RI�WKH�&DSH�
,Q�SUDFWLFH��HYHU\WKLQJ�JRHV�DFFRUGLQJ�
WR�VFKHGXOH�EXW�QR�RQH�LV�DQ[LRXV�WR�VHH�
ZKDW�FRXOG�EH�GRQH�LQ�DQ�DFWXDO�VLWXDWLRQ��
7KH�RSSRUWXQLW\�WR�SURYH�WKHLU�DELOLWLHV�
ZRXOG�PHDQ�D�VHWEDFN�LQ�RXU�VSDFH�SUR�
JUDP��DQG�LI�WKDW¶V�WKH�RQO\�ZD\�WKH�SXEOLF�
LV�JRLQJ�WR�¿QG�RXW�0DULQHV�DUH�LQYROYHG�
DW�WKH�&DSH��WKH�DPWUDFPHQ�ZRXOG�MXVW�DV�
VRRQ�UHPDLQ�DQRQ\PRXV�
7KH�ZRUN�LVQ¶W�KDUG��QRU�GRHV�LW�UHTXLUH�
D�ORW�RI�WLPH��7KH�0DULQHV�DUH�XVXDOO\�IUHH�
E\�PLG�DIWHUQRRQ�DQG�FKDQFHV�DUH�\RX¶OO�
¿QG�WKHP�O\LQJ�RQ�WKH�EHDFK�VRDNLQJ�XS�
WKDW�ZDUP�)ORULGD�VXQVKLQH��RU�VSODVKLQJ�
LQ�WKHLU�PRWHO¶V�VZLPPLQJ�SRRO�

:KLOH�ZRUNLQJ�ZLWK�1$6$��WKH�0D�
ULQHV�OLYH�DW�D�PRWHO�LQ�&RFRD�%HDFK��VRPH�
���PLOHV�IURP�WKHLU�ZRUNLQJ�DUHD�DW�&DSH�
.HQQHG\��(DFK�PDQ�UHFHLYHV�SHU�GLHP�
�����D�GD\���ZKLOH�KH¶V� WKHUH��EXW�DIWHU�
SD\LQJ�IRU� ORGJLQJ��FKRZ�DQG�ODXQGU\��
WKHUH�LVQ¶W�PXFK�OHIW�WR�VTXDQGHU�RQ�WKH�
WRZQ�
/LEHUW\�LV�JRRG�WKHUH��EXW�H[SHQVLYH��
:KDW� LQ� WKH�����V�ZDV� MXVW�DQ�RUDQJH�
JURYH�ZLWK�D�IHZ�VPDOO�IDUPV�VFDWWHUHG�
DERXW��KDV�PXVKURRPHG�LQWR�D�WKULYLQJ�
UHVRUW�DUHD�ZKHUH����GROODU�ELOOV�DUH�WRVVHG�
DURXQG�OLNH�VPDOO�FKDQJH�
0RVW�0DULQHV�DUH�FRQWHQW�ZLWK�DIWHU�
QRRQV� RQ� WKH� EHDFK� RU� DQ� RFFDVLRQDO�
¿VKLQJ� RXWLQJ��1R� OLFHQVH� LV� UHTXLUHG�
IRU�¿VKLQJ� WKH�ZDWHUV�VXUURXQGLQJ� WKH�
&DSH�DQG�WKH�PHQ�KDYH�D�EDOO�UHHOLQJ�LQ�
HYHU\WKLQJ�IURP�VDOW�ZDWHU�FDW¿VK�WR�WURXW�
DQG�ÀRXQGHUV�
6XQEXUQV�DUH�D�GLPH�D�GR]HQ�DQG�E\�WKH�
WLPH�WKH�0DULQHV�DUH�UHDG\�WR�KHDG�EDFN�
WR�&DPS�/HMHXQH�WKH\�ORRN�DV�LI�WKH\¶G�
EDFNHG�LQWR�WKH�¿HU\�EODVW�RI�WKH�6DWXUQ�9�
URFNHW��7KH�GLVFRPIRUW�RI�EOLVWHUHG�EDFNV�
LV�RI�OLWWOH�FRQVHTXHQFH�WR�WKHVH�0DULQHV��
KRZHYHU��7KH\¶YH�EHHQ�JLYHQ�DQ�RSSRU�
WXQLW\�PRVW�0DULQHV�ZRXOG�JLYH�WKHLU�FDQ�
RI�KDP�¶Q�OLPDV�IRU�

GySgt Lucien Hayden, center, points out a recovery area to 1stLt John Fowler and a NASA official. Gunny Hayden participated in 10 

of the Apollo launches and one Gemini launch as part of the team from 2nd Amphibious Tractor Battalion.

Cpl Nick Manning climbs out of an 

amtrac after ensuring all systems were 

go prior to one of the rehearsals for 

recovery of the Apollo 10 capsule.
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Marine Wife Named 
Military Spouse of the Year

Holly Vega, the spouse of Lieutenant 
Colonel Javier Vega, USMC, was named 
the 2019 Armed Forces Insurance Military 
Spouse of the Year during a ceremony 
at Joint Base Myer-Henderson Hall, Va., 
May 10. She was chosen for the honor 
from a pool of candidates—one each from 
the Army, Navy, Air Force, Marine Corps, 
Coast Guard and National Guard.

The Vega family, including the couple’s 
three children, currently reside at MacDill 
Air Force Base, Fla.

“Holly’s volunteerism, generosity and 
passion to serve military families in her 
community has earned her this award,” 
said Catherine Thomas, spouse of Assis-
tant Commandant of the Marine Corps, 
General Gary Thomas. “Holly is pas-

sionate about consistency in education 
for military children, which is why she 
supports and volunteers for the ‘Purple 
Up’ kids’ program. She not only volunteers 
in her community, but she also works part 
time for Military Home Base and is a full-
time student at Park University, studying 
social psychology and organizational 
communication. Fellow military spouses 
describe Holly as a ray of sunshine, full 
of warmth and life, and she has a rep-
utation for being generous, kind and is 
known for lifting up other military 
spouses when they need it most.”

Vega stays extremely busy at MacDill, 
serving as an ambassador to the South 
Tampa Chamber of Commerce, a “Heart 
Healthy Advocate” and a co-leader with 
Military Hearts Matter, a co-leader of a 
Girl Scouts Brownie troop, a co-leader 

for the Military Kids Club at Lithia 
Elementary School, and a co-facilitator 
for Our Forces Book Club, among other 
activities.

