





After reaching the beachhead, a wave of Marines is organized to prepare for the push inland on Iwo Jima, Feb. 19, 1945.

Division reserve consisted of Landing
Teams (LT) 3/28 and 1/26. CT 26 (less
LT 1/26) was in reserve.

The first wave hit the beaches between
8:59 a.m. and 9:03 a.m., and 2/28 landed
facing Mount Suribachi in order to cover
the open left flank. Beaches were lightly
held by the enemy, but when the assault
units moved inland Japanese artillery and
mortar fire increased steadily.

Supporting units encountered consider-
able difficulty on the beach. The loose
volcanic sand was bogging down the
wheeled vehicles, the surf was causing
a considerable number of landing craft
to broach, and the steep terraces were
impeding movement from the beaches.
Enemy artillery and mortar fire blanketed
the entire beach area and extensive mine
fields were taking a heavy toll.

In spite of these difficulties, reserves
and initial supplies continued to pour
ashore. Tanks were coming in by 9:30 a.m.

At 12:15 p.m., 3/28 landed and 1/26 was
soon released to CT 27 to fill in a gap
between the right flank of CT 27 and the
4th Division. The remainder of CT 26 was
ashore by 5:32 p.m. By the end of the day,
all the main elements of the 5th Division
were ashore. After cutting the island in

Marines hug lwo’s black volcanic sand
as mortar shells burst all around during
the initial fighting on the tiny island.
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two, the 27th Marines moved northward
while the 28th Marines attacked to the
south against Mount Suribachi.

On Feb. 20, the 5th Division resumed
its two-pronged attack, CT 28 toward the
south against Mount Suribachi and CT
27 toward the north and Airfield No. 1.
The attack against Mount Suribachi was
met with heavy fire from pillboxes and
emplacements at the base of the mountain

and from caves dug into the cliffs. By
the end of the day, only minor gains had
been made.

On the 5th Division’s northern front,
CT 27 was able to make some progress
although enemy opposition was heavy.
Enemy artillery and mortar fire continued
to fall on the beaches, and casualties
mounted. The beach line was littered
with broached and wrecked landing craft,
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Riflemen lead the way as flame throwing Marines of the 5th Division, crouched with the weight of their weapons, move up to work
on a concentration of Japanese pillboxes.

SGT LOU LOWERY, USMC

The enemy had worked hard and efficiently in their defensive preparations on Iwo Jima. With pillboxes so strong that they could
withstand direct hits from high explosive ordnance, well-trained Japanese soldiers were prepared to defend the 8 square miles of
theisland.
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and the loose sand continued to pose a
problem in the delivery of supplies ashore.
Green Beach 1 was impassable except
for LVTs. In spite of these difficulties,
the shore and beach parties somehow
delivered the goods.

t 8:45 a.m. on Feb. 21, CT 28
A continued its drive on Mount

Suribachi and again progress
was slow in the face of determined enemy
resistance. Concealed Japanese positions
were captured in hand-to-hand combat
and with the assistance of flame throwers
and demolition squads. By nightfall, CT
28 had reached the base of the mountain,
where it dug in for the night.

Meanwhile, CT 27 was also encounter-
ing stiff enemy resistance in its drive
northward. Casualties were heavy, es-
pecially in the area of LT 1/26. With
the assistance of tanks, an advance of
approximately 900 yards was made during
the day.

At daylight on Feb. 22, CT 26 passed
through the 27th Marines and launched
an attack although Japanese fire on the
right flank slowed the regiment’s advance
to just several hundred yards. They were
again subjected to enfilade fire and forced
to withdraw to its original position.

Meanwhile, CT 28, in the southern
sector, was working its way around the
base of Suribachi. The fighting was in
the nature of a direct assault on Japanese
fortifications by small units of riflemen.
At the end of the day, Suribachi had been
surrounded except for a 400-yard stretch
on the west coast. It was decided to send
a patrol up the northern face of Suribachi
on the morning of Feb. 23. At9 a.m., LT
2/28 was ordered to secure and occupy
the top of the mountain.

A patrol from Company E, LT 2/28 was
able to climb to the rim of the crater
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without the use of special scaling equip-
ment. Our men, led by Platoon Sergeant
Ernst 1. Thomas Jr. (killed in action on
March 3, 1945), reached the top of
Suribachi and planted a small flag (54
inches by 28 inches) on the northeast rim
of the crater at about 10:20 a.m. Sergeant
Thomas’s advance party was followed by
the remainder of the 40-man patrol from
Co E, led by First Lieutenant Harold G.
Schrier, executive officer of the company.

A large flag (8 feet by 4 feet, 8 inches)
was procured from LST 779, and later
this flag, made famous by the photograph
taken by Joe Rosenthal of the Associated
Press, was flying above the smoke of
battle.
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At a forward observation post, Marine
spotters located the exact fix on an
enemy position and call to request a
concentration of fire on the Japanese
strong point.

After securing the top of Suribachi, the
28th Marines was placed in Fifth Corps
reserve until Feb. 28, mopping up and
picking off Japanese who succeeded in
digging themselves out of caves during
darkness.

By Feb. 24, more than 600 dead Japanese
had been counted on the rugged slopes
of Suribachi and it was estimated that
perhaps 1,000 additional enemy soldiers
had been sealed in caves. Engineers
sealed 180 caves and cave entrances in
the Suribachi area, and infantry and
demolition teams destroyed more than
200 Japanese installations. By Feb. 26,
the Mount Suribachi area was considered
secure.

In the northern sector CT 26, with LT
2/27 still attached, continued its efforts
to drive ahead through the formidable
obstacles of terrain and the heavy enemy
fire. In an attempt to knock out the enemy
positions, just beyond Airfield No. 1, that
had been holding up the advance, a heavy
preparation was laid down on Feb. 24
by artillery, naval gunfire, and planes,
and the tanks of all three divisions were
concentrated for a coordinated drive.
Assisted by this spearhead, CT 21 in the
4th Division zone of action was able to
move forward abreast of CT 26 by noon
of Feb. 24. A second barrage was then
laid down on the same targets by all

A patrol prepares to depart after receiving their orders in the early days of the battle
of lwo Jima, February 1945. (Photo by Sgt Lou Lowery, USMC)
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Right: A badly wounded Marine receives
vital blood plasma (foreground) as
MajGen Keller Rockey watches corpsmen
attend to some of the 5th Division
wounded during the Battle of lwo Jima.
(Leatherneck file photo)

available artillery, planes, rockets, and
naval gunfire. Under cover of this heavy
preparation, CT 26 advanced slowly
forward, still under heavy fire from Japa-
nese in the well-entrenched cave positions
on the right flank.

When a barrage was laid down on one of
the positions, the defenders merely retired
to the depths of their emplacement and sat
tight. When the bombardment ceased, the
enemy troops remanned their weapons
and when the Marines advanced, opened
up with heavy fire. When one position was
assaulted, the Japanese would move to
another position on the flank where they
would open up with a deadly surprise fire.

