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E ditor’ s note:  T he follow ing  article 
is the third- place w inner of the 2 0 2 1  
Leatherneck W riting  C ontest. M aj or 
Richard A . “ Rick ”  S tew art, U S M C  ( Ret)  
sponsored the contest, w hich is open to 
enlisted M arines throug h the M arine 
C orps A ssociation. U pcom ing  issues 
of Leatherneck w ill feature honorable 
m ention entries.

SPedOe\ %utOeU is one oI the fiUst 
names learned by recruits in the 
Marine Corps. “Two Marines, two 

medals” is the ditty associated with this 
iconic Marine as recruits are taught that 
Smedley Butler is among the few cou-
Uageous and seOÀess indiYiduaOs Zhose 
actions earned him the prestigious award 
twice. There is a lesser-known story in-
YoOYing %utOeU, one ZheUe an aOOeged SOot 
to stage a FouS d¶ptat inYoOYed the Fon�
sSiUatoUs attePSting to FonYinFe 0aMoU 

General Butler to lead in their plot. 
Before going into the details of the 

story, it is important to know more about 
who Smedley Butler was. This can help 
understand why he was approached for 
this plan and why he reacted the way he 
did to the planned coup d’ é tat.

Smedley Butler was born on July 30, 
����, in 3enns\OYania ZheUe he Zas OateU 
appointed a second lieutenant in the U.S. 
Marine Corps in May 1898. During his 
time in the Marine Corps, he participated 

Major General Smedley Butler
How a Legendary Marine Thwarted a 

Planned Coup d’État

Smedley Butler arrives to inspect the Marine Barracks at Shanghai, China, in 1927.
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in Pan\ EattOes inFOuding his fi Ust FonÀ iFt 
ZhiFh Zas the saPe \eaU oI his FoPPis�
sion� 6eFond /ieutenant %utOeU SaU tiF�
iSated in the 6Sanish�$PeUiFan :aU 
and OateU UeFeiYed his SUoPotion to fi Ust 
Oieutenant in $SUiO ���� EeIoUe Eeing 
assigned to a 0aUine EattaOion in 
0aniOa� %utOeU¶s ne[t FonÀ iFt ZouOd 
FoPe in -une ���� Zhen he Zas 
Zounded duUing the %attOe oI 
7ientsin� He Zas SUoPoted to FaStain, 
E\ %UeYet 5anN, IoU his FonduFt 
duUing the EattOe� ,n onO\ tZo \eaUs, 
%utOeU Panaged to Uise tZo UanNs� 

%utOeU Fontinued to do touUs oYeUseas 
untiO ���� Zhen he Zas SOaFed on UeFUuiting 
dut\� 2n $SUiO ��, ����, %utOeU¶s aFtions 
eaUned hiP his fi Ust 0edaO oI HonoU� 
%utOeU Zas the EattaOion FoPPandeU 
duUing the inteUYention at 9eUa &Uu], 
0e[iFo, ZheUe he Zas again noted IoU 
his ³distinguished FonduFt in EattOe�́  $t 
the end oI the \eaU, %utOeU UeSoUted to 
the �st %Uigade in 3hiOadeOShia, Eut he 
shoUtO\ deSaUted to Moin in the Haitian 
&aPSaign� 'uUing this FaPSaign, %utOeU 
again disSOa\ed OeadeUshiS and FouUage� 
2n 1oY� ��, ����, %utOeU Oed 0aUines 
thUough a sPaOO oSening in a IoUt duUing 
an attaFN that tuUned into hand�to�hand 
FoPEat Zith aOO eneP\ FoPEatants NiOOed, 
ZhiFh Oed to his seFond 0edaO oI HonoU� 
$IteU that, he Zas not inYoOYed in FoPEat 
IoU the Uest oI his seUYiFe, Eut he Fontinued 
to e[FeO as a OeadeU Zithin the 0aUine 
&oUSs� $t the tiPe oI his UetiUePent, he 
Zas the Post deFoUated 0aUine to haYe 
eYeU seUYed� $IteU his UetiUePent in ����, 
%utOeU YentuUed into SoOitiFs�

The Business Plot
)oOOoZing his UetiUePent, %utOeU Eegan 

giYing sSeeFhes and OeFtuUes aUound the 
nation, EeFoPing NnoZn IoU his adYoFaF\ 
oI YeteUans and aniPosit\ against ZaU and 
hoZ the 8�6� Zas handOing it at the tiPe� 
%utOeU eYen ZUote a shoUt EooN in ���� 
entitOed ³:aU ,s $ 5aFNet,́ which was 
Eased on sSeeFhes he had Eeen giYing in 
the \eaUs SUioU� 7he highO\ e[SeUienFed 
and deFoUated 0aM*en %utOeU Pade it 
NnoZn that he Zas against ZaU, against 
seUYiFePePEeUs Eeing sent to fi ght so 
soPe seOeFt indiYiduaOs and Eusinesses 
FouOd SUofi t� ,n ����, aIteU %utOeU had 
Pade this stanFe NnoZn, he UeSoUted to 
the )%, that soPe OeadeUs oI the $PeUiFan 
/egion aSSUoaFhed hiP Zith the intent IoU 
hiP to Oead an aUP\ oI ���,��� Pen to 
stage a FouS, UePoYing 3Uesident )UanNOin 
'� 5ooseYeOt and heOSing instaOO a diFtatoU� 
%utOeU aOso Pentioned that the eIIoUt 
aOOegedO\ ZouOd haYe the EOessings and 
Iunding IUoP soPe Eig Eusinesses Zithin 

the 8�6�, ZhiFh ZouOd Ee FoPe 
NnoZn as ³7he %usiness 3Oot�́

$FFoUding to %utOeU¶s aFFounts, 
he Zas fi Ust aSSUoaFhed E\ *eUaOd 
0aF*uiUe, a FoPPandeU IoU the 
$PeUiFan /egion¶s &onneFtiFut 
detaFhPent and a :aOO 6tUeet Eond 
saOesPan� %utOeU¶s aFFounts oI the 
Peetings sa\ that 0aF*uiUe 
disguised his intentions Zhen 
aSSUoaFhing hiP, seePing to onO\ 
Zant %utOeU¶s suSSoUt UegaUding 
YeteUans¶ issues� He shoZed %utOeU his 
EanN statePents that aPounted to �� 
PiOOion in toda\¶s eFonoP\, enough to 
EUing YeteUans to an $PeUiFan /egion 

Marine o�  cers at Vera Cruz, Mexico, in 1914. Shown, left to right are, Capt F.H. 
DeLario, SgtMaj John H. Quick, LtCol Wendell C. Neville, Col John A. Lejeune, and Maj 
Smedley D. Butler.

Left: Smedley Butler was commissioned a second 
lieutenant in 1898. His service was interrupted 

in the mid-1920s when he temporarily left the 
Marine Corps to serve as the director of public 

safety for the city of Philadelphia, Pa. During 
Butler’s exemplary career, he received the 
Medal of Honor twice.
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ZhiFh Zas the saPe \eaU oI his FoPPis�
sion� 6eFond /ieutenant %utOeU SaU tiF�
iSated in the 6Sanish�$PeUiFan :aU 
and OateU UeFeiYed his SUoPotion to fi Ust 

%utOeU Fontinued to do touUs oYeUseas 
untiO ���� Zhen he Zas SOaFed on UeFUuiting 
dut\� 2n $SUiO ��, ����, %utOeU¶s aFtions 
eaUned hiP his fi Ust 0edaO oI HonoU� 
%utOeU Zas the EattaOion FoPPandeU 
duUing the inteUYention at 9eUa &Uu], 

Left: Smedley Butler was commissioned a second 
lieutenant in 1898. His service was interrupted 

in the mid-1920s when he temporarily left the 
Marine Corps to serve as the director of public 

safety for the city of Philadelphia, Pa. During 
Butler’s exemplary career, he received the 
Medal of Honor twice.