“Serving my community has been a joy, 
and I am privileged and grateful every 
day for it,” Vega said. “I am pleased and 
honored to be so humbled to be selected as 
the overall 2019 Armed Forces Insurance 
Military Spouse of the Year.”

C. Todd Lopez

VA Tells Servicemembers: 
Don’t Wait to File Disability Claims

Whether you are years away from 
separation or retirement or transitioning 
from active-duty tomorrow, the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs’ benefits and 
services are available to you at every stage 
of your military career.

Gen Paul J. Selva, USAF, Vice Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff; Mrs. Holly Vega; LtCol Javier Vega; and LtGen Stanley Clarke, 

USAF (Ret), chairman of the Armed Forces Insurance board of directors, participate in the 2019 Armed Forces Insurance Military 

Spouse of the Year award ceremony at Joint Base Myer-Henderson Hall, Va., May 9. Selva and Clarke presented Mrs. Vega with the 

award for Military Spouse of the Year.

C
. 
T

O
D

D
 L

O
P

E
Z

Passing the Word Compiled by Sara W. Bock
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The VA’s mission statement is derived 
from President Abraham Lincoln’s famous 
words: “To care for him who shall have 
borne the battle, and for his widow and his 
orphan,” by serving and honoring the men 
and women who are America’s veterans.

“We believe that no servicemember 
leaves the military unchanged, and that 
every veteran has given some of themselves 
to some degree,” said LaShaunne Moore, 
a Disabled American Veterans (DAV) 
advocate with the Veterans Affairs Office 
at Marine Corps Base Camp Lejeune, 
N.C. “The VA has promised to ensure 
veterans receive care and compensation 
for injuries incurred through service. The 
DAV ensures this promise is kept.”

At the VA office at Camp Lejeune and 
other bases and stations, the staff assists 
servicemembers in setting up their VA 
benefits claims. Marines should come 
prepared with information needed to 
complete their claims, including service 
treatment records (digital or paper copy), 
non-government medical records (during 
period of active service), social security 
numbers, date and place of marriage, birth 
records for dependents, direct deposit 
information and copies of any prior DD-
214s.

“We are here to help military members 
make the transition to civilian life, and 
we offer a range of no-cost programs and 
services to help make it easier for them 
and their families,” Moore said. “This 
includes a thorough review of service 
medical records to identify conditions 
that can be claimed for VA disability 
compensation and health benefits; as-
sistance in completing those claims and 
representation throughout the entire 
decision process; counseling on additional 
VA benefits like housing and education; 
and more than 160 in-person and online 
job fairs for transitioning military mem-
bers and spouses.”

Moore recommends that transitioning 
servicemembers get their claims submitted 
as early as possible because not only does 
the process take time, but submitting early 
also helps ensure that individuals get care 
for any conditions they currently have.

If you visit the office between 90 and 
180 days prior to your end of active service 
(EAS) date and 45 days before taking 
terminal leave, your claim application and 
exams can be completed before you go on 
terminal leave. If you come in less than 90 
days before your EAS, your application 
will be completed but your exams will 
take place after your EAS.

“Some military members are hesitant 
to file a claim, but having a VA disability 
rating does not necessarily mean you 
will receive compensation; sometimes 
it just means it is documented as serv-

ice-connected in case the condition 
worsens over time,” Moore said. “The 
servicemember is ultimately in charge of 
their claim, but DAV representatives are 
here to guide them through the process 
and advocate for them from start to finish.”

LCpl Ashley Gomez, USMC 

“Own It” Campaign Video
Features SgtMaj Green

A new Marine Corps awareness cam-
paign, “Own It,” is designed to provide 
tips on how to start tough conversations 
with fellow Marines. On April 29, Ser-
geant Major of the Marine Corps, Ron-
ald L. Green, shared his second video 
message to Marines as part of the cam-
paign in which he calls for Marines to 
“look around and see who might be 
struggling, and ask them, ‘How can I 
help?’ ” 

Marines and their families can join the 
conversation by texting OWNIT to 555-
888. They will then receive links to 
resources that will guide them on how to 
have a tough conversation about 
difficult situations like suicide, 
consent, rejection, bullying, sub-
stance abuse and family issues 
including relationship red flags, 
divorce, child abuse or the un-
expected death of a loved one. 
The tip sheets are also available 
at www.usmc-mccs.org/ownit. 

“We all need to support each other in 
protecting what we’ve earned. So, if you 
see something, do something and help 
all our Marine Corps family be safe and 
ready for the next fight,” said Green in 
the video. 

“Even a little bit of straight talk can 
make someone think twice before they 
act.”

USMC

Museums Nationwide 
Participate in Tenth Summer 
Of Blue Star Museums

For the tenth summer, the National 
Endowment for the Arts and Blue Star 
Families announced that more than 2,000 

museums nationwide are participating 
in Blue Star Museums by providing free 
admission to our nation’s active-duty 
military personnel and their families 
through Labor Day, Sept. 2. 

“As we launch the tenth summer of Blue 
Star Museums, it remains a privilege for 
the National Endowment for the Arts to 
serve members of the military and their 
families through this program,” said 
Mary Anne Carter, acting chairman of 
the National Endowment for the Arts. 
“Whether it’s an art museum, science 
center or botanic garden, there are so 
many wonderful opportunities for military 
families to share a memorable experience 
exploring our nation’s museums.”

By participating in Blue Star Museums— 
even if they already provide free admis-
sion—museums can express appreciation 
to servicemembers and their families and 
share with them America’s cultural trea-
sures. Blue Star Museums also provide a 
way for military families to have fun to-
gether while traveling or when exploring 
their home community—an especially 
valuable opportunity for families who 
have recently relocated due to a change 
of station.

“We’ve seen the tremendous impact the 
Blue Star Museums program brings to 
our military families, and we’re thrilled 
to be celebrating a decade of support,” 
said Kathy Roth-Douquet, CEO of Blue 
Star Families “Not only are museums fun 
to explore but are also great for making 
memories and strengthening military 
families as a whole.”

This year’s participating organizations 
are located in all 50 states, as well as 

Washington, D.C., and Puerto Rico, and 
include fine art, science, history and 
children’s museums as well as zoos, 
aquariums, gardens and more. 

