

















veteran, who served two tours in the
Vietnam War.

PFC Joseph Staatsburg, 90, of
Maplewood, N.J. He enlisted in the
Marine Corps in 1943 at age 17. He was
wounded twice while serving with G/2/22
in the Marshall and Solomon Islands,
Guam and Okinawa. After the military
he was employed by Lockheed-Martin.

BGen Francis W. Tief, 87, of Seattle,
‘Wash. He served as a platoon commander
and a company commander with the 7th
Marines, 1stMarDiv during the Korean
War. He was awarded the Silver Star
for action in Uijongbu in October 1950.
According to his citation, “while directing
the fire of his two leading tanks to cover
the withdrawal of a company which was
pinned down by a hostile barrage, Second
Lieutenant Tief braved heavy enemy
small-arms fire to dismount from his
tank and go to the aid of some wounded
Marines who could not be rescued by the
infantry. Completing four separate trips,
he carried the casualties one-by-one to the
safety of the tank, thereby undoubtedly
saving their lives.”

Returning to the U.S., he served as
Secretary to the Marine Corps Liaison
Officer, Office of the Chief of Naval
Operations, Washington, D.C.

In November 1957, he served as an

instructor at TBS. He commanded the first
warrant officer company to attend TBS.
Afterward he was transferred to Rome,
Italy for duty as Assistant Naval Attaché
and Naval Attaché for Air. In September
1964 he was ordered to Vietnam as
Personnel Staff Officer, U.S. Military
Assistance Command. In 1967, he was
transferred to Marine Barracks Brooklyn,
NY., as commanding officer.

In June 1969 he began his second tour in
Vietnam as the senior Marine Advisor to
the North Vietnamese Task Group. After
returning to the U.S. he was assigned to
Headquarters Marine Corps, Washington,
D.C., as Deputy Director of Information,
and in April 1974 became the Director
of Information. On March 13, 1975 he
was assigned duty as Assistant Division
Commander 2d Marine Division, Camp
Lejeune and remained there until his
retirement on July 1, 1978.

In addition to the Silver Star, his awards
include the Bronze Star with combat V"
and Combat Action Ribbon.

Robert M. Tollman, 94, of Dunwoody,
Ga. He enlisted in the Marine Corps in
1941. He was a tail gunner in Douglas
SBD Dauntless dive bombers in the South
Pacific. After the war, he completed
college and earned an MBA at Tulane
University in New Orleans.

Sam Ward, 91, of Sand Springs, Okla.
He joined the Marines in 1942, and fought
in the battles of Saipan and Okinawa. At
Okinawa he was part of the fight for Sugar
Loaf Hill, which spanned several days.

William R. Weber, 88, of Philadelphia,
Pa. He was a Marine who served in WW
II. After the war he was in the banking
industry for 42 years.

Percy T. Whitney Jr., 97, of New
Castle, N.H. During WW 1II he joined
the Marine Corps and was assigned to
the 6thMarDiv. He saw action during the
invasion of Okinawa. After the war he
returned to his work in the Portsmouth
Naval Shipyard.

Robert E. Lee Whitten Jr., 90,
of Dallas, TX. He joined the Marine
Corps and served as a machine gunner
and sharpshooter. He was wounded in
action on Okinawa and received a Purple
Heart. After the war he graduated from
Texas A&M with a degree in mechanical
engineering. He worked for several
companies, including Telsco Industries.

GySgt Edward George Wilkinson,
69, of Virginia Beach, Va. He joined
the Marine Corps and served two tours
of duty in Vietnam. He later joined the
Navy Reserve, eventually retiring as a
chief petty officer.
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SOUND OFF
[continued from page 6]

man should have had the class to shut
up. Thank you, Dad, Randy, Les, Rich,
Caleb and the countless others who put
their lives on the line to defend us without
complaint; without asking for anything
back. You are my heroes.”
Harry L. Watkins
Greencastle, Pa.

Thank You Sergeant Doyle

Could you please forward my thanks to
Sergeant Joe Doyle, USMC, for his June
letter published in Leatherneck which
noted my letter of February? I very much
appreciated his writing to recognize our
Staff Sergeant Jim Little’s rule for moving
forward from the losses in wartime.