Above: Capt Smedley Butler fought in 
the Battle of Tientsin and was promoted 
to captain for his conduct during the 
battle. This photo was taken in China in 
1901.
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con vention. Throughout the meetings, 
MacGuire’ s intentions were revealed. 
MacGuire discussed his negative views 
of President Roosevelt’ s policies, spe-
Fifi FaOO\ his ³seSaUation IUoP the goOd 
standard” and his New Deal policies, 
when it came to the relief for the poor and 
un ePSOo\ed and the UeIoUP oI the fi nanFiaO 
s\steP� /ateU, 0aF*uiUe fi naOO\ EeFaPe 
FoPIoUtaEOe enough Zith %utOeU to UeYeaO 
that he Zanted %utOeU to Oead an aUP\ oI 
veterans for a coup d’ é tat.

%utOeU UeSoUted that 0aF*uiUe Pen�
tioned the gUouS oI ZeaOth\ 
SaUties that ZeUe EaFNing this 
SOan� 7his inFOuded 5oEeUt 
6teUOing &OaUN, Zho had a ��� 
million net worth as an heir of 
the Singer sewing machine for-
tune� &OaUN Zas PoUe IoUZaUd 
aEout his intentions, SaUtiFuOaUO\ 
ex pressing displeasure with 
Roosevelt’ s handling of the gold 
standaUd� %utOeU stated that onFe 
aSSUoaFhed aEout Oeading the 
aUP\, he SUetended that he Zas 
in agreement with their plans and 
onO\ Zent aOong Zith it to tU\ to 
gather as much informa tion as he 
FouOd EeIoUe Sassing inIoUPation 
aOong to the )%,� 7his inFOuded 
the SOans IoU oEtaining suSSOies 
IoU the aUP\ inFOuding oEtaining 
weapons and ammunition from 
5eP ington $UPs &o�, a FoPSan \ 
SaUtiaOO\ FontUoOOed E\ one oI the 
supporting families.

%utOeU enOisted the aid oI 3auO 
&oPO\ )UenFh, a UeSoUteU IoU 
the P hiladelphia Record, to Ee 
a second witness for the claims 
Eeing Pade E\ 0aF*uiUe and the 
Fo�FonsSiUatoUs� 2nFe %utOeU IeOt 
he had enough in formation, he 
fi naOO\ deFOined the oIIeU IUoP 
0aF*uiUe, stat ing to hiP, ³,I \ou 
get ���,��� soOdieUs adYoFating 
IoU an\thing sPeOOing oI )asFisP, , aP 
going to get ���,��� PoUe and OiFN the 
heOO out oI \ou, and Ze ZiOO haYe a UeaO 
war right here at home.” Following that, 
he FontaFted the )%, to SUesent aOO the 
evidence he had and then headed to 
&ongUess to testiI\ undeU oath� 

Outcome
:hat IoOOoZed Zhen %utOeU SUesented 

the eYidenFe Zas FonIusion on hoZ to Eest 
proceed with the information given. Paul 
)UenFh¶s testiPon\ Zas aEOe to FoUUoEoUate 
the stoU\ %utOeU SUesented� ,nitiaOO\, 
%utOeU¶s UeSoUt to &ongUess Zas not YeU\ 
well-received. Despite the evidence he 
EUought, Pan\ oI his statePents ZeUe 

thrown out of consideration. Once French 
and 0aF*uiUe gaYe theiU testiPon\, PoUe 
investigations into the planned coup d’ é tat 
ZeUe initiated� hoZeYeU, the fi naO UeSoUt 
Zas stiOO not ideaO� ,t stated that it Zas 
YeU\ OiNeO\ that aOO oI the FOaiPs FouOd Ee 
IaFts and that theUe ZeUe indeed ³FeUtain 
SeUsons´ Zho ZeUe PaNing an attePSt 
to estaEOish a IasFist oUgani]ation in the 
FountU\� 7he UeSoUt aOso said, ³7heUe 
is no q uestion that these attempts were 
discussed, were planned, and might have 
Eeen SOaFed in e[eFution Zhen and iI the 

fi nanFiaO EaFNeUs deePed it e[Sedient�́  
Despite this statement and the evidence, a 
Congressional  committee stated in their 
fi Ust UeSoUt that the\ saZ no Ueason to EUing 
in an\ oI the otheU aOOeged FonsSiUatoUs 
for q uestioning and decided to omit their 
naPes in the fi naO UeSoUt to aYoid the Ead 
SuEOiFit\�

:ith aOO the eYidenFe and the testiPon\ 
giYen to IuUtheU heOS the Fase %utOeU Zas 
PaNing, nothing Zas done E\ the FoPPit�
tee. Even President Roosevelt was dismis-
siYe oI the SOot� 7he Fase Zas PostO\ sZeSt 
undeU the Uug, and naPes oI the ZeaOth\ 
and prestigious people who were said to 
Ee FonneFted to the Fase ZeUe oPitted� 
The president himself even had transcripts 

from the hearing suppressed from the 
SuEOiF� )UeedoP oI ,nIoUPation $Ft Ue�
Tuests ZeUe Pade to the )%, IoU fi Oes on 
0aF*uiUe Eut ZeUe UetuUned Zith ³no 
UesSonsiYe doFuPents,́  desSite the fi Oe 
the )%, UeOeased aUound the tiPe oI the 
Fase IoU %utOeU haYing nuPeUous UeIeU�
ences to MacGuire. While there was some 
agreement through the intelligence pro-
vided that there was a plot for a coup d’ é tat, 
the agreement ended there. Since it was 
neYeU Zent Ee\ond the SOanning stage and 
seemed far from execution, the committee 

saZ no need IoU an\ aFtion to Ee 
taNen� %utOeU Zas UidiFuOed E\ 
soPe oI the Pedia, sa\ing that 
it Zas nothing Eut a hoa[� 
0aF*uiUe Sassed aZa\ Must a 
month after the case was con-
cluded, which his doctor stated 
Zas due to a FoPEination oI 
pneumonia and poor health due 
to the aFFusations� 0an\ doF�
uments regarding this case were 
not released until decades later. 

,n the end, no one Zas SUos�
eFuted in this Fase� %utOeU¶s out�
standing seUYiFe in FoPEat and 
his OateU SoOitiFaO stanFes OiNeO\ 
Pade hiP seeP OiNe the ideaO 
candidate for MacGuire and his 
vocal support of veterans and his 
FoPEat e[SeUienFe Pade hiP 
seeP ideaO to Oead an aUP\ oI 
veterans. His stances regard ing 
ZaU SUofi teeUing and the goYeUn�
Pent¶s UoOe in it OiNeO\ aOso SOa\ed 
a part. Despite his criticisms, 
%utOeU stated he IeOt a dut\ to taNe 
the oSSoUtunit\ to gatheU as 
much information as he could 
EeIoUe he deFOined the SUoSosaO 
and exposed the plot. Even to this 
da\, theUe has Eeen no outUight 
statement as to whether it was 
all factual or not, despite the 
evidence. 

5egaUdOess, 6PedOe\ %utOeU EeOieYed 
he saZ a thUeat to his FountU\, and he did 
what he thought was right while showing 
the FouUage and fi eUFe sSiUit that eaUned 
hiP his deFoUations E\ EoOdO\ stating that 
he Zas SUeSaUed to EUing an eTuaO IoUFe 
EaFN at the FonsSiUatoUs and giYe theP a 
ZaU to SUoteFt his FountU\�

E ditor’ s note:  A ll photos are courtesy 
of M arine C orps A rchives and S pecial 
C ollections.

A uthor’ s bio:  S S g t J oseph H olm an is 
from  L ex ing ton, S .C . H e enlisted in M ay 
2 0 1 0  and his M O S  is 3 4 3 2  D isbursing . H e 
is currently a recruiter in B attle C reek , 
M ichig an, f or RS L ansing .

Smedley Butler poses with bulldogs Bill, Sergeant Thunder 
and Jiggs II, as they watch the football game at Franklin Field 
in Philadelphia, Pa., between the Quantico Marines and the 
American Legion All Stars on Armistice Day in 1930.
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