The free admission program is available 
for those currently serving in the United 
States military—Army, Navy, Air Force, 
Marine Corps and Coast Guard—as well 
as members of the Reserve, National 
Guard, U.S. Public Health Commissioned 
Corps, NOAA Commissioned Corps and 
up to five family members. 

For a list of participating museums, visit 
www.arts.gov/bluestarmuseums. 

National Endowment for the Arts

www.mca-marines.org/leatherneck JULY 2019 / LEATHERNECK        61

https://www.arts.gov/bluestarmuseums
https://mca-marines.org/leatherneck
http://www.usmc-mccs.org/ownit.We
http://www.usmc-mccs.org/ownit.We


MARSOC Marine Dies 
In Vehicle Accident

A Marine Raider died as a result of a 
tactical vehicle accident at Marine Corps 
Base Camp Pendleton, Calif., on April 13.

Staff Sergeant Joshua Braica, 29, a 
critical skills operator with 1st Marine 
Raider Battalion, suffered critical injuries 
when the MRZR tactical vehicle he was 
driving experienced a rollover. He was 
medically evacuated to Scripps Memorial 
Hospital in La Jolla, Calif. He did not 
survive his injuries, passing away April 14.

An investigation into the incident is 
ongoing.

Braica enlisted in July 2010 and served 
as an intelligence specialist with 1st Bn, 
4th Marines and Marine Aircraft Group 
36. He completed MARSOC’s training 
pipeline in 2015. His awards include the 
Navy and Marine Corps Achievement 
Medal with gold star in lieu of second 
award.

USMC

Lieutenant Colonel Howard V. Lee
Lieutenant Colonel Howard V. Lee, 

who received the Medal of Honor for his 
leadership under fire during the Vietnam 
War, died March 23 in Virginia Beach, 
Va. He was 85.

Lee was born in New York City in 
1933. Following his 1955 graduation 
from Pace College, New York, N.Y., he 
went to Officer Candidate School and was 
commissioned a second lieutenant in the 
Marine Corps Reserve. He augmented 
into the regular Marine Corps in 1958.

He received the Medal of Honor for his 
actions during his first tour of Vietnam 
in 1966 when he was the commanding 
officer of Company E, 2nd Battalion, 
4th Marines, 3rd Marine Division. On 
Aug. 8 and 9, a platoon from Co E was 
operating deep in enemy territory when 
it was attacked and surrounded by the 
enemy. Capt Lee took seven Marines and 
proceeded by helicopter to reinforce the 
platoon. According to the award citation, 
he disembarked from the helicopter with 
two of his men, and exposing himself to 
enemy fire, he led them into the perimeter 
where he “fearlessly moved from position 
to position, directing and encouraging 
the overtaxed troops. The enemy then 
launched a massive attack with the full 
might of their forces. Although painfully 
wounded by fragments from an enemy 
grenade ... he continued undauntedly 
throughout the night to direct the valiant 

defense, coordinate supporting fires, and 
apprise higher headquarters of the plight 
of the platoon.” 

The next morning, they were safely 
evacuated. His actions during the six-hour 
firefight saved his Marines from capture. 

“I was on automatic pilot. I was just 
dealing with what was happening right 
then and there and ... everything seemed 
instinctive to me,” Lee later said of that 
night. “I felt what I did was what any good 
company commander would have done,” 
he continued.

To learn more about the battle, read 
Tom Bartlett’s story “In the Shadow of 
the Rockpile,” in the September 1991 
issue of Leatherneck which is available 
in the Leatherneck archives at www.mca-
marines.org.

Lee had a variety of assignments during 
the rest of his 20-year Marine Corps 
career. After his 1975 retirement, he 
worked for two decades for the City of 
Virginia Beach, retiring as superintendent 
of grounds maintenance. 

In a 2001 interview with the Veterans 
History Project for the Library of Con-
gress, Lee spoke about the Medal of 
Honor, saying: “It should represent the 
sacrifice of all the people ... if you talk to 
recipients, you’ll see that most of them 
will say that they wear the medal not 
just for themselves but for all the people 
who were with them when the incident 
happened. The real heroes of any war are 
the people that don’t make it, the people 
[who] make the ultimate sacrifice. We 
kind of wear it for them. So it’s a huge 
symbol to the military and I hope the 
general public at large.” 

Michael Adessa, 72, of Tempe, Ariz. 
He served from 1966-1968 and did a tour 
in Vietnam with VMFA-115, MAG-15, 1st 
MAW. He later had a career in culinary 
arts, becoming a professor at a culinary 
institute.

Emanuel “Manny” Airey, 92, of 
Pasadena, Md. He was a U.S. Navy vet-
eran of WW II and later served in the 
Marine Corps where he fought at the 
Chosin Reservoir.

Cpl George C. Alpaugh, 81, of Snow 
Camp, N.C. He served with 8th Marines 
in Beirut, Lebanon in 1958. He later com-
pleted college and had a successful career 
in business.

Sgt Fred M. “Poppy” Babcock, 71, of 
Keystone Heights, Fla. He was assigned 
to 3rdMarDiv during the Tet Offensive. 

His awards include the Navy Achievement 
Medal with combat “V.” He was a member 
of the MCL.

Sgt John Borman, 73, of Winona, 
Minn. After his 1964 graduation from 
high school, he joined the Marine Corps 
where he served as an armorer, ordnance 
specialist and helicopter gunner. His four 
years of active duty included two tours 
in Vietnam.

Loyd W. Brewer, 93, of Newton, Kan. 
During WW II he was assigned to 27th 
Marines during the Battle of Iwo Jima. 

Lawrence N. Brown, 92, of Willoughby, 
Ohio. He enlisted in the Marine Corps 
after his 1944 graduation from high school 
and served for two years. He saw action 
on Iwo Jima. His awards include a Purple 
Heart.

James Conklin, 90, of Green Bay, Wis. 
He enlisted in the Marine Corps after his 
1945 graduation from high school. 

LtCol Andrew DeBona, 81, in Rancho 
Mirage, Calif. He enlisted in 1955 and 
graduated from boot camp at MCRD 
Parris Island, S.C. He was selected to 
attend Officer Candidate School and was 
commissioned a second lieutenant in 1961. 
He served two tours in Vietnam in 1966 
and 1967. 