Sgt Doyle adapted Jim’s rule, *.. When
you witness the death of your brother, you
take on an obligation of honor to live your
life better ...” into a mantra of all veterans
to overcome our time in war and honor
our service and those who served with us,
and by so doing, move past our demons
and into our new life as civilians.

Thank you for giving us the mantra, “I
live my life to the fullest because I have
taken on an obligation to honor those who
sacrificed their lives so that [ may do so.”

You honor us all, Sgt Doyle. Welcome

home. Thank you for your service to our
country.

Sgt Tom Isenburg

USMC, 1965-66

Livermore, Calif.

Another Fine Marine Has Passed

I met Private Hector A. Cafferata Jr., in
1952 while on duty as a main gate sentry at
Marine Barracks, U.S. Naval Air Rocket
Test Station, Lake Denmark, Dover, N.J.

I had received a call from Captain
Richter, commanding officer, Marine
barracks, that Pvt Cafferata was coming
aboard to be issued a new uniform in order
to go before the President to be presented
the Medal of Honor. Of course, I was to
verify his identity and issue a boarding
pass accordingly.

Pvt Cafferata was no longer on active
duty and had been recovering from wounds.
He arrived in his Studebaker car with
fishing poles attached on top and dressed
in his fishing clothes. He was friendly to
talk to, and we chatted for a short time
regarding his experiences as I was then
under orders for Korea myself. We also
had a quick conversation when he departed
the main gate; he seemed a cheerful and
interesting character.

He has been mentioned in a number of
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articles over many years to include his
name in some books, a more recent book
“Devotion: An Epic Story of Heroism,
Friendship, and Sacrifice,” by Adam
Makos, a very interesting read dedicated
to the veterans of the forgotten victory
in Korea. Certainly worth checking out.

Capt Murry C. Pinnell, USMC (Ret)

Paraparaumu Beach, New Zealand

A Cherished Encounter

On May 13, 2016, while leaving a
restaurant with my wife in the town of
Stoughton, Mass., a construction worker
approached us in the parking lot. He had
noticed the Marine decal on my car and
wanted to acknowledge my service. He
said that at one time he attempted to enlist
in the Marines but was rejected for health
reasons but every time he comes across a
former or active military servicemember,
he makes it his point to acknowledge and
thank them for their service.

He further remarked when he comes
across a former Marine, he cherishes the
opportunity to shake their hand and thank
them, remembering how much he always
wanted to be a Marine. [ thanked him for
the acknowledgement, shook his hand and
stated on behalf of all my brother Marines
“Semper F1,” and told him how much he
made a nice day for both my wife and me.
‘We will cherish this encounter always.

Cpl John Messia Jr., USMC (Ret)
1952-54

Eagle, Globe and Anchor
On Shirt Collar

After 56 years of association with the
Marine Corps, 20 years active duty, 36
years reading and saving Leatherneck,
the letter on page 6 in the August issue
has finally given me a reason to consider
myself a “salty” old Marine. The letter
about the eagle, globe and anchor hit home
with me.

In 1960, the basic clothing issue had no
short sleeve shirts, only two tan-colored
Summer Service “Alpha” tropical worsted
long-sleeved shirts and matching trousers.
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‘We also were issued tan khaki shirts and
trousers that had to be heavily starched
and ironed as a Class “B” uniform. Winter
Service “A” and “B” were basically the
same as it is today.

On July 19, 1960, my drill instructor,
Staff Sergeant Fullerton, was teaching us
“maggots” how to assemble a Summer
Service “Alpha” uniform for graduation if
we lived that long. Each of us was issued
a set of three eagle, globe and anchor
emblems. One large one for the barracks
cover, and one for each collar. If memory
serves me, the collar emblems were to
be placed 1-inch from the bottom of the
collar and 1-inch aft of the leading edge of
the collar. The next day was the proudest
day of my life when I was referred to as
a Marine.

MSgt David L. Magee, USMC (Ret)
1960-80
Ogden, Utah

Regarding the Sound Off letter from
Sergeant Armstrong in the August issue,
it looks as though the pictured mannequin

David Magee wearing the eagle, globe
and anchor on his Summer Service
“Alpha” uniform.

GJUR'I:ESY OF MSGT DAVID L. MAGEE, USMC [RET)

may be wearing an old tropical shirt.
‘When I joined the Marine Corps in 1956,
the eagle, globe and anchor was worn on
both collars of our tropicals. I believe the
same was true when I was discharged in
1962. Those were also the days of the
swagger stick.
George N. Collias
Venice, Fla.