In spite of this stubborn resistance,
CT 26 managed to make a gain of ap-

60 LEATHERNECK / AUGUST 2021

Marines await medevac on Iwo Jima, February
1945. More than 20,000 Marines were wounded
during the iconic battle.

proximately 500 yards on Feb. 24. By
this time, the massed fires laid down by
the Marine Corps artillery were proving
their value, and their accuracy had been
greatly increased by observation posts
that had been set up on newly won Mount
Suribachi.

The next day, Feb. 25, was a quiet one
for the 5th Division but on Feb. 26, after
a heavy preparatory barrage, CT 26 (LT

2/27 attached) jumped off to resume the
drive northward. Throughout the day
heavy artillery and mortar fire was re-
ceived from enemy positions on the high
ground to the north. Counter-battery fire
was successful in knocking out a number
of the Japanese guns. By nightfall, CT 26
had advanced about 300 yards. By this
time, the 5th Division’s casualties had
mounted to 3,518, while Japanese losses
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Officers of the 5th Division direct operations from a sandbagged position on lwo Jima. From the left: BGen Leo D. Hermle, Assistant
Division Commander; MajGen Keller E. Rockey (with phone), Division Commander; Col James F. Shaw, Operations Officer; and Col
Ray Robinson, Division Chief of Staff.

to the Division totaled 2,663 dead and
five prisoners.

On Feb. 27, CT 27 (LT 1/26 attached)
relieved CT 26 and, following an artil-
lery preparation, resumed the attack. Con-
ditions in the rear areas had improved and
supplies were moving up steadily. Snipers
were being mopped up by patrols, and the
rebuilding of Airfield No. 1 was under
way. The commanding officer of VMO-5
landed his OY-1 plane on the first airfield
and began preparations for bringing in the
remainder of the squadron.

n Feb. 28, following a 45-minute
O preparation by artillery, naval

gunfire, air attack and rockets,
CT 27 launched an attack to secure an
intermediate objective which included
Hill 362. Progress was very slow due
primarily to the necessity of reducing
each cave and covered emplacement. CT
27 was up against the backbone of the
enemy’s cross-island defensive position.
Hill 362, although only 362 feet high, was
rugged and rocky and dotted with many
caves. The hill provided excellent enemy
observation of the entire western side of
the island.

In addition to the enemy resistance
from caves and pillboxes, 5th Division
units were faced with flanking fire from
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the right. The Japanese had apparently
one or more gun positions on one of the
two rocks, Kama and Kangoku, that lay
about 600 yards off the west coast. Steady
pressure and intense fire were maintained
against Hill 362, but the enemy put up a
bitter and determined defense, making
no withdrawal, but leaving each man to
be killed in his position or, if bypassed,
to become a sniper in the rear of our
lines. Time and again, elements of CT
27 managed to climb part way up the hill,
only to be wiped out or driven off.

By 5 p.m. on Feb. 28, the crest of Hill
362 had been taken, but it was not entirely
secure.

CT 28 (LT 3/26 attached) relieved CT
27 on March | and attacked with three
battalions abreast. The attack moved
slowly ahead and by 10:30, Landing
Teams 1/28 and 2/28 had completely
occupied Hill 362 and the ridge line
running east and west, but were unable
to negotiate the steep cliff on the north
side because of heavy machine-gun and
mortar fire. Artillery, mortar and rockets
were concentrated in front of the hill, but
with little effect. At the end of the day’s
operations, Hill 362 was secure but still
under a heavy artillery and mortar fire.

The next major objective was Nishi

Ridge. At 8 a.m., March 2, CT 28, LT 3/27
and the 5th Tank Battalion jumped off in
an attempt to take the ridge running east
from Nishi. Landing Team 3/26 attacked
in conjunction with CT 28. At about 2
p.m., LT 2/26 was ordered to move to the
right flank to relieve 3rd Division elements
in the 5th Division zone of action and tie
in with the right flank of LT 3/26.

The scheme of maneuver was for LTs
1/28 and 2/28 to attack along the right and
left sides of Hill 362 and join on the north
side. Landing Team 3/28 was to continue
up the west coast on the left of LT 2/28.
Landing Team 2/28 sustained very heavy
casualties while crossing the open field in
front of Hill 362.

At 7:30 a.m., March 3, the 5th Division
attacked with CTs 28 and 26 abreast, left
to right. Positions were consolidated at 5
p.m., but all elements were engaged in
close-quarter fighting. Landing Team
1/26 was engaged with an active enemy
force throughout the night of March 3-4 in
grenade exchanges and very close-quarter
fighting. The attack was continued at 7:30
a.m., March 4.

March 5 was devoted to reorganizing
and improving positions and mopping up
rear areas, and the attack was resumed
the next day. The Japanese poured heavy
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rifle, machine-gun, and mortar fire and
phosphorus shells into the advancing
units. Jagged rock and open country made
tank support impossible and reduced the
effectiveness of artillery support.

On March 7, three regiments, the 28th,
26th, and 27th Marines, left to right,
attacked abreast and CT 28 advanced
rapidly against moderate small arms
and machine-gun fire, capturing Hill 215,
located about 850 yards north of Hill 362.
CT 27 (less 3rd Battalion) made limited
gains.

The attack was resumed just before 8
a.m., March 8, with the main effort on
the right in the zone of CT 27. In a battle
against terrain as well as the Japanese, CT
28 advanced approximately 300 yards.
Enemy resistance from cave positions
was strong and the rocky-edged reverse
slopes were defended equally as well
as the forward slopes. CT 26 estimated
that in its advance to the north as many
Japanese were bypassed as were killed.

Along the west coast, the all but im-
passable terrain, together with active
enemy opposition, limited the advance of
CT 28 on March 9. The attack by LT 2/27
against one of the strongest points of the
island resulted in a furious battle at close
range. Resistance on the Division’s left

flank was light until the advancing units
came under fire from the high ridge run-
ning generally southeast from Kitano
Point. A deep gorge that ran across 700
yards of the front provided a further ob-
stacle and armored bulldozers were used
in an attempt to clear a road for movement
of tanks into the front lines. Little advance
was made on the rest of the Division’s front.

t 8:30 a.m., March 11, the 3rd
A and 4th Divisions, on the right

of the 5th, attacked to seize the
remainder of the island as the 5th attacked
with CT 28 and CT 27 abreast.

CT 28 pushed its front lines to the rim
of the rocky gorge to its front, while CT
27 (with LT 1/26 attached), continuing its
methodical destruction of enemy caves,
was able to make some advance on the
right. Heavy casualties resulted from the
intense and accurate enemy small-arms
fire delivered at close range. Direct
artillery and air support could not be used
but artillerymen from the 13th Marines
were used as infantry replacements. The
attack met with bitter resistance all along
the front as it resumed at 7 a.m. on March
12. Tanks spearheaded the attack of CT
27 (LT 2/26 attached), but progress was
slow against the network of pillboxes,
spider traps and caves.

r

The Sth Division secured its attack at
6:30 a.m., March 14, with three regiments
abreast. The two days of softening up of
the enemy’s final position had had its
effect and an advance had been registered
in the center and on the right by CT 26 and
CT 27. The key to the enemy defensive
position continued to be the rocky gorge
and the strong point in the line on the 5th
Division’s right flank.