During his first tour, while he was 
commanding Co M, 3rd Bn, 26th Marines, 
3rdMarDiv (Rein), he received the Navy 
Cross for actions on Sept. 10, 1967.

During a search-and-destroy mission 
in Con Thien, his company came under 
attack while providing flank security for 
the battalion. According to his award 
citation, he unhesitatingly “moved in 
among his men, rallying them to drive 
off the enemy assault. After supervising 
the evacuation of his wounded to a secure 
area to await medevac helicopters, he 
conducted an orderly withdrawal of his 
troops and casualties toward prepared 
positions on the ridge line. Constantly 
exposing himself to the enemy while 
repulsing another enemy assault and 
concurrently organizing a defensive per-
imeter, he displayed a tremendous degree 
of composure and calm, inspiring his 
Marines by his presence of mind and 
outstanding courage.” Later in the fire-
fight, he led a small reaction force in the 
rescue of 20 Marines who were pinned 
down in a bomb crater. 

As a major in 1971-1972 he completed 
a tour in RVN as the Senior Advisor for 
the 7th Bn Vietnamese Marines. During 
that tour he received three Bronze Stars 

In Memoriam Compiled by Nancy S. Lichtman
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with combat “V.” His other awards include 
the Purple Heart with gold star in lieu of 
second award.

David Farley, 95, in Camden, Del. 
During WW II, he fought in the South 
Pacific including on Saipan and Tinian. 

Geroge B. Garmire, 98, of Pocatello, 
Idaho. He enlisted in the Marine Corps 
in 1941 and went to boot camp at MCRD 
San Diego, Calif. He saw combat in the 
Marshall Islands and was wounded in 
action.

After the war he earned a degree in 
business and accounting and had a career 
as a contract negotiator at Hill AFB in 
Utah.

Hector J. “Papa” Gonzales, 94, of 
Albuquerque, N.M. He was a corpsman 
with 3rdMarDiv during the fighting on 
Guam in WW II.  

Donald E. Jacobsen, 91, of Rock 
Island, Ill. He was a Marine who served 
during WW II and the Korean War. He 
later had a career as a metallurgist and 
was a volunteer with Toys for Tots. 

Sgt Anthony M. Lima, 88, of North 
Weymouth, Mass. He enlisted in the 
Marine Corps in 1948. He was assigned 
to D/2/5 and served in Korea. He saw 
action at the Chosin Reservoir. He was a 
member of the New England Chapter of 
the Chosin Few organization.

Bernhardt F. Link, 93, of Grand 
Rapids, Mich. He was a veteran of WW 
II who was a BARman with 28th Marines, 
5thMarDiv during the Battle of Iwo Jima, 
where he was wounded.

LCpl Joseph A. LoRusso, 69, of 
St. Louis, Mo. He was a veteran of the 
Vietnam War, serving from 1969-1971. 
He later had a 40-year career as a pastor.

J. Robert Moskin, 95, of New York, 
N.Y. He was a historian and journalist 
who is well-known among Marines for 
his work “The Story of the U.S. Marine 
Corps.” 

A U.S. Army veteran of WW II, he 
served in the Pacific. He later worked for 
Look magazine, covering the Korean War. 
He was the recipient of the Marine Corps 
Combat Correspondents Association 1978 
Distinguished Service Award and was a 
member of the MCA&F.

SSgt Calvin C. Peterson, 94, of 
Rock Island, Ill. During WW II, he was 
assigned to 4thMarDiv and saw action in 
the Pacific. After the war, he had a 33-year 
career with John Deere. 

E.P. “Stovepipe” Pette, 78, of Burbank, 
Calif. He was a Marine who served from 
1958-1962.

CWO Frank J. Walley, 86, of Tempe, 
Ariz. He enlisted in the Marine Corps 
in 1950 at the age of 17 and retired 30 

years later. During the Korean War he 
was assigned to 2nd Bn, 5th Marines, 
1stMarDiv and saw action at Inchon and 
the Chosin Reservoir. In 1967, he served 
a tour in Vietnam as a wire platoon com-
mander, 5th Communications Bn. After 
his 1980 retirement from the Marine 
Corps, he was a Capitol Police Officer.

Sgt Theodore R. “Ted” Wheeler, 95, 
of Benton, Ark. He saw action with 4th 
Motor Transport Bn, 4thMarDiv on 
Saipan, Tinian and Iwo Jima. He was 
recalled to active duty in 1950 and landed 
at Inchon with 1stMarDiv. He was cap-
tured by Chinese Communist forces on 
Nov. 30, 1950. He survived six months in 
captivity before he and 17 other POWs 
escaped. His awards include the Purple 
Heart. 

In Memoriam is run on a space-available 
basis. Those wishing to submit items 
should include full name, age, location at 
time of death (city and state), last grade 
held, dates of service, units served in, 
and, if possible a published obituary. 
Allow at least four months for the 
notice to appear. Submissions may be 
sent to Leatherneck Magazine, P.O. Box 
1775, Quantico, Va., 22134, or emailed 
to leatherneck@mca-marines.org or 
n.lichtman@mca-marines.org.
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were posthumous. This company walked 
off the field with a minimum casualty rate 
of at least 57 percent of which 21 were 
killed in action. I should know because 
I was there.

I feel certain that there were other 
battles throughout the history of the 
Marine Corps that saw an even greater 
number of acts of bravery which were 
awarded medals, even to exceed that 
which happened on Sept. 4 and 21, 1967.

That being said, what is more important 
are the casualties, not the awardees. The 
casualties were the real heroes. Besides, 
every Marine and Navy corpsmen who 
served in combat in Vietnam, and, for that 
matter, any combat throughout history 
served bravely and are deserving of some 
kind of medal. The actual awardees would 
all say they wear the medal for those who 
didn’t get one.

If you wish to know more about the 
battle of Sept. 4, 1968, read “Swift Sword: 
The Marines of Mike 3/5” by Doyle Glass. 
It is a good read and written from the 
testimony of those who were there.

Sgt Kenneth Fields
Columbia, Mo.

Escorting President Kennedy
I would like to sound off about the pride 

I have regarding a special day in my 
father’s, LtCol Russell Lloyd Jr., USMC 
(Ret), Marine Corps career. On June 6, 
1963, he had the privilege of personally 
escorting President John F. Kennedy dur-
ing a ceremonial review of the honor 
guard while leading his men in the pass 
and review. My father at the time was com-
manding officer of the honor guard and 
director of Sea School at MCRD San Diego.