I joined the Marines in July 1955. In
boot camp, Marine Corps Recruit Depot
San Diego, Calif., we wore the eagle,
globe and anchor on our tropical or “Tke”
jackets and also on our covers.

Still no yellow footprints at MCRD in
1955.

Sgt Peter P. Joulious
South San Francisco, Calif.

We wore the eagle, globe and anchor on
our shirt collar with our summer uniform
as pictured on page 6 in the August
Leatherneck. We did not have a summer
blouse or battle jacket. We removed
the emblems from our collar when we
changed to our winter green uniforms.

Howie Hilton
USMC, 1958-61
Richfield, Minn.

I’'m sure you are buried in responses,
but here is mine. Prior to the adoption of
green as the uniform year-round, we had
seasonal uniforms. During the warmer
months the Class “A” uniform was tropical
worsted wool khaki, trousers, shirt, field
scarfand cover. The emblems were worn
as shown in the picture.

We also had wash khakis but they were
restricted to on-base wear. The uniform
shown on page 6 would have been ap-
proved for liberty.

Cpl Glenn Bass
USMC, 1958-63
Sonora, Calif.

» Cpl Bass—We were flooded with
responses. We always enjoy hearing from
our readers especially when they relate
stories about the “Old Corps.”—Editor

Have a question or feel like sounding
off? Address your letter to: Sound Off,
Leatherneck Magazine, P.O. Box 1775,
Quantico, VA 22134, or send an e-mail
to: leatherneck@mca-marines.org.
Due to the heavy volume, we cannot
answer every letter received. Do not
send original photographs, as we cannot
guarantee their return. All letters must
be signed, and e-mails must contain
complete names and postal mailing
addresses. Anonymous letters will not
be published.—Editor K
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Reader Assistance

Edited by Sara W. Bock

Reunions

* 5thMarDiv Assn., Oct. 6-8, San
Antonio, Texas. Contact Ivan Hammond,
P.O. Box 2312, Texas City, TX 77592-
2312, (409) 770-4249, sgthambone(@
verizon.net.

» Iwo Jima Survivors (Marines, Navy,
Coast Guard, Army Air Corps), Feb. 16-

18, 2017, Camp Pendleton, Calif. Contact
Dan Zepeda, (951) 201-6251, zepeda012@
msn.com.

» Marine Corps Air Transport Assn.
(VMGR/VMR), Oct. 5-9, San Antonio.
Contact Rich Driscoll, (817) 657-7768,
president@ mcata.com, www.mcata.com.

» Marine Corps Engineer Assn., Oct.
17-19, Pala, Calif. Contact Maj Charlie
Dismore, USMC (Ret), (512) 394-9333,
WWW.marcorengasn.org.

» Early Vietnam Veterans, Oct. 20-
23, Washington, D.C. Contact Bill Pratt,
661 N. Big Oak Rd. N.W., Malta, OH
43758, (740) 962-2666, maagl6-411(@
embargmail.com, www.mlrsinc.com/evv.

* Aviation Logistics Marines, Oct. 6-9,
Beaufort, S.C. Contact Don Davis, (321)
978-5147, greyegl@dec.rr.com, www
.avlogmarines.org.

» Marine Sentry Dog Handlers (all
Marine dog handlers welcome), Oct. 14-
16, Branson, Mo. Contact John Sciascia,
100 Red Dirt Rd., Enterprise, AL 36330,
jsciascia@centurytel.net.

» 11th Motor Transport Bn (RVN,
1967-70), Oct. 6-9, Las Vegas. Contact
Mike “Large Al” Alford, (503) 680-6505,
alfordmtd (@frontier.com.

*2/9, Nov. 8-12, Arlington, Va. Contact
Danny Schuster, (978) 667-4762, ditson
35@verizon.net, www.2ndbattalion9th
marines.org.

» A/1/8 (August 1994-July 2000), Oct.
21-22, Stafford, Va. Contact CWO-3 Jim
Clark, (910) 381-1871, jimclark(@strategic
log.com.

