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IDEAS & IssUEs (DOCTRINE)

Irregular Warfare

New concepts for consideration
by Concepts and Plans Division, MCWL

hus far in the 21st century, the

United States has increasingly

faced state and nonstate adver-

saries who employ irregular

warfare to counter our vast conventional
military power. That trend is expected to
continue with the implication that U.S.
forces must become as adept at waging ir-
regular warfare—both defensively and of-
fensively—as we are at waging conventional
warfare. We must become expert in irregu-
lar methods—unconventional, guerrilla,
economic, cultural, technological, and
other assorted means—in order to defend
the Nation in the protracted regional or
global irregular warfare campaigns ahead.
Our rich and varied national experience

in irregular warfare—from 1776 to Iraq—
shows that we must approach it in a funda-
mentally different manner from our
approach to conventional warfare. While
many of our current Department of De-
fense capabilities have applicability in ir-

regular warfare, many others need to be de-
veloped and incorporated into doctrine
and training. The Concepts and Plans Di-
vision, Marine Corps Warfighting Labora-
tory (MCWL), Marine Corps Combat
Development Command (MCCDC), is
developing a set of concepts and doctrine
to help shape the capability development.
These recently published or forthcoming
publications include:
* The Multi-Service Concept for Irregular
Warfare was produced in cooperation
with U.S. Special Operations Command’s
(USSOCom’s) Center for Knowledge and
Futures and approved by the Command-
ing General (CG), MCCDC and the
Deputy Commander, USSOCom in early
August 20006. It describes how U.S. mili-
tary forces will conduct irregular warfare
in support of unified action on a regional
or global scale against both state and non-
state adversaries. It is meant as a guide for
enhancing and improving U.S. military

capabilities and capacities, and to point
toward closer integration of U.S. military
and civilian agencies in meeting the irreg-
ular warfare challenge. It describes a com-
prehensive approach for applying all
elements of U.S. national power—eco-
nomic, diplomatic, cultural, and techno-
logical, as well as military—to achieve
U.S. objectives. This publication may be
viewed on the MCWL web site at hetp://
www.mewl.usme.mil.

* A Tentative Manual for Countering Ir-
regular Threats: An Updated Approach to
Counterinsurgency was issued in limited
numbers by MCCDC during July 2006
for comment and refinement. Targeted at
the battalion level and above, it is in-
tended to promote discussion and debate
on how to counter complex and dynamic
insurgent threats by influencing the en-
vironment through the coordinated pur-
suit of six logical lines of operation—
information/intelligence, humanitarian
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These new doctrinal publications provide the basis for an operating concept in irregular warfare. (Covers courtesy of Concepts and Plans Division, MCWL )
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Although the future is highly uncertain,
what does appear likely is that our Nation’s
enemies will not seek to attack our
strengths but, rather, will strive to negate
these strengths through various means, in-
cluding hiding amongst the indigenous
populations of fragile or failed states. The
publications noted above reflect the com-
plex environmental challenges that war
amongst the people can create. A common
theme that emerges from these publica-
tions is that the capabilities required to
wage irregular warfare are largely intellec-
tual rather than material or technical. The
general premise is that mental agility and
organizational adaprability will enable and
support the Marine Corps’ successful par-

ticipation in intervention campaigns—
even if that intervention is in the complex

aid, economic advice, defense and secu-
rity, governance, and combat operations.
These six operational lines, all applied by

Irregular warfare is a part of the Corps’ past, present, and future. (Photo by LCp! Terence L. Yancey.)

iar combat skills with skills more often as-
sociated with civilian agencies, such as re-
construction and stability, to defeat an

environment posed by irregular warfare.
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a combined military/civilian team, are insurgency.

not prescriptive but representative, and e e TR e

the Tentative Manual shows how, in a

given campaign design, their number can

be expanded or shrunk to meet the re-
| quirements of a particular intervention.
This publication is available to registered
users on the MCWL web site at heep://
www.mcwl.usme.mil.
¢ Small Unit Leader’s Guide to Counterin-
surgency, signed by the CG, MCCDC on

20 July 2006, provides a collection of tac-

tics, techniques, and procedures that rep- EMP

resent the current counterinsurgency v
“best practices” from the U.S., British,
and Australian experience. This publica-
tion is aimed at small unit leaders at the
squad, platoon, and company levels. It is
available to registered users on the
MCWL web site at http://www.mcwl.
| usmc.mil.

* Field Manual 3-24/Marine Corps
Warfighting Publication 3.33-5, Coun-
terinsurgency Manual, is currently under
development in cooperation with the
U.S. Army. It aims to fill a doctrinal gap
by describing how offensive, defensive,
and stability operations, conducted along
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