His memory of that day provides our 
family with a unique moment of history 
just prior to President Kennedy’s untimely 
death. My father recalls that President 

Kennedy spent a great deal of time 
observing the men including during 
training with pugil sticks. As a bonus, 
a local TV affiliate recorded this special 
visit and it is now archived on YouTube 
for all to see. 

Molly Ferris
Reston, Va.

Marine Uniforms in TV Shows 
Are Incorrect

I have heard from several unofficial 
sources that when a production company 
(TV or movie) depicts Marines that they 
must have something about the uniform 
that is deliberately incorrect. A good 
example of a bad example is the new 
television series “The Code.” Why would 
producers not be allowed to show the 
Marine uniform worn in a squared away 
regulation manner? Another example of 
that would be NCIS and even Gomer Pyle.

Steve Johnson
Jamestown, N.Y.

LtCol Russell Lloyd Jr., USMC (Ret), far left, and MajGen Sidney Wade, center, escort President John F. Kennedy during a ceremonial 

review at MCRD San Diego, June 6, 1963. 
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Rifleman Badge and 
Mexican Medal Identification

This is to answer the questions of 
Corporal Ken Goodwin, “Did the Army 
and Marine Corps issue the same badge 
during World War I,” in Leatherneck’s 
May Sound Off.

The badge that was shown on the near 
right, which reads “Expert Rifleman,” 
was used by the Marine Corps in WW I 
through WW II and the Korean War and 
beyond. Then, in July 1958, the Marine 
Corps changed the wording on the bar 
portion to read “Rifle Expert.” During 
WW I, the U.S. Army wore the exact same 
“Expert Rifleman” badge as the Marine 
Corps, while the National Guard wore 
them in bronze rather than the silver. 
However, sometime between WW I and 
WW II, the Army changed their design 
completely to the type still worn in the 
Army as “Expert,” with a Maltese Cross, 
a target inside the cross, and a wreath 
around the cross.

The item that was shown on the far right 
is the bottom portion of the “Mexican 
Service Medal,” authorized by members 
of the U.S. Navy and Marine Corps 
between the designated dates. The obverse 
shows the old castle of San Juan de Ulloa 
in Veracruz harbor. The complete medal 
would have a ribbon above the planchet 

that you showed, with the following colors 
left to right: dark green, yellow (or gold), 
navy blue, yellow (or gold) and dark green. 
The complete medal is shown in color 
in the October 1943 issue of National 
Geographic.

Leon Basile
Woburn, Mass.

In your May Sound Off, Cpl Goodwin 
inquired about two items purchased at an 
antique shop. He asked, “Did the Army 
and Marine Corps issue the same badge 

during World War I?” The answer is yes.
Beginning in 1912, the Marines used 

Army marksmanship badges with crossed 
’03 rifles for “Rifle Expert” and crossed 
Colt revolvers for pistol. In 1924, the 
Marines began using an Army “pattee” 
(footed cross) badge similar to those in 
current Army use. In 1937, the Marines 
re-adopted the former crossed rifle Army 
badge of 1912 and added the USMC 
Basic Badge (declared obsolete in 1968) 
with various clasps for pistol and other 
weapons qualifications.

Under Armour

$31.46
$34.96 for 

non-members

Women’s 

Lux Tank

Shop more summer items at 

www.marineshop.net
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Run or walk 9 miles on July 22nd to honor the 

sacrifice and memory of LtCol Mario “Sugar 

Bear” Carazo. MCAF has partnered with the 

Sugar Bear Foundation to support Gold Star 

families, continuing Mario’s legacy of service.

Sugar Bear 

Memorial Run

The first 300 participants to register will 
receive an exclusive race pin with the 
image above. The registration fee is $25.

Go to mca-marines.org/event/sugar-bear-memorial-run

to register and learn more about the Series.

https://mca-marines.org/event/sugar-bear-memorial-run


The current USMC rif le and pistol 
qualification badge designs were adopted 
in 1958, with the crossed M1 Garand rifles 
and crossed M1911 pistols.

The “Expert Rifleman” badge is a 
Marine Corps item, circa post-WW I 
through WW II. These are documented in 
several reference books, including “Uni-
form Regulations United States Marine 
Corps 1937,” reprint by S. Brannan and 
“Marine Badges & Insignia of the World: 
Including Marines, Commandos, and 
Naval Infantrymen,” by B.L. Campbell. 
The badge is also referenced in a National 
Geographic special edition dated June 
1943 showing insignia of all U.S. military 
services.

During this period, the Maltese Cross-
style “Sharpshooter” badge, with one 
suspension ring, and single bar “Marks-
man” badge were also used. Most are seen 
with pin-back closures rather than the 
current pin and clutch attachments.

The disk-shaped challenge coin is a 
U.S. Navy Mexican Service medal, sans 
the cloth suspension ribbon. However, the 
reverse side should have an eagle astride 

a fouled anchor and the words United 
States Marine Corps—for Service. The 
same medal was awarded to U.S. Navy 
personnel but is so marked on the reverse.

C. “Stoney” Brook
USMC, 1961-1965
Santa Cruz, Calif.

Outfitting Today’s Marine
When I arrived at Parris Island on Sept. 

25, 1956, I was issued several sets of utili-
ties, underwear, socks, my M1, cartridge 
belt, various 782 gear and the infamous 
galvanized bucket. We didn’t receive any 
part of the class uniform until after the rifle 
range, which was after week 8 or 9. The 
Marine Corps, in its infinite wisdom, knew 
that out of everyone getting this first issue, 
a certain percentage would no longer be 
there to receive their second issue.

Every time I receive my new issue of 
Leatherneck magazine, the same question 
pops into my mind. I see today’s Marines, 
all decked out in this fancy electronic gear 
and I always have the same thought, how 
much does it cost to outfit a Marine in 
2019? It looks like it would be slightly 

more than my utilities and bucket issue 
from back in 1956.

Art Smalley
Virginia Beach, Va.