» B/1/5 and C/1/5 (RVN, 1966-67)
are planning a reunion. Contact SSgt Jim
Proulx, USMC (Ret), (904) 343-4850,
bertojotol @ gmail.com.

» H/2/26, Sept. 10-16, 2017, Branson,
Mo. Contact Bill Hancock, 2748 Moeller
Dr., Hamilton, OH 45014, (513) 738-5446,
hancockw(@roadrunner.com.

» 1/3/7 “Band of Brothers” (RVN,
1969-70), Nov. 6-8, San Diego. Contact
Roger Villarreal, (832) 573-7382, roger

jarhead@gmail.com.

» 2d Topographic Co (FMF), Oct.
16-20, Stafford, Va. Contact Jim Martin,
(781) 572-7924, topotrooper@aol.com.
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* 630th Military Police Co (RVN),
Oct. 5-8, New Orleans. Contact Roger
Merillat, rkmerillat@gmail.com, www
.630thmilitarypolicecompany vietnam.org.

» Mortar Btry “Whiskey,” 2/12 (RVN,
1965-69), Oct. 3-6, St. Augustine, Fla.
Contact Henry Ortiz, 191 Regal Sunset
Ave., Henderson, NV 80502, (949) 874-
3636, ortizwood @yahoo.com.

» 1st Provisional Marine Brigade
(“The Fire Brigade,” Korea, 1950) is
planning a 65th anniversary reunion.
Contact Col Warren Wiedhahn, USMC
(Ret), Military Historical Tours, 13198
Centerpointe Way, #202, Woodbridge,
VA 22193, (703) 590-1295, jwiedhahn@
aol.com, www.miltours.com.

* Yemassee Train Depot, Oct. 14-15,
Yemassee, S.C. Contact Roy Hughes, P.O.
Box 265, Yemassee, SC 29945, (843) 589-
3385.

» Marines Stationed in Holy Loch,
Scotland, May 17-21, 2017, Dunoon,
Scotland. Contact Doug Ebert, (307) 349-
3468, lochsailor9(@charter.net, or Gerry
Haight, (817) 602-0825.

» Parris Island Brig Guards (1976-
79), Summer 2017, Beaufort, S.C. Contact
Ken Haney, 26420 Highway 49, Chase
City, VA 23924, kenhaney79{@gmail.com.

* Marine Barracks Sasebo, Japan, Oct.
17-21, Las Vegas. Contact 1stSgt McCarthy,
(515) 274-9110, coach430@aol.com, or
Ruben Chavira, bngrm@aol.com.

» TBS, Class 1-66, Oct. 2-5, Quantico,
Va. Contact Ed Armento, (502) 228-6595,
evarmento @aol.com.

* TBS, Co F, 6-79, is planning a re-
union. Contact LtCol Tom Conners,
USMC (Ret), (919) 303-2697, (919) 418-
5757, tconners3@yahoo.com.

+“Kilo” Co (Plts 277, 278, 279 and 280),
Parris Island, 1961, is planning a reunion.
Contact MSgt Martin D. Smith, USMC
(Ret), 10 Lee Ct., Stafford, VA 22554, (540)
720-3653, martann843 (@ gmail.com.

» Plt 98, Parris Island, 1948, is plan-
ning a reunion. Contact SSgt Jim Proulx,
USMC (Ret), (904) 343-4850, bertojotol @
gmail.com.

* Pt 171, Parris Island, 1966, is plan-
ning a reunion. Contact J.P. Kuchar, 33
Sheridan Ave., Metuchen, NJ 08840, (732)
549-6468, jpkuchar@mac.com.

» Plt 244, Parris Island, 1967, is planning
a reunion. Contact former Sgt J.D. Croom
I11, (704) 965-8521, jeroom47(@aol.com.

* PIt 245, San Diego, 1965, is planning
areunion. Contact David S. Alvarez, (209)
735-2601, srt8006 @yahoo.com.

* Plt 266, Parris Island, 1962, is plan-
ning a reunion. Contact Donald A. Welch,
129 Hawthorne PL., Ithaca, NY 14850,
(607) 256-0554, don814u(@hotmail.com.

» Plt 340, Parris Island, 1963, is plan-
ning a reunion. Contact Garrett W. Silvia,
(508) 992-7392, gwsil(@comcast.net.