At 10:30 a.m. a bombing run was made
against targets on the cliff positions just
south of Kitano point and tank-dozers and
armored bulldozers were used to prepare
tank routes over the almost impassable
terrain. By the end of the day, CT 27 had
advanced 600 yards.

The attack was continued the next day
against enemy resistance centered around
the strong point on the Sth Division’s right
flank. This position, plus the rocky gorge
facing CT 28, blunted efforts to bypass or
encircle by advancing the 5th’s right flank.

At 8:15 a.m., March 16, the 3rd Division
attacked on the 5th Division’s right
reaching the north coast at 1:50 p.m.

At 6 p.m. on March 16, the commanding
general of the landing forces reported that
organized resistance on Iwo Jima had
ceased and that the island was secured
except for the small pocket in the Sth
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As the battle raged on, equipment, vehicles and other supplies were destroyed or rendered useless.
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Above: A Japanese soldier explains to a Marine guard how this huge, mechanized
map was used by his navy’s senior leaders.
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e & .
A lone Japanese soldier sends messages from Sasebo’s once-buzzing underground
radio-monitor room.
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Division zone of action and mopping-up
operations. But that small pocket was to
require another 12 days to eliminate, and
the mopping up was to cost the lives of
a considerable number of Marines in all
three divisions.

After an unsuccessful attempt to in-
duce Col Ikeda, commanding officer of
the Japanese 145th Infantry Regiment,
to surrender, CT 26 (LT 3/28 attached)
attacked to the north on March 17. LT
1/26 had reached the north coast at Kitano
Point and initiated an attack around the
point, and captured Hill 165 while CT 25
closed in on the remaining enemy from
the north and east forming a pocket of
resistance in a rocky cave-studded gorge.

Throughout March 18, flame-thrower
tanks and demolition teams were busy
slowly but surely destroying the caves in
the canyon that ran down to the sea. The
enemy continued bitterly and fanatically
to resist. At 1 p.m., on March 19, LT 3/27
moved into the southeast end of the gorge
and began to push slowly toward the sea.

At 10:30 a.m. the dedication and
memorial service of the 5th Division
cemetery was held. The 13th Marines
were re-embarked, and the 27th Marines
were loading over White Beach.

On March 22, CT 26 (LTs 3/28 and 3/27
attached) continued to attack down the
gorge as the main enemy resistance was
now centered on the southwest bank. In
the late afternoon of March 23, organized
enemy resistance appeared to break. At
10:45 a.m. on March 25, CT 28 (LT 3/26
attached) had reached the coastal cliff
and by 6 p.m., the 5th Division area was
mopped up.

The 5th Division zone of action was
turned over to the 3rd Marine Division
at 0800, March 26.

The 5th Division completed re-
embarkation and sailed on March 27, via
Eniwetok, for Hawaii. The Division had
killed 11,314 Japanese and captured 62,
while suffering 2,501 dead and missing,
and 6,218 wounded.

The Division was initially included
in plans to land the 5th Corps in the
Kushikino area during the proposed
invasion of the Japanese mainland but
the Japanese government sued for peace
on Aug. 10 and orders were changed to
participating in the occupation of Japan.

The Division reached Sasebo on Sept.
22 and was assigned the mission of
occupying the city and patrolling roads
leading into Sasebo.

By Nov. 30, with the most exacting
requirements of the operation completed,
the 5th Division was preparing to embark
for return to the United States in mid-
December. g
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Passing the Word

VA Plans Expansion of Benefits
For Toxic Exposure Claims

On May 27, the Department of Veterans
Affairs announced two major decisions
related to presumptive conditions asso-
ciated with Agent Orange and particulate
matter exposures during military service
in Southwest Asia.

VA will begin implementing provisions
of the William M. Thornberry National
Defense Authorization Act for fiscal year
2021, adding three conditions to the list
of those presumptively associated with
exposure to herbicide agents, more com-
monly known as Agent Orange. Those
conditions are bladder cancer, hypo-
thyroidism and Parkinsonism.

“Many of our nation’s veterans have
waited a long time for these benefits,”
said VA Secretary Denis McDonough.
“VA will not make them wait any longer.
This is absolutely the right thing to do for
veterans and their families.”

VA will apply the provisions of court
orders related to Nehmer vs. U.S. Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs, which may
result in an earlier date for entitlement to
benefits for veterans who served in the
Republic of Vietnam during the Vietnam
War. Vietnam War-era veterans and their
survivors, who previously filed and were
denied benefits for one of these three new

» Every Veteran
Has a
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presumptive conditions, will have their
cases automatically reviewed without the
need to refile a claim. VA will send letters
to impacted veterans and survivors.
The VA Secretary recently concluded
the first iteration of a newly formed in-
ternal VA Process to review scientific
evidence to support rulemaking resulting
in the recommendation to consider
creation of new presumptions of service
connection for respiratory conditions
based on VA’s evaluation of a National
Academies of Science, Engineering and
Medicine report and other evidence. VA’s
review supports initiation of rulemaking
to address the role that particulate matter
pollution plays in generating chronic
respiratory conditions based on VA’s
evaluation of a National Academies of
Science, Engineering and Medicine report
and other evidence. VA’s review supports
initiation of rulemaking to address the role
that particulate matter pollution plays in
generating chronic respiratory conditions,
which may include asthma, rhinitis and
sinusitis for veterans who served in the
Southwest Asia theater of operations
during the Persian Gulf War and/or after
Sept. 19, 2001, or in Afghanistan and
Uzbekistan during the Persian Gulf War.
“VA is establishing a holistic approach
to determining toxic exposure presump-

Beland Glenn

Compiled by Sara W. Bock

tion going forward. We are moving out
smartly in initiating action to consider
these and other potential new presump-
tions, grounded in science and in keeping
with my authority as Secretary of VA,”
said McDonough.

VA is initiating rulemaking to consider
adding the respiratory conditions men-
tioned previously and will conduct broad
outreach efforts to reach impacted vet-
erans and encourages them to participate
in the rulemaking process.

For more information, visithttps:/www
.publichealth.va.gov/exposures/burnpits/
index.asp.

VA

Nonprofit Helps Veterans’ Stories
Go Viral on TikTok

Whether it’s the stigma surrounding
mental health in the military or the heavy
burden many individuals carry, it’s too
often that veterans don’t have the oppor-
tunity to share their stories in a safe and
inclusive environment. One national non-
profit, dedicated to sharing these stories,
has found an unlikely platform to keep
history alive and allow veterans the thera-
peutic benefits of sharing: mobile video-
sharing app TikTok.

Veterans Breakfast Club (VBC) is a
national nonprofit that collects and shares

Veterans share
their stories during
a “VBC Greatest
Generation Live”
Zoom meeting
hosted by Veterans
Breakfast Club
executive director
Todd DePastino,
pictured in the

top left corner.
The organization,
which has gained
afollowing on
TikTok thanks to its
entertaining videos
about military

life, is dedicated

to giving veterans
digital platforms
for sharing

their personal
experiences.