• According to Marine Corps Systems 
Command, the cost to outfit an individual 
Marine with an assault load in 2018 
was $29,333. The weight of the uniform 
and equipment was over 73 pounds—in 
2013 it was more than 90 pounds. The 
cost has more than quadrupled and the 
weight increased by 25 percent since 2000 
alone.—Editor

Feel like sounding off? Address your letter 
to: Sound Off, Leatherneck Magazine, 
P.O. Box 1775, Quantico, VA 22134, or 
send an email to: leatherneck@mca-
marines.org. Due to the heavy volume, 
we cannot answer every letter received. 
Do not send original photographs, as we 
cannot guarantee their return. All letters 
must be signed, and emails must contain 
complete names and postal mailing 
addresses. Anonymous letters will not 
be published.—Editor

Today’s Assault Load: 2018Assault Load: 2000
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Patriotic Pin Stripe

$62.96

Performance 
Polo

Shop Golf Accessories At

www.marineshop.net

http://www.marineshop.net


Reunions   
• 1stMarDiv Assn. (all eras), Aug. 

3-12, Louisville, Ky. Contact June 
Cormier, P.O. Box 9000, Box #902, 
Oceanside, CA 92051, (760) 763-3267, 
june.oldbreed@fmda.us. 

• 3rdMarDiv Assn. (all eras), Sept. 17-
22, Branson, Mo. Contact Roger Bacon, 
(215) 822-9094, rogerbacon45@yahoo 
.com. 

• USMC Combat Correspondents 
Assn., Aug. 20-23, Atlanta, Ga. Contact 
Kate Stark, (352) 448-9167, kate@usmccca 
.org. 

• USMC Vietnam Tankers Assn., 
Oct. 31-Nov. 4, Seattle, Wash. Contact 
John Wear, (719) 495-5998, johnwear2@
verizon.net. 

• Marine Corps Engineer Assn., Sept. 
12-14, San Antonio, Texas. Contact Maj 
Charlie Dismore, USMC (Ret), (512) 394-
9333, www.marcorengasn.org.  

• USMC Food Service Assn., Oct. 3, 
Woodbridge, Va. Contact Maj Rick 
Bedford, USMC (Ret), (804) 386-6991, 
rdbedford1@gmail.com, www.usmcfsa 
.org. 

• Marine Corps Mustang Assn., Sept. 
17, Branson, Mo. Contact CWO-4 Jim 
Casey, USMC (Ret), businessmngr@
marinecorpsmustang.org, www.marine 
corpsmustang.org. 

• Seagoing Marines Assn., Oct. 1-6, 
Louisville, Ky. Contact Bob Sollom, (540) 
840-9310, sol136@msn.com. 

• West Coast Drill Instructor Assn. 
(SgtMaj Leland D. “Crow” Crawford 
Chapter), Aug. 1-4, San Diego, Calif. 
Contact Gregg Stoner, (619) 884-9047, 
greggstoner22@aol.com, or CWO-3 Chip 
Dykes, USMC (Ret), (760) 908-2322, 
www.westcoastdi.org. 

• The Chosin Few, Dec. 4-8, San Diego, 
Calif. Contact Chosin Few Headquarters, 
3 Black Skimmer Ct., Beaufort, SC 29907, 
(843) 379-1011, thechosinfewinc@aol 
.com, www.chosinfew.org. 

• Montford Point Marine Association, 
Inc. (open to all veterans and supporters 
from all branches of the Armed Forces), 
Aug. 28-31, Charlotte, N.C. Contact 
MGySgt Ron Johnson, USMC (Ret), 
(504) 202-8552. 

• 26th Marines Assn. (all eras), Aug. 
23-25, New Orleans, La. Contact Sonny 
Hollub, (512) 825-4730, sonnyusmc@
gmail.com. 

• Marine Corps Recruiting Service
(all who served in a recruiting command, 
officer or enlisted), Sept. 11-15, Bluffton, 
S.C. Contact Larry Risvold, (803) 760-

4575, larryrisvold@att.net, http://marine 
corpsrecruitingservicereunion.com. 

• USMC Postal 0160/0161, Sept. 29-
Oct. 4, Norfolk, Va. Contact MSgt Robert 
I. Brown, USMC (Ret), (910) 358-7752, 
cbrown11@ec.rr.com. 

• Marine Barracks Fort Meade (NSA), 
Sept. 19-22, Valley Forge, Pa. Contact Bob 
Pepin, (508) 831-5575, rpepin@wpi.edu. 

• Marine Detachment/Barracks 
Bermuda (all eras), Sept. 15-19, Harris-
burg, Pa. Contact Dennis McDonald, (763) 
473-3458, (612) 247-3299. 

• 3rd Engineer Bn, Oct. 1-3, Rehoboth 
Beach, Del. Contact A.J. Folk, (610) 589-
1362, ajfpa@comcast.net. 

• 1/1 (RVN, 1965-1971), Oct. 23-26, 
San Diego, Calif. Contact Bill Kendle, 
(651) 248-3914, bkendle@comcast.net. 

• 1/3 (all eras), Sept. 17-22, Branson, 
Mo. Contact Don Bumgarner, (562) 897-
2437, dbumc13usmc@verizon.net. 

• 1/5 (1986-1992), Sept. 5-8, Macomb, 
Ill. Contact Scott Hainline, (309) 351-
2050, ptimfi@yahoo.com, Facebook: 1/5 
USMC 1986-1992. 

• 1/7 (1984-1988), October 2019, Las 
Vegas, Nev. Contact Maj Bill Pedrick, 
USMC (Ret), bill.pedrick@gmail.com, 
or SgtMaj Dave Jones, USMC (Ret), 
drjonessgtmaj@gmail.com. 

• 2/9 (all eras), Nov. 8-12, Arlington, 
Va. Contact Danny Schuster, (978) 667-
4762, twoninencoic@aol.com, www 
.2ndbattalion9thmarines.org. 

• “Stormy’s” 3/3, Oct. 20, San Antonio, 
Texas. Contact Burrell Landes, (303) 734-
1458, bhanon@comcast.net. 

• 3/4 (all eras), Aug. 21-25, Virginia 
Beach/Norfolk, Va. Contact Travis 
Fryzowicz, (732) 251-5518, travisjfry@
gmail.com. 

• 3/26 (RVN), Nov. 10-17, Eastern 
Caribbean Cruise from Fort Lauderdale, 
Fla. Contact James Sigman, (850) 528-
3854, www.funseas.com/26marine.  

• A/1/11 (RVN, August 1965-August 
1966), Oct. 15-18, San Diego, Calif. 
Contact Jim Wybenga, jwybenga15@
gmail.com. 