» Plt 431, Parris Island, 1945, is plan-
ning a reunion. Contact 1stSgt George
P. Cavros, USMC (Ret), (262) 782-7813,
geavros88(@gmail.com.

« P1t 1040, San Diego, 1968, is planning
a reunion. Contact Stephen Norpel, 206
N. 7th St., Bellevue, [A 52031, (563) 451-
8417, snorpel@yahoo.com.

* P1t 2023, San Diego, 1983, is planning
a reunion. Contact Jeffrey R. Johnson,
3751 Merced Dr., Unit 4D, Riverside, CA
92503, jrj430@yahoo.com.

* PIt 2030, Parris Island, 1965-66,
is planning a reunion. Contact John E.
Lyford, (518) 654-6073, reniejohn(@
roadrunner.com.

« P1t 2077, San Diego, 1966, is planning
a reunion. Contact SgtMaj Raymond
Edwards, USMC (Ret), 100 Stephens
St., Boyce, LA 71409, sgtmajedretired (@
gmail.com.

« P1t 2086, San Diego, 1966, is planning
a reunion. Contact Bill Kennedy, (707)
527-8319, wm.kennedy98 @yahoo.com.

» Plt 4035, “Papa” Co, Parris Island,
2000, is planning a reunion. Contact
Tammy (Manyik) Epperson, (571) 451-
7263, tammy.epperson(@gmail.com.

» Marine Air Groups (WW II to
present), Oct. 5-8, Branson, Mo. Contact
Jerry Gipe, 808 W. Walnut St., Waverly,
MO 64096, jgipe@hotmail.com, or
Joseph Mowry, josephmowry(@att.net.

» SATS/EAF, MAG-12 (Chu Lai,
RVN), Nov. 7-10, Pigeon Forge, Tenn.
Contact Paul Flatt, (801) 782-2468,
pfflatt@msn.com.

» Marine Air Control Squadrons (all
squadrons), June 22-25, 2017, Quantico,
Va. Contact Frank Walter, 3465 W. Loon
Lake Rd., Angola, IN 46703, fwalter(@
frontier.com.

* HMM-165/VMM-165 (all hands/all
eras), June 8-11, 2017, Washington, D.C.
Contact Al Dickerson, (317) 462-0733,
www.hmml65whiteknights.com.

+ HMM-265, May 22-26, 2017, San
Francisco. Contact George Cumpston,
(704) 351-0193, george36691@aol.com,
or Tim Bastyr, (770) 304-2290, tmb2sdl(@
numail.org.

+ HMR/HMM/HMH-361 (all eras),
Sept. 7-10, 2017, Arlington, Va. Contact

www. mea-marines.org/leatherneck



John Ruffini, (850) 291-6438, ruffinich
53@gmail.com.

Ships and Others

« USS America (CVA-66, 1965-69,
Marine detachment), Oct. 2-5, Norfolk,
Va. Contact Les Holzmann, lesholzmann
(@verizon.net.

«» USS Canberra (CA-T0/CAG-2, 1943-
71), Oct. 12-16, Portland, Maine. Contact
Ken Minick, P.O. Box 130, Belpre, OH
45714, (740) 423-8976, usscanberra(@
gmail.com.

» USS Houston (CL-81) Assn., Oct.
19-23, Myrtle Beach, S.C. Contact Donna
Rogers, 3949 Little John Dr., York, PA
17408, (717) 792-9113.

» USS Saratoga (CV-3, CVA/CA-60),
Oct. 19-23, Branson, Mo. Contact Sammy
King, (270) 570-8494, ursupersara60(@
gmail.com.

Mail Call

» Eugene Echols, (719) 281-1047,
gave2839@ gmail.com, to hear from or
about James THARP, who served with
him in Peking, Tinsin and Tsingtao,
China, 1946-48.

» LtCol Nora Tyer-Witek, c/o Heritage
Committee, Naval Justice School, 360
Elliot St., Newport, RI 02841, hanorah
tyerwitek(@navy.mil, to hear from form-

MarineCorps
Association & Foundation

Advancing Leadership and Recognizing Excellence Since 1913

er staff and students of the Naval Justice
School, Newport, R.1., (1950-present),
or Port Hueneme, Calif., (1946-50),
who are interested in being included in
a historic “cruise book” in recognition
of NJS’s 70th year.