COURTESY OF VETERANS BREAKFAST CLUB
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SUNSET PARADE—For the first time in nearly four years, “The Commandant’s Own” U.S. Marine Drum and Bugle Corps
performed for an audience during a Tuesday Sunset Parade at the Marine Corps War Memorial in Arlington, Va., June 8.
The 2018 and 2019 parade seasons were held at the Lincoln Memorial in Washington, D.C., while the war memorial was
undergoing renovations, and the 2020 parade season was canceled due to the COVID-19 pandemic. The hosting official
for the evening was Mr. Robert D. Hogue, Counsel for the Commandant of the Marine Corps, and U.S. Senator Kirsten E.
Gillibrand of New York was in attendance as the guest of honor.

LCPL MARK MORALES, USMC

J

stories of veterans from all across the
country. Meeting virtually each week on
Zoom, the organization provides a safe
and welcoming environment for veterans
to share their experiences in order to
keep this living history alive.
These conversations have un-
covered bite-sized, heart-
warming and hilarious
stories that have gone viral
on Tiktok, garnering mil-
lions of views—Ilike a
corpsman’s loose lime green
underwear escaping down an
airfield or servicemembers
going months without showering
and smelling Suave Strawberry Fields
shampoo for the first time.

“With less than one-half of one percent
of our nation’s population serving on
active duty, most Americans are far re-
moved from military life. But people
know there’s something special about
those who have served. They can hear it

www.mca-marines.org/leatherneck

in veterans’ language, values and inside
jokes. They can sense the emotion around
veterans’ stories. Americans know, even
if they can’t fully articulate it, that serving
in the military includes devoting your
life to something larger than
yourself,” said Todd DePastino,
VBC executive director.
“They want to share in it and
be inspired by it, even if
they don’t serve themselves.
TikTok is perfect for
offering glimpses into the
otherwise hidden world of our
servicemembers. Those
glimpses, over time, round out a
portrait of life that people relate to and
admire.”

In addition to views, these viral videos
have brought more veterans to the non-
profit who want to share their stories and
connect without judgment or traditional
barriers.

For retired Marine Colonel Brad

Washabaugh, participating in VBC has
been a valuable experience.

“All veterans have stories to tell. No
matter how many years a veteran served,
their time in uniform is often the most
meaningful time in their lives. All too
often these stories go untold,” said
Washabaugh. “The Veterans Breakfast
Club does a wonderful job of bringing
veterans and non-veterans alike to share
stories that inform, inspire, provide a good
laugh and for some, heal. As a Marine
Corps veteran, | always look forward to
being a part of this special community and
sharing experiences through the various
media available to the VBC, including
TikTok.”

Follow @veteransbreakfastclub on
TikTok or learn more about the organi-
zation’s mission—as well as how to join
future Zoom sessions—at www.veterans
breakfastclub.org.

Rachel Burnett
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. In Memoriam

Sgt Edgar Harrell

Sergeant Edgar Harrell, the last living
Marine to survive the sinking of USS
Indianapolis (CA-35), a World War 11
cruiser, died May 8 at a veterans home
in Tennessee. He was 96.

On July 30, 1945, Harrell was assigned
to Indianapolis when the ship was struck
by Japanese torpedoes just after midnight.
Indianapolis sank in only 12 minutes,
stranding her crew in the water without
an adequate number of life rafts or life
jackets.

It wasn’t until Aug. 2, 1945, after a Navy
patrol bomber pilot on a routine flight saw
the ship’s wreckage, that rescue operations
began. Of Indianapolis’ 1,196-member
crew, 900 men were still alive after the
ship sank. By the time the rescue was
completed, there were only 316 survivors.

“Many people do not know the horror
we encountered,” Harrell told Leatherneck
in a 2015 article.

Some of the men didn’t survive the first
night due to injuries sustained during the
attack on the ship. As the days went on,
others died from exhaustion, exposure,
dehydration and salt-water poisoning.
Many of the men fell prey to the sharks
circling the area.

During their ordeal, the men tried to
stay in a group by fastening their life
jackets together, but as some of the men
grew tired, they would drift away. Others
began hallucinating and swam away from
the group.

Decades later, Harrell and his son
wrote a book about the ordeal, “Out of the
Depths: An Unforgettable WW 11 Story of
Survival, Courage and the Sinking of the
USS Indianapolis,” touching upon some
of the lesser-known aspects of the story.

After his rescue, Edgar Harrell returned
to civilian life where he owned and
operated a successful window company
in [llinois for 35 years. In his later years,
Harrell conducted numerous speaking
engagements, giving audiences his first-
hand account of what happened during
those days adrift, waiting for rescue.

At a ceremony in Nashville, Tenn.,
on Aug. 10, 2018, he finally pinned on
the rank of sergeant; the ship’s sinking
prevented Harrell’s promotion 73 years
earlier. Harrell was also the recipient of
the Congressional Gold Medal.

Nancy S. Lichtman

Nancy Ellen (Boothe) Ashley, 73,
of Abingdon, Va. She graduated from

66  LEATHERNECK / AUGUST 2021

high school in 1966 and then enlisted in
the Marine Corps. She was stationed at
MCAS EI Toro.

PFC Norabel Audette, 91, of Falmouth,
Mass. She enlisted in 1952.

1stLt Walter Boecher, 99, of
Queensbury, N.Y. He served in the Pacific
during WW II and was wounded during
the Battle of Iwo Jima.

MSgt Melvin E. Brown, 65, in
Salisbury, N.C. He served 33 years in
the Marine Corps.

SSgt Harry LaRue Butler, 95, of
Memphis, Tenn. During WW II he served
with 2ndMarDiv in the Pacific. He saw
action on Tarawa, Saipan, Tinian and
Okinawa.

GySgt Charles Calef, 87, of
Washington, Iowa. He served in the
Korean War and Vietnam War. He was the
recipient of the Silver Star for his actions
as a radio operator for C/1/1, 1stMarDiv
in Korea on Aug. 10, 1952.

According to the award citation, “After
his radio was completely destroyed by
enemy mortar fragments ... Private First
Class Calef served as a runner and moved
... from one foxhole to another carrying
messages, although under constant enemy
small-arms and mortar fire. When ordered
to withdraw to the reverse slope of the hill,
he unhesitatingly volunteered to return to
the devastated area to assist in evacuating
four wounded Marines.”

Adam J. Deshler, 45, of Morgantown,
WVa. He was a Marine Corps veteran who
worked as a school bus driver.

Wallace P.L. “Wally” Draves, 81, of
Forestville, Wis. After his high school
graduation, he enlisted in the Marine
Corps and served for three years. He later
opened his own commercial refrigeration
business.

Peter B. Durham, 73, of Los Angeles,
Calif. He served one tour in Vietnam. He
later had a 35-year career with the Los
Angeles Police Department.

James H. “Jim” Engles, 83, of Green
Bay, Wis. He enlisted after his 1956 high
school graduation. He later had a career
in the paper industry.

John J. Finch, 83, of Manitowoc, Wis.
He was a Marine who served from 1957-
1959.

Francisco A. Gonzales, 80, of
Albuquerque, N.M. After completing
his enlistment in the Marine Corps, he
became a carpenter.

Sgt Martin “Gonzo” Gonzalez, 40, of
Houston, Texas. He served in 3rd Bn, 5th

Compiled by Nancy S. Lichtman

Marines and was a veteran of Operation
Phantom Fury in 2004. His awards include
two Bronze Stars with combat “V” and
three Purple Hearts.

Leopoldo Griego, 96, of Albuquerque,
N.M. During WW II he saw action in the
Pacific with 1stMarDiv. He was wounded
during the fighting on Peleliu. His awards
include a Purple Heart.

Jason T. Howard, 44, of Hockessin,
Del. He enlisted after his high school
graduation. He later attended college and
was commissioned a second lieutenant.
He deployed to Iraq in 2003 and 2004
with 1st Bn, 4th Marines.

Kenneth F. Ishler, 77, of Bellefonte, Pa.
Before starting his plumbing business, he
served in the Marine Corps.

Ty M. Kander, 25, of Los Angeles,
Calif. He served from 2015 to 2020 and
was an F-35B Lightning I mechanic with
VMX-22. He later worked for SpaceX as
an electromechanical technician and as a
friction star weld technician.

Sgt Bettie M. Kaufman, 90, of
Chicago, Ill. She enlisted when she
was 18 and served during the Korean
War. She later had a career with Elgin
Watch Company as a customer service
representative.

LCpl Joseph W. “Bill” Koi, 75, of
Whiting, Ind. He served a tour in Vietnam
where he was wounded.

Leo B. Kuehl, 104, of Jenkintown, Pa.
During WW II he served with 4th MAW
in the Pacific.

1stLt Nez Kusnierz, 73, of Arcadia,
Calif. He was an air support control
officer attached to the Da Nang Direct
Air Support Center in 1969. He also spent
time as the OIC at the helicopter direction
center at Fire Support Base Baldy. His
awards include the Navy Commendation
Medal. He was a member of the MCA.

Jerome Lavasseur, 98, of Harrison,
Mich. He was a Marine who served in
the Pacific in WW II. He later owned a
construction company.

Wayne T. Lawniczak, 75, of Oconto
Falls, Wis. After serving in the Marine
Corps, he had a career as a long-haul truck
driver.

Albert Dennis Leahy Jr., 87, of Exeter,
N.H. He was commissioned a second
licutenant after his graduation from
Yale. He served at MCRD San Diego
and Twentynine Palms. He later attended
Harvard Law School and was appointed
a district court judge.

Cpl Francois L. Lemieux, 82, of
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Putnam, Conn. He enlisted after his 1957
graduation from high school. He served
three years and then returned to his
hometown where he owned and operated
his own gas station. He was a member of
the MCL and the MCA.

LtCol Russell Lloyd Jr. He served two
tours in Vietnam. His awards included a
Bronze Star.

Capt Harry W. “Bill” Luplow II,
83, of Little Rock, Ark. He was an A-4
Skyhawk pilot who flew more than 200
missions in Vietnam. Before he was
commissioned a second lieutenant, he
was the captain of the football team at the
University of Arkansas and was drafted
by the Denver Broncos.

MSgt James D. Mueller, 84, of Brook
Park, Ohio. He had a 20-year career in
the Marine Corps in radio communication
and signal intelligence as a Chinese
language translator. He served two tours
in Vietnam and completed training at
Defense Language Institute, Monterey,
Calif. He also earned a master’s degree
in Chinese linguistics from The Ohio
State University. After retiring, he started
a second career as a newspaper correspon-
dent and later as an editor in Ohio. He
was a member of the MCA.

Nathaniel M. Navarro, 32, in Denver,
Colo. He was a Marine who served on

active duty for five years.

1stLt Elizabeth “Bebe” (Faas) Rice,
89, of Potomac Falls, Va. After graduating
from college with a degree in English
literature and medieval history, she was
commissioned a second lieutenant. She
was an adjutant at HQ Bn, Henderson
Hall, Va., and an instructor at Quantico.
She later embarked on a career as an
author and published 18 books for children
and young adults. She was the daughter
of a WW I Marine and the wife of Marine
MajGen W.H. Rice.

Frank R. Riegler, 73, of Hamilton,
Ohio. He was wounded while serving in
Vietnam. His awards include a Purple
Heart.

Michael Roadcup, 69, of Richmond,
Va. He served in the Marine Corps and
later went into the Baptist ministry.

Paul B. Randolph, 90, of Lake Mirada,
Calif. He enlisted in 1951 and was as-
signed to 1st MAW. He was an antiaircraft
artillery gunner, firing on MiGs during
the Korean War.

Leon T. “Leo” Rys, 86, of Luxemburg,
Wis. During his Marine Corps career, he
served in the Korean War and the Vietnam
War.

Cpl Paul C. Tarabrella, 98, of
Monongahela, Pa. He served from 1942-
1946 and was assigned to 2ndMarDiv. He

OCT 10-23

D-Day “The Longest Day”
France — Normandy

saw action on Guam and in the Marianas.
After the war, he had a three-decade career
with the West Penn Power company. He
also was an ambulance dispatcher and a
volunteer with Meals on Wheels. He was a
member of the Mon Valley Leathernecks.

John R. West, 89, of Mission Viejo,
Calif. He served in the Korean War.
After 12 years in the Marine Corps, he
completed his education, earning a Ph.D.
He was a professor and dean at the college
level for more than 40 years.

Elizabeth A. “Beth” Wilson, 66,
of Algoma, Wis. She enlisted in 1974
and served for two years. She met her
future husband while stationed at MCB
Quantico.

In Memoriam isrun on a space-available
basis. Those wishing to submititems should
include full name, age, location at time
of death (city and state), last grade held,
dates of service, units served in, and, if
possible a published obituary. Allow at
least four months for the notice to appear.
Submissions may be sent to Leatherneck
Magazine, P.O. Box 1775, Quantico, Va.,
22134, or emailed to leatherneck@mca
-marines.org or n.lichtman@meca-marines

.org.

FEB 19-MAR 3
Vietnam Battlefields — “Tet/Hue”

MAR 21-28

OCT 1023 Iwo Jima — Guam
Cathedrals of Northern France
3 - Normandy APR 16-29
S T Vietnam Delta to the DMZ
—— 0CT 1623
MHT’s The Great American APR 30-MAY 6

]

80th Anniversary of P_ea;l Harbor

MILITARY
HISTORICAL TOURS, INC
FrFrk

South (St. Augustine, FL to New
Orleans, LA)

Nov 3-13
WWI Armistice Day Parade
Paris — Belleau Wood - Reims

NOV 27-DEC 8
Vietnam Delta to the DMZ

DEC 1-8

80th Anniversary of Pearl Harbor
- Waikiki

DEC 4-13

Battle of the Bulge

Bastogne — Brussels

DEC 27 2021 - JAN 4 2022

MHT Civil War Gettysburg, Bull
Run & Antietum

MAY 22-31
WWI Battlefields
Paris — Belleau Wood - Reims

MAY 27-JUN 9
D-Day & The Bulge

JUN 1-9
D-Day “The Longest Day”
France - Normandy

JUN 12-25
Cathedrals of Northern France -
Normandy

D-Day Holiday Tour of Normandy

13198 CENTERPOINTE WAY,
STE 202 WOODBRIDGE, VA 22193

10% MCA

READ the NEW MHT BLOG on
the WEBSITE: www.miltours.com

MEMBER DISCOUNT
(703) 590-1295 ¢ www.miltours.com
mhtours@miltours.com
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SOUND OFF
[continued from page 6]

River but, even with Google, I could not
find them. It would have been more
judicious to employ an old map or have
the same illustrator draw a map with all
the positions referenced. That way he is
still employed, and you would have had
a much better article.

I enjoy your magazine. My only con-
nection here is my son, Chuck Risio, a
retired Marine Corps colonel.

Chet Risio
Rye Brook, N.Y.

History of the 8th Marine Regiment
At the end of World War II, the 8th
Marine Regiment, 2nd Marine Division
was deactivated. In 1950, 40 Marines
were transferred from Quantico, Va., to
the 2ndMarDiv at Camp Lejeune, N.C., to
reactivate the 9th Marine Regiment. [ was
assigned to 1st Battalion. The reserves
filled in to get us up to strength. Then
we shipped out to the Mediterranean for
six months. Our regimental commander
was Colonel Master. He was known by

his men as “Jungle Jim.”

1st Sgt Harry O. Blake Jr., USMC (Ret)
1946 to 1968
Indianapolis, Ind.

Climb Up Mount Fuji, June 1957

My father, Cpl A.F. “Blu” Blumenthal,
USMC, 1956 to 1962, read Sea Stories
in the April issue. His connection with
the story, “My Trip Up Mount Fuji,” by
Charles Logan Delp from Garden Grove,
Calif., led him to recount his journey up
Mount Fuji, on June 1, 1957, 64 years ago
from the day I write this letter. Here’s
his account:

“I also made the Mount Fuji climb when
I was a private first class in Company A,
Ist Battalion, 9th Marines. There are three
trails up the mountain. The South Trail
which 2nd Bn used, the North Trail which

e - N

Cpl A.F. “Blu” Blumenthal, USMC, stands at the rim of the crater at the end of the

Gotemba Trail, June 1, 1957.

3rd Bn used, and the Gotemba Trail which
Ist Bnused. The view from the top is one
of those things that can’t be described.
You have to see it for yourself. Of the
memories I have from my six years of
service, to have stood on the top of one
of the most famous mountains/volcanos,
is at the top. Thank you, USMC, for the
memory.”
Amber Blumenthal
Columbus Township, Mich.

Vietnam Veteran: “Tell Our Story!”

I am writing you asking to do this and
other Vietnam vets a favor. Would you
kindly write the current Commandant a
letter asking the reason why the Marine
Corps does not teach its recruits about
our service? Does he not think Dewey
Canyon, Battle of Hue, Siege of Khe Sanh
or the taking of Hill 881, twice, was worth
teaching? How about the CAP teams,

THE SAMUEL NICHOLAS SOCIETY
— A LASTING GIFT FOR MARINES -

By leaving a gift to the Marine Corps
Association in your will or other estate plan,
you become a part of this special group.

Your generous, lasting gift will ens
Marines are always prepared to se
ight, no matter the challenges th

\ mca-marines.org/legacy-gift-planning

Ifyou have already included MCA in your will or estate plan; please let

us know. We want to thank you for your commitment to our Marines.
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Operation Starlite or the two drafts of
Marines in 1966 and 1968? These people
were just as good Marines as the ones
who came before. In fact, most of today’s
Marines don’t know that about 70 percent
of the Marines in World War II were
drafted. We were taught that, and I'm
really sorry, this new breed of Com-
mandants doesn’t appreciate the courage
of folks like Colonel Studt, General Wallt,
Sergeant Major Brewster, Major Bennett,
Col Camp, Gen McTompkins, Staff
Sergeant James, Sergeant Barry Miller,
Corporal Nic Dunbar, Cpl Bean and many
others. If the letter in your June [Sound
Off] magazine is correct, then it is the
Commandant who must continue not
telling the stories or telling them. That’s
leadership.
Bill Aiello
Feura Bush, N.Y.

A Poem for Vietnam Veterans

The Vietnam War was a very sad time
in our history. There were protests in
our streets and on our campuses. When
returning home, some of our brave
Marines were spat on and referred to as
“baby killers,” just to name a few.

The day I graduated from boot camp
in December 1967 was a proud day for
me. It’s hard to fathom the minds of those
individuals who want to live free but don’t
want to fight for it. Merle Haggard said
it pretty good in his song, “The Fightin’
Side Of Me.” His best line in the song was,
“When they’re runnin’ down my country,
man, they’re walkin’ on the fightin’ side
of me.”

While going through some of my Ma-
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rine Corps memorabilia, I came across
this poem that I’ve enclosed. I don’t
remember when or where it came into
my possession, but I felt led to share it
with your readers. I'm sure this poem will

hit home with a lot of our brothers.
MGySgt George L. Moore, USMC (Ret)
Victorville, Calif.

A Marine
(Quang Tri Province, Vietnam June 6, 1969)

Take a man and put him alone,
Put him twelve thousand miles
from home,
Empty his heart of all but his blood,
And make him live in sweat and mud.

This was the life I had to live,
And my soul to the devil I had to give.
You have your parties and grow
your hair,
While we young men are dying
somewhere.

With your painted signs on the
White House lawn,

There’s nothing else for you to do,
Then I’'m supposed to die for you.
But there’s one thing that you

don’t know,
And that’s where I think you should go.

I'm already here, and it’s too late,
I’ve traded my love just for hate.
Il hate you till the day I die,

You made me hear my buddies cry.

I saw his leg, plus the blood he shed,
Then I heard one say, “This one’s dead.”
It was a large price for him to pay,
Just to let you live another day.

He had the guts to fight and die,
For keeping the freedom you live by.
But, by his dying, your life he buys,
Tell me who really cares if a

Marine dies?

You simply start a war with the
things you do,
Then send us over to die for you.
Author Unknown

WAYS TO SOUND OFF
FACEBOOK | www.facebook.com/
MarineCorpsAssociation

g TWITTER | @VMCA_Marines
INSTAGRAM | @MCA_Marines

LINKEDIN | www.linkedin.com/
company/marine-corps-association
LETTERS | Leatherneck, Box 1775,
Quantico, VA 22134

S @4’ EMAIL | leatherneck@mca-marines.org

X

Feel like sounding off? Address your letter to: Sound Off, Leatherneck Magazine,

P.0. Box 1775, Quantico, VA 22134, or send an email to: leatherneck@mca-marines.org.
Due to the heavy volume, we cannot answer every letter received. Do not send original
photographs, as we cannot guarantee their return. All letters must be signed, and
emails must contain complete names and postal mailing addresses. Anonymous letters
will not be published.—Editor @

“Let’s all get out of Vietnam.”

Well, you have your parties,
use your signs,

And have your fun,

But then refuse to use a gun.

We’re going back to tradition for the 24.6th Birthday.

Celebrate the birth of our Corps once again with supplies from The Marine Shop.

he MARINE Shop  Shop Today at www.marineshop.net/usmc-birthday-ball

SERVING MARINES AROUND THE WORLD

www.mca-marines.org/leatherneck
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Reader Assistance

Edited by Sara W. Bock

Reunions

Editor’s note: The following reunion
information was current as of July 1.
Given that the COVID-19 virus is still
impacting future events, please continue
to check with the reunion points of contact
for the most up-to-date information.

* Marine Corps Engineer Assn., Sept.
23-25, Fredericksburg, Va. Contact Maj
Charlie Dismore, USMC (Ret), (512) 394-
9333, www.marcorengasn.org.

* East Coast Drill Instructors Assn.,
Oct. 7-10, Parris Island, S.C. Contact
SgtMaj Kenneth Miller, USMC (Ret),
(828) 499-0224, usmcpidi@charter.net.

* Marine Security Guard Assn., Sept.
30-Oct. 4, Alexandria, Va. Contact Steve
Maxwell, (440) 506-3311, usmcmax@
oh.rr.com.

* USMC Vietnam Tankers Assn.,
Sept. 15, Warwick, R.I. Contact John
Wear, 16605 Forest Green Terrace, Elbert,
CO 80106, (719) 495-5998, johnwear2(@
verizon.net.

* Marine Corps Cryptologic Assn.
is planning a reunion in September,
Las Vegas, Nev. Contact Edgar Kitt,

2250 Heavenly View Dr., Henderson,
NV 89014, (702) 454-1646, edgarkitt@
earthlink.net.

* Marine Corps Disbursing Assn.,
Aug. 8-12, Reno, Nev. Contact MGySgt
Kevin Gascon, USMC (Ret), (760) 458-
2655, mojorisin68@hotmail.com, www
.usmcdisbursers.com.

e Marine Air Traffic Control Assn.,
Sept. 19-26, San Antonio, Texas. Contact
Steve Harris, (830) 460-0953, sandkh2@
gmail.com.

e 26th Marines Assn. (26th Marine
Regiment, and supporting units, all
eras), Sept. 30-Oct. 4, San Diego, Calif.
Contact Sonny Hollub, (512) 825-4730,
sonnyusmc@gmail.com, www.26th
Marines.com.

*« USMC Weather Service, June 19-24,
2022, Overland Park, Kan. Contact Kathy
Donham, (252) 342-8459, kathy.donham(@
hotmail.com, or Dave Englert, engertd@
psci.net.

* 11th Marine Regiment, OIF (20th
anniversary), March 31-April 1, 2023,
Camp Pendleton, Calif. Contact Casey
Harsh, casey.harsh@gmail.com. Facebook
group: The Cannon Cockers of OIF-1 (20-

CALLING ALL
MILITARY HISTORIANS:

Are you doing
new and unique

research into the
Marine Corps'
history?

Submit your articles to
Marine Corps History
journal! Junior faculty and
advanced graduate students
are encouraged to submit,

Do you want your
work published in

a peer-reviewed,
scholarly journal?

Accepting submissions for

Summer & Winter 2022

FOR SUBMISSION REQUIREMENTS

Contact Managing Editor: stephani.miller@usmcu.edu
www.usmcu.edu/MCUPress

70  LEATHERNECK / AUGUST 2021

Year Reunion 2023 Group).

* STA PIt, 2/8 (1989-1993) is planning
a reunion. Contact Mike Moriarty,
mmoriarty81l@comecast.net.

e 7th Engineer Bn Assn. (RVN),
Sept. 9-12, Arlington, Va. Contact Norm
Johnson, (810) 300-0782, nwgj@outlook
.com.

¢ 11th Engineer Bn (RVN, 1966-1969),
September 2022, O’Hare-Des Plaines, I11.
Contact Gene T. Spanos, (847) 532-2963,
genethemarine@gmail.com.

* 1/27 (1968) is planning a reunion
in July, Las Vegas, Nev. Contact Felix
Salmeron, (469) 583-0191, mar463@aol
.com.

*2/4 Assn., Aug. 4-7, Fort Lauderdale,
Fla. Contact Pete Gannon, (954) 648-7887,
diverplus@aol.com.

*2/9, Nov. 8-12, Arlington, Va. Contact
Danny Schuster, twoninencoic@aol.com,
www.2ndbattalion9thmarines.org.

* “Stormy’s” 3/3, Sept. 27-30, Branson,
Mo. Contact Burrell Landes, (303) 734-
1458, bhanon@comcast.net, www.stormys
33.com.

* Battery Adjust, 3/11 (all eras), Aug.
25-29, Washington, D.C. Contact Brian
Seals, (765) 580-2734, bseals2013@gmail
.com.

e C/1/12 (RVN), Aug. 25-29,
Washington, D.C. Contact Woody Hall,
(931) 242-8432, hwoodrow(@charter.net.

* 1/3/1 (RVN, 1968-1969), Sept. 9-12,
Tampa, Fla. Contact “Woody” Woodard,
(727) 253-0961, december251968@
hotmail.com.

* Marine Expeditionary Brigade-
Afghanistan, Task Force Leatherneck
(2009-2010), May 13-15, 2022, Quantico,
Va. Contact reunion committee, task
forceleatherneck@gmail.com.

* Philippine Embassy Marines (1976-
1977), Nov. 10, North Carolina. Contact
Tim Craig, phildream2017@gmail.com.

e Marine Detachment, U.S. Naval
Disciplinary Command Portsmouth,
N.H., Sept. 20-25, Scranton, Pa. Contact
Don Ferry, (972) 334-0609, don.ferry
1942@gmail.com.

* TBS 3-66 & 4-66/38th and 39th
OCC, Oct. 25-28, Las Vegas. Contact Jack
Sheehan, (401) 255-0387, jacksheehan
jtown@me.com, www.usmc-thebasic
school-1966.com.

* TBS 4-67, 5-67, 6-67 “Rally at the
Alamo,” Oct. 11-14, San Antonio, Texas.
Contact Ken Pouch, (860) 881-6819,
kpouch5@gmail.com.

* TBS, Co F, 6-70, Oct. 21-24, Quan-
tico, Va. Contact Col Tom Kanasky,

www.mca-marines.org/leatherneck



USMC (Ret), (202) 366-3156, tlkanasky(@
earthlink.net, or Col Mitch Youngs,
USMCR (Ret), (703) 493-9435, mitch
youngs(@verizon.net.

*TBS, Co1,9-70, Oct. 7-10, San Diego,
Calif. Contact Mike Hoeferlin, (573) 268-
3824, mike.hoeferlin@gmail.com.

* TBS, Co C, 3-72, is planning a 50th-
anniversary reunion. Contact Col Joe
Mueller, USMCR (Ret), (818) 815-8331,
jnm21213@yahoo.com.

* TBS, Co D, 4-73, is planning a 50th-
anniversary reunion in 2023, Quantico,
Va. Contact Col Bill Anderson, USMCR
(Ret), (540) 850-4213, binche57@yahoo
.com, or Col Bob Donaghue, USMCR
(Ret), (614) 840-0267, ip350haven@
comcast.net.

* PIt 1187, San Diego, 1969, is planning
areunion. Contact T.E. Miller, (618) 520-
9646, or Mark Elder, (314) 322-8516.

* P1t 3028, San Diego, 1966, is planning
areunion. Contact MSgt Bob Rees, USMC
(Ret), (619) 940-9218, bobrees86@gmail
.com.

* USMC A-4 Skyhawkers, Oct. 21-24,
Las Vegas, Nev. Contact Mark Williams,
10432 Button Willow Dr., Las Vegas, NV
89134, (425) 327-6050, usmcskyhawker
2l@gmail.com.

* Marine Air Base Squadrons-49,
Sept. 18, Earlville, Md. Contact Col

Chuck McGarigle, USMC (Ret), (609)
291-9617, (609) 284-2935, col of mar
ret@comcast.net.

* HMM-165/VMM-165 (all hands,
all eras), Oct. 21-24, Glendale, Ariz. For
details, visit www.165whiteknights.com.

Ships and Others

e USS Canberra (CA-70/CAG-2),
Oct. 13-17, Pittsburgh, Pa. Contact Ken
Minick, 2115 Pride Ave., Belpre, OH
45714, (740) 423-8976.

» USS Saratoga (CV/ICVA/CVB-60),
Oct. 20-24, Mobile, Ala. Contact Bill
Lack, williamlack@gmail.com.

Mail Call

* Mark Pacey, markp@library.mstn
.govt.nz, to hear from anyone who has
information or photographs of U.S. Ma-
rines stationed in New Zealand, par-
ticularly in Masterton, as he is writing
a book on the subject. His two groups of
interest are the 3rd and 4th Defense
Battalions but any photographs of or
information about any Marines serving
in New Zealand would be of interest.

* Stephan Robertson, stephanrobertson
91@gmail.com, to hear from anyone who
is interested in supporting the construction
of Puller Park in Saluda, Va., a project
of the Middlesex County Museum in

WE KNOW

honor of hometown hero and Marine
Corps legend LtGen Lewis B. “Chesty
Puller.” Memorial bricks are available
for purchase and more information can be
found at https://middlesexmuseum.com.

» John Simpson, jasmcl1953@gmail
.com, to hear from or about 1stLt David
M. THOMAS, who was CO of Trans-
portation Co, 9th Motor Transportation
Bn, 3rdMarDiv, Camp Hansen, OKki-
nawa, Japan, 1973-1974.

Wanted

Readers should be cautious about
sending money without confirming the
authenticity and availability of products
offered.

» Suzanne Oswald, oswaldesigns@aol
.com, wants a December 1950 issue of
Leatherneck, which features a photograph
of her father.

Entries for “Reader Assistance,” which
include “Reunions,” “Mail Call,” “Wanted”
and “Sales, Trades and Giveaways,” are free
and printed on a space-available basis.
Leatherneck reserves the right to edit or
reject any submission. Allow two to three
months for publication. Send your email to
s.bock@mca-marines.org, or write to Reader
Assistance Editor, Leatherneck Magazine,
P.0. Box 1775, Quantico, VA 22134. g

WHERE YOU’VE BEEN.

WE’'LL HELP YOUGETTO
WHERE YOU WANT TO BE.

www.mca-marines.org/leatherneck

FOCUSMARINES.ORG

WHERE THINGS START TO GET BETTER.
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Saved Round

“OLD GIMLET EYE” IS WELCOMED BACK TO THE CORPS—
Brigadier General Smedley D. Butler is welcomed back to the
Marine Corps by the 13th Commandant of the Marine Corps
Major General John A. Lejeune on Dec. 28, 1925. BGen Butler
was returning to active-duty service after a two-year stint as
the Director of Public Safety for Philadelphia, Pa.

The city’s mayor, W. Freeland Kendrick, persuaded fellow
Philadelphian BGen Butler to take the job to put an end to
Prohibition-era bootlegging and the rampant crime plaguing
the city. Butler also planned to streamline the police and fire
departments and put an end to corruption. Kendrick had high
hopes that his war-hero friend BGen Butler would be able
to clean up the City of Brotherly Love, stating that Butler’s
appointment should be a “notice to all evil-doers and law
violators that Philadelphia will be a most unhealthy place for
their operations.”

After Butler was sworn in to his new post on Jan. 7, 1924,
he took action to curb illegal drinking by instructing the
police force to clean up their districts and immediately
begin conducting nighttime raids on the city’s numerous
speakeasies. When the hard-charging Marine did a late-night
inspection of several police districts to ensure the men were
following that order, he was very vocal about his displeasure
with what he observed.

By Nancy S. Lichtman

According to the Jan. 10, 1924, edition of the Philadelphia
Inquirer, “the general swore at several lieutenants, shook his
fist under their noses and bluntly ordered them ‘to get the hell
out on the district and clean up.’ ” The paper further reported
that an angry Butler had some choice words for several police
officers he encountered who were “loafing in the lieutenant’s
quarters.” “Why there are at least a dozen places selling liquor
under your very nose?” he shouted at them. “Get the hell out
of here and be damned quick about it. Don’t come back until
you clean up.”

His military discipline and hard-nosed approach didn’t win
him an overwhelming amount of support in either department
oramong elected officials. The last straw was when BGen Butler
targeted Philadelphia’s finer hotels for allowing consumption
of champagne on the premises during debutante season.
Mayor Kendrick asked for Butler’s resignation in December
1925.

BGen Butler, a combat veteran and two-time recipient of
the Medal of Honor, was later quoted as saying, “Cleaning up
Philadelphia was worse than any battle | was ever in.”

To read more about Smedley Darlington Butler and his
participation in halting a government overthrow, read “Major
General Smedley Butler: How a Legendary Marine Thwarted a
Planned Coup d’Etat” on page 32. @
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THANK YOU

FOR YOUR SUPPORT DURING THE
MARINE CORPS ASSOCIATION
FOUNDATION'’S FIRST

PGIVING

«,

We raised MORE THAN $49,000 during
MCAF's inaugural 14-hour long Giving Day campaign.

These 279 DONATIONS from

270 DONORS all go towards MCAF's mission
of supporting Today’s Marines and enhancing

their professional development.

THANK YOU to the Marines, family

members, and friends of the Corps who donated.
Together we can continue to provide Marines with
the support they need to be successful leaders.

LLearn more about our mission at MCA-Marines.org
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MARINE
RAIDERS

ARE MARINE RAIDERS il 1
Marines have always fought our nation's small wars, its irregular wars—the wars of the future. i
Marine Raiders build on our Corps legacy: we go forward to win the war before it starts. v;_

MARSOF Logistics and Acquisitions are key for taking requireme?lts from concept exploration to deployment and receipt
of an operational piece of equipment. Additionally, MARSOF Logisticians and Acquisition Specialists assist in planning,
directing, coordinating, and supervising specific functional areas that pertain to the acquisition of equipment/weapons

in support of Marine Raiders.

Find out how to become a member of the team at marsoc.com


https://marsoc.com/?utm_source=leatherneck&utm_medium=magazine&utm_campaign=mca&utm_content=acquisition