• H/2/5 (RVN), Nov. 7-10, San Antonio, 
Texas. Contact Robert Hardrick, (513) 
410-0935, www.hotel25vv.org. 

• K/3/7 (all eras), Sept. 12-16, 
Nashville, Tenn. Contact Bill Gerke, (631) 
433-8575, msggerke@aol.com. 

• M/3/7 (RVN), Oct. 9, Branson, Mo. 
Contact Keith and Judy Kohlmann, (920) 
203-5764, jckohlmann@yahoo.com. 

• 3rd 155s, M/4/12, 3rdMarDiv, Sept. 
8-12, Myrtle Beach, S.C. Contact SgtMaj 

Gordon Niska, USMC (Ret), (770) 856-
1542, sniska@windstream.net. 

• Marine Expeditionary Brigade-
Afghanistan, Task Force Leatherneck 
(2009-2010), May 1-3, 2020, Quantico, 
Va. Contact reunion committee, taskforce 
leatherneck@gmail.com. 

• Marine Corps Security Forces, 
Naval Weapons Station Earle, Sept. 
20-23, Colts Neck, N.J. Contact Dusty 
Wright, (618) 553-2205, slickstuff@
nwcable.net. 

• 38th/39th OCC, TBS 3-66/4-66, Oct. 
7-11, Newport, R.I. Contact Jack Sheehan, 
(401) 255-0387, jacksheehanjtown@me 
.com, www.usmc-thebasicschool-1966 
.com.

• TBS 4-67, Oct. 9-12, San Diego, 
Calif. Contact Ken Pouch, (860) 881-6819, 
kpouch5@gmail.com. 

• TBS 3-68, Sept. 19-22, Quantico, Va. 
Contact Norm Hapke, 9949 Halo Circle, 
La Mesa, CA 91941, (619) 249-2281, 
nhapke@cox.net. 

• TBS, Co C, 3-72, is planning a 50th-
anniversary reunion. Contact Col Joe 
Mueller, USMCR (Ret), (818) 815-8331, 
jnm21213@yahoo.com. 

• Plt 238, San Diego, 1965, Oct. 15-18, 
San Diego, Calif. Contact Bonnie Arnold 
Gallegos, (608) 582-2386, hookemceg@
hotmail.com. 

• Plt 331, Parris Island, 1959, Sep-
tember 2019, Beaufort, S.C. Contact 
R.W. Wood, (205) 903-7220, bwood9@
bellsouth.net. 

• Plt 1187, San Diego, 1969, is planning 
a reunion. Contact T.E. Miller, (618) 520-
9646, or Mark Elder, (314) 322-8516. 

• Plt 3028, San Diego, 1966, is planning 
a reunion. Contact MSgt Bob Rees, USMC 
(Ret), (619) 940-9218, bobrees86@gmail 
.com. 

• Distinguished Flying Cross Society, 
Sept. 15-19, Dayton, Ohio. Contact Warren 
Eastman, (760) 985-2810, weastman@
dfcsociety.org. 

• VMO/VMA/VMF/VMFA-251 (all 
eras), Nov. 7-10, Charleston, S.C. Contact 
Steven Dixon, (404) 944-1268, frenchy@
vmfa251.org.

Ships and Others
• USS Canberra (CA-70/CAG-2), Oct. 

9-13, Deerfield, Ill. Contact Ken Minick, 
2115 Pride Ave., Belpre, OH 45714, (740) 
423-8976, usscanberra@gmail.com. 

• USS Hornet (CVS-12) and Apollo 
Program 50th anniversary, July 18-22, 
Oakland, Calif. Contact Sandy Burket, 
P.O. Box 108, Roaring Spring, PA 16673, 

Reader Assistance Edited by Sara W. Bock
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(814) 224-5063, hornetcva@aol.com. 
• USS Iwo Jima (LPH-2/LHD-7), 

Oct. 2-5, Norfolk, Va. Contact Robert G. 
McAnally, 152 Frissell St., Hampton, VA 
23663, (757) 723-0317, yujack46709@
gmail.com. 

• USS Wasp (CVS-18) Marine Detach-
ment (1960-1970), Sept. 22-25, Niagara 
Falls, N.Y. Contact Joseph Looker, 
jsphlooker@aol.com. 

Mail Call
• Terry Lydell, 1552 148th Ave. NW, 

Andover, MN 55304, terrylydell@quality 
ci.us, to hear from anyone who served with 
or has information regarding his uncle, 
PFC Patrick John KIRBY, a WW II 
Marine parachutist with 1st Parachute 
Bn, who was listed as MIA on Nov. 29, 
1943. He is believed to have last been in-
volved in the Koiari Raid under Maj 
Richard Fagan at Bougainville along 
with Co M of the Marine Raider 
Battalion.

• MGySgt John Street, USMC (Ret), 
streetfamily1@verizon.net, to hear from 
or about CWO Danny KEMP, who 
served as admin/personnel officer with 
VMAQ-2 at MCAS Cherry Point, N.C., 
in the late 1980s-early 1990s. 

• MSgt H.L. Davis, USMC (Ret), (865) 
254-4412, halusmcret@aol.com, to hear 

from recruits ZOSA, HARDEN, F. 
DAVIS, TUCKER, J.M. SMITH, 
PRITCHETT, GREEN and all members 
of Plt 2059, Parris Island, 1982. 

• Gene T. Spanos, (847) 532-2963, 
genethemarine@gmail.com, to hear from 
Marine veterans of 3rdMarDiv who 
would like to help establish an association 
chapter in the state of Illinois. 

• Mike Brewer, (760) 550-8083, 
micbrewer@aol.com, to hear from any-
one who was assigned to the MAG-16 
provost’s office between March and 
September 1969. 

• Rosalie King, (713) 598-3324, rosalie 
@rosalieking.com, to hear from a veteran 
who has been diagnosed with PTSD
and is willing to review for accuracy an 
upcoming book about a fictional Marine 
with PTSD.

Entries for “Reader Assistance,” which 
include “Reunions,” “Mail Call,” “Wanted” 
and “Sales, Trades and Giveaways,” are 
free and printed on a space-available 
basis. Leatherneck  reserves the right to 
edit or reject any submission. Allow two 
to three months for publication. Send 
your email to s.bock@mca-marines.org, 
or write to Reader Assistance Editor, 
Leatherneck Magazine, P.O. Box 1775, 
Quantico, VA 22134.