* Ken Haney, 26420 Hwy 49, Chase
City, VA 23924, kenhaney79(@gmail
.com, to hear from SSgt G. GONZALES,
senior drill instructor, Plt 2021, Parris
Island, 1975-76.

» Bill Ashworth, (919) 636-2602,
ashworthbilly748 @gmail.com, to hear
from or about Cpl Judson COLLINS
of Norfolk, Va., who served with him at
Marine Corps Supply Center, Albany,
Ga., 1963-64.

» Chris Grant, chrispara03@icloud
.com, to hear from or about Walter Ray
MILLER of Pennsylvania, who was
stationed in England, 1957-58.

» Ann Roberts, post1974@cwv.org, to
hear from any Marines who served
alongside Father Vincent CAPODANNO
in 1/7 or 3/5 (RVN, April 1966-Septem-
ber 1967.

* CWO-4 Paul T. Kirsch, USMC (Ret),
(412) 343-5378, ptkirsch{@verizon.net, to
hear from members of 1/3/23, 4thMarDiv,
December 1943, Camp Pendleton, Calif.,
or anyone who can name a Marine who
was a member of the company. He has a

JJm nu Hmi

sylerey 2

photo he would like to share with anyone
who can correctly identify a member of
the unit by name.

Wanted

Readers should be cautious about send-
ing money without confirming authenticity
and availability of products offered.

» Clyde Mayberry, 701 Buck Rd. Apt.
D, Willard, MO 65781, (417) 242-9416,
mayberryc(@aol.com, wants a recruit
graduation book, Plt 3003, San Diego,
1970.

Sales, Trades and Giveaways

» Bob Brockmann, usmcbob63 (@ gmail
.com, has a recruit graduation book, Plt
379, Parris Island. He is willing to trade
it for two challenge coins plus shipping.

Entries for “Reader Assistance,” which
include “Reunions,” “Mail Call,” “Wanted”
and “Sales, Trades and Giveaways," are
free and printed on a space-available
basis. Leatherneck reserves the right to
edit or reject any submission. Allow two
to three months for publication. Send
your e-mail to s.bock@mca-marines.org,
or write to Reader Assistance Editor,
Leatherneck Magazine, P.O. Box 1775,
Quantico, VA 22134, K
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Saved Round

OPERATION MAUI PEAK—Leathernecks from the Fifth
Marine Regiment cross a small stream during Operation
Maui Peak. The operation was launched on Oct. 6, 1968,
near a U.S. Army Special Forces camp at Thuong Duc in
Quang Nam Province after it was attacked by enemy
forces.

Seventh Marines was tasked with relieving the sur-
rounded Thuong Duc camp; 2d and 3d Battalions, 5th
Marines were attached to the regiment. Facing elements
of 21st Regiment of the 2d NVA Division and the newly
established 141st Regiment, the Marines had a fight on
their hands. The difficult terrain and oppressive heat
made the task even more challenging. With support from
engineers, attack aircraft, AC-47 gunships, artillery from
3d Bn, 11th Marines and the Army’s 4th Bn, 8th Field
Artillery, the Marines made slow but steady progress.

2/5 bore the brunt of the NVA attack on Oct. 12. “Using
a heavy volume of small arms and RPG fire, the enemy

Compiled by Col Mary H. Reinwald, USMC (Ret)

closed within grenade-throwing range. Company E [2/5]
head fast,” according to “U.S. Marines in Vietnam: The De-
fining Year: 1968.” Lieutenant Colonel James W. Stemple,
2/5's commander, said, “this was a particularly vicious
attack against “E” Company that almost succeeded.”

Close air support made the difference, and the enemy
was repulsed. By Oct. 14, BLT 2/7 advanced to the Thuong
Duc camp.

The arrival of Tropical Storm Elaine in the middle of
October alsoimpacted the operation. Thestorm resulted
in almost 40 inches of rain falling over a week’s time,
including more than a foot of rain in one day. Several
bridges were washed away, and many others were sub-
merged, preventing supply convoys from reaching their
destination.

With the enemy no longer surrounding the Special
Forces camp, Operation Maui Peak officially came to a
close on Oct. 19, 1968. X

LEATHERNECK / OCTOBER 2016

www. mea-marines.org/leatherneck

JONATHAN F. ABEL COLLECTION, USMC HISTORY DIVISION