HISTORICAL TOURS, INC

2�2�2�2�2
13198 Centerpointe Way,

STE 202 Woodbridge, VA 22193

(703) 590-1295  • www.miltours.com  

mhtours@miltours.com

AUG 28– SEP 9

50th Anniversary of the 

VN War – 1969 I-Corps

SEP 7- 15 

Evolution of the Western 

Front- WWI 1914-1918

SEP 10– 22 

50th Anniversary of the VN 

War- 1969 I-Corps

SEP 12– 19 

75th Anniversary of the 

Liberation of Peleliu

SEP 17– OCT 1

Ireland WWII U.S. Marines

Dublin-Belfast-Derry

OCT 3– 13 

China “Three Jewels”

Beijing – Xian – Shanghai

NOV 2– 13

WWI Armistice Day France & 

Explore U.S. Battlefields

NOV 28– DEC 9

50TH Anniversary of the 

VN War – Delta to the DMZ

Post Tour: Cambodia & Laos

DEC 3– 9 

Hawaii 78th Anniversary of 

Pearl Harbor & WWII Sites

Jan 4– 11 

Panama - 30th Anniversary 

of Operation Just Cause 

Feb 8– 20 

50th Anniversary of VN War

Tet Offensive & Hue City

March 24-28 

75th Iwo Jima Anniversary

APR 25– MAY 8

50th Anniversary of VN War 

I-II-III-IV Corps Delta to DMZ

UPCOMING TOURS

10% MCA&F 
MEMBER DISCOUNT

17 Sep – 1 Oct Ireland’s 50 Shades of Green & WWII Sites

MCAF Members

100 years of 

Marine Corps 

History are 

Yours to Explore

Access Leatherneck and 
Gazette Archives with stories 

from 1916 to today free 
when you log in at 

MCA-MARINES.ORG
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COMMANDER IN CHIEF VISITS THE OLDEST POST 

OF THE CORPS—Much like cherry blossoms along 

the Tidal Basin signify springtime in Washington, 

D.C., the Evening Parade at “8th and I” is a sure 

sign that summer has come to the nation’s capital. 

The “Oldest Post of the Corps” was established 

in 1801 and the Marines who are assigned to 

Marine Barracks Washington, D.C., have per-

formed countless military reviews and ceremonies 

since then. The Evening Parade was conducted 

in its current format for the first time on July 5, 

1957, and it never fails to dazzle tourists, locals 

and invited guests.

President John F. Kennedy paid a visit to Marine 

Barracks Washington, D.C., on July 12, 1962, to 

attend the precision demonstration of traditional 

military ceremonial marching and music. Those 

with a front row seat to that night’s parade were, 

from left to right, Senator Richard B. Russell; 

President Kennedy; General David M. Shoup, 

the 22nd Commandant of the Marine Corps; Vice 

President Lyndon B. Johnson; Zola Shoup; and 

Congressman Carl Vinson (just visible on the edge 

of the frame).

Evening Parades begin at 8:45 p.m. on Fridays 

during the summer. They are free and open to the 

public and feature “The President’s Own” United 

States Marine Band, “The Commandant’s Own” 

United States Marine Drum and Bugle Corps, the 

Marine Corps color guard, the Marine Corps Silent 

Drill Platoon and ceremonial marchers. 

For a schedule of Evening and Sunset Parades for 

2019, visit www.barracks.marines.mil/Parades/ 

parade-Schedule-2019. 

Saved Round By Nancy S. Lichtman
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TRICARE Form Series includes SRP-1269, or state equivalent.

For advertising purposes only, MCA&F is the Marine Corps Association

44804     ©2019 AGIA

†TRICARE Supplement benefits are subject to the terms and conditions of the policy. Policies underwritten by Hartford Life and Accident Insurance Company detail 
exclusions, limitations, reduction of benefits and terms under which the policies may be continued in force or discontinued. Please refer to the website for more information 
on exclusions and limitations, such as Pre-Existing Conditions.

HELPING TO TAKE CARE OF OUR OWN
WITH MARINECARE:  MCA&F’s Exclusive TRICARE Supplement Insurance Program

MCA&F ENDORSED TRICARE SUPPLEMENTS HELP MINIMIZE THE COSTS  
TRICARE DOES NOT COVER.
As an MCA&F Member, you are guaranteed acceptance†, subject to Pre-existing Conditions limitations. 
MarineCARE has various levels of coverage to choose from including inpatient-only and inpatient/ 
outpatient coverage.

VALUABLE SURVIVOR COVERAGE!
This benefit allows the spouse and children (if covered) of a covered member to continue coverage under 
the TRICARE Supplement Plan at no cost for one year if the member dies.

Underwritten by Hartford Life and Accident Insurance Company Hartford, CT 06155

Visit us
at www.MCAinsurance.com today!

Or call 1-866-340-4360 for more information

MCA&F’s TRICARE 
Insurance Supplements 

Help Cover 
Out-of-Pocket Expenses

https://www.MCAinsurance.com/


YOU SERVED 
OUR NATION, 

let us serve you

No Department of Defense or government agency endorsement. USAA means United Services Automobile Association and its insurance, banking, investment, and other 

companies. Banks Member FDIC. Investments provided by USAA Investment Management Company and USAA Financial Advisors Inc., both registered broker dealers, and 

affi  liates. Use of the term “member” or “membership” refers to membership in USAA Membership Services and does not convey any legal or ownership rights in USAA. 

Restrictions apply and are subject to change. To join USAA, separated military personnel must have received a discharge type of “Honorable.” Eligible former dependents 

of USAA members may join USAA. Marine Corps Association & Foundation receives fi nancial support from USAA for this sponsorship. © 2019 USAA. 259534-0419-MCAF

INSURANCE | BANKING | INVESTMENTS  | ADVICE

USAA proudly offers free membership to anyone who has honorably served our country. We welcome 

all branches, all ranks and all generations. Join the millions of servicemembers and veterans like you 

already taking advantage of our financial products and award-winning customer service. For all the 

reasons you served, we serve you.

NOW’S THE TIME TO JOIN USAA
CALL 877-651-6272 OR VISIT USAA.COM/MCA

https://www.usaa.com/MCA